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SACRIFICES TO SPIRIT OF DECEASED SAINT AT 
DOLONOR. 


January 1st.—The Lieutenant General 
at Kalgan received instructions some 
months ago to proceed to Dolonor and 
there make certain offerings to the spirit 
of the deceased saint Chang-Chia. He 
started from his post on the 21st November, 
and, reaching his destination on the 27th, 
proceeded to carry out the object of his 
mission, which he did to the great satis- 
faction of the disciples of the deceased, who 
expressed their warm gratitude for this 
token of the Imperial bounty. After a 
sojourn of two days at Dolonor he started 
on the return journey, and reached his post 
at Kalgan on the 5th of December. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS RELIEF OF DISTRESS 
IN ANHUIL. 


The Governor of Anhui reports the re- 
ceipt of Ts. 1,000 each from General Wei 
Ju-kuci, Brigadier-General Yeh Chih-ch ‘ao, 
and a retired official named Yang Yung-chi, 
residing at Po Chou, as subscriptions to- 
wards the relief of the suffering caused by the 
Yellow River in Anhui. All these donations 
were prompted by the dying .wishes of the 
donors’ parents and as the amount is large 
enough to justify an application for permis- 
sion to construct honorary portals, it is sug- 
gested that structures of this kind should 
be erected at the expense of their living 
descendants to the memory of the bene- 
volent dead and have engraved upon them 
the epitaphs: ‘‘ They delighted in charity 
and loved to do good.” 


EXPENSES OF REVISION OF THE HUI TIEN. 


A revised edition of the Hui Tien or 
Codified Institutes of the Empire under 
the present dynasty has been in course of 
compilation for some time past, and on the 
29th of September last the Board of Civil 
Office drew upa scheme to provide funds 
for meeting the expenditure connected with 
the work. A copy of this Memorial was 
sent to Hupeh, and the province was requir- 
ed to furnish Tls., 6,000, the sum which 
represented the arrears due on account of 
‘maintenance allowance” for the first six 
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years of the reign of Hsien Féng. The 
Financial Commissioner, to whom the 
matter was referred, admits the indebted- 
ness of the province, but points out that 
the arrears were long ago cancelled owing 
to the devastation caused during the above 
period by the rebellion. He considers it, 
however, his duty to lend some assistance 
towards defraying the heavy outlay incurr- 
ed in issuing a new edition of the codified 
Constitutional Usages of the Empire, and 
he has accordingly appropriated a sum of 
Tls., 2,000 from the Waste Allowance 
Fund, which he is forwarding along with 
the eighth instalment of the Peking subsidy. 


OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 

January 2nd.—Yii Shan, the Chief 
Justice of Hunan, having been promoted 
to the Lieutenant-Governorship of Shan- 
si, he has been obliged to vacate 
his post, and as it will be some time 
before his successor, Hsiieh Fu-ch‘éng, 
can reach the province the Lieutenant- 
Governor, Sun Yi-mou, is during the in- 
terval to combine with his other duties the 
judicial functions of the vacant office. As 
regards Sun Yi-mou, the Governor states 
that he considers him a capable officer, but 
not having yet been himself three months 
in the province, he is precluded by law 
from passing any formal criticism on the 
merits of his subordinates. 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO TING PAO-CHEN. 


January 3rd.—More than two years ago 
an application was forwarded through Ch‘én 
Shih-chieh for permission to build a temple 
in Shantung to the memory of Ting Pao- 
chén, the late Governor General of Szechuan. 
Shantung, it was represented, was under 
a great debt of gratitude to the deceased 
Viceroy for the valuable services he had 
rendered dnring the time he held office as 
Governorof the province. In the suppression 
of rebellion, the management of river works, 
the organisation of relief measures, the 
clearing off of judicial arrears, and in ali 
other administrative measures, he had 
worked with a will and energy which had 
promoted the best interests of the people 
and gained him their love and esteem. 
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The erection of the memorial temple having 
been sanctioned, the work was entrusted 
to Li Ch'‘ing-ao, formerly Governor - of 
Honan, and a number of officials and 
gentry in the province. In the suburbs 
of Chi-nan Fu there is a College which 
was established during the Governorship 
of Ting Pao-chén, and at the rear of 
it there was a house occupied by the 
President, which it was decided to convert 
into a memorial temple to the deceased. 
A new building was to be constructed for 
the President on a vacant piece of ground 
a little to the west. The Governor, Chang 
Yao, now reports the completion of both 
structures, which . have been inspected 
and found to be strong and durable. The 
total cost has been defrayed by private 
subscription. It is asked that the temple 
should be placed on the consecrated list by 
the Board, and that as a tribute of respect 
for the eminent services of the deceased, 
sacrificial rites should be performed in it 
every spring and autumn by the local 
authorities.—Granted by Rescript. 
REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM SHANTUNG. 

Chang Yao reports the transmission of 
the following sums on various accounts to 
Peking : the sixth instalment of the Peking 
subsidy, Tis. 50,000, forwarded to the 
Board of Revenue by the Financial Com- 
missioner: Tls. 6,250 transmitted by the 
Salt Commissioner to the Board of Revenue 
as interest on funds lent to the province, 
together with Tls. 156.2.6 for difference in 
weight and Tis. 50 for porterage; Ts. 
6,250 to the Imperial Household for in- 
terest on borrowed capital, with similar 
allowances for porterage and loss by 
exchange ; Tis. 20,000 sent by the 
Grain Intendant as the second instalment 
towards defraying the outlay on frontier 
defence ; and Tis. 20,000 from the four- 
tenths of the receipts of the fvureign 
Customs duties at Chefoo as a contribution 
to the Tientsin Arsenal. 

GINSENG FOR THE PALACE. 

The Military Governor of Kirin reports 
having forwarded in two cases by a special 
messenger to Peking eight large and six- 
teen small roots of ginseng, weighing 
altogether 9.4 ounces. ‘The cost, amount- 
ing to Tls. 1,557.4, will be defrayed from 
the duties collected on ginseng and if a 
further supply can be procured, it will be 
forwarded later on. 

SCRUTINY OF STAFF OF LITERARY . 
CHANCELLOR. 

When a Literary Chancellor arrives in a 
province, one of his first duties is to furnish 
the Governor with a list of the Secretaries 
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he has engaged to assist him in examining - 
the essays. This list is scrutinised by the 
Governor to see that it contains no names 
belonging to the province, and a report on 
the subject is submitted to the Throne. 
A memorial from Chang Yao published in 
this number of the Gazette sets forth the 
names of the Secretaries of the new Lite- 
rary Chancellor of Shantung. 
NEW REGULATIONS FOR THE PAY AND 
DISBURSEMENTS OF THE NORTHERN FLEET. 

January 4th.—The Board of Admiralty 
recently drew up a set of rules introducing 
certain changes in the salaries and wages 
assigned to the officers and men in the 
Northern Fleet, a copy of which was for- 
warded to the Viceroy Li with a request 
that they should be enforced. The Vicervy 
now proposes that they should take effect 
from the beginning of next year, and states 
that their earlier enforcement would lead 
to much confusion, as payments have up to 
the present been made on the old scale. 
For the sake of uniformity, he suggests 
that all promotions which have been made 
since the promulgation of the new rules 
should, as far as salary is concerned, date 
from the beginning of the ensuing year, 
when a new system of accounts based upon 
the rules will be adopted. The Admiralty 
regulations give merely an abstract of mis- 
cellaneous expenditure, and the distribu- 
tion of the total allowance under this head 
will be arranged by the Viceroy as circum- 
stances may require. 

REMITTANCES FROM CH‘ANG-LU SALT 
REVENUE. 

During 1887 the salt. revenue of Ch‘ang- 
lu was to have furnished a sum of Tis. 
196,010.9.2.8, being interest upon money 
due to the various Boards in Peking. The 
Board of Revenue cancelled 20,000 of the 
warrants, and from this a deduction of 
Ts. 6,323.2.4.9 had to be made, leaving a 
total liability of Tls, 189,687.6.7.9. Of 
this amount however, Tls. 51,784.5.2.9 re- 
presents the defalcations of merchants who 
have been denounced to the Throne, and 
payment of the remainder, Tls. 137, 903.1.5, 
has now been made. The following addi- 
tional sums have alao been at the same time 
remitted to Peking; Tls. 8,133.4.6 as 
maintenance allowance to the officials of 
several Boards ; Tls. 30,607.7.3 as a pro 
raté contribution towards ginseng for the 
Palace, and the expense of repairing certain 
buildings in the department of the Imperial 
Household. 

ABORTIVE REBELLION IN KUEI-CHOU. 

January 6th.—The Governor of Kuei- 
chou gives a curious account of an unsuc- 
ceasful attempt at rebellion which took 
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lace in the autnmn of the year before last. 

n the district of Wei-ning Chou on the 
Yunnan frontier there lived a man named 
Chu Lung-pao, who was a tailor by trade. 
One day in the previous spring a neighbour 
came to his house with a stranger from 
Szechuan, who examined his horoscope and 
told his fortune, predicting for him and his 


father indescribable greatness. After this, 


frequent visits passed between the two 
houses. One day the stranger said that 
he understood magic, and bade Chu 
Lung-pao look into a bowl of water. 
Gazing at the reflected image the diviner 
declared that Chu Lung-pao was the re- 
imbodiment of Hung Wu. [Nore.—Hung 
Wu was the renouned founder of the Ming 
Dynasty. The family surname of the Mings 
was Chu, and the unfortunate victim in the 
present story was doubtless selected on 
account of his possessing the same name. ] 
Next Chu Pao-lung and his father were 
invited to the house of a Mrs. Ch‘en to see 
some charms. The woman who had pre- 
viously been prompted by the stranger, 

ersuaded her visitors that rebellion would 

ring them wealth and honour. She said 
that she was a sorceress and could by her 
enchantments vanquish the troops of the 
Emperor. Asa proof she produced a bowl 
of rice, which she declared to be possessed 
of magical qualities. It was inexhausti- 
ble and could produce food for any 
number of men and horses. Chu Pao- 
lung was duped by these stories and 
agreed to rebel as soon some adherents 
could be collected. A day was appvuinted 
for the swearing of fullowship by the prin- 
cipal conspirators, at the house of the 
neighbour above-mentioned. When the 
time came Chu Pao-lung met there five or 
six men who had been induced by the 
. stranger to join in the plot. A fowl was 
killed by the master of the house and its 
blood dropped into a bowl of wine, of 
which all present partook. Chu Pao-lung 
was unanimously proclaimed chief, the others 
promising to assist him by finding followers. 
He then went home and busied himself 
with making some red flags and procuring 
arms with the deliberate intention of com- 
mencing a rebellion. In September a couple 
of hundred men and more had been induced 
’ to join the plot and met together at his 
house, with a view to rising. As a pre- 
liminary they asked the stranger to give a 
manifestation of his supernatural powers. 
When he failed to do so more than a hun- 
dred of them saw that they had been duped 
and quietly dispersed. The remainder held 
together, with the intention of making a 
separate effurt. But in the meantime 
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news of what was going on had been carried 
to the authorities, who immediately sent a 
small body of troops and militia to suppress 
the rising. The rebels thereupon carried off 
Chu Pao-lung and his family toa certain 
cave where they hoped to be able to 
beat off the troops. They maintained their 
defence for one day ; but on the following 
morning the place was taken, right of the 
rebels being killed and more than twenty 
persons committing suicide by throwing 
themselves over the cliffs, Chu Pao-lung’s 
father and two of the sworn conspirators 
were captured. Chu Pao-lung himself was 
afterwards discovered concealed in the 
cave, and with him were two flags bearing 
treasonable inscriptions. The pretended 
sorceress Mrs. Ch‘en was arrested later, with 
a@ number of unlawful charms in her 
profession. 

The Memoralist finds that death by slow 
degrees is the penalty which the law awards 
for the crime of high treason and rebellion, 
no distinction being made as to principal 
and accessories. Chu Pao-lung and the 
woman Chén have therefore been con- 
demned to suffer this punishment ; and on 
account of the heinousness of their guilt the . 
sentence has been carried into effect without 
reference being first made to Peking. The 
three other prisoners have all died in gaol; 
but their corpses will be cut in pieces and 
exposed. The wife and the mother of the 
principal criminal lived with him and were 
privy to his offence. They should both of 
them therefore be condemned to decapita- 
tion ; but as they were killed by throwing 
themselves over rocks, no further notice 
need be taken of them. The husband of 
the woman Ch‘en was away from home at 
the time of the plot and had no knowledge 
of it whatever. He is the notwithstanding 


‘this liable to punishment, and search will 


be made for him together with the remain- 
ing conspirators who have escaped. The 
crowd of followers were got together from 
all quarters, no register was left of them, 
their names are not known, and there is 
no means of discovering them. Lastly it 
is thought that the activity and success with 
which the local officials suppressed the 
rising should be allowed to compensate for 
their previous want of watchfulness.— 
Rescript: Let the Board concerned take 
note. 

MANCHURIA GRAIN EXPORT PROHIBITED. 

Jan 6th—The high authorities of Sheng- 
ching present a Memorial requesting permie- 
sion to prohibite the export of grain. The 
Memorialists state that Teng-t‘ien or Sheng- 
ching has long been noted as a grain pro- 
ducing country, and the export of corn by 





sea to Chihli and Shantung has been carried 
on there with the approval of the govern- 
ment. The harvests indeed have been 
inferior of late years; but the import of 
grain into the province from other parts 
of Manchuria has kept down prices and 
enabled the population to supply itself 
with food. This year however the corps in 
other parts have not been very plentiful ; 
while a large part of Sheng-ching has 
been visited by the most terrible floods. 
Moreover the portions of the province 
which escaped this calamity, suffered 
from drought in the spring and sum- 
‘mer, so that even in them the harvest 
has proved deficient. The result in that 
there is fearful distress in the districts 
which were inundated. The people are 
‘crying out for food and the price of corn is 
gradually rising. If things are allowed to 
‘go on as before and nothing is done to 
prevent grain being taken away to other 
provinces, it is to be feared that the in- 
habitants will have nothing to eat. The 
Memorialists therefore pray that in accord- 
ance with the precedent set in 1874 the 
Emperor will forbid the export of kao- 
liang and small millet from Sheng-ching, 
without interfering with the trade in other 
kinds of grain. Towards the end of next 
summer, if there be a prospect of a good 
harvest and prices fall to a reasonable level, 
the Memorialists will petition His Majesty 
to remove the prohibition.—Sanctioned. 


CHANGES AS TO ARTILLERY IN KIRIN. 

(2) The Military Governor of Kirin re- 
presents that last summer his predecessor 
obtained permission to convert two batta- 
lions of cavalny into horse artillery, with the 
object of forming a powerful force for the 
defence of the country. Looking however 
at present circumstances, the Memorialist is 
of opinion that cavalry would be more use- 
ful than horse artillery. Mounted banditti 
are the chief cause of danger ; and to cope 
with them a force is required capable of 
swifty traversing the wide and thinly in- 
habited wastes. The guns though light 
and excellent pieces must still form an 
obstacle to rapidity of movement. He 
therefore proposes to reconvert the horse 
artillery into cavalry, and distribute the 
guns, which are forty in number, among 
ten battalions of infantry, who will con- 
tinue their drill as before.--Approved. 

FUNDS FOR ALTAI POST STATIONS. 

(3) The Governor of Chahar presents his 
annual application for the funds allotted to 
him for the maintenance of the forty-four 
stations on the government post road to the 
Altai Mountains. This sum in ordinary 
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years of twelve months amounts to Tis. 
22,877, and is paid from the funds in the 
hands of the Superintendent of Customs at 
Kalgan. It is intended to cover the pay of 
ofticers and men, and to defray the cost of 
horses and sheep, and of stationery and 
such items. 

January 7th.—No documents of interest. 

MANCHURIA, PATROLLING OF FRONTIERS. 

January 8th.—(1) The high authorities 
of Féng-tien and Kirin report that the 
frontier between the two provinces has 
been patrolled according to annual custom. 
The service was performed by a combined 
force, under the charge of officers belong- 
ing to the two jurisdictions. The com- 
manders report that they found the whole 
region in a state of peace. The country 
was not troubled by mounted banditti, nor 
was there any lawlessness of any kind. 

YUNNAN, ADVANCES AT SALT WORKS. 

(2) The Governor of Yiinnan reports that 
a sum cf six hundred taels has been ad- 
vanced from the salt revenue for the pur- 
chase of firewood to be used in the ensuing 
year for boiling the brine at the A-lou salt 
wells. The money will be handed to the 

rincipal salt makers and will be deducted 
rom the payments to be made next year. 
MORTUARY HONOURS TO A MONGOL PRINCESS. 

(3) Shakotu-linchapu, the Chief Con- 
troller of the territory of Kobdo, has re- 
ceived a report from the Acting Captain 
General of one of the Leagues or combined 
tribes of the Tourgouth Mongols. The 
Captain General states that he has been 
informed by Prince Misiko-tungkulabu, 
who is a member of his league, that the 
Prince’s grandmother Alashan fell sick and 
died last August. 

The Memorialist finds that there are 
special regulations for the territories of Ili, 
Uliasutai and Kobdo with regard to what 
should be done in the case of the death 
of a Mongol Prince, Noble or Prin- 
cess. According to theze regulations, which 
were instituted by the Mongolia Office and 
approved by the Emperor, if an elegy be 
granted by His Majesty for the deceased, 
it will be composed in Mongol or Manchu 
by the Grand Secretariat in Peking and 
forwarded though the government post. 
On its arrival the Military Governor or’ 
Controller will depute an officer to convey 
it to the place where the remains are lying, 
and there perfurm the ceremony of presen- 
tation. (Nots.—It appears that the elegy 
here spoken of is a laudatory composition 
which is read in front of the coffin of the 
deceased and then solemnly burnt). Also 
in the case of the death of a princess the 
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sacrificial offerings allowed are five sheep 
and five jars of wine, the cost of which is 
defrayed from the public funds in the hands 
of the Military Governor or Controller. 

Accordingly the Memorialist prays that 
the Emperor will be pleased to bestow an 
elegy upon the deceased Princess Alashan, 
upon which the prescribed ceremonies will 
’ be performed. Rescript :—Let the Office 
concerned take note. 


MONGOL DANCES IN PALACE. 
January 9th. —(1) At noon on the 10th the 
Emperor will proceed to the great central 
hall and there witness the performance of 
some Mongol Masquerade dances. 


EXTRA PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS. 

(2) In order to commemorate his assump- 
tion of sole power, and as a special act of 
favour to the scholars of the country, the 
Emperor desires that an extra examination 
for the Chii-jen degree be held in evey 
province during the autumn of the present 
year (1889), and that it be followed in 
the spring of the succeeding year by an ex- 
amination for the Metropolitan Degree at 
Peking. 

VICTORY OVER LOLOS IN SZECHUEN. 

(3) The Emperor has received a report 
from the high authorities in Szechuen an- 
nouncing several victories over the Lolos in 
. the neighbourhood of Ma-pien T‘ing and 
Liang Shan. A rebellious chief has been 
executed, several of his followers slain and 
the terrified people have given their sub- 
mission. ‘His Majesty is much pleased at 
the success with which the operations have 
been conducted. He directs that the officers 
who have most distinguished themselves be 
recommended for rewards. 


GENEALOGICAL RECORDS AT PEKING. 

(4) As appears from a Memorial pre- 
sented by a member of the Han-lin Yuan, 
there was formerly a complete record com- 
piled of all the families of the Ma-chus 


and other bannermen at Peking. This . 


record which gave an account of the official 
honours of every individual who obtained 
any, was commenced in the thirteenth year 
of Yung Ching (A.D. 1735) and completed 
in the ninth year of Ch‘ien Lung (A.D. 
1744). The Memorialist proposes that the 
record should now be continued up to the 
present time, and that in future it should 
be revised every forty or fifty years.— 
Decree issued separately. 
NATIVE OPIUM DUTY AT HUAI-AN. 

(5) The superintendent of the Custom- 
house at Huai-an Fu, who has just taken 
charge of his post, reports in a supplemen- 
tary Memorial that he has received a com: 
munication from his predecessur on the 
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subject of the collection of duty on native 
opium. From this despatch he learns that 
some time ago instructions were received at 
the Customhouse to the effect that in future 
no charges were to be levied on foreign 
opium ; but nothing was said about stopping 
the collection of duty on opium of Chinese 
origin. The taxation of the native drug 
was therefore continued, and during a 
period of sixteen months up to the end of 
last September the receipts from this source 


. amounted to Tis. 1,169.5.2. This sum has 


been remitted to the Board of Revenue at 
Peking by bills of exchange on a Shansi 
Bank. The Memorialist in conclusion ex- 
lains that he makes this statement on 
ehalf of the late superinténdent who 
having vacated his post on account of 
mourning, is not able to address the throne 
himself. 
HISTORY OF THE MAHOMMEDAN WARS. 


January 10th.—({1) After referring to 
the military glory of his dynasty, the Em- 

eror notices that official narratives have 

en published of the suppression of the 
Taiping and Nien-fei rebellions. But in 
addition to these there have been the great 
uprisings of the Mahommedans in Yiinnan 
and Kueichow and in Shensi, Kansu and 
Turkestan, which lasted from the time of 
the Emperor Hsien Féng into the pre- 
sent reign. The first successes of Hsien 
Féng were followed by those of Tung 
Chih, who saved the people from their 
imminent danger by following the principle 
of making nodifference between Chineseand 
Mahommedans and only distinguishing be- 
tween the good and the bad. Finally the 
work of twenty years was ended by the 
present Emperor himself who ruling under . 
the guidance of his mother reconquered 
the whole of Chinese Turkestan and Ili. 
He now desires that for the information of 
future times the history of these wars be 
undertaken by the Military Archive Office. 
The work will be executed under the super- 
vision of tive of the members of the Grand 
Council, who are named in the Decree. 


PAY FOR TROOPS IN SHANTUNG. 


(2) There is a force of eleven battalions, 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, stationed 
in the neighbourhood of Chefoo for the 
defence of the coast. For the maintenance 
of this army Tls. 6,480 are furnished month- 
ly from the revenue of Shantung, and Tls. 
18,500 per month are provided by the 
Board of Revenue from other suurces. The 
Governor of Shantung now presents a Me- 
morial requesting that the Board may be 
directed to order the payment of the allow- 
ance for the first half of the coming year 


(1889). The accounts for the last (Geb): tiie accents dae dks leek Ma cE. | Guim or one ee HT. of 
the expiring year will be forwarded to 
Peking as soon as the term is completed. 


OFFICER EXCUSED FROM ARCHERY. 


(3) There is a rule that, if any military 
officer be crippled by wounds received in 
action, he may be excused from archery 
practice on foot or on horseback as ordin- 
arily required. The Viceroy at Nanking 
now reports that there is a Lieutenant 
Colonel Tseng Yii-ch‘ii belonging to the 
garrison at Suochow, who begs to be allow- 
ed to avail himself of this rule. It appears 
that he was wounded twice in the right 
arm, once by a bullet and once by a spear, 
while fighting against the Taipings in 
Kiangsi in 1858 ; and whenever the air is 
damp, his arm becomes painful and useless. 
A superior officer has been deputed to 
exainine the applicant’s arm. He reports 
that he finds it scarred by two wounds, one 
from a bullet six-tenths of an inch in depth, 
and one from a spear point, eight-tenths of 
an inch in diameter. He considers that 
the injury is really serious and that the 
applicant is fairly entitled to the remission 
that he asks for.—Granted. 


. EMPEROR PRAYS FOR SNOW. 


January 11th.—{1) As very little snow 
has fallen this winter, and it is much needed 
in the tields, the Emperor will proceed on 
the 14th instant to the Temple known as 
the Ta-kao-tien and there offer incense. 
He further appoints four high officers to 
represent him on the same day at the other 
state temples where it is customary to 
worship on such occasions. 


TS‘EN Yii-YING’S HEALTH. 


(2) After inspecting the army of western 
Yiinnan at Tali Fu, the Viceroy Ts‘en Yii- 
ying returned at the end of November to 
Yiinnan Fu. There he received an Imperial 
Decree assuring him of the Emperor’s solici- 
tude regarding his health and bidding him 
take care of himself while performing the 
duty of inspecting thetroops. Hethankfully 
states that he has recovered from the diz- 
ziness and diarrhoea which vexed him, but 
he is still troubled by feebleness in his 
feet and by asthma which destroys his 
rest at night. The Doctors tell him that 
he can only be cured by rest; and the 
cold of the present seasun renders travel- 
ling dangerous. He therefore humbly takes 
advantage of the Emperor’s kindness and 
begs that he may be allowed to put off in- 
specting the troops in the east and the 
suuth of the province till after the com- 
mencement of the coming spring.—Ap- 
proved. 
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DISBANDMENT OF IRREGULAR FORGES IN ILI. 

January 12th —The Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan submits a Memurial respecting 
the propused disbandment of the irregular 
troops in Ili which clashes to a great ex- 
tent with the views held by Sé-léng-o, the 
Military Governor of the latter district. 
Sé-léng-o, it seems without consulting the 
Governor, formulated certain proposals of 
his own on the subject and obtained sanc- 
tion from the Throne, to incur an expen- 
diture of Tis. 150,000 in giving effect to 
them. The Governor now points our that 
a scheme of the kind had been under con- 
sideration for some yeara and that Sé- 
léng-o’s ignorance of the past history 
of the case has caused him to fall into 
a number of mistakes. Over three years 
ago the Governor and Hai-lun, then Gen- 
eral of the forces in Ili, were instructed 
to deal with the question of arrears of pay 
due to the irregular army there, and after 
much consultation it was decided that from 
the beginning uf 1887 the Hupei regulations 
on the subject should be introduced in Ili 
and that no arrears should be allowed to 
accrue after that date. A certain proportion 
of the soldiers were to be retained in 
the province and a sum of Tis. 99,000 
was to be devoted to this object. Certain 
allowances to cover travelling expenses were 
to be granted to such as were disbanded 
and wished to return to their homes, 
while separate treatment was provided for 
others who preferred to remain and settle 
in the country. Sé-léng-o has ignored au 
these distinctions and has based his calcr- 
lations upon the supposition that a unifodll 
scale of compensation should be enforcem 
The Governor considers the General’s pro- 
posals impracticable, and sketches out the 
plan which he intends to adopt in dealing 
with the matter. Sé-léng-o will be asked 
to furnish separate lists of the men who 
wish to return to their homes and of 
those who desire to settle in the country. 
These lists will be carefully examined 
by the Governor and allowances will by 
his authority, be issued in Tli to those who 
propose to stttle there. The General will 
issue certificates to all who wish to return 
to their homes on the production of which 
allowances will be made to the holders. 

The Governor has already drawn up 
certain rules respecting the constitution 
and payment of the forces at Aksu, Pa-li- 
k‘un and elsewhere, which, he thinks, 
ought to be made applicable to the army 
in Ili. As, however, the troops in the latter 
place are under the control of a military 
Governor and Sé-léng-o has never furnished 
him with any statistics on the subject, he 
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does not care to interfere.—Rescript : Let 
the Board concerned take note. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Ho Liang-chén is gazetted Chief Justice 
of Kweichow, and Lung Chan-lin is appuint- 
ed President of the Imperial Supervisorate 
of Instruction. 


GRANT OF GRAIN FOR A REFUGE. 


In response to an application from the 
Metropolitan authorities, the Emperor has 
been pleased to make a second grant of 300 
piculs of rice for the supply of refuge in the 
Western city. 

APPOINTMENT. . 

January, 13th.—O-lé-ching-o is gazetted 

Salt Commissioner at Ch‘ang-lu in Chihli. 


FORCIBLE ABDUCTION OF A GIRL. 


The following case is reported at con- 
siderable length by the High Authorities 
of Féng T‘ien. At the village of Lin-t‘un 
in the district of Chin there lived a man 
named Li Ho with an ummarried daughter, 
called Huan-tzi. A soldier of the name of 
Chang Tien-fu who was’ quartered in 

‘the same neighbourhood conceived an 
attachment for the girl and determined 
to carry her off by force. For this pur- 
pose he secured the co-operation of a 
number of his friends who were to assist 

_ him in various ways in effecting his object. 
Shih Ch‘ang-yu was to play the part of 
middleman in arranging ‘matters after the 
prize had been secured, and to give a 
colourable appearance to the transaction, 
Liu-hai, another soldier, undertook to 
spread a report beforehand in the regiment 
to the effect that the girl had been betroth- 
ed 'to Chang Tien-fu, and that her father 
wished to break off the engagement. The 
village constable was persuaded to accept this 
version of the affair and his good offices were 
solicited and obtained. Anothercompanion 
of Chang Tien-fu with whom the story of 
the engagement obtained credence, actually 
wrote out a contract of marriage between 
the pair upon a strip of red cloth supplied 
by the would-be bridegroom. The men 
were to meet on an appuinted night at 
Chang’s house, but before the time arrived, 
an adopted son of Li Ho's heard at a fair 
the report of the intended abduction of 
his sister and warned his father of what he 
was to expect. Li Ho was so alarmed 
that. he at once removed his doughter 
to the house of his brother and went to 
reside there temporarily himself. The 
consequence was that when the men came 
to the house looking for the girl, they 
found only her brother on the premises, 
and him they tied up and forced to dis- 
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close his sister’s whereabouts. Enraged 
at their conduct, Li Ho armed himself 
with a knife and proceeded to the nearest 
Magistrate to seek redress. Happening to 
pass on the way the barracks where Chang 
was quartered, he went in to lodge a com- 
plaint and had the satifaction of seeing the 
culprit arrested and placed upon his trial. 
Chang was, however, equal to the occasion. 
He produced the marriage contract, his go- 
between Shih Ch‘ang-yu, asserted that the 
usual formalities had been duly observed, but 
that the bride’s father had broken off the 
engagement and that he was obliged to take 
Measures to assert his rights. The Com- 
manding Officer quite failed to grasp the 
situation. On the one hand, he had as 
evidence the marriage deed and the state- 
ment of the go-between, while on the other, 
he saw an enraged man brandishing at 
midnight a weapon and vowing vengeance 
on one of his men. After a hurried investi- 
gation, he gave a decision by which the 
girl was to become the wife of Chang who 
was to. marry her with the usual ceremonies. 
As a matter of fact, however, her father was 
constrained to give her over by the village 
constable who, as already explained, had 
been previously squared by Chang. The girl 
wept bitterly and refused to cohabit with 
him, but he tied her hands together with his 
girdle and forced her to submit. The story of 
the forged marriage deed and the rumours 
which had been industriously circulated in 
the regiment respecting Chang’s engage- 
ment and its repudiation eventually came 
to the ears of the Cummanding officer. 
The latter, seeing that he had been duped, 
had the man at once placed under arrest 
and forwarded for trial to the civil authori- 
ties before whom the facts as above related 
were fully establised. 


The following are the various statutes 
cited as being applicable to the case of the 
priucipal and accessories to the crime :— 


1.—Where a number of people conspire 
to carry off a girl belonging to a family 
with which: they have had no previous 
relations and fail to effect their object, the 
punishment in the case of the principal 
offenders is strangulation, and in that of the 
accessories, banishment to a distant and 
unhealthy frontier. 

2.—Rape is punished by strangulation. 

3.—Where, as in the above two cases, 
the same punishment is provided for two 
offenges committed by the same person, he 
is to be convicted on the first of the two 
counts. 

4.—The penalty for grave acts of dere- 
liction is 80 blows of the bamboo. 


Chang Tien-fu has been sentenced to 
strangulation under the first of the foregoing 
provisions for being the principal agent in 
the attempted abduction cf a girl with 
whose family he had no previous acquain- 
tance : Shih Ch‘ang-yu has been condemned 
to banishment in an unhealthy climate for 
having taken up the ré/e of go-between in 
the transaction, and Liu Hai’s conduct in 
disseminating the false report about the 
girl’s engagement should be visited with a 
punishment of 100 blows and banishment to 
a distance of 3,000 li. Both of them, how- 
ever, died in prison and no further notice 
need be taken of their case. A number of 
the other conspirators have received eighty 
blows, and the commanding officer of the 
troops has been permanently removed from 
the service for adjudicating in a case, juris- 
diction over which appertained exclusively 
to the civil authorities. The girl has been 
given back to her parents who are to find a 
suitable hasband for her. : 


PROPOSED RESTORATION OF AN IMPERIAL 
TEMPLE IN MANCHURIA, 


January 14th.—On the hill of I-wu-lii, in 
the district of Kuang-ning, in Féng-t‘ien, 
which is mentioned in the Ritual of the 
Chou dynasty, and was included among the 
Five Guardian Mountains of the Empire in 
the reign of K‘ai Huang of the Sui dynasty, 
there is temple at which worship is cele- 
brated simultaneously with that at the Tem- 

le of Heaven in Peking, and to which the 
Bin perors of the present dynasty have 
always repaired when visiting the tombs 
of their ancestors in Manchuria. It is 
possessed of divine powers of unusual 
efficacy, and last summer when the pro- 
vince was visited with severe drought 
payers offered there to the geity of the 

ill obtained an immediate response in a 
plentiful downpour of bounteous rain. 
The Temple which is only five li to the west 
of the town of Kuang-ning was kept ina 
good atate of preservation during the Ming 
dynasty, but not having been repaired 
since the time of K‘ang Hsi, it has been 
allowed to fall into neglect during the last 
160 years. The woodwork is all decayed, 
the grounds are overgrown with weeds and 
grass, and only the rafters being left of the 
roof, the images are exposed to the open 
air. In anticipation of the present Em- 
peror following the example of his ances- 


tors and visiting the place, the Governor. 


of the province has drawn up plans for 
the restoration of the building.. To com- 
plete the work at once would require 
asum of Tis. 100,000 but he proposes to 
distribute the expenditure over a number 
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of years, and use for this purpose the inte- 
rest of various sums which were assigned 
to the province as far back as 1846 for the 
extirpation of brigandage. This will afford 
a revenue of about 5,000 strings of cash 
every year, and by making use of this and 
finally of the principal he hopes to be able 
to complete the work in five or six years. 
January, 15th.—No papers of interest. 


TOUR OF INSEPCTION BY THE MILITARY 
COMMISSIONER IN MANCHURIA. 

January 16th.—Ting-an, the Military 
Commissioner in Manchuria, reports the 
results of a tour of inspection which he 
made to Hei Long Chiang. He reached 
Petuna on the 10th November and found 
that the ice on the Songari was not sufti- 
ciently strong to allow his carts to pass. 
He was thus delayed for over a fortnight 
and did not reach Tsitsihar until very late 
in the season. He complains of the great 
scarcity of recruits in the Northern province 
as compared with the two Southern ones. 
He was only able to procure 1,500 men to 
replace the force that had been drilled and 
converted into regulars last year. He is suf- - 
fering from numbness of the hands and feet 
and had intended to spend the remainder 
of the yearin Hei Lung Chiang, but inspec- 
tion duties have called him back to Kirin 
whence he proposes to return to Féng- 
t‘ien. In inaugurating military reforms in 
Manchuria, the Court has evinced a far- 
sighted policy of safeguarding the cradle 
of the dynasty, and though his lot is cast 
in a bleak and snowy region, Memorialist 
will spare no pains to make himself 
Minted of the high office which he now 

olds. 


THE CURRENCY QUESTION IN KIRIN: : 
EXCESSIVE ISSUE OF PAPER MONEY. 

January 17th.—The Governor of Kirin 
states that the currency system of the 
town of Kirin is carried on on a most 
pernicious system, and as a remedy for the 
great inconvenience and suffering which it 
entails upon the people, he suggests that a 
portion of the subsidy which the province 
receives yearly from Peking should in 
future be remitted in copper cash. Cash, 
he states, is the proper standard for the 
monetary requirements of the people and 
paper money is only to be resorted to 
when it proves insufficient. If the latter 
could be made to circulate freely and the 
price of commodities whether paid in cash 
or paper could be equalised it would prove 
a real convenience for the people, to which 
no objection could be raised, as in the 
other provinces where paper money is 
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used to supplement the ordinary currency. | to buy food to appease their hunger, and 


In Kirin, however, the case is quite ditfer- 
ent. Here the notes no longer represent a 
eash value and being inconvertable, have 
given rise to abuses greater than any 
ever resulting from the financial expedients 
of the Sung dynasty. The commercial 
transactions of the town are all based on a 
gigantic system of credit, against which 
prohibitions have been issued from time to 
time without effect. The notes of the 
system lay in its convenience for use in the 
market where money was required to pass 
rapidly from hand to hand, and in course of 
time its use was extended until it assumed 
its present dimensions and afforded facilities 
to dishonest merchants for fraudulent prac- 
tices and overtrading. The notes were put 
on the market without any regard to the 
capital possessed by the establishment 
issuing them, and peuple seeing that they 
could buy sycee or goods with mere paper, 
naturally preferred to hide away their 
cash, and make gain without employing 
money at all. Merchants who came to the 
city to trade, observing the high price of 
silver and articles of commerce, feared that 
they would lose heavily on any goods pur- 
chased there, and took their cash to other 
paons where they could invest it better. 

he consequence was that there is an 
unusual scarcity of cash in Kirin, and that 

rices have gone up to an enormous height. 

he soldiers and officials suffered more than 
any other part of the population. By an old 
regulation a part of their salary was paid 
out of the local revenue, and to begin with 
was issued at a discount of twenty per cent. 
The chief source of revenue is a tax upon 
distilleries paid in inconvertible paper of 
which it took considerably over four tiao 
to make a Tael, but which was issued to the 
officials and soldiers at the rate of three 
tiao tothe Tael. But this did not represent 
the total loss. The other cities in the 
province would not accept the inconvertible 
Paper of Kirin, therefore the soldier was 
obliged, if he wished to return hone, to ex- 
change his paper money for silver at the cur- 
rent high market rates. When he reached 
home he had to convert his silver into cash, 
and as the price of silver was lower than in 
Kirin he again sustained a heavy loss. The 
country people who brought produce intu 
town found themselves unable to sell it 
unless they took the price in paper money, 
and as this was utterly useless in the coun- 
try they were obliged to exchange it ata 
ruinous loss before returning. Vendors of 
firewood and other poor creatures who had 
carried heavy burdens from a long distance 
iato the. city would often want a few cash 
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would find themselves unable to obtain it, 
to such a pitch had the abuses of the cur- 
rency system attained. After a consulta- 
tion with the local civil and military autho- 
rities, Memorialist drew up a set of regula- 
tions fur reducing the price of silver, and 
placing the copper and paper money on a 
uniform basis, and took steps to have them 
enforced among the mercantile community. 
During a specitied period when outstanding 
notes were presented for payment, at least 
20 per cent. of the amount was to be given 
in cash, and after the third moun of next 
year, the further issue of incunvertible 
paper was to be entirely discontinued. It 
is feared, however that in making such a 
radical change, a difficulty might at first be 
experienced in obtaining cash to meet the 
requirements of trade. The late Governor 


‘proposed to open a local mint for the coinage 


of cash, but the difficulty of procuring copper 
renders this scheme unsuited to the exegen- 
cies of the case. Kirin draws from the 
Board of Revenue in Peking quarterly 
subsides for defence purposes, and half 
yearly allowances for the maintenance of a 
drilled force in the province. It is sug- 
gested that of each of these payments, 
Tls. 10,000 should be issued in copper 
cash at an exchange of 3,000 cash to 
the Tael, and be forwarded in carts 
to Kirin along with the remittances 
in silver. Or if it is thought better, the 
Board might direct one of the provinces 
which coins copper cash and has cpmmuni- 
cation by sea with Manchuria to forward a 
similar amount of cash by steamer to New- 
chwang, whence it could he sent overland 
to Kirin, where it might be used in the 
payment of salaries instead of a direct remit- 
tance from the Board.—Referred to the 
consideration of the Board of Revenue. 


FIRE IN THE IMPERIAL CITY, PUNISHMENT OF 
: GUARDS, 


January 18th.—A Decree.—On the night 
of the 16th January a fire broke out at the 
Chén-tu gate of the Palace which spread 
and burnt the T‘ai-ho gate, and a number 
of store houses and other buildings. For 
their shocking carelessness in not exercising 
propor surveillance within the Forbidden 
City, We order that the Secretaries and 
officers of the guards on duty at the time 
be handed over to the Board of Punish- 
ments for rigorous examination and trial 
by law. En-ch‘iian, the Commandant of 
the Guard’s division, cannot be absolved 
from blame and We command the Board to 
determine the penalty that should be 
imposed upon him. 


THANKS AND REWARDS TO ALL WHO 
EXERTED THEMSELVES IN EX- 
TINGUISHING THE FIRE. 


A Decree. We have received from the 
Privy Council a list of the Princes, Dukes, 
and High Officers, who came with their 
Staffs and assisted in extinguishing the 
tire which occurred at the Chén-tu gate 
on the night of the 16th January and 
destroyed the T‘ai-ho gate, the storerooms 
and other. buildings (Here follows a list 
covering 8 pages of the Gazette beginning 
with Prince Kung and containing the 
names of nearly all the Princes, Dukes, 
and «ther members of the nobility and high 
officials residing in Peking) The energy 
all the above officers displayed on this 
occasion deserves our highest commenda- 
tion, and We command that a donation of 
Tis. 2 be conferred on every suldier of the 
Guards, the Peking Field force, the Gen- 
darmerie and otherdepartments who assisted 
in extinguishing the flames. We further 
allot a sum of Tis. 10,000 to be distributed 
amongst the members of the fifteen Fire 
Brigades and Tls. 10,000 for the work- 
men from the various timber yards who 
came to the rescue. Several of the sol- 
diera and workmen received injuries and 
on each of these an additional Ts. 10 will 
be bestowed. The money will be provided 
by the Board of Revenue and its distribu- 
tion will be superintended by Fu-k‘un, 
Chief Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Gendarmerie. Looking on this conflagra- 
tion in the light of a warning, We have 
been deeply affected in the seclusion of 
Our Palace, and standing in awe of the 
Majesty of Heaven We feel constrained 
more than ever to search Our conscience 
and purify Our heart. In all the de- 
tails of Our administration We shall not 
venture to show the least indifference or 
neglect. Let all our officials, high and 
low, realize the necessity of supporting 
the Court in its earnest  solicitude 
and let them, with pure hearts and 
clear understanding, zealously discharge 
the duties of their position so that disasters 
may be averted and harmony and good 
fortune attained. Let this Decree be pro- 
mulgated for the information of all our 
people. 


REFORMS IN MILITARY EXAMINATIONS. 


January 19th.—(1) A Censor presents a 
memorial requesting that orders be issued 
to institute certain changes in the present 
practice at military examinations for the 
two higher degrees. Having stated that 
military and literary competitions are of 
equal importance as means of obtaining for 
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the state the services of capable men, he 
goes on to say that trials of skill in archery, 
whether on horse or on foot, are very differ- 
ent from sword exercises or lifting weights. 
Unlike these latter they cannot becarried out 
during storms of wind and rain. Never- 
theless it is the custom now-a-days to make 
all the candidates whose names are down 
on the archery list for a certain date, 
complete their competition that very day, 
no matter what may be the weather or how 
late the hour may be. It even happens that 
the shooting goes on after dark, red lanterns 
being substituded for the targets. As an 
instance of thia, Memorialist has heard that 
on the 8th of last November the archery 
competition was delayed by the unwilling- 
ness of the candidates to come forward in 
the wind and rain, and the proceedings 
were not concluded till after eleven v’clock 
at night. The Memorialist suggests that 
in future the examiners be instructed to 
postpone till the morrow all trials of 
archery, if the weather be too bad or if 
darkness come on before they be com- 
pleted. A rule to this affect is actually in 
existence although it has fallen into disuse. 
The proposed change therefore will not be 
an innovation in any way. Decree issued 
separately. 

In a supplementary Memorial the same 
writer suggests another alteration. When 
the out-door competitions are terminated, a 
list is published on the examination ground 
of all the candidates who have distinguished 
themselves. These are required to con- 
tinue the examination afterwards by doing 
a@ certain quantity of paper work. The 
rest know that they have failed and their 
chance of success is gone. In their disap- 
pointment they often become riotous, 
tearing down and destroying the list, 
stopping the examiners’ chairs, or otherwise 
misconducting themselves ; and where a. 
large number of young men of this class are 
assembled together, it is quite impossible 
for the officials or the police to exercise 
efficient control over them. The Memori- 
alist therefore suggests that the list, instead 
of being published as now, should be sent 
in a sealed cover to the Board of War, and 
posted up on the following morning on the 
wall outside the great gates there. This 
he thinks would enable order to be preserved 
without causing any injurious delay. Decree 
issued previously. 


IRREGULARITY AT AN EXAMINATION. 


(2) According to a Memorial presented 
by the Viceroy at Foochow, last September, 
just before the commencement of the 
literary examinations, one of the inspectors 
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went into the hall and found there two 
officers belonging to the salt collectorate, 
but at the moment in mourning and there- 
fore vut of employment. They were seated 
at a table with the other officials and 
engaged in stamping the papers to be issued 
to the candidates. Being much susprised 
at this, he deemed it his duty to make a 
report to the Memorialist, who thereupon 
gave orders for an investigation to be held. 
It appears from the enquiry that the two 
salt officers were intimate friends of the 
superintendent of the Provision Department, 
which supplies food tu those taking: part 
in the examination ; and the Superintend- 
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ent who had a great deal to do, requested - 


them to come and help him. Meanwhile 
there was an unusual press of busivess in 
the hall itself. The candidates being ex- 
tremely numerous, some ten thousand and 
more, the numbering of the cells took a 
long time. When that was concluded there 
only remained a few hours in which to 
stamp the candidates’ papers. The proctor, 
whose assistants were but few, was obliged 
to seek for help in order that the papers 
’ might be rondy betes the time for opening 
the doors. He was unwilling to have re- 
course to the clerks and servants; but he 
heard that the two gentlemen above men- 
tioned were engaged in the provision de- 
partment, and he therefore sent to ask 
them to lend him their services. The 
Memorialist is satisfied that this isa true 
account of what happened and that there 
was no trickery going on. Still the Proctor 
showed negligence in allowing the em- 
ployment of officers in mourning, and it 
is requested on that account that the 
Board of G@ivil Ottice may take cognizance 
of his conducts—Approved. . 


RETRENCHMENT ON ACCOUNT ON 
PALACE FIRE. 

Jan. 20th, and 21st.—(1) The Empress 
publishes a decree with reference to the 
recent fire in the Palace. Apart from the 
undoubted carelessness of the guards she 
considers the calamity to be an admonition 
to herself. As an act of retrenchment and 
in order to invoke prusperity she desires 
that all public works be stupped at the I-ho 
Gardens excepting the Temple to Buddha 
and the buildings on the principal road. 


MURDER OF A HUSBAND BY HIS WIFE'S 
PARAMOUR, 

(2) Some time ago in the territory of Ili 
a man was killed by his wife’s paramour 
without her being privy tothe crime. The 
murderer was condemned to immediate 
decapitation and the woman to strangula- 
tion after the autumn assizes. The Memv- 
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rial proposing these sentences was referred 
by the Emperor to the Board of Punish- 
ments. The Board while recognizing their 
correctness, suggested that the Ili govern- 
ment should take into consideration the 
propriety of reducing the woman’s puuish- 
ment to that of banishment. This having 
been approved by the Emperor, the execu- 
tion of the murderer was carried out, and a 
report giving a detailed account of the affair 
is now presented by the present Governor 
of Ili. The murderer was a bannerman 
belonging to the Sibo Tartars, twenty-five 
years of age, and frequently visited the 
house of his victim with whom he was well 
acquainted. One day he found his friend’s 
wife in the backyard and eucceeded in 
seducing her. After this the illicit inter- 
course was continued whenever opportunity 
offered. One day a little more than a 
month afterwards he saw the woman getting 
firewood in the courtyard, and learned from 
her that her husband and all the family 
except a sister-in-law were away from home. 
He thereupon arranged to visit her that 
night and sleep with her. The husband 
however returned home unexpectedly just 
after dark. In the middle of the night 
when he and his wife were fast asleep 
on the kang, the lover entered the 
room by the window and found that 
the husband was there. Overcome by 
rage and disappointment, he groped 
about and found a knife which was lying 
under the mat on the kang. Armed with 
this he stabbed the sleeping man in the 
side, and when the latter cried out with 

in, he threw down the weapon and made 

is escape by the door. The wife waking 
up and seeing some one in the room cried 
out ‘*Robbers.” The sister-in-law lit a lamp 
and came in, and then went to fetch a 
cousin who lived close by. As there were 
no signs of thieves, they thought that the 
woman had stabbed her husband and they 
therefore took her next day to the police 
station. There she made full confession of 
the truth ; and through her evidence the as- 
sassin wasarrested, and the above fagts were 
elicited. The husband lingered for eleven 
days, after which he died. The Memorialist 
again states that strangulation after im- 
prisonment is the penalty to which the 
woman should according to law be sen-: 
tenced, as an adulteress whose husband has 
been murdered by her paramour without 
her knowledge or consent. But still it 
should be remembered that she confessed 
the truth and caused the murderer to be 
identified, and that in her grief for her 
husband’s death she espoused his quarrel 


instead of being blinded by her unlawful 
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love. For these reasons the Memoria- 
list thinks that she should be respited, 
and begs that the death penalty may 
be commuted for banishment. As sen- 
tences of banishment or corporal punish- 
ment are not carried into affect in the 
case of women, the result of this would 
be that she would be delivered to her 
family, who would keep her or cast her out 
as they please.—Referred to the Board of 
Punishments. 


VICTORIES OVER LOLOS IN SZECBUEN. 
January, 22nd and 23rd.—{1) The high 
authorities in Szechuen present a Memorial 
giving an account of sone military opera- 
tions undertaken for the sake of punishing 
‘ and reducing to submission certain Lolo 
tribes in the neighbourhood of Ma-pien 
T‘ing in the south of the province. The 
immediate act which called for the chastise- 
ment of these aborigines was the burning 
of a Chinese guard-house on the frontier 
and the murder of the officer in charge. In 
a previous report the Memorialists describ- 
ed the first successes of the troops, and 
stated that further measures would be 
taken as soon as circumstances allowed. 
Afterwards, when more troops had been 
brought up, it was ascertained that a band 
of three thousand Lolos had collected on 
Great Liang Mountain, and their maraud- 
ing bands were plundering part of the 
neighbouring country. Several battalions 
were despatched at once to meet them in 
front, and two detachments were moved 
up so as to take them on either flank. 
The Lolos awaited the attack in three 
divisions, and a desperate conflict ensued. 
One of their chiefs, Tzi-to by name, 
distinguished himself by his great dar- 
ing. A wound deprived him of one of 
his eyes; but he continued to lead his 
followers, till he was taken in the course of 
the fight and immediately put to death. 
Seventy Lolos were killed in the combat, 
when the rest retired with their dead. At 
this moment one of the flanking detach- 
ments came up. The Lolos were taken at 
a disadvantage, and a large number were 
shot or fell over the rocks. A great 
quantity of weapons were captured, 
and a number of headmen of the Black 
or the White Lolos were killed in the 
course of the flight. The fugitives fled 
into the thick forest where they were 
followed for six or seven miles, after which 
the pursuit was relinquished, on account 
of the difficulty of the ground. After a 
few days a movement was made against a 
group of villages on Little Liang Mountain. 
The road was strongly barricaded ; but the 


Chinese troops rushed gallantly to the : 
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attack, the swordsmen in front and the 
musketeers supporting them behind. The 
stockade was taken and the savages driven 
headlong into the thick forest. Their 
loss of life was very great, and all their 
houses were burnt. At about the same 
time two more expeditions under different 
commanders were made against other clans 
in the same neighbourhoud. In each case 
the troops were conducted by fifty guides? 
and similar success crowned their efforts. 
Altogether in these operations more than 
four hundred aborigines were killed and 
fifteen hundred huts were burnt. Also 
bows, spears and felt coats of armour 
were captured to the number of six 
hundred and twenty. The Chinese loss 
was eighteen killed and fifty-seven wound- 
ed. 


Preparations were being made for an- 
other forward movement, when word was 
brought by the spies that the Lolos of 
Little Liang Mountain were thoroughly 
cowed by their severe chastisement, and 
were talking of giving in. Soon after- 
wards two or three headmen came into 
camp and begged for mercy for them- 
selves and the other clans, all of whom 
desired to surrender in hope of escaping 
destruction. The proposal was referred to 
the Memorialists, amd as they found that 
two-thirds of the nineteen clans to the 
ight of Ma Pien-t‘ing belonged to Little 
Liang Mountain, thought it better to give 
their consent, in order to allow the whole 
atrength of the troops to be turned against 
Great Liang Mountain. Thereupon two 
of the chiefs in the camp went off to their 
villages and shortly returned with the 
people of all the twelve clans, whose pro- 
mises of submission were at gnce accepted. 

Meanwhile two columns marched by 
different roads against Great Liang Moun- 
tain. The first found itself confronted by 
a strong barricade. While half the force 
attacked the obstacle in front, the re- 
mainder climbed up the hillside, holding 
on to the canes and climbing plants, and 
took the enemy in the rear. The latter 
fled precipitately, leaving a hundred and 
eighty men on the field. The second 
column, on nearing the force by which it 
was opposed, concealed two thirds of its 
men in the thick forest by the roadside. The 
other third advanced upon the enemy and 
after fighting fora time, withdrew slowly fol- 
lowed by the Lolos. When they had passed 
the place of ambush, they turned again. 
The concealed men rushed out at the same 
time and took the foe in the rear. A com- 
plete victory resulted, and the troops 
encamping on the spot sent out parties for 


Jan. 23—27.] 





several days to destroy the surrounding 
villages. While a fresh advance was in 
contemplation all the headmen of the 
locality came and sued for peace. This 
was at first refused by the generals. But 
the Lolos persisted in their prayer. They 
said that the chief who had originally attack- 
ed the guard house had been killed in the 
first action ; they would rebuild the guard 
house, surrender all the captives they had 
ever carried off, and promise never to give 
trouble again. Reference was made to 
the Memorialists, who sanctioned the pro- 
posal. Ona fixed day two hundred Lolos, 
the representatives of the nineteen tribes 
inhabiting the two mountains assembled 
on the drill ground at Mapien T‘ing. There, 
after, drinking wine and drawing blood 
from themselves, they swore perpetual 
fidelity. In return rewards were given 
them and they were exhorted to be virtuous. 
The more useful of them were retained at 
the camp in official employ and put in 
charge of the mountain passes. From first 
to last more than ninety Chinese captives 
of both sexes were recovered and restored 
to their homes. 

In conclusion the Memorialists make the 
usual request for rewards for the officers 
engaged in the campaign.—Decrees issued 
separately. 


FRAUD AT AN EXAMINATION. 


January 24th and 25th.—A literary 
student of the Han Chiin, or Chinese Ban- 
nermen, has lodged a complaint at the 
Board of Censors to the effect that two 
Chinese of Ch‘ing Hsien near Tientsin have 
passed themselves off as Bannermen and 
obtained degrees as such at the recent 
military examinations. The Emperor de- 
sires that a full enquiry he made into the 

case by the Board of Punishments. 


MURDER OF TWO PERSONS IN ONE FAMILY. 


January 26th and 27th.—The following 
case is reported by the Governor of Shensi. 
Han Ch‘ang-yeh was a pedlar living in the 
department of Sui-té and had for neigh- 
bours a man named Huang Uei-kuo and 
his’ wife who were notorious for their 
violent behaviour. Some years ago Han 
hired from Huang a mud hut, for which he 
agreed to pay a yearly’rental of 800 cash. 
Shortly afterwards Han happened to be 
badly off for money and applied to Huang 
for a loan of two strings cf cash which he 
received on condition that he was to pay a 
monthly interest of 100 cash. Han soon 
got tired of paying such an exorbitant rate 
of interest and found an opportunity of 
getting on more favourable terms suflicient 
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money to clear off the debt due to Huang. 
The latter was enraged at tinding himself 
deprived of such a good investment and 
took every opportunity that offered of show- 
ing his displeasure. Not content with 
abusing him whenever they met, he had 
Han and his wife expelled from the village, 
though they earnestly begged him to relent 
in view of the difficulties they experi- 
enced in finding quarters elsewhere. After 
he had left the place, Han came back 
one day hawking some crockery ware, 
and had occasion to pass the house of 
Huang, who was working in a field close 
by. . The old feud was commenced again 
by Huang accusing Han of still owing 
him part of the rent of the house, and 
by his attempting to detain the crockery 
in lieu of payment. Han having re- 
sisted the forcible detention of his 
property, Huang picked some stones up 
and smashed the crockery to atoms which 
resulted in a claim for compensation on 
the part of Han. A passer by intervened 
and succeeded in restoring peace between 
the two men for the moment, but the 
loss of his property and the series of insults 
which he had endured so rankled ia the 
breast of Han that he determined to have 
the life of his turmentor. Waiting until 
his wife was fast asleep, he armed himself 
one night with a knife and proceeded to 
the hut where his victim resided. Opening 
the door quietly so as not to disturb Huang 
and his wife, whose snores were audible 
from the outside, he groped his way in the © 
dark to the bedside and thrust wildly with 
the knife at the man’s face. Huang cried 
out, and his wife, who was sleeping in 
an adjoining room, on hearing his screams, 
ran to his assistauce, and in the strug- 
gle which ensued both were fatally 


‘wounded. When their cries ceased, the 


murderer, to make sure that they were 
dead, lit a candle and examined their 
wounds. Realising his own position and 
the necessity of making his escape, he 
picked up a bundle of clothes which were 
lying on the bed, hoping to defray his 
travelling expenses by the proceeds of their 
sale. On reaching his own home he was 
closely questioned as to the cause of his 
absence by his wife, to whom he confessed 
the crime, and who bitterly upbraided him 
for what he had done. The two victims re- 
covered so far as to be able to identify their 
assailant, but their wounds subsequently 
mortified and ended fatally. The case be- 
ing an important one was tried by the 
Court of first instance and subsequently 
reviewed by ssveral Commissions of inquiry 
until it reached the Governor himself. The 
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poven of the law which are quoted as 
eing applicable to it are the following :— 

I.—Where two members of one family 

*are murdered, one deliberately and the 
other in a fray, decapitation is the punish- 
ment of the crime, without however, the 
confiscation of the murderer’s property. 

IJ.—Where the law contains no special 
provision for the punishment of an offence, 
the criminal may be tried and sentenced 
under an analogous statutite. 

III. —Where a man murders another and 
carries off his clothing, repayment of the 
value is made from the property of the 
murderer. 

Han Ch‘ang-yeh has been sentenced to 
death under the foregoing statutes, and his 
property is to be held responsible for the 
repayment of so much of the clothing as 
has not been recovered. A woman who 
has knowledge after the event of a murder 
committed by her husband is permitted by 
the law to screen him, and in the present 
instance no notice is to be taken of Han’s 
wife having failed to report his offence. 


REMITTANCE FROM FOREIGN CUSTOMS 
REVENUE AT ICHANG. 


The Governor-General of the Hu-kuang 
provinces reports the transmission to Peking 
of the following sums from the Ichang 
Foreign Customs during the period extend- 
ing from the 109th to the 112th quarters 
inclusive :-—Tls. 141,064.1.5.5.1.6.1 towards 
the Peking subsidy; Tls. 1,288.2.5.5.6.1 
duty and likin on foreign opium, Tls. 29.2.7 
. representing three-tenths of the fines for 

the Tsung-li Yamén. 


/ YELLOW RIVER WORKS—SUPERIORITY OF 
FOREIGN CEMENT TO CHINESE CHUNAM. 


January 28th and 29th.—Wu Ta-ch‘éng 
observesthat stones and bricks have hitherto 
been almost exclusively uscd in the con- 
struction of breakwaters in the Yellow 
River. In making even a single break- 
water of moderate dimensions as much as 
2,000 fang of stones have been thrown into 
the river, before the structure reached the 
surface of the water. Owing to the light- 
ness of the bricks and their want of cohesion 
the breakwaters have been undermined 
every year by the violent scour of the sum- 
mer and autumn freshets, and even the 
stones have been carried away in such quan- 
tities as to render repairs and additions in- 
dispensable every year for the safety of the 
work. The expenditure on river works 
being limited, and insufficient to provide 
such a large quantity of stones, the break- 
waters have gradually been allowed to 
fall into disrepair, owing to the necessity 
of attending to other works of equal im- 
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portance. Memorialist has heard that in 
Western countries, there is a kind of cement 
( SP f), which in combination with sand 
possesses peculiarly adhesive properties, and 
not being injured by the action of water is 
far stronger and more durable than the chu- 
nam, or tri-partite earth used in China. He 
proposed therefore to take the opportunity 
while the bed of the river was comparative- 
ly dry, and before the drainage canal had 
been opened, to construct a number of 
breakwaters at various places where they 
were required, and to cover the brick 
facings and fill up the interstices between 
the stones with foreign cement. This 
would bind together the loos» materials 
into one compact mass, and by giving 
firmness and adhesiveness tothe foundations 
of the embankment render it capable of 
withstanding the full force of the current. 
It might cost more labour at present, but 
it would economise stones and save trouble 
ever afterwards. Accordingly in the eighth 
month of the present year Memorialist 
telegraphed to Li Hung-chang, and pro- 
cured from him 3,000 barrels of cement 
which were stored at Port Arthur. He 
also sent agents to Shanghai and Hong- 
kong to procure a further supply of 600 
barrels, all of which has now arrived. Should 
the experiment prove a success this cement 
will be a great assistance in river conserva- 
tion works and in the construction of 
breakwaters.—Rescript : Let the Board 
concerned take note. 


BURNING OF MILLET STALKS AT YELLOW 
RIVER. RESTORATION TO FORMER RANK 
OF OFFICIAL CONCERNED. 


About three months ago eight stacks of 
millet stalks caught fire accidentally and 
were burnt down at the Yellow River, and 
the official in charge of the depdt, Pai 
Tséng-hui, was stripped of his button, 
and ordered to make good the amount 
of the damage within a specified period. 
Wu Ta-chéng now reports that within a 
month after the occurrence the official in 
question purchased eight other stacks of 
the same dimensions as those destroyed, 
and as he has shown great penitence for - 
his carelessness, he suggests that he should 
now be restored to his former rank, which 
has been granted by Imperial rescript. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO LIU CHIN-T‘ANG, 
GOVERNOR OF TURKESTAN. 

Liu Chin-t‘ang, having applied for an 
extension of leave for six months to enable 
him to visit his grandmother at his native 
place in Hunan, the Emperor in a decree 
expresses himself constrained to grant such 
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an earnest request, but adds that at the 
expiration of that period he counts upon 
being able to avail himself of the valuable 
services of the applicant, whose post in 
Turkestan is to be filled in the mean time 
by Wei Kuang-tao. 
PROGRESS OF WORKS AT YELLOW RIVER. 
Wu Ta-ch‘éng presents a Memorial re- 
orting that the works at the Yellow 
iver have ‘been making very favourable 
progress up to the date of the winter 
solstice, that the excavation of the drainage 
canal has been completed, and that there 
is now every prospect of speedily closing 
the breach. In his previous Memorial he 
reported that the works at the western and 
eastern embankments had been resumed on 
the 16th and 27th November respectively, 
and he has since kept the Throne informed 
from time to time by telegraph of the 
condition of the works and the advance 
that has been made. At that time the 
opening was 32 chang in width and it 
was proposed to divide it into seven 
sections, three on the eastern side, and 
four on the western with an ending stage 
an either side and a small opening between, 
which was to be filled up last of all. Owing 
however to the great scour on the eastern 
_side, and the consequent difficulty of carry- 
ing on the work, it was decided to make 
only three stages on the eastern side and 
to consider the third the end stage. On the 
western side four stages have already been 
completed and as soon as the end stage on 
the eastern side is finished, the bvats 
carrying materials will be moved aside to 
allow room for proceeding with the fifth 
section which on the western side 
will form the end stage. This will 
leave an opening between the two ends of 
about three chang in breadth below and 
five or six chang above, the closing of which 
will complete the work. The whole staff 
are working night and day and it is 
confidently expected that under the’ pre- 
sent favourable circumstances the breach 
will be closed about the middle of 
the 12th moon (about 15th Jan., 1889.) 
Altogether 4,600 stacks of millet stalks 
have been procured, and the supply 
being sutticient for all possible require- 
ments, the depdts have been closed and 
further purchases discontinued. The ex- 
cavation. of the drainage canal in 43 sec- 
tions has been completed, and it is found 
to be of the requisite length, breadth and 
depth. The winter solstice is now passed, 
the ice on the river has not commenced tu 
thaw, and with the present favourable 
weather there is every prospect of the 
breach being alosed in a few days—Auto- 
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‘graph Rescript. We are deeply gratified 


to learn that there is a prospect of the 
breach being closed, and we command the 
Acting Director General to make use of 
the present opportunity of finishing the 
task Let him direct his subordinates to 
press on with all haste, so that our anxiety 
may be dispelled by the announcement of 
its early completion. 


BREACH IN YELLOW RIVER CLOSED. 

31st January, lst and 2nd February.— 
(1) A Decree of the Emperor records the 
closing of the great breach in the embank- 
ment of the Yellow River near Chéng Chow 
in Honan. The ofticers previously en- 
trusted with the task having failed in their 
efforts to’ accomplish it, they were super- 
ceded last summer, and Wu Ta-ch‘éng 
was appointed Acting Director-General. 
On the 11th of January operations were 
sufficiently advanced to allow the opening 
of the canal, which should conduct the 
water away from the gap. On the 17th - 
the embankment heads were united by 
cables stretched across ; and on the 20th, 
after two days and nights of unremitting 
exertions, the narrow opening was com- 
pletely closed, all the waters in the river 
flowing away by the old channel. The 
Emperor feels that this speedy success is 
due to the unseen aid of Heaven and the 
Gods. Asa sign of his deep gratitude, he 
sends ten sticks of Tibetan incense, which 
he desires Wu Ta-ch‘éng to offer, with 
prayers and thanks on his behalf, at the 
temples of the River Gods in the vicinity of 
the works. : 


In recognition of the promptness and 
sagacity displayed by Wu Ta-ch‘éng in the 
performance of the duty entrusted to him, 
that officer is given a button of the first 
class, and is contirmed in the appointment 
of Director-General of the Yellow River. 
The Provincial Governor, Ni Wén-wei, 
receives back the rank and the button of 
which he had previously been deprived, 
and the Board will select some substantial 
reward for bestowal upon him. Four high 
ottcers, Li Hung-tsan, Ch‘eng-fu, Li Ho- 
nien, aud P‘an Chiin-wen were punished 
for their failure to close the breach before 
last summer. As the portion of the em- 
bankment constructed by them has stood 
firm, and the whole work has now been 
completed, His Majesty is pleased tu extend 
his grace to them and remit their penalties. 
Li Hung-tsao receives back the rank and 
the button of which he was deprived. 
C‘heng-fu is released and takes the position 
of Expectant Provincial Judge. Li Ho- - 
nien is also released, and his title and 
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decoration are restored to him. P‘an Chiin- 
wen is raised again to his former rank ; a 
substantial reward will be given to him, 
and he is for the time retained at Chéng 
Chou to attend to the embankments. The 
remainder of the Decree, which covers se- 
veral pages, consists in the enumeration of 
the promotions or marks of distinction 
bestowed on the lesser ofticers employed at 
the works. 
CHANG-HUA MAGISTRATE CASHIERED. 

(2.)}—In a recent Memorial recounting the 
suppression of the little rebellion at Chang- 
hua in Formosa, the Governor of the island 
stated that the conduct of the Magistrate 
of Chang-hua would be made the subject of 
an investigation. That officer had much 
distinguished himself by the bold resistance 
which he offered to the rebels ; but it was 
doubtful whether this should be allowed to 
weigh against his shortcomings or not. The 
Governor now reports that an enquiry has 
been held under his orders. It is found 
that there are no proofs of the charge made 
against the Magistrate of having allowed 
general extortion to be practised by his 
clerks and subordinates, who were engaged 
in measuring the land in the district and 
assessing it for the purpose of taxation. 
But in the first place the Magistrate made 
himself unpopular by the arbitrary nature of 
his decisions in his court of justice, and by the 
severity of the punishments with which he 
attempted to curb the fierce temper of the 
inhabitants. Later, when the rebellion was 
brewing, he entirely disregarded the symp- 
toms. Not even when the place was covered 
with anonymous placards did he report any- 
thing to the Governor. And when the 
country was actually in revolt he did not 
give a full and explicit account of what 
was occurring. Lastly, in his dealing with 
the Shih Clan, to which the leader of the 
rebellion belonged, he showed great laxity 
and negligence. It is, therefore, recom- 
mended that he be dismissed from the 
public service. Two members of the Shih 
Clan, both holding official rank, are con- 
sidered by the Governor really to have 
instigated Shih Chin-tuan, the actual leader 
in the overt rebellion. After its suppres- 
sion they were required to produce him, 
and promised to do so. But before giving 
information of the place where he was, 
they sént private intelligence to him of 
what they were doing, sv that when the 
troops arrived at the spot, nothing was 
found but an empty house, with neither 
man nor property inside. The Governor 
therefore recommends that these two men 
be stripped of their rank and placed on 
their trial.—Approved. 
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EXCULPATION OF GENERAL YANG TSAI-YUAN. 


(3.}—When Chang P‘ei-lun was in charge 
of the defence of the Fukien coast in 1884, 
he reported that Yang Tsai-yuan, Acting 
Brigadier-General at Taiwan Fu, was 
guilty of concealing the fact of his being in 
mourning for his father and mother, and 
was moreover a disgraced man, who had 
been dismissed from the public service after 
his conviction on a criminal charge. Yan 
Tsai-yuan was therefure cashiered an 
ordered to return to his home. The 
Governor-General at Foochow now reports 
what he finds to be the actual state of the 
case. Lung ago, at the time of the foreign 
trouble at Tientsin, Yang Tsai-yuan was in 
command at Taiwan Fu. In consequence 
of the urgent state of affairs he took some 
money destined for the pay of the troops 
and devoted it to raising an additional force 
and purchasing munitions of war. On 
account of this he was tried for embezzle- 
ment. He was entirely acquitted of the 
charge, but was ordered to refund the 
money spent, which he did without delay. 
His Majesty, however, further directed 
that he should be dismissed from the 
service. He afterwards joined the army in 
Kansu, where he greatly distinguished him- 
self ; and on the application of Governor 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, he was restored to his 
original rank once more. He was there- 
fore in no sense of the words a disgraced 
criminal. In 1883 his father and mother 
died, and as has been proved by a reference 
made to the Viceroy Tséng Kuo-ch‘uiin, he 
reported both deceases when they occurred. 
In 1884 he went over to Formosa at the 
head of some troops intended for the defence 
of the island. The General commanding at 
Taiwan Fu wascalled away on special service, 
and the Viceroy at Foochow, in view of the 
urgent state of affairs, obtained permission 
from the Throne to put Yang Tsai-yuan 
temporarily into the post instead of filling 
it according to the regular routine. The 
Memorialiat also finds to be unfounded a 
further allegation made by Chang P‘ei-lun, 
namely that the General’s conduct caused 
general disgust among the people of the 
island. For enquiries have been made, and no 
trace of any such feeling can be found. The 
Memorialist therefore requests that Yang 
Tsai-yuan may be restored to his rank. 
His only fault seems to be that when 
coming to Foochow he did not give an 
official account of himself, so that the 
Viceroy did not report to the Throne that 
he was in mourning, and secondly that he 
did not earnestly beg to decline the ap- 
pointment offered to him. For these faults 
the Memorialist proposes that the Board 
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concerned should inflict some fitting penalty. 
—Referred to the Board of War. 


DISPUTE BETWEEN TIBETAN TRIBES. 

February 3rd and 4th.—An Imperial 
Decree notices the termination of a quarrel 
which has been going on for the last ten 
years between the tribes of Chaya and 
Kham or Chamdo in Eastern Tibet. It 
commenced in the year 1878, when the 
men of Chaya plundered a town or fort in 
Chamdo. The dispute has now been 
arranged through the oftices uf the Chinese 
Resident at Lhassa. The Chaya people 
have given up their plunder, and in addition 
the Resident has bestowed a thousand taels 
upvn the tribe attacked. The Emperor is 
much pleased with the conduct of the 
Hutukhtu, or Saint of Chamdo. In spite 
of the outrage committed by the Chaya 
tribe, the Saint was able to restrain 
his people, and prevented further trou- 
bles from arising. He also, though with 
much difficulty, continued faithfully to 
perform the official services due by him to 
the Emperor. As a mark of his favour and 
approbation the Emperor desires that the 
Han-lin Yuan will prepare a tablet with a 
suitable inscription for presentation to the 
Saint. 

HIGHWAY ROBBERIES NEAR PEKING. 

February, 5th and 6th.—The arrest of 
four men guilty of highway robbery is 
reported by the police authorities at 
Peking. With the men were seized a 
number of foreign firearms, iron whips, 
and swords. The prisoners acknowledge, 
that, in conjunction with other men still 


at large, they have committed during 


the last few months no less than six rob- 
beries in the immediate vicinity of the 
capital. In several cases they fired upon 
and wounded the travellers whom they 
attacked. Their plunder consisted of all 
sorts of property, clothes, bedding, and 
money. On more than one occasion they 
robbed carts drawn by two mules, and 
besides carrying off the contents of the 
vehicles, they took the animals to Tientsin, 
where they disposed of them. The Memo- 
rialists have sent the criminals to the Board 
of Punishments, and request that the Board 
may be directed to subject them to a rigo- 
rous examination, in order to find out if 
they have participated in the commission 
of any other crimes.—Decree issued pre- 
viously. 
POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO KUO SHU. 

(2) In the year 1861 a Chinkiang Banner- 
man named Kuo Shu was sent to take 
charge of the district of Hsin-ning in 
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Southern Szechuen. In the first month of 
the following year the city was attacked by 
rebels from Yiinnan. The place was taken; 
and the Magistrate, and a younger brother 
who was with him, were killed tighting in 
the streets. It was at the time decreed 
that posthumous honours should be confer- 
red upon them ; but owing to the loss of 
some important documents, the matter has 
never been settled till the present day. It 
is now proposed to bestow a hereditary 
military title on the son of the magistrate, 
and another on the son of the younger 
brother. The last mentioned was in reality 
without offspring; but a child has been 
transferred to him in adoption by a third 
brother still living. —Referred to the Board. 


NEW EDITION OF THE “ HUI-TIEN.” 


February 7th and 8th.—The last edition 
of the Hut-tien, or Collected Institutes of 
the Reigning Dynasty, was published in the 
year 1818. Inthe year 1873 orders were 
given that preparations be made for the 
issue of 8 new edition. The high authori- 
ties of each province were consequently 
required to search their archives from the 
year 1813 downwards and furnish an account 
of all matters which should be included in 
the new work. As no returns, or only in- 
complete returns, have been sent in from 
several provinces, the Emperor is requested 
to order the authorities concerned to supply 
the necessary materials for the information 
of the compilers without further delay.— 
Decree issued previouly. 


A MAN BURNT TO DEATH. 


(2) The Governor of Yiinnan states that 
in some of the country districts of that pro- 
vince the villagers have a horrible custom 
of burning to death any man caught stealing 
corn or fruits in the fields. They at the 
same time compel the man’s relations to 
sign a@ document giving their consent to 
what is done, and then make them light 
the fire with their own hands, so as to deter 
them from lodging a complaint afterwards. 
Sometimes the horrible penalty is exacted 
for the breaking of a single branch or stalk, 
or even false accusations are made and men 
put to death out of spite. This terrible 
practice, which seems incredible when 
heard, came intw use during the time of 
the Yiinnan rebellion; and the constant 
efforts of the authorities have not suc- 
ceeded in extirpating it since. Last autumn 
a case of the kind occurred in the Ch‘i- 
ching Prefecture. One evening a man 
named Péng Chao-sheng was going down to 
watch his own field. His path led him 
along the side of a patch of maize belonging 
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to another man. As he passed he pulled 
offa head of corn. The owner saw him 
and shouted out, upon which he dropped 
the corn and fled.. The owner went and 
told his landlord, upon which the latter 
proposed that the pilferer should be burned. 
The two men having agreed, next morning 
they laid the matter befure an assembly of the 
villagers. As the matter was so trifling, some 
advised that it should-be let drop, but their 
opinion was not listened to. On the fol- 
lowing day the two men seized their victim 
and bound him. The poor man’s mother 
came with all her relations and begged for 
mercy. She offered to make atonement by 
forfeiting the whule of her property to the 
community ; but all she could say was of 
no avail. The men retused to give way, 
and ordered her to give her consent to the 
murder in writing, threatening her that 


otherwise they would put her to death also. . 


Overcome by fear she asked a stranger, a 
travelling doctor, who cannot be identified, 
to write the required paper for her. They 
then piled up a heap of brushwood in an 
empty place outside the village, and the 
next day at noon carried the manout and laid 
him bound upon it. The woman was com- 
pelled to set fire to the faggots, and her son 
was burnt todeath. Afterwards, as soon as 
she could, she stole away to the town and 
gave information to the authorities. The 
two men were immediately arrested. One 
of them, the landlord, died in prison ; 
but the other was sent to the provincial 
capital for trial. The Memorialist finds 
that in the fifteenth year of Ch‘ien Lung 
(A.D. 1750), at the request of the Governor 
of Szechuen, it was decreed that in the case 
of any person’s being burnt to death by a 
body of men, the principal offender should 
be executed by the lingering process and 
the participants in the crime be beheaded. 
The landlord, who in this case was the 
principal, has already died. His fellow 
offender has been condemned to immediate 
decapitation, and the sentence has been 
carried into effect without delay.—Ap- 
proved. 


RESTORATION TO HEALTH OF THE VICEROY LI. 

February 9th and 10th.—At the end of 
last autumn Li Hung-chang caught a severe 
cold in his head which affected the muscles 
of his face, and produced great thirst and 
redness of the eyes. He obtained at first 
twenty days’ leave and was subsequently 


’ granted two extensions of a month each, 


on both of which occasions the Emperor 
expressed great solicitude about the state 
of his health and urged him to procure the 
best medical advice available. Prince Ch‘un 
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sent him twenty pills which had been 
specially prepared in the palace, one of 
which was to be taken every day before 
food. Externally he applied a lotion to dry 
up the tears in his eyes, and internally he 
took medicine to relieve his kidneys and 
promote circulation. During the last 
month the redness of the eyes has greatly 
disappeared ; there has been a_astop- 
page of the tears, and his face has no 
longer the drawn appearance it formerly 
had. The doctor’s bulletin states that the 
disease is already eight parts gone. The 
muscles are, however, still weak, and the 
patient will require to keep out of the 
wind and take rest. With the mildness of 
spring he will be able to go out once more, 
and under the vivifying influences of that 
health-giving season his muscles will re- 
sume their proper functions and the dry- 
ness of the mouth will disappear. At pre- 
sent the food retained by the stomach is 
insufficient, the circulatlon is still weak, 
and a course of treatment must be pursued 
for some time longer. The patient ex- 
presses himself profoundly grateful for the 
many tokens of te hi which he has 
received from the Thrfne, and assures the 
Emperor that nothing is farther from his 
thoughts than to take his ease at such a mo- 
ment as the preseut. Though he has been 
on leave for the past month he has been 
daily occupied in transacting business and 
seeing his subordinates, and has often 
forgotten to take his food until after the 
going down of the sun. All through the 
stillness of the night his mind has been 
troubled with the thought that his sickness 
might cause some miscarriage of public 
business ; now, however, that his sickness ° 
is gradually disappearing he proposes to 
caneel his leave, and resume entire supervi- 
sion of his oftice.—Rescript: We have 
carefully perused the above and must again 
urge upon the patient to be still more 
careful in sparing himself anxiety and 
labour, and to continue a course of medical 
treatment, in the hope that his early 
restoration to health may remove the 
earnest solicitude which We feel on his 
behalf. 

RETENTION OF AN OFFICER FOR SERVICE IN 

CHIBLI. 

Li Hung-chang submits a request for 
permission to retain the services of T‘ang 
Chi-shang, an expectant sub-prefect on the 
Kiangsu establishment, who was trans- 
ferred some years ago to Chihli and who 
has been there engaged in connection with 
coast defence and foreign questions. This 
officer aceompanied Wu Ta-ch‘éng to Hun- 
ch‘un and assisted him in the delimitation 
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of the Chinese and Russian frontier. Under 
the regulations fixed by the Board of Civil 
Office, subordinate officials who have been 
transferred to another province, and whom 
it is proposed to retain there are allowed to 
keep their original rank and remain on pay- 
ment of the usual transfer fees. T*‘ang 
Chi-shang is ready to accept these condi- 
tions, and it is asked that his transfer may 
be sanctioned.—Granted by Rescript. 


_CHOU FU ASSUMES OFFICE AS CHIEF 
JUSTICE OF CHIHLI. 


Chou Fu who was recently appointed 
Chiet Justice of Chihli came to Peking for 
Audience before taking up the duties of his 
post, and was retained there for some time 
to assist in drawing up the new regulations 
for the Board of Admiralty. He subse- 
quently received a month’s leave of absence 
to enable him to visit his ancestral graves 
in Anhui. He has now returned to 
Tientsin, and having received instructions 
from the Viceroy to proceed to his new 
post, he has taken over the seals of office 
from Fang Chen-shin, who returns to his 
proper post of Director of the Yung-ting 
River. The new Chief Justice will still 
continue to perform the duties of Superin- 
tendent of the Secretariat of the Military 
and Naval Forces of the North. ; 


APPOINTMENT. 
Chang-chiin is appointed Brigadier-Gen- 
eral at Hsi-ning in Kansu. 


PUNISHMENT OF THE OFFICIALS FOR FIRE IN 
THE PALACE. 


February 11th and 12th.—The President 
of the Buard of War and his colleagues, 
acting upon instructions received from the 
Throne, submit a Memorial prescribing the 
punishment to be inflicted for the negli- 
gence which caused the fire in the Palace 
on the 16th January last. The Secre- 
taries and Guards on duty at the time are 
to be dealt with separately by the Board 
of Punishments, and the present Memorial 
is directed specially to the case of the 
Commandant of the Guards, En-ch‘iian, who 
is to be fined one year’s salary, and to lose 
one step of commutative rank. 


RELIEF MEASURES IN FENG-T‘IEN, 


The Governor of Féng-t‘ien reports that 
the Shanghai Committee have at different 
times forwarded contributions amounting in 
all to Ts. 40,000 as well as 3,180 wadded gar- 
ments for the relief of the sufferers from 
the recent inundations in Féng-t‘ien. The 
money has been distributed in the neigh- 
bourhoood of Newchwang, Hai-ch‘éng and 
Liao-yang by agents of the Committee 
working in concert with an officer deputed 
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by the Viceroy of Chihli. A further con- 
tribution of 5,000 wadded garments has been 
received from the Tientsin Tavtai, and the 
Military Governor of Kirin has remitted a 
sumof Tls. 4,000 which hasbeen collected by 
himself and his subordinates for the same 
object. The Governor considers that the 
various donors, #8 also the agents of the 
Committee, who, shrinking from no toil, 
have crossed the seas to assist in the good 
work of distribution, are worthy of high 
commendation, and he recommends them 


| for the favourable consideration of the 


Throne under the Regulations applicable to 
subscriptions for relief of distress in Chihli, 
Shantung and other provinces. 


MUTINY IN THE ARMY AT TARBAGATAI,. 


About a year ago a mutiny occurred in 
some regiments stationed in Tarbagatai, 
and MHsi-lun, who was then Acting 
Military Governor of Ili, having been 
dissatisfied with the manner in which the 
matter was dealt with, proposed to send a 
special commission to report on the subject. 
On the death of Hsi-lun the conduct of the 
investigation devolved upon his successor 
who in a report now furnished, attributes 
the cause of the outbreak to the harsh and 
domineering attitude of two of the com- 
manding officers. The soldiers in revenge 
for the treatment they had received rose in 
a body, killed both officers, and brok¢ 
out into regular mutiny. Fortunately, 
however, Mongol troops from the adjacent 
stations promptly reached the spot, and 
the movement was suppressed before it had 
spread beyond the limits of thecamp. A few 
of the ringleaders having been summarily 
executed order was quickly restored. A 
sum of Tls. 38,000, intended for payment 
of the soldiers was seized and carried off, 
and some military accoutrements were des- 
troyed. The full amount of the losses was 
deducted from the pay of the mutineers, 
and the offending regiments were subse- 
quently disbanded. The Memorialist re- 
marks that the troops beyond the frontiers 
are continually making arrears of pay a 
pretext for violent behaviour, and the least 
dissatisfaction with their position makes 
them break into revolt. The present oc- 
currence had, it is true, nothing to do with 
the question of pay, and was merely a sud- 
den outburst on the part of the soldiers 
to revenge themselves on their officers, 
and could not have been anticipated. It is 
asked that the Resident should be exone- 
rated from any blame that might otherwise 
attach to him in consideration of the 
promptitude which he showed in restoring 
order after the event. 


APPOINTMENT. 


February 13th and 14th.—Hsii-t‘ung, 
President of the Board of Civil Office, is 
raised to the rank of Assistant Grand 
Secretary. 

Chang Chih-wan is appointed Grand 
Secretary and Comptroller of the Board of 
Revenue in place of Yen Ching-ming, 
whose connection with the public service 
has now entirely ceased. 

. Sun Yii-wén, a member of the Tsung-li 

Yamén, is gazetted President of the Board 
of Punishments. 

APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Chi Shih-ch’ang. Senior President of 
the Censorate, applies for a further leave of 
absence of one month on the ground of ill- 
health, which has been granted by Rescript. 


ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE BY LI HAN-CHANG 
AS DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE GRAIN 
TRANSPORT. 

Li Han-chang, who was received in 
audience twice haters starting for his post, 
announces his arrival at Ch’ing-chiang, 
were he took over the seals of office on the 
24th December from Hsii Wén-ta, the 
Taotai of the Huai-Yang-hai Circuit, who 
has been temporarily filling the post of 
Director-General of the Grain Transport. 
At the time he wrote the breach at Chén 
Chou was still unclosed, and this adde 
preatly to the importance of his post, which 

e does not consider himself particularly 
suited to fill. 

ILL-HEALTH OF PRINCE TUN. 

February 15th and 16th.—A month’s 
Jeave of absence is accorded to Prince Tun, 
who is suffering from an old infirmity of his 
legs. 

PRESENTATION OF SCEPTRES TO THE 
EMPRESS AND EMPEROR. 

A verbal Decree of the Emperor fixes the 
days on which ju-i (the curved batons or 
aceptres, well known as Chinese curiosities) 
shall be presented to the Emperor and Em- 
press by those officers who have the right 
to present them, on the occasion of His 
Majesty’s marriage, or his assumption of 

ower, and on Her Majesty’s reception of an 

onorific title. 


YELLOW RIVER RETURNED TO SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung reports that 
on the night of the 23rd January the stream 
of the Yellow River reached Shantung. “As 
it came rushing down and carrying masses 
of ice, the sound could be heard at a distance 
of several li. All breakwaters or bunding 
that are exposed to the direct force of the 
stream, have been protected by piles in 
order to prevent damage to them from float- 
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ing ice. The Memorialist himself has taken 
up a position on the banks of the river, so 
as to be at hand in case of danger. 

RETURN OF NEPAULESE MISSION. 


The Viceroy Li Hung-chang states that 
the Nepaulese tributary mission, which is 
on its homeward journey, reached Tz‘i Chou 
near the frontier of the province of Chihli 
on the 13th December last. It then went 
on to Honan, and was taken charge of by 
the ofticials of that province. 

LIU CHIN-T'ANG APPLIES FOR LEAVE OF 

ABSENCE. 

Liu Chin-t‘ang, Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan, applies for leave of absence. 
He desires to return to his province of 
Hunan in order that he may visit his grand- 
mother, by whom he was brought up in his 
childhood. The aged lady, who has reach- 
ed her eighty-fourth year, is very near her 
death, and has repeatedly expressed her 
wish to behold her grandchild once more. 
He is afraid that unless he goes now he will 
never be able to see her.—Decree issued 
separately. 

PRINCE LI RETAINED IN OFFICE. 

February, 17th and 18th.—A Decree of 
the Empress Dowager replies to a Memo- 
rial by Panos Li, who requests to be re- 
lieved of his duties as the head of the 
Grand Council. Her Majesty remarks that 
the Emperor, on his approaching assump- 
tion of sole power will have need of the 
support of his faithful servants. Prince 
Li has given great assistance to the State 
by the trustworthy manner in which he has 
always discharged the duties of the office 
held by him. He is now bidden not to 
persist in his desire to resign. After a 
few years, when the old routinue in the 
government has been thoroughly re-estab- 
lished, a new decree will be issued. 


DEATH OF PRINCE TUN. 


A Decree of the Emperor expresses His 
Majesty’s regret at the death of his uncle 
Prince Tun, which is announced as having 
taken place. The Prince’s son succeeds 
him as a Bei-leh, with the honorary rank of 
a Prince of the second order (Chiin-wang) 

(Norg.—Prince Tun was the fifth son of 
the Emperor Tao Kuang and was common- 
ly known in Peking as the Fifth Prince). 


PERSONAL ASSUMPTION OF GOVERNMENT BY 
THE EMPEROR. EMPRESS DOWAGER ~ 
DECLINES TO ENTERTAIN PROPOSAL THAT 
CERTAIN MEMORIALS SHOULD CONTINUE 
TO BE ADDRESSED TO HER. A DECREE BY 
HER MAJESTY, THE EMPRESS DOWAGER, 

February 19th and 20th.—We have 

received a Memorial frum the Censor, T‘u 
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Yén-shou, in which he takes upon himself 
to give an unreserved expression of opinion 
respecting the approaching assumption of 
government by the Emperor in person. In 
view of the important questions pressing 
at the moment, he asks Us to issue a Decree 
directing that Memorials from the provinces, 
as well as sealed reports from the Officers 
of the Court, should continue to be addres- 
sed to Us, and he requests that such docu- 
ments should be perused by Us before 
effect is given to the proposals to which 
they refer. The Censor’s suggestion has 
caused Us profound astonishment. A 
female Regency was only resorted to asa 
last device, and looking back in Our seclu- 
sion upon the abuses which it caused in 
previous dynasties, We issued special com- 
mands that the Government should revert 
to its proper Head the moment the right 
time arrived, in order that the constitu- 
tional usages of Our revered predecessors 
might be duly preserved, and that no 
ground for adverse comment might be 
furnished to future ages. Our decision 
was taken with firm resolve and our object 
had a deep significance. Besides, We have 
already issued Decrees fully expounding 
Our views to Our subjects, and all classes 
under our rule have cheerfully acquiesced 
in Our action. Were We now at the very 
beginning of a new order of things torequire 
that Memorials should be addressed to Us, 
we should be stultifying our previous action 
by cancelling instructions which have been 
only recently issued. In what light would 
poston regard Us? The analogy adduced 
y the Censor is quite irrelevant, asa female 
Regency and that instituted by the Em- 
peror K ‘ien-lung are totally different things. 
After the assumption of personal govern- 
ment by the Emperor, Prince Ch‘un alone 
will be required to address Memorials 
directly to Us in his own name. The 
secret documents referred to by the 
Censor which have been submitted to 
Us by Prince Ch‘un treated of important 
concerns of state which at the outset of 
the Emperor’s assumption of government 
it was thought he should submit to Us on 
such occasions as he paid Us visits of re- 
spect. It was never for a moment intended 
that this practice should be sanctioned as a 
permanent institution, or that Our tutelage 
of the Emperor should be indefinitely pro- 
longed. The Censor’s suggestion is made 
in manifest disregard of Our former De- 
crees and has the further objection of fur- 
nishing grounds for adverse criticism of our 
_ action in future ages. Having regard to 
the extravagance of his proposals and the 
very important issues to which they relate, 
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we feel bound to administer to him a severe 
warning, unless reckless interference with 
accepted institutions is to go unpunished. 
We command therefore that T’u Jén-shou 
be required to vacate his office of Censor, 
that he be handed over to the Board for 
determination of a penalty, and that his 
Memorial be flung back to him. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Prince Li is appointed President of the 
Imperial Clan Court in succession to Prince 
Tun, and the Vice Presidentship of the 
same Court has been conferred on Prince 
Ch‘ing, who is succeeded in his former post 
of Assistant Director by Prince K ‘o-ch ‘in, 


COINAGE OF CASH IN SHENSI STOPPED 
THROUGH WANT OF FOREIGN COPPER. 

February 21st.—About eighteen months 
ago steps were taken for the erection of a 
mint to coin copper cash in Shensi. Chén- 
an is the only district in the province which 
produces copper, but the quality is so poor 
that for coinage purposes it can only be 
used in combination with the foreign metal, 
and supplies of the latter had to be pro- 
cured from Shanghai. During the time 
that the mint has been working, eleven 
castings have been turned out, represent- 
ing a total of 19,800 strings of cash. The 
supply of foreign eopper is nearly ex- 
hausted, and the officers who were sent to 
Shanghai to make further purchases report 
that owing to the stoppage of the Japanese 
copper works and other causes the price of 
the article has so gone up as to place it out 
of their power to procure any more. Under 
these circumstances, and in view of the fact 
that the experiment of using the native 
copper alone has not proved a success, the 
Governor asks permission to be allowed to 
postpone further coinage operations until 
foreign copper can be procured at reason- 
able rates. 


BANQUET AT THE TSUNG-LI YAMEN TO FOREIGN 
REPRESENTATIVES ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE EMPEROR'S MARRIAGE. A DECREE BY 
HER MAJESTY THE EMPRESS DOWAGER, 
IZU HSI TUAN YU K‘ANG YI CHAO YU 
CHUANG CH'ENG. 

February 22nd.—The appropriate cere- 
monies connected with the marriage of the 
Emperor will take place during the Ist 
moon of the present year, and the assump- 
tion of the government by the Emperor 
will be celebrated in due constitutional 
form in the 2nd moon. All the people 
within the Empire manifest unbounded joy 
and delight, and We feel that the great 
rejoicing of the nation will be shared by 
China and foreign countries alike. Ever 


since the conclusion of the Treaties and 
the establishment of friendly intercourse 
with the various Powers, relations of amity 
and mutual confidence have with lapse of 
time been more conspicuously manifested, 
and the Representatives of the varlous 
Powers residing in Peking all exhibit an 
eminent capacity for evincing a clear per- 
ception of the great principles of propriety, 
and of carefully maintaining international 
comity. As they are now present in Peking 
on the occasion of this august ceremony, 
it is fitting that they should participate in 
the joyous event. We command, therefore, 
Prince Ch‘ing, Yi K‘ang, President of the 
Tsung-li Yamén, and his colleagues to select 
a day in the second moon on which to enter- 
tain with due courtesy at a banquet in the 
Yamén, Brandt, Denby, Shioda, Walsham, 
Coumany, Rodriguez, Lemaire, and Ver- 
haeghe, all of whom are at present in 
Peking, and We further confer upon them 
aceptres, rolls of satin, and other articles. 
On De Luca and Ferguson also, who are 
now absent from Peking, We command 
that the same presents be conferred in 
order to evince the earnest desire of Our 
Court to celebrate the joyous occasion with 
a friendly regard towards Our neighbours. 
Let the Yamén concerned proceed at once 
to give effect to Our commands. 


HONOURS TO SIR ROBERT HART ON THE 
OCCASION OF THE EMPEROR’S MARRIAGE. 


Decree by Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager. Hart, Inspector - General of 
Customs, an officer of the First Grade with 
the privilege of wearing a Peacock’s Fea- 
ther, has long been charged with the con- 
duct of the Foyeign Customs and has shewn 
great ability, earnestness, and devotion in 
the discharge of all his duties. The annual 
increase in the revenue which has recently 
taken place year after year is clear proof of 
the conspicuous success which has attended 
his administration. It is fitting that on the 
occasion of the approaching assumption of 
government by the Emperor We should 
bestow on him a special mark of Our ap- 
probation in recognition of his past service, 
and We hereby command that a Title of 
Honour of the first class of the first rank 
be conferred upon his ancestors for three 
generations. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF PRINCE CH‘UN’S 

SERVICES. 


In a separate Decree the Empress Dow- 
ager acknowledges the great obligation 
which she owes to Prince Ch‘un for the 
sagacious advice and strength of purpose 
with which he has assisted Her Majesty 
in conducting the Government through 
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all the trials and difficulties of a long Re- 
gency. In all that concerned the interests 
and the security of the Empire, the Prince 
has shown a devotion and a capacity of 
action which the Empress extols in terms 
of the highest praise. Special reference is 
made to his powers of organisation as shown 
in the Peking Field Force, which owes its 
existence and present state of perfection 
entirely to him, as also to the courage which 
he exhibited in establishing in the face of 
much opposition the Board of Admiralty 
at Peking. In all grave questions of State 
the Empress has always found that the 
Prince expressed his opinion with much 
freedom and yet with due respect, and she 
boldly affirms that his equal as a Minister 
of worth and dignity is scarcely to be found 
in the annals of the country. Now that 
her term of office is about to expire and 
the Emperor is shortly to assume the govern- 
ment in person, she considers it a fitting 
opportunity to evince her deep gratitude 
for the Prince’s services, by conferring 
upon him a special mark of her esteem. 
She accordingly commands that the Prince 
receive a sword with a scabbard of yellow 
peach-tree bark, and grants him permission 
to use the same material for the cases of all 
the bows and the scabbards of all the 
swords that he may wish to employ. He 
is further to receive a tablet with an 
inscription from the Classics written in the 
Emperor’s own hand, 


HONOURS TO HIGH PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES. 


Another laudatory Decree issued by the 
Empress confers distinctions upon the most 
prominent of the high civil and military 
officers in the Empire. The Viceroy Li 
receives a purple bridle, Tséng Kuo-ch ‘ian 
and Ts‘én Yii-ying are granted the title of 
Guardian of the Heir-Apparent; Yang 
Ch‘ang-shiin, Chang Yao, Liu Chin-t‘ang, 
and Liu Ming-ch‘uan are raised to the rank 
of Junior Guardians of the Heir-Apparent, 
and nearly all the provincial Commanders- 
in-Chief are advanced two steps of com- 
mutative rank. P‘éng Yii-lin and a 
number of other retired military magnates 
are handed over to the Board for the 
determination of fitting honours, and civil 
and military functionaries of the first or 
second grade who have been omitted from 
this Decree are to receive one step of com- 
mutative rank from the Board of Civil 
Office and the Board of War respectively. : 


HONOURS TO HIGH METROPOLITAN OFFICIALS. 

_To the Members of the Cabinet and the 
high officers who have served in the Capital 
during her Regency, the Empress expresses 
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herself as specially indebted for the counsel 
andadvice which they havctendered her inall 
important questions of State that have come 
before her in the seclusion of the Palace. 
Now that Her Majesty is soon to be relieved 
of the load of anxious care which only the 
loyal support of her Ministers has enabled 
her to sustain, she cannot allow the oppor- 
tunity to pass without conferring tokens of 
gratitude upon the Chief Ministers of her 
Government. Prince Li, the Grand Secre- 
taries, O-lo-ho-pu and Chang Chih-wan, 
Hsii Kéng-shén, President of the Board of 
War, and Sun Yii-wén, President of the 
Board of Punishments, are each to receive 
tablets with appropriate inscriptions writ- 
ten by the Emporor, and other suitable 
rewards to be determined by the Board. 
Prince Kung is recommended to the Im- 
perial Clan Court for-the bestowal of a high 
distinction, and his former colleague, Pao- 

iin, is to receive full retiring allowance. 
Yon Ching-ming, Wéng T‘ung-ho, Li Hung- 
tsao, P‘an Tsu-yin and Wang Wén-shao 
are likewise to receive such forms of com- 
mendation as the Board may consider ap- 
propriate, while Wén-hsiang, Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang and a number of other deceased 
worthies are to have sacrificial rites per- 
formed to their memory. 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE IN PEKING TO SENG- 
KOLINCH ‘IN, 


The services of Prince Séngkolinch‘in 
will, the Empress states, secure him a lasting 
reputation with prosperity, and although 
his portrait has been placed in the Tzi 
Kuang Ko and his tablet is worshipped in 
the T‘ai Miao, yet Her Majesty considers 
it fitting that at the close of her Regency 
she should add still another tribute of grate- 
ful affection to the memory of so devoted 
a servant. A memorial temple is therefore 
to be erected to his honour in Peking, at 
which sacrificial rites are to be performed 
twice a year. 

HONOUR TO DECEASED VICEROYS, TARTAR 

GENERALS, AND GOVERNORS, 


Decree by the Empress Dowager which 
covers three pages of the Gazette enumerates 
a list of the leading Viceroys, Governors, and 
Manchu Generals during the past quarter of 
a century to whose memory worship is to be 
paid in recognition of their eminent services 
to the State. Many of the names are now 
nearly forgotten by foreigners, but the 
following may be extracted as still living in 
the recollection of many: Tséng Kuo-fan, 
Lo Ping-chang, Ting Pao-chén, Liu Ch‘ang- 
yu, Chang Shu-shéng, and Chin Shun. 
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MEMORIAL FROM SHENG-T‘AI, IMPERIAL RE- 
SIDENT IN TIBET, REPORTING THE FINAL 
SETTLEMENT OF A LONG-STANDING FEUD 
BETWEEN TWO TRIBES OR PETTY KING- 
DOMS IN EASTERN TIBET, KNOWN AS THE 
CHAYA AND CHAMDO TRIBES RESPEC- 
TIVELY. : 


It appears from the Memorialist’s report 
that the Hutuktu, or ecclesiastical dignita- 
ries, were placed over these tribes in the 
reign of K‘ang Hsi, being invested with 
patents of office and granted judicial powers, 
The Chaya region is wide in extent and 
sparsely populated, the inhabitants being 
of a turbulent and unruly disposition. The 
clerics of Chamdo have strong commercial 
instincts and are given to hoarding money, 
but taxation is heavy, and the common 
people poverty-stricken. Twelve years ago, 
when the Chaya Hutuktu was returning 
from Lhassa, where he had been study- 
ing the sacred books, he stopped at a 
monastery called Tan-ta-ssii in the Chamdo 
region, and was not treated with the 
amount of attention he expected, and 
his subjects regarded this as a personal 
slight. On his return he sent a letter to 
the Chamdo Hutuktu demanding the sur- 
render to himself for punishment of the 
Abbot of the temple. His request was 
ignored, and the following spring a body of 
Chaya troops made a raid upon the Abbot’s 
home, which they plundered and burnt. 
The Chamdo people were indignant at this 
outrage, and recriminations followed which 
eventually resulted in an organised attack 
by the Chaya people, who marched 
7,000 troops into Chamdo. Three engage- 
ments tovk place, in all of which the 
Chamdo people were defeated and their 
country was pillaged and laid waste in all 
directions. At this time a Nepaulese and 
a Tibetan Tribute Mission were passing 
through Chamdo, and the Heads of these 
Missions endeavoured to effect an under- 
standing, but the Chaya people refused 
to accept their arbitration. Two Chinese 
officials then came forward and drew up an 
agreement in several articles which was 
accepted by the Chaya peuple, who with- 
drew their troops. The Chamdo people, 
however, protested against the decision as 
unjust, and lodged a complaint at Lhassa, 
which was renewed time and again. 
Matters remained in this unsettled state 
for several years, during which time the 
postal service through Chamdo was much 
impeded by the pevple,-but thanks to the 
energy and enlightenment of the Hutuktu, 
the duties were performed, although with 
difticulty. Early in 1886 Séléngo, who was 
then Resident in Tibet, fearing that the con- 


tinuance of this feud would block the postal 
» memorialised the Throne requesting 
that the Viceroy of Szechuan should be 
directed to instruct the same two officers 
to go to Chamdo and deal with the case. 
One of these, however, died of fright on 
the receipt of his instructions, and the 
services of the other were unavailable, as 
he had been cashiered. The feud con- 
tinued unabated and the Chamdo Hutuktu 
became unpopular with his people, who 
charged him with submitting tamely to 
insult and leaving the wrongs of his sub- 
jects unredressed. In April, 1886, when 
én-shuo, the late Resident, was passing 
through Chamdo, the district was almost 
in aatate of civil war, and when Séléngo 
and Ch‘ung-kang were passing through 
the region on their way back to Peking, at- 
tempts were made to stop them both, and 
the grievances of the Chamdo people were 
pressed upon them with persistent reite- 
ration. In May, 1888, when the Memo- 
rialist was passing through Chamdo and 
doing his best to push on to Lhassa, he 
was pestered with petitions from the clerics 
and laity, who threatened to abandon 
their postal duties and quit the country 
unless their wrongs were redressed He 
promised to send somebody to leok into 
their affairs, and in due course deputed for 
this purpose a commissary named Chi Chih- 
wén. e in his turn sent a military officer 
to Chaya to see what he could do, and after 
much negotiation, the Chaya people agreed 
to return all they could of the plunder and 
to pay an indemnity of Tls. 1,000. The 
Chamdo claim, however, amounted to Ts. 
60,000 and as they had lost over 100 men 
in the engagements, the satisfaction offered 
by the Chaya people was certainly insuf- 
ficient. Under these circumstances the 
Memorialist was appealed to for instruc- 
tions as to what was to be done, and the 
result of his efforts, which are detailed at 
considerable length, was that the Chamdo 
people accepted an apology, offered with 
the usual hata or silken scarf, from the 
Chaya tribe, who returned what articles 
they could and paid a money indemnity of 
Tis. 1,000, to which the Memorialist added 
another Tis. 1,000 from the postal funds. 
The Memorial concludes with an applica- 
tion for the bestowal of honours upon both 
the Hutuktu and other persons who were 
instrumental in bringing this long standing 
feud to a satisfactory termination. —Decree 
already published. 


SALT REVENUE IN NORTH HUAI AREA. 
February 23rd.—In a sub-memorial the 


24 


Viceroy, Tséng Kuo-chiian, states that the . 
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number of licences issued by the Board for 
the salt trade of the Northern Huai district 
during the year 1884 was 296,982. The 
issue of the 1884 licences was started on 
the 15th January, 1€88, but owing to the 
floods from the Yellow River in the North 
of Anhui and the drought prevailing during 
the present autumn in the same province, 
the consumption of salt was for a time 
greatly restricted. Fortunately, however, 
when the vegetable crops came upon the 
market, things showed a considerable im- 
provement, and Hunan merchants arrived 
in great numbers and made up for their 
revious dilatoriness by large purchases. 

he result was that on the 29th November, 
or only a month after the fixed time, the 
whole of the salt permite for 1884 had been 
placed on the market. 

February 24th.—[No papers of interest]. 


THE YELLOW RIVER IN CHIHLI. 

February 25th.—The Viceroy Li acknow- 
ledges the receipt on the 18th January of 
an Taper Decree informing him that the 
waters of the Yellow River would very 
soon be diverted into their old channel 
and directing him to make timely prepara- 
tions for the safety of the portion of the 
river which runs through his jurisdiction. 
In reply, he states that the southern bank 
of the river in the Tung-ming district and 
the northern bank in Ch‘ang-yiian and 
K‘ai Chou had already been strengthened 
in anticipation of the breach at. Chéng 
Chou being closed at an early date. He 
again instructed the Intendant of the Ta 
Shun-kuang Circuit to see that the channel 
was in a proper state fur the reception of 
the water. At noon on the 21st January 
the water appeared at the upper station 
in the Tung-ming district, and durin 
the night it rose to a depth of severa’ 
feet. The cnrrent was very rapid, and 
its course being unimpeded, it carried 
down with it quantities of floating ice. 
At 10 a.m. on the 22nd January it reached 
the middle station, and by the morning of 
the 23rd the lower station was reached. 
The direction of the water was towards 
Shantung, and ia some places it was level 
with, while in others it was actually above, 
the fascines on the banks. Owing to the 
lowness of the ground on the southern as 
compared with the northern bank of the 
river, the force of the current was felt so 
strongly on the latter side that piles had to 
be driven in to keep away the floating 
masses of ice. So far the embankments 
have stood firm, and as measures are being 
taken to strengthen them, it is hoped that 
all danger of floods may be averted. 
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WANG CHIH-CH‘UN ASSUMES OFFICE 48 
CHIEF JUSTICE AT CANTON. 

Wang Chih-ch‘un, who was Taotai in 
Hainan in 1884, and subsequently took 
an active part in the campaign againt 
the French, was recently promoted to 
the post of Chief. Justice at Can- 
ton. He came to Peking last year for 
audience, saw the Emperor twice, and 
records the deep impression which-the con- 
sciousness of being ‘‘ within a foot from his 
August Sovereign ” haz left upon his mind. 
On his way back to Canton he spent a 
month in repairing his ancestral graves, and 
having been detained for another month at 
Nanking by illness, he did not reach his 
post till lately. He dwells at some length 
upon the importance of the functions which 
will devolve upen hii in his new office, 
noticing in particular the relations with the 
Treaty Powers which often give rise to 
embarrassing questions. 

RETURN OF YELLOW RIVER TO SHANTUNG. 


February 26th.-—-In amplification of a 
telegram furwarded to the Emperor 
through the Tsung-li Yamén, the Go- 
vernor of Shantung presents a Memorial 

iving an account of the return of the 

ellow River to Shantung, and its passage 
through the province to the sea. As already 
reported by him, the water reached the 
provincial frontier on the night of the 23rd 
January. Ou the 26th it arrived at Tung-a 
Hsien, and on the next day it had come to 
the neighbourhood of the capital, Chi-nan 
Fu. On the 27th it was at Ch'i-yang 
Hsien, on the 28th at Pin Chou, on the 
29th at Li-ching Hsien, and late on the 
30th it began to enter the sea. In places 
where the bed of the river is narrow, the 
course of the water was much impeded by 
masses of ice, and in those localities the 
flood rose to a height of from ten to fifteen 
feet. The Governor himself was on the 
river bank stimulating the energies of his 
subordinates, by whose strenuous efforts 
the embankments were preserved from all 
damage. 

BIOT AND LOSS OF LIFE IN SHANTUNG. 

The Governor of Shantung reports the 
occurrence of a serious riot in the Prefecture 
of Lai-cbou, in which a number of govern- 
ment servants lost their lives. It appears 
from: the account given by the Memorialist 
that the salt bureau for the district of Wei 
Hsien has a branch depdt at a place called 
Fu-ko Chuang. One day last December an 
exciseman employed at the depét arrested 
a man for selling smuggled salt. The 
prisoner was handed to the officer in charge 
of the local preventive service and was 
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about to be sent before the Magistrate of the 
District, when a number of peuple from the 
surrounding villages came to the depét and 
begged for his release. Their request not 
being granted, they began to make an 
uproar. The exciseman before mentioned 
fired upon the crowd and killed one of them. 
This so excited the wrath of the villagers 
that, not content with attacking the ex- 
cisemen with knives or swords, they even 
proceeded to burn down the depét. The 
officer in charge, two assistants, nine ex- 
cisemen, and one private person, all lost 
their lives in the flames. There are also 
five more excisemen reported as missing. 
The Magistrate hurried to the spot to re- 
store order and hold an inquest ; and later 
his superior, the Prefect, arrived. The 
latter having made an enquiry into the 
cause of the riot reported the facta of the 
case to the Memorialist. The Governor 
remarks that salt excisemen, in the per- 
formance of their duties, are certain to 
incur the resentment and hostility of those 
who sell or consume unlicensed salt, and 
unless the Magistrate of the district exer- 
cises proper control over them, trouble will 
infallibly arise. It is certain that the Ma- 
istrate of Wei Hsien allowed ill-feeling to 
engendered by always taking the part of 
the preventive officers when smuggling 
cases were brought before him, and so 
paved the way for a riot and serious loss of 
life. It is therefore proposed that the Ma- 
gistrate be dismissed from the public service 
and that an enquiry be held into his con- 
duct.—Approved. 
HONOURS DISTRIBUTED AT EMPEROR'S 
MARRIAGE, 

Febrnary 27th.—The greater part of this 
day’s Gazette consists of Decrees issued by 
the Empress conferring honours or rewards 
on a large number of persons to celebrate 
the joyful occasion of the Emperor's 
laarriage. , 

Among the members of the Imperial 
Family and persons attached to the Court, 
the principal recipients of favours are 
Prince Kung and Prince Ch‘un. To both 
of these Princes are granted additional 
members of the bodyguard to attend upon 
them, and further dignities beyond those 
already enjoyed are bestowed upon their 
various sons. Prince Ch‘un will also draw 
from the Board of Revenue sixty thousand 
more taels for the restoration of his newly 
acquired palace. 

A number of Mongol Princes and Dukes 
likewise receive marks of honour. The 
chief of these are two Korchin Princes, and 
the Princes of the Alashan and the Kara- 
chin tribes, to each of whom is presented 
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a yellow riding jacket. The rest on the list 
are permitted to use purple bridles. A 
third class are created Imperial Chamber- 
lains, and a fourth are allowed the distinc- 
tion of riding in the Forbidden City. Be- 
sides these special marks of favour all the 
Princes and lesser nobles who yearly visit 
Peking are presented with ‘‘Dragon” robes, 
one or more pieces or rolls of silk, and boxes 
of hat fringes according to their several 


ranks. 

Lastly, the chair bearers who carried the 
young Empress into the Palace receive two 
taels of silver each, and the torch-bearers 
one tael. 


REWARDS FOR MAKING TELEGRAPH LINES. 
Last year the Viceroy at Canton reported 
to the Emperor the progress that was being 
made in the construction of telegraph lines 
in the provinces under his jurisdiction, and 
requested that, when the lines were com- 
pleted, the officers concerned in. the work 
might be rewarded similarly with those 
who had erected the earlier lines in the 
rovinces. The new lines in question which 
ave now been entirely finished, run from 
Nanning to Po-ai in Yiinnan, from Wu- 
chou to Kuei-lin, from Swatow to Ch‘ao- 
chou, and from Canton vid Shao-chou 
and Nan-hsiung to the Yii-ling Hills, 
where connection is made with Kiangsi. 
There have also been new lines or exten- 
sions in Hainan and Ch‘in Chou. The 
Emperor at first acceded to the Viceroy’s 
request; but later the Board at Peking 
protested successfully against the proposed 
scale of rewards. It held that the officers 
were entitled only to ordinary and not as 
before to special recompense or marks of 
distinction. On the earlier occasion the 
work was undertaken for the first time, 
while on the latter it was merely in exten- 
sion or continuation of what had already 
been done. Secondly, the circumstances 
were different. The. original line was 
specially required at the moment for the 
transmission of military intelligence, while 
there was nothing of pressing importance 
with regard to the later ones. The Viceroy 
combats this view with great animation. 
With regard to immediate importance, he 
holds that the new lines will bear com- 
. parison with the old one. For one of them 
was required for the operations against 
the Hainan aborigines, and another for the 
transmission of instructions at the time of 
the demarcation of the Tongking boundary; 
in both of which cases, moreover, the: 
materially contributed to the success whic 
was happily achieved. Or if dangers 
and difficulties be taken into consideration, 


Google 


they will be found greater in the later 
case. In Hainan, sixty officials died of 
malaria during the progress of the work. 
The line to Vinnan was carried through 
mountains and wildernesses, uninhabited 
and most unhealthy from miasma. There 
were dangers from wild beasts and from 
robber gangs. Regions were traversed 
where it was difficult to protect the party 
from the suspicivus aborigines who had 
never heard of such things as telegraphs. 
For the above reasons, on which he enlarges 
at great length, the Viceroy begs that his 
original request may be finally approved.— 
Sanctioned by Rescript. 
. WIRE BRIGADE AT PEKING. 

February 28th.—In consequence doubt- 
less of the recent fire in the Palace, an 
Imperial Decree desires the Comptroller of 
the Imperial Household and the General 
of the Gendarmerie to undertake the forma- 
tion of a military fire brigade from the sol- 
diers of the Tartar garrison at Peking. 
Such a brigade formerly existed, though it 
has now disappeared. The new force will 
be modelled on the old one with merely 
such alterations in the rules as may seem 
advisable. 
LADY WITH GREAT-GREAT-GRANDCHILDBEN. 


The Governor of Shansi requests that 
some mark of the Imperial favour may be 
bestowed on a lady who has descendants 
living with her to the fourth generation. 
The aged dame, who is now in her eighty- 
third year, is the mother of the Magistrate 
of Wu-t‘ai Hsien. She has one son, four 
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great-grandchild. —Referred 
to the Board of Ceremonies. 

SALE OF OFFICES IN FUKIEN FOR YELLOW 
RIVER FUND. 

March Ist.—Reference has frequently 
been made in the Gazette during the past 
few months to the temporary re-introduc- 
tion of the system of purchasing titles and 
offices, which has been permitted for the 
space of one year in order to procure 
additional funds for the repair of the Yellow 
River embankment at the breach in Honan. 
The Governor-General at Foochow now 
reports that in the province of Fukien Ts. 
21,970 have been raised from this source 
during the third quarter of last year. The 
contributors were one hundred and fifty- 
three in number, and obtained various 
eee from the rank of licentiate up- 
wards. 


TURBULENCE OF TS‘AO-CHOU PEOPLE. 


In recommending an officer for the acting 
Generalship of the Ts‘ao-chou military 
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district, the Governor of Shantung enlarges 
on the difficulty and importance of the post 
on account of the prevalence of brigandage, 
the fierce nature of the people, and the 
proximity of the place to the frontier of 
Honan and Chihli, whose border districts 
are inhabited by men of a similar character. 
GRAIN TRANSPORT BY GRAND CANAL. 

Last year the carriage of tribute rice by 
the Grand Canal was entirely stopped, all 
the grain which should have been sent by 
‘ that route being retained for the relief of 
the districts suffering from the great in- 
undation. The Governor of Shantung now 
prays that two or three thousand piculs of 
the rice which should properly go by sea 
may be sent by the Canal instead. From 
this it would appear that the grain ordinarily 
sent through the Canal has again been 
diverted to charitable purposes. The Gover- 
nor argues that if two years be allowed to 
elapse without using the Canal, the barges 
will all disappear, and it will be impossible 
to get them together again when required. 
Also the local authorities along the line will 
not clear out the Canal bed, as they are 
obliged to do yearly for the passage of the 
fleet. This will be a serious inconvenience 
to the private boats which now travel by 
the Canal, and will make the task of dredg- 
ing a very difficult one when the time comes 
that it must be resumed. Finally, the 
prosperity of the traders and poor people 
along the two banks depends greatly on the 
Canal traffic.—Referred to the Board of 
Revenue. 

PURCHASE OF OFFICE IN SZECHUAN. 


March, 2nd.—During one month last 
autumn the sales of titles in Szechuan for 
the Yellow River Embankment Repairs 
Fund amounted to Tls. 55,581. The con- 
tributors were sixty-one in number, must 
of them only purchasing the position of 
literary licentiate. 

RE-HEARING OF AN APPEAL TO THE 
EMPEROR IN PERSON. « 

March, 3rd.—The Governor of Anhui 
reports the hearing of an appeal presented 
by a woman who stopped the Emperor's 
chatt while proceeding through the streets. 
From the facts which have been elicited it 
appears that between five and six years ago 
the petitioner’s husband borrowed fifty 
dollars in different sums from two neigh- 
bours in order to pay the expenses of his 
father’s funeral. There was no written 
acknowledgment of the debt, but he pro- 
mised to pay it before the end of the year. 
On the ;10th day of the 12th month, the 
two creditors went to his house to ask for 
their money. The debtor was unable to 
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satisfy their claims at the time, but said 
that he would do so by the 20th. In the 
course of the next few days, however, the 
worry and anxiety caused by pecuniary 
difficulties brought on an attack of a 
wasting sickness, and on the 17th he 
died. That he was in the habit of suffer- 


.ing intermittently from a disease of this 


kind was a matter which every one in the 
village knew. Tha widow had no money 
to provide a funeral for her husband, and 
was in a great state of distress. But two 
of his relations came to see her, and bor- 
rowed a coffin for her, in which with the 
help of some other persons the deceased 
was buried. A month afterwards the widow 
lodged a charge against the creditors in the 
Magistrate’s court. She stated that her 
husband’s debt to them had been settled by 
delivering them the title deeds of some 
land ;‘ nevertheless, on the 17th they had 
come to his house with a number of people 
and attempted to carry off some lime by 
force ; her husband had resisted, upon which 
one of the party seized him by the throat, 
thereby so injuring him that he died ; finally 
they had taken him and buried him against, 
her will, The case was h-ard, and the 
Magistrate found the complaint was un- 
founded. The woman then appealed to 
the Military Inspector of the Yangtze, 
H.H. P‘eng Yii-lin, who directed that the 
case be re-heard. She, however, would 
not appear before the Magistrate, and the 
case went against her by default. She 
then petitioned the Viceroy at Nankin, 
and, before he had time to do anything,. 
went off to Peking, where she presented 
an appeal to the Emperor in person. The 
Memorialist is thoroughly satisfied that the 
above account represents the true state of 
the case, though he has been unable to 
bring the woman to acknowledge that it is 
so. Among the points which he mentions 
as tending to prove it are: first, that the 
date on which the lime was alleged to be 
removed was before the day to which the 
credit was extended ; secondly, that the 
lime was found by the Magistrate at the 
time of the first trial still to be in 
the house. Again, at the time of the 
funeral she made no complaint of foul 
play, and the relatives of the de- 
ceased who saw him before and after his 
death were convinced that he died from 
disease. Also, among the persons accused 
was one man who had long been away from 
home and did not return till after the affair. 
As the evidence of all the witnesses is 
perfectly in accord, the Memorialist suggests 
that it would be unadvisable to let the 
case drag on on account of the perverseness 





of one woman. He therefore proposes to 
terminate it by sentencing the appellant to 
the punishment of a hundred blows and 
banishment to a near frontier for her offence 
of stopping the Emperor’s chair. From 
this punishment she will be allowed to 
redeem herself, being a woman, by a pay- 
ment of money.—Referred to the Board of 
Punishments. 

PUNISHMENT OF THE CENSOR, T'U JEN-SHOU. 


March 4th.—A few. days ago the Empress 
removed from office a Censor named T‘u 
Jen-shou, who had presented a Memorial 
making certain suggestions which amounted 
virtually to a proposal that Her Majesty 
should continue to superintend the govern- 
ment of the country in spite of the Emper- 
or’s accession to full power. She at the 
same time desired the Board of Civil Office 
to determine a fitting penalty for the Cen- 
sor’s offence. The Board sent ina Memorial 
advising what should be done; but their 
statement not being sufficiently explicit, 
a fuller one was demanded. From this 
further Memorial it appeared that the 
Censor would receive some fresh ap- 

intment of about equal rank with the 

ensorship from which he is removed, 
and that his only punishment would be 
that of being under nominal sentence of 
dismissal, while actually holding the post. 
Her Majesty is very angry with the Board 
for their attempt to deceive herself and to 
screen the offender. The Censorate is 
instructed to determine a penalty to be 
inflicted on the Presidents and Vice- 
Presidents of the Board, and a severe 
penalty for the secretaries actually employ- 
ed in the case. The Censor himself is 
summarily dismissed from the public service 
without possibility of re-employment. 

DIGNITIES FOR PRINCE CH‘UN DECLINED. 

. The Empress has received a Memorial 
from Wu Ta-ch‘éng, Director-General of 
the Yellow River, who suggests that some 
special dignities be conferred upon the 
Emperor’s father, Prince Ch‘un. Her 
Majesty notices the modesty and indefati- 
galls zeal with which the Prince has 
performed all, duties entrusted to him both 
during the reign of his brother and in later 
years when she herself has. conducted. the 
government, If honours have been at 
any time. conferred upon him, he has 
repeatedly and earnestly begged to decline 
them. Though some time ago he was 
granted the right to ride in an apricot- 
yellow chair, he has never availed himself 
of the privilege. His sincerity and humi- 
lity are known to all the world and not to 
Her Majesty alone At the commence- 
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ment of the present reign the Prince re- 
presented the danger that was likely to 
arise if worthless officers should endeavour 
to curry favour with their sovereign by ad- 
ducing instances from history in order to 
persuade him to exalt his parent. It were 
best, he said, that no honours should be con- 
ferred in such a case, and he prayed that 
this might hereafter be publicly established 
as the rule for the future. Nothing could 
be nobler than such conduct ; and it was 
with feelings of deep admiration that Her - 
Majesty felt constrained to comply with 
the Prince’s wish. The proposal of Wu 
Ta-ch‘éng shows that the time has come 
when it is necessary to publish to all the 
empire the Memorial previously presented 
by the Prince. It will then be manifest 
how the present dynasty eurpasses its pre- 
decessors, and what are the feelings of the 
illustrious Prince. At the same time a 
stop will be put to the secret schemes of 
any who would desire to elevate themselves 
into lofty positions by making flattering 
proposals. 

. March 6th.—[No documents of interest. } 

ABDUCTION AND MURDER IN ANHUI. 


March, 6th.—The Governor of Anhui 
reports the execution of three men who 
had been guilty of abducting a woman and 
murdering several persons. The principal 
criminal was one Chang Hsiao, the owner 
of a boat, in which he and three companions 
were in the habit of travelling up and down 
the rivers in the northern part of the 
province, robbing and plundering as op- 

ortunity offered. One day the summer 

fore last they arrived at a quiet’ spot in 
the neighbourhood of Meng-ch‘en Haien. 
One of the party, Tu Chii-san, went on 
shore for a stroll and saw a woman cutting 
grass. As she was quite alone, he 
determined to carry her off and sell 
her. Coming up quietly from behind, 
he threw her down on her face, tied up her 
eyes and mouth with cloths, and carried 
her off to the boat. As svon as she was 
untied she began to scream, but was reduced’ 
to silence by a threat to kill her. The kid- 
napper told his companions what had hap- 
pened, and promised to share with them: 
the money got by selling the captive. They 
sailed away down stream, and anchored for 
the night in a desolate place. Chang Hsiao, 
who was taken with the woman’s appear- 
ance, gave her kidnapper some money, 
and with his permission took her and 
ravished her. In the meantime, the hus- 
band. had discovered his wife’s loss, and, 
after reporting it to the authorities, set out 
to look for her with his elder brother and a 
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working man in their employ. On the 
third day they discovered her, and with the 
help of the local constable, as well as a 
policeman, who was also engaged in the 
search, went on board and arrested the 
party. he woman told how she had 
been carried off by Tu Chii-san, but from 
shame said nothing of what Chang Hsiao 
had done. The kidnapper was promptly 
put in irons ; while Chang Hsiao succeeded 
in persuading the pvulice that he and 
the rest knew nothing of the affair, their 
boat merely having been hired in the 
ordinary way. The policeman therefore 
determined to take the prisoner back with 
the party in the boat and hand him over to 
the Magistrate. The local constable wanted 
to hire a guard to go with them, but that 
was considered unnecessary. In the mean- 
time Chang Hsiao and his men had already 
formed a plot. Before starting, one of them 
went on shore and bought materials for a 
feast ; and as the boat sailed alung, the 
party were plentifully regaled with food 
and wine. After this they went to sleep 
in different parts of the boat, the policeman 
staying with his prisoner. Towards mid- 
night when the boat was in a lonely place 
and the guests were all slumbering soundly, 
the robbers attacked them with knives and 
killed them one after another. The police- 
man grappled with Chang Hsiao, but was 
slain by the others from behind. The 
woman, seeing what happened began to 
scream, but was silenced by threats of a 
similar fate. They then threw the bodies on 
to a bank, cleaned up the traces of blood, 
and sailed away. The corpses were soon 
discovered and a hue and cry was raised. 
As the search was becoming very hot, 
Chang Hsiao sold his boat, and the party 
separated. He kept the woman, but gave 
five dollars to Tu Chii-san, and promised 
something to the rest. One of the gang 
also remained with him ; and he was shortly 
afterwards joined by his mother. They 
took a passage together in a boat, the 
woman being passed off as his wife. 
When, however, they came to a place 
where a number of soldiers were making 
a search, she availed herself of the op- 
portunity to give the alarm. Chang Hsiao 
disappeared, but the rest of the party 
were seized and sent to the authorities. 
Shortly afterwards both Chang Hsiao and 
Tu Chii-san were captured, one only of the 
gang thus remaining at liberty. In the 
ordinary course of things, after their trial 
by the local authorities, the prisoners should 
have been brought before the Memorialist 
for a final examination. But as the facts 
of the case have been established beyond 
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all doubt and their correctness has been 
acknowledged by the prisoners, it has been 
thought better for once to dispense with 
this formality. Meng-ch‘en Hsien lies to 
the north of the Yellow River floods, and 
some accident might happen during the 
long journey which it would be necessary 
to make. Without taking notice of the 
lesser offences committed by them, Chang 
Hsiao has been cvonvicted of being the 
principal in the murder of three per- 
sons of one household, namely two brothers 
and their servant, and the two other 
men were accessories and actual partici- 
pants in his crime. In accordance with 
the law the first mentioned prisoner has 
therefore been condemned to the punish- 
ment of death by slow degrees, and the two 
others to immediate decapitation. These 
sentences were carried out immediately 
on account of the seriousness of the case, 
without previous reference to Peking. The 
mother of Chang Hsiao, who was not con- 
cerned in his crimes, and the woman who 
was kidnapped, have both been set at 
liberty.—Referred to the Board of Punish- 
ments. 


March 7th.—[No document of interest. ] 


FENG TZU-TS‘AI REBUKED, 


March 8th.—It appears from a Decree 
of the Emperor that General Feng Tsii- 
ts‘ai has made certain complaints against 
the clerks in the Board of Civil Oftice at 
Peking. The General alleged that for the 
sake of extorting gratuities, the clerks of 
the Board subjected to improper manipula- 
tion the lists of officers for whom rewards 
or honours were proposed, and he request- 
ed that certain officers might receive the 
advancement which had been asked for 
them in spite of the objections formulated 
by the Board. A clerk against whom he 
seems to have made a distinct charge is 
found not to exist ; but one of a somewhat 
similar name who appears to be the person 
designated, and two individuals, a substitute 
clerk and a workman, have been handed 
over to the Board of Punishments for trial. 
The lists of proposed honours have been 
scrutinised by the Board, and all the 
approvals or objections are found to be in 
accordance with the law and regulations in 
force. The recommendations which were 
made by Chang Chih-tung on account of 
the campaign against the Hainan aborigines 
have been considered by him in consequence 
of the Board’s comments upon them ; and 
the amended list has been finally approved. 
Last, the Memorialist is taken to task 
for having asked whether his son might 
receive promotion as promised. This, the 
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Decree says, was granted eight years age, 
and has never been in doubt inall. The 
Mennorialist’s request therefore is stupid 
and foolish ; and the Board is directed to 
determine a penalty for him. 


REWARDS FOR RELIEVING DISTRESS IN 
ANAUI. 

The Viceroy Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian presents a 
Memorial. He says that the distress in 
Anhui and Kiangsu is sv widely spread 
that the funds at the disposal of the gov- 
ernment are insuflicient to cope with it. 
In consequence of this state of affairs 
the Emperor consented that honours 
should be conferred upon the donors of 
contributions for the benefit of the sufferers. 
At the present moment, when extreme cold 
prevails, raiment for the poor is especially 
needed. Five ofticials, therefore, in differ- 
ent parts of the country have come forward, 
each with the gift of a thousand wadded 
coats, or a thousand complete suits, which 
they desire to be presented in accordance 
with the expressed wishes of their deceased 
parents. The Memorialist suggests that 
permission should be given for the erection 
of portals in honour of the donors of these 

_ charitable bequests. —Granted. 


REWARDS TO OFFICERS FOR SERVICES IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE EMPEROR’S 
MARRIAGE. : 
March 9th.—The various public depart- 
ments in Peking are instructed by a Decree 
published in to-day’s Gazette to recommend 
for preferment all their members who were 
detailed for duty in connection with the 
celebration of the Emperor’s marriage. 
Approval is expressed of the manner in 
which the arrangements for the auspicious 
event were carried out and a tribute of 
praise is bestowed upon the active services 
of all concerned. 


PRINCE CH‘UN ON HIS OWN POSITION AS 
FATHER OF THE EMPEROR. 


March 10th.—In a Secret Memorial which 
purports to be written fourteen years ago 
when the boy Emperor entered the Palace, 
Prince Ch‘un, with a view of preventing 
unauthorised proposals regarding himself 
being made by intriguing persons at any 
future date, sets forth his views on the posi- 
tion to be occupied by the father of an 
Emperor who has succeeded to the Throne 
by adoption. He quotes a number of histo- 
rical precedents on the subject, in some of 
which he considers the course followed to 
have been very appropriate, and in others 
he finds it the reverse. As an instance of 
the former class, he adduces the case of 
Prince Hsiu, during the Sung dynasty, 
whose title remained unaltered after his son 
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became Emperor with the appellation of 
Hsiao Tsung. On the other hand the dis- 
cussions which took place regarding the 
etiquette to be observed towards the fathers 
of Ying Tsung of the Sung dynasty, and of 
Shih Tsung of the Ming dynasty, led to end- 
less confusion and trouble. Passing over as 
unworthy of consideration the opinions 
expressed by Chang Ts‘ung and Kuei, the 
Prince finds that evensuch loyal and devoted 
Ministers as Han Ch‘i and Sst Ma-Kuang 
took diametrically opposite sides in the 
discussion. The reason for this is nut far 
to seek. Such exceptional circumstances 
naturally give rise to difference of opinion 
and heated controversy, and although 
among the disputants there are not a few 
who have the interests of the Imperial 
House really at heart, yet there are others 
who, making the occasion a stepping stone 
for their ambition, force their views upon 
the Sovereign as sound doctrine. Since 
the present dynasty entered upon the 
Sovereignty by Divine Command, the 
succession has been transmitted for ten 
generations from father to son in an un- 
interrupted line of splendour and pro- 
sperity, which has rarely if ever been 
equalled throughout all past ages. - When, 
however, the Emperor T‘ung Chih was 
suddenly called away from his people in 
the prime of manhood, and the Empress 
in her anxiety for the maintenance of the 
Imperial line and the welfare of her sub- 
jects commanded the present Emperor to 
enter upon the Great Succession, she gra- 
ciously made the title of Prince held by 
Memorialist, his father, hereditary in the 
family for ever. The Memorialist feels 
certain that the upright policy pursued by 
H.M. the Empress during the Regency will 
have the effect of stifling all such mis- 
chievous proposals but he dreads that here- 
after, when the Emperor enters upon the 
Government in person, some unprincipled 
characters who have only recently been 
advanced to office from their thatched huts, 
may in their anxiety to find a short cut to 
the post of Prime Minister, try to obtain 
a hearing from the Emperor for such dan- 
gerous schemes, and should His Majesty 
unfortunately show the least indecision on 
the subject, serious trouble may be caused 
to the dynasty. He would ask therefore 
that his present Memorial should be held 
back until the Emperor assumes personal 
control of the Government, and that it 
should then be published as a Manifesto of 
his own wishes regarding himself, both now 
and for all time to come. Promoters of 
such obnoxious theories should be regarded 
as dangerous to the State and treated with 
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ignominy. Should the Empress be pleased 
to issue stringent instructions on the sub- 
ject, the Emperor will not venture to disre- 
gard them, and the Memorialist’s reputa- 
tion and loyalty will besafe-guarded. Decree 
already issued. 

WU TA-CHENG’S PROPOSAL THAT A HIGH TITLE 
SHOULD BE CONFERRED ON THE 
EMPEROR'S FATHER. 

In a secret Memorial printed immediate- 
ly after that of Prince Ch‘un, Wu Ta-ch ‘éng 
requests the Empress to issue a decree 
directing that some high titles of honour 
should be conferred upon the Prince on 
the occasion of the Emperor's assumption 
of Government, in order that a precedent 
may be established on the subject, and the 
relations between the Emperor and his 
father duly accentuated. The Memorialist 
observes that Prince Ch‘un has laboured 
loyally and disinterestedly for the welfare 
of the State, and his conduct has been 
uniformly humble and respectful. In the 
inauguration of the Board of Admiralty 
and all the details connected therewith, he 
unostentatiously performed great services, 
which have secured him the respect and 
esteem of all classes in the Empire. To the 
Empress he acted the part of a faithful servant 
and adviser, while to the Emperor he stands 
in the relation of father to son. The prin- 
ciples of Government pursued by the present 
dynasty are based upon filial piety, and 
it is essential that clear distinctions in 
nomenclature should be made under this 
head. In the case of ordinary public 
servants the dignity attained by the son 
applies retro-actively to his parents, and 
the promptings of filial affection are thus 
satistied. This principle holds good still 
more strongly in the case of the Emperor 
whose parents should receive high titles 
of distinction, Mencius says that the 
holy man is the highest embodiment 
of human relations, and a code of 
etiquette based upon these relations can 
have no other object than the further- 
ance of propriety and mutual good will. 
If the Emperor’s heart is at rest so will 
be that of the Empress and of all the 
people under theirsway. The Memorialist 
has searched through the annals of the past 
and finds that a prolonged and complicated 
discussion resulting in no final decision, 
took place regarding the honours to be 
conferred upon Prince P‘u, the father 
of Ying Ysung of the Sung dynasty, and 
Prince Hsing Hsien, the father of Shih 
Tsung of the Ming dynasty. In his Com- 
mentaries on the Mirror of History, the 
Emperor K‘ien-lung has dealt with both of 
these cases. The Imperial, commentator 
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after stating that the idea of ennobling 
Prince P‘u arose with Han Ch‘i, combats 
the views of those who held that the Em- 
peror by adoption ought to pay no regard 
to his own father as being inconsistent with 
the Book of Rites, and pertinently asks, 
suppose Prince P‘u had still been alive 
what treatment would he have received ? 
He adds that the Emperor by adoption 
cannot properly address his own father 
as uncle, and that an Imperial designation 
cannot be added to that term. The con- 
tentions of Wang Kuei and Sst Ma-Kuang 
appeared to him to be entirely forced, and 
based upon no authority and he preferred 
to follow Ou-yang Hsiu, who took his stand 
upon the Book of Rites. In the second 
case of the same kind which occurred in 
the Ming dynasty, the circumstances were 
different, but an attempt was made to 
follow the same line of conduct, and in this 
case also the Imperial commentator pro- 
tests against the use of the term uncle 
instead of father, and expresses his opinion 
that it would have been better to recognise 
at once the father by birth, and confer 
upon him as such an honorary title. This 
is the course which the Memorialist suggests 
should be adopted in the case of Prince 
Chu’n, who as the Emperor’s father by birth 
should be given an honorary epithet to dis- 
tinguish him from the adoptive father, the 
Emperor, Hsien Féng. In conclusion, the 
Memorialist states that although he has 
been serving in the provinces for several 
years, yet his heart still yearns for the 
metropolis and as he sympathises in the 
joys and sorrows of the Court, he cannot 
but prefer a request that instructions should 
be issued for the consideration of a proper 
style of address to be issued towards Prince 
Ch‘un on the assumption of Government 
by the Emperor. 


Decree rebuking Wu Ta-ch‘éng already 
published. 


FIRE BRIGADE FOR THE PALACE. 


March 11th.—Prince Li reports that he 
is taking steps in compliance with Imperial 
instructions to organise a Fire Brigade for 
service in the Palace. It seems that such 
an institution formerly existed, but that 
the drill of the men has been neglected 
and the apparatus allowed to go out of 
working order. A set of regulations in 
eight clauses has now been drawn up by 
the Members of the Cabinet and the Gene- 
ral of the Gendarmerie, the object of which 
is to restore the Brigade to an effective 
condition by increasing the strength of the 
corps and by providing a supply of suitable 
apparatus. 
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STRANGE BEHAVIOUR OF AN OFFICER 
OF THE LIFE GUARDS. 

A Censor reports that when sitting at 
home one day last month, an officer of the 
Life Guards of the name of Li K‘ai-yang 
asked to see him, and walked straight into 
his drawing-room before he had time to 
withdraw. He knelt down, and pointing 
to sume wounds on his person, sued for 
redress, but when questioned as to his 
assailants, was unable to give any account 
of them. A woman, however, whose re- 
putation was not above suspicion, subse- 
quently appeared upon the scene and 
charged the man with having created a 
disturbance in her house. The woman was 
placed under the surveillance of an official 
female guardian, and her house was closed 
up. The officer turned up another day in 
plain dress in the Censor’s Court, and when 
ordered to state his grievances, if he had 
any, upon his knees, he became refractory 
and regardless of the decorum proper to 
the place. The Censor suspects that the 
maltreatment which the man received was 
brought on by his own rowdy conduct, and 
requests that he should be cashiered asa 
preparation for the full investigation of the 
case. 
DEGRADATION OF OFFICIALS OF BOARD OF 
CIVIL OFFICE. 


March 12th.—Hsi Chén and Haii-t‘ung, 
the Presidents of the Board of Civil Office, 
and Sung Kuei, Hii Ying-k‘uei, Ching- 
shan, and Sun Chia-nai, the Vice Presidents 
of the same department, have all been 
stripped of their rank, but left in their 
posts, on account of the blunder they made 
in determining the punishment to be in- 
flicted upon T‘u Jén-shou, the Censor, who 
recently asked the Empress to continue 
her tulelage of the young Emperor. 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIFF OF YUNNAN AND HIS 
CONGRATULATORY ADDRESS TO THE THRONE. 


Féng Tzii-ts‘ai, the Commander-in Chief 
of Yiinnan, who has been engaged for some 
time past in work of defence on the Tong- 
king frontier, forwarded a congratulatory 
address to the Throne on the occasion of the 
Emperor’s assumption of Government. 
These addresses should be couched in a 
special phraseology, and Féng Tzii-ts‘ai, 
who was formerly an active Taiping rebel, 
fell into the error of adopting an epistolary 
style of writing, which so incensed the 
Empress that she ordered the General, who, 
it seems, has committed similar gaucheries 
before, to be handed over to the Board for 
the determination of a penalty. 
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ACTING APPOINTMENT AS CHIEF JUSTICE OF 
SZECHUAN. 


March 13th.—Yu Chih-k‘ai, the Chicf 
Justice of Szechuan, having been transfer- 
red as Lieutenant-Governor to Canton, the 
vacancy is to be temporarily filled by the 
Taotai Huang Yiin-ku, pending the arrival 
in the province of Ho-shu, the new incum- 
bent of the post. The acting Chief Justice 
is a metropolitan graduate who served for 
some time in the Buard uf Punishments in 
Peking and has risen by successive stages 
to his present rank. 


SETTLEMENT OF AN APPEAL CASE. 


March 14th.—The Governor-General at 
Foochow reports the settlement of a long 
standing dispute, which had been made the 
subject of an appeal to Peking. The appel- 
lant, Lin Kuang-ch‘iiing, as well as the 
defendants in the case, are natives of the 
Fu Ch‘ing district, where they have lived 
and known each other for a number of 
years. One morning about ten years ago, 
the appellant’s brother, Lin Kuang-téng, 
went out with a relative in a fishing smack, 
and when engaged at his work, a boat 
belonging to one of the defendants named 
Wu Téng-kuan, in passing close by the 
smack, caught the net, dragged it for some 
distance and destroyed it. Lin Kuang- 
téng having made a demand for compensa- 
tion, a braw] ensued in which he was beaten 
to death by the owner of the boat and his 
partner. The only witness was the above 
mentioned relative, who after informing 
the father of the deceased, took passage on 
board a foreign steamer, went abroad, 
and has not since been heard of. Wu 
Téng-kuan, the owner of the boat, made 
his escape and is still at large, while his 
companion died in prison. The father and 
the appellant brought action against a 
number of other men belonging to the same 
clan whom they accused of having been 
implicated in the transaction, and after 
dragging on for nearly ten years, the case 
was at last taken to Peking, whence it was 
sent back to the lower Courts for a final 
investigation. It was heard by the Chief 
Justice and Prefect of Foochow, who, 
although the chief offender was not before 
them, decided to bring the case to a final 
settlement, in order to save the accused 
from any further hardship. The men have 
all been found innocent, and though the 
appellant’s conduct would, under other 
circumstances, render him liable to punish- 
ment, he has been pardoned in considera- 
tion of the fact that he had a real grievance 
in the death of his brother. 
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MAN KILLED IN A BRAWL. 


The following case has been reported by 
the Governor of Turkestan. Two Moham- 
medans named Ssii-ti-k‘o and Mai-mai-t‘i 
agreed last year to rob a man’s house in 
the city of Yarkand. They succeeeded in 
securing plunder to the value of Tis. 20, 
and Ssii-ti-k‘o lodged his share at his com- 
panion’s house. The latter sold it and 
made use of the proceeds, and when Ssii- 
ti-k’o came to claim his share, his right to 
it was denied on the ground that the whole 
was stolen. A scuffle ensued between the 
two men in which Mai-mai-t‘i received 
wounds which caused his death a few days 
later. His assailant has been condemned 
to strangulation, and the family of Mai- 
mai-t‘i has been ordered to pay a money 
compensation to the original owner of the 
property. 

CHANGE OF TAOTAI AT WUHU. 

The Governor of Anhui reports that 
Shuang-fu, the Taotai at Wuhu, has been 
suffering severely for some months past 
from dysentery, which has lately become so 
bad that he has been obliged to make an 
application for leave to retire to enable him 
to return to Peking and recruit his health. 
As the Taotai at Wuhu is invested with 
the control of two Custom houses, and is 
constantly called upon to conduct important 
international questions, it is essential that 
the post should be held by an ofticer of 
experience, and an acting Taotai named 
Sun Chén-ch‘iian, who has twice been in 
charge before, has been appointed to fill 
the vacancy pending the arrival of the new 
Taotai, who is one of the Secretaries of the 
Tsung-li Yamén. 


REFUSAL TO CONFER HONOURS ON ACCOUNT 
OF THE EMPEROR'S MARRIAGE. 


March 15th.—The Imperial Board of 
Astronomy and the department which su- 
erintends the parks and hunting grounds 
aving submitted recommendations on be- 
half of several of their members for services 
alleged to have been rendered in connec- 
tion with the Imperial Marriage, the appli- 
cation has been refused on the ground that 
the event imposed no duties of importance 
on either department. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A DECEASED 
GENERAL. 

The Governor of Kueichow submits an 
application for permission to erect a 
memorial Temple in the departmental town 
of Ku-chow to General Chang Wén-té, to 
whose services the district is indebted for 
Beclgiarae from destruction during the 

‘aiping rebellion. The building has already 
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‘as three thousand mu in extent. 


been erected, but as the subscribers were 
unaware that an application to the Throne 
was necessary, it still bears an unofficial 
character. Permission to erect the Temple 
has been granted, but the accompanying 
request for the bestowal of an honorary 
title has been refused. 


ALLUVIAL LANDS NEAR CANTON TAKEN BY 
’ GOVERNMENT. 

March 16th.—Some time ago a Provincial 
Graduate and Board Secretary, named 
Wang Pao-chén, was cashiered at the 
request of the Canton authorities. The 
offence with which he was charged was that 
of aiding and protecting a number of per- 
sons of the Wang clan at Tung-huan Hsien 
who had taken possession of some alluvial 
land belonging to the Government, and 
refused either to surrender it or to make 
any payment for the time during which 
they had occupied it in the past. The land 
in question was a large tract, being as much 
The Vice- 
roy now reports that it has been relinquished 
by its irregular occupants and has been 
transferred to other parties who have pur- 
chased the right to lease it. Also the 
cashiered officer and the other members of 
the clan have paid to the Government a sum 
of Tls. 20,000, which has been assessed as 
a fair equivalent of their profits during the 
time of their unauthorised occupation of the 
land. This money has been credited to the 
Provincial Coast Defence Fund. Finally, 
in accordance with a representation made 
by the local authorities, the Viceroy requests 
that Wang Pao-chén may be restored to his 
former rank and position, as the case has 
been satisfactorily terminated, and it further 
appears that he had not taken the general 
lead of the members of the clan in their 
opposition to the Government.—Referred 
to the Board of Civil Office. 


TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS AT CANTON. 


Kao Ch‘ung-chi, Grand Treasurer for the 
Province of Kuangtung, has been made 
Governor of Kuangsi. and Yu Chih-k ‘ai has 
been appointed Treasurer in his place. Till 
the latter can arrive at Canton, by the 
Viceroy’s recommendation, the Provincial 
Chief Justice, Wang Chih-ch‘un, will act 
as Grand Treasurer, and Wang Ching-hsien, 
Taotai for Kao-chou and Lien-chou, will 
act as Chief Justice. 


CHARITABLE GIFTS FOR HONAN. 

The Governor of Honan reports the re- 
ceipt of three -liberal donations for the 
benefit of the distressed poor in his pro- 
vince. The first donor is Chao Hung-chii, 
General of the Ts‘ao-chou District in Shan- 
tung. He has given a thousand suits of 


wadded clothes, in accordance with the 
wishes of deceased grand-parents, who when 
alive had often exhorted him to take plea- 
sure in acts of benevolence. The second is 
Captain Fan Chin-shou, Commander of the 
garrison at Hsii-chou Fu in Kiangsu, who 
following the wishes of his late parents has 
given a sum of a thousand taels. Thirdly 
a widow lady named Chou of Ho-fei in 
Anhui has presented five hundred piculs of 
rice, equal in value to twelve hundred taels. 
The Memorialist begs the Emperor to grant 
permission for the erection of pai-lous in 
honour of the widow lady and of the grand- 
parents and parents of the other donors. 
—Granted. 


TABLET FOR RIVER GODS IN HONAN. 


The Governor of Honan represents that 
’ when in September 1887 the Yellow River 
burst its banks and flowed away to the south, 
the city of Wei-shih lay in the direct course 
of the torrent, by which it was surround- 
ed on all sides. The town wall having fallen 
down for some hundreds of feet, subscrip- 
tions were raised, materials bought, and 
strenuous endeavours made to repair the 
damage. Still for six days and nights, as 
the flood increased, the place was in the 
most imminent danger. Suddenly the 
transfigured forms of the River Deities and 
spirits appeared, and the waters at once 
were calmed. The re-inspirited people 
doubled their efforts and succeeded in 
putting the town into a condition of safety. 
Next year the spring and summer freshets 
both passed by without doing harm. The 
grateful inhabitants have now raised a 
temple on a fair spot within the walls, in 
order that they may there offer worship to 
the deities and lesser spirits, officially 
recognised hy the state. They also pray 
that His Majesty will be pleased to present 
the temple with a commemorative tablet, 
and to allow it to be included among the 
number of those where official worship is 
conducted in Spring and Autumn by the 
local authorities. —Decree issued separately. 


SUMS SUBSCRIBED BY DISGRACED OFFICIALS. 

The charitable Relief Board in Honan 
has reported to the Governor the receipt 
of Tls. 5,000 presented by one Chou Jui- 
ch‘ing, formerly Director of the Court of 
Sacrificial Worship at Peking. This gentle- 
man represented that happening to pass 
through Honan, he was so much touched 
by the sight of the distress there, that he 
hastened to sell some landed property to 
the above value and presented the proceeds 
to the Board. The Governor finds that 
the donor was disgraced sume time ago 
for a certain matter, since when he has 
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been allowed to redeem himself from the 
punishment inflicted on him. Having now 
displayed such a generous spirit, it is 
suggested that, though he begs no reward 
may be asked for him, he may nevertheless 
be allowed to resume his former rank and 
decorations. 

Similarly ten thousand taels have been 
presented by a cashiered Prefect named 
Tseng Yen-ch‘iian, under circumstances 
very similar to thuse above. The Governor 
finds that the fault for which the Prefect 
was dismissed was not embezzlement or 
any unpardonable offence. He therefore 
suggests that, in accordance with a prece- 
dent quoted, the Prefect’s rank and decura- 
tions may be restored to him. 

The first request of the Memorialist is 
granted, but the second is referred to the 
Board concerned at Peking. 


EMPRESS’S NEW TITLE. GRATUITY TO 
BEARERS. 

March 18th.—By an Imperial Decree a 
gratuity of an ounce of silver is bestowed 
upon each of the bearers and escort engaged 
on the day previous in conveying to the 
Empress Dowager the patent of the honorific 
title accepted by her on the occasion of the 
Emperor’s marriage and assumption of sole 
power. 

REPAIRS AT IMPERIAL TOMBS 

The Governor of Feng-ti‘en reports that 
the floods last summer did much damage to 
the chevaua-de-frise round the tombs of His 
Majesty’s ancestors near Hsing-ching. The 
mausoleum known as the Yung-hing had 
1,164 chevaux de frise washed away out of 
1,792; and the fu Ling lost 872 out of 
1,138. The Memorialist gives an account 
of the measures taken by him for replacing 
them. 


MISBEHAVIOUR AT A CEREMONY IN THE 
PALACE, 


“March 19th-—Tuan-liang, Censor of the 
Shantung Circuit, reports that on the 
5th March he was in humble attendance in 
the great hall, where it was his duty to 
keep watch over the ceremonial arrange- 
mente at the time of His Majesty’s public 
appearance. When the assembly was dis- 
missed he went out to the Gate of Heavenly 
Peace, just at the moment when the 
officials of the Board of Ceremonies 
were proclaiming aloud the imperial man- 
dates. At the bridge were collected 
His Majesty’s officers, civil and military, 
clad in their court robes, kneeling down 
and respectfully listening. But on the 
bridge and to the north of it were a number 
of other officers in their usual dress and 
a hundred or more men in common clothing, 
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sitting or lying about and laughing or 
talking ; while to the north, in front uf the 
left wing Waiting Room, were a good many 
gentlemen, some of the second grade and 
wearing decorations, and the others of the 
third or fourth grade. They were arrang- 
ing seats and sitting down, regardless either 
of their own behaviour or of that of the 
bystanders whom they allowed to come and 
go as they pleased. This relaxation of all 
vigilance in keeping the gates results from 
the guards having been allowed gradually 
to neglect the Decrees which have been 
repeatedly issued by His Majesty in conse- 
quence of comments made by the Censors. 
As the officers on duty fail to be careful of 
their own conduct, it cannot be expected 
that they will keep other people in order. 
In conclusion the Memorialist prays that 
steps be taken to ascertain the names of 
the officers on duty upon the said day, and 
that the Board concerned be ordered to 
determine a penalty to be inflicted upon 
them, in order to warn others against such 
impropriety and remissness in future. In 
what way such conduct should be treated, 
if it ever occurs again, is more than he dare 
take upon himself to suggest.— Decree 
issued previously. 
CENSUS OF THE POPULATION IN CHEKIANG. 

March 20th.—The Governor of Chékiang 
reports that at the end of last year the 
population of Chékiang, male and female, 
young and old, amounted to 11,720,391 
souls. ‘These figures were taken from the 
returns collected in the course of the 
registration of the inhabitants of each dis- 
trict for police purposes (pao chia). 

NEW BARRACKS AT CANTON. 

The high authorities at Canton repre- 

sent that when repairs are required for 


the buildings belonging to the Tartar . 


Garrison at Canton, it is the custom to 
advance the necessary money from the 
public funds, and recover it gradually 
within a limit of eight years from the 
pay of the officers and men. This was 
done in the years 1846, 1848 and 1862 
as well as on previous occasions. Since 
then the buildings have gradually suffered 
from the effects of age and weather, and 
more especially from the heavy winds and 
rain last spring and summer. Not only 
have these repaired on the earlier dates 
become uninhabitable, but many of the 
others have fallen down. Unless they be put 
to rights as soon as possible, greater damage 
will ensue and greater expenditure be neces- 
sary. There are ninety-three public offices 
or residences to be repaired, consisting of 
2,344 rooms, for which the estimated cost 
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will be Tis. 14,320. This sum will be ad- 
vanced from the garrison chest and repaid 
in eight years from the pay of the officers. 
The barrack rooms are 9,350, which at the 
regulation estimate of Tls. 8 will come to 
Tis. 74,800. It was proposed to borrow 
this from the Provincial Treasury ; but the 
Treasury authorities say that they really 
have not so large a sum at liberty. It is 
therefore arranged that an advance of 
Tis. 40,000 shall be made immediately, in 
order that advantage may be taken of the 
fine weather at the present season, and 
the most absolutely necessary repairs be 
executed. Next year the matter will be 
taken into consideration again. The advance 
will be a charge upon the pay of the 
soldiers and spread over eight years— 
Approved. 


GENERAL FENG TZU-TS‘AI’S COMPLAINTS 
AGAINST THE CLERKS OF THE LI PU. 


March 21st.—The Board of Civil Office 
presents a Memorial replying to the com- 
plaints of General Feng Tzu-ts‘ai, who 
alleged that the clerks of the said Board 
were guilty of extorting gratuities and im- 
properly manipulating the lists of officials 
recommended for rewards. The Board re- 
ports that it has examined into the cases 
which the General brought forward ‘to 
prove that distinctions were corruptly made 
in promotions or honours meted out to 
different individuals, and it finds that the 
procedure in each instance was in exact 
accordance with law. Thus, though extra- 
ordinary rewards were approved by the 
Board of War for the military engaged 
in the campaigns against the Hakkas 
and the aborigines in Hainan there is a 
distinct law in force that civil servants 
taking part in such expeditions are only 
eligible for ordinary rewards; and by this 
rule the Board of Civil Office was obliged 
to abide in the instance in question. 
On the other hand, exactly the opposite 
occurred in the case of the demarcation of 
the frontier between Kuangtung and Tong- 
king. The first time that recommendations 
were made for services rendered under such 
circumstances was only five years ago, the 
occasion being the delimitation of the 
frontier of Ili. The High Commissioner 
Chang-shun then requested that the officers 
engaged might be rewarded according to 
the more liberal scale. As there was no 
precedent by which to be guided, and 
the work accomplished was of great mo- 
ment, affecting the international rela- 
tions of the country, the Board therefore 
made no objection to the proposal. This 
example was followed in the case of the 


Kirin frontier and again in that of the 
Yiinnan and Tongking frontier ; and so in 
the present question of the Kuangtung 
delimitation, the Board merely continued 
what had become the established practice. 
The Board of War on the other hand, 
looking at the matter from a military point 
of view, held that the services rendered by 
the officers of the army on such occasions 
could not be compared with actual fighting 
in war, and therefore that the rewards for 
ordinary merit were all that could be grant- 
ed to them. 

There were, further, two civil servants for 
whom it was asked that they might be given 

romotion and placed on the Kwangtung 
ist. The rank demanded for each was 
conceded by the Board, but only one was 
allowed to be placed on the Kuangtung 
staff. The reason for this was simple. The 
officer to whom the favour was refused 
belonged to the Kuangsi service; and 
transfer to another province is never given 
as a form of reward. The other officer was 
once on the Kuangsi list, but had been 
dismissed from the service, and therefore 
belonged to the staff of no province at all. 
To appoint him to Kuangtung was merely 
to retain him in the province to which he 
was temporarily attached. There was thus 
no ‘discrepancy in the treatment of the two 
men. 

Feng Tzu-ts‘ai had also given the name 
and address of a clerk belonging to the 
Board who had written a letter to a certain 
Prefect using language which amounted to 
a demand for bribes. On examining the 
letter, which had been forwarded to them, 
the Board found that it spoke of ‘‘ the ne- 
cessity of spending money in important 

laces.” But there was no clerk on the 
rolls of the Board bearing a name such as 
that given. The Memorialists, however, 
sent to the place indicated and arrested 
three men, one of whom had a similar sur- 
name to that mentioned by Feng Tzu-ts‘ai. 
These men have been handed to the Board 
of Punishments by whom they will be regu- 
larly tried, in order that the truth may be 
elicited. 

In a postscript Memorial the Board deals 
with another petition addressed to the 
Throne by the General, who asks whether 
his two sons ought to be allowed to receive 
the honours conferred upon them for ser- 
vices rendered in 1879, when they were 
only fifteen and fourteen years of age. 
The honours were for each of them, an 
Expectant Sub-prefectship on the list for 
immediate employment, and a peacock’s 
feather decoration. The Memorialists ob- 
serve that these rewards were bestowed by 
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His Majesty in consequence of 8 recom- 
mendation made by the Governor of Kuang- 
si, Chang Shu-sheng, who described the 
two sons as having followed their father 
across the frontier and having borne a very 
distinguished part in the destruction of a 
great chief. Atthe time the Board reflected 
how extremely rare a thing it was, that 
mere youths should conquer the enemy and 
effect an important capture. But not having 
been eyewitnesses of what occurred, the 
Memorialists could not deny the possibility 
of the story, much as they thought it impro- 
bable. Therefore, as the recommendation 
had been made by the Governor concerned 
and approved by the Emperor, they filled up 
the necessary forms and forwarded them 
to Kuangsi in 1880 without comment.—De- 
cree issued previously. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Liu Ju-i, (the present acting incumbent 
of the post) is appointed Customs Taotai at 


. Tientsin. 


BOARD OF CIVIL OFFICE PUNISHED FOR 
FAVOURING T‘U JEN-SHOU, 

March 22nd.—In reply to a Decree of 
the Empress, (published in the Gazette of 
the 4th instant), the Board of Censors pro- 
poses penalties to be inflicted on the Pre- 
sident and Secretaries of the Board of Civil 
Office for their action with regard to the 
case of T‘x Jen-shou. The Memorialists 
find that the offences committed are stigma- 
tised by Her Majesty as favouritism and 
deceiving the Throne. For the first-men- 
tioned the legal penalty is the deprival of 
three grades of rank and removal to an- 
other post. For the second it is dismissal. 
But where two offences in reality form 
but one act, it is the rule that cogni- 
sance shall only be taken of the more 
serious one, and the other passed over 
entirely. This rule applies in the present 
instance. The proper punishment for the 
Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the 
Board is therefore that of dismissal from 
the public service. The Memorialists were 
instructed by Her Majesty to find a severer 
punishment for the Secretaries of the 
Board actually employed in the case ; but 
dismissal being the heaviest penalty which 
the Memorialists have power to propose, 
they can only name that for the secretaries 
also. They desire also to note that one of 
the Vice-Presidents was on leave of absence 
at the time of the presentation of the 
offending Memorial : but as they have as- 
certained that his signature is appended 
with the others to the draft, this will not 
make any difference.—Decree issued pre- 
viously. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


March 23rd.—Yo-ch‘i is gazetted Com- 
missioner of the Office of Transmission ; 
Liao Shou-héng is transferred to the Vice- 
Presidency of the Board of Ceremonies, 
Hsii Yung-i is appointed Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of War, and No 
Huan becomes Junior Vice-President of 
the same Board. 

APPOINTMENT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL AT 
KIUNGCHOW. 

Chiang K‘uei-t‘i, an officer who has held 
@ command for some time past at Port 
Arthur, tenders his thanks for his appoint- 
ment as Brigader-General at Kiungchow, 
the announcement of which reached him 
through the Viceroy Li. He has seen over 
a quarter of a century’s active service, and 
was stationed at Port Arthur during the 
French troubles when he professes to have 
spent his nights with his arms under his 
pillow ready for action at a moment’s 
notice. He has still some arrears of work 
to clear off at Port Arthur and as soon as 
they are completed, he proposes to start 
for Peking where he is to have audience 
before entering upon the duties of his new 
post. 

REWARDS TO OFFICERS FOR SUPERINTENDING 
CONSTRUCTION OF IRONCLADS IN ENGLAND 
AND GERMANY. 

Some time ago the Viceroy Li recom- 
mended for various distinctions a number 
of officers who had assisted in bringing to 
China the four ironclads purchased in Eng- 
land and Germany and he now submits for 
the bestowal of similar rewards the names 
of several subordinate ofticials in the Foo- 
chow Arsenal and in the Legations in 
London and Berlin who were deputed to 
superintend the construction of the vessels. 
It being the first time that China had 
arranged for the acquisition of such power- 
ful armaments, the task entrusted to these 
officials was one of very great importance 
and they executed it in a manner which 
secured them the Viceroy’s warm approval. 
Not only did they note carefully the prin- 
ciples and method of construction but they 
showed a minute acquaintance with the 
armour, gear, rigging, etc., and by their 
general supervision prevented the contrac- 
tors from making use of bad waterials. 
The Minister in London and the superin- 
tendent of the Arsenal had both reported 
in very favourable terms of the part played 
by their subordinates in the matter. 


AGED CANDIDATES AT THE EXAMINATIONS. 


March 24th.—The Governor of Honan 
reports that at the recent examinations for 
the second degree one candidate over 
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90 and thirteen over 80 years of 
age went through the whole nine days’ 
ordeal and wrote essays which were per- 
fectly accurate in diction and showed no 
signs of failing years. The prescribed 
period of 60 years having elapsed since 
they obtained their first degree, the Me- 
morialist asks that these hoary veterans 
should receive from the Throne the dis- 
tinctions accorded by law to those who 
have paid a lifelong devotion to letters 
without securing the object of their ambi- 
tion. 
DEATH OF BRIGADIER GENERAL AT 
CH‘AO-CHOW FU. 

March 25th.—Téng An-pang, who held 
office for some years as Brigadier General 
at Ch‘ao-chow Fu, and whose death is now 
reported by the viceroy, was next to Fang 
Yao and Chéng Shao-chung the military 
officer of highest repute in the province. 
Towards the end of last year he received a 
telegram from the Viceroy summoning him 
to Canton, and on his arrival there he was 
sent on a special mission to Tung-an and 
Hsin-an. These two districts lie near Hong- 
kong and part of the General’s business was 
to suppress the brigandage which went on 
there, while he was at the same time to 
devote his attention to certain schemes for 
the reclamation of land along the coast. 
The sea air and the constant exposure to 
the weather seem to have had a_ bad 
effect upon his health and to have 
brought on an attack of an old com- 
plaint. He died at his private residence 
in Canton towards the close of the year 
and the Viceroy laments the loss which the 
province has sustained in being deprived of 
the services uf one whose long experience 
had made him so intimately acquainted 
with its conditions and needs. His succes- 
sor at Ch‘ao-chow Fu is Wang Hsiao-ch‘i, 
the present Brigade General at Pakhoi, 
whose place is to be temporarily filled by 
T‘ao Ting-shéng. 

REMITTANCE TO PEKING FROM NATIVE 

CUSTOMS AT NINGPO. 

Last year the assessment which the 
Native Customs at: Ningpo were required 
to forward to Peking was fixed at Tls. 
40,000, one half of which was to be furnish- 
ed in the first six months of the year and 
the remainder before its end. The Go- 
vernor of Chékiang now reports that the 
second instalment of the above amount has 
been transmitted to Peking, accompanied 
by Tis. 2,500 representing ginseng money 
for the Imperial Clan Court. 

INSPECTION OF PROVINCIAL FORCES. 

The inspection of the provincial forces is 
distributed over a term of years, those in 


. four provinces being generally assigned to 
one year. As soon as the New Year's holi- 
day is over, it is the duty of the Board of 
War to indicate the provinces which have 
to undergo a military inspection during the 
current year and to submit a list of the high 
officers who are eligible to perform the 
inspection duties. Though the list is gene- 
rally very;comprehensive, embracing all the 
high officials with the exception of the 
Princes and other members of the Imperial 
family, the duty has now become a mere 
matter of routine and is almost invariably 
entrusted to the Governors of the provinces 
concerned. During the present year the 
armies of Fukien, Chékiang, Kuangsi and 
Kuangtung will be subjected to a formal 
inspection of this kind. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM KIANGSI FOR RELIEF OF 
SUFFERING CAUSED BY YELLOW RIVER 
OVERFLOW. 

March 26th.—So0n after the breach 
occurred in the Yellow River, one of the 
Censors proposed that money should be 
raised by the sale of office for the repair of 
the damage and the relief of the suffering 
caused by the floods. The suggestion ob- 
tained the Imperial sanction and the pro- 
vincial authorities were allowed to revive 
and carry on for one year the system of 
raising funds by the sale of official titles 
which had been previously employed as a 
means of defraying the cost of defensive 
operations along the coast. The Governor 
-of Kiangsi now reports that the total 
amount realised by him under this head 
during the past year is Tls. 107,216.9, part 
of which has been applied towards deepen- 
ing the bed of the Yellow River in Shan- 
tung, while the remainder was, by the 
Board’s directions, forwarded to Honan 
and there used in the repair of the breach 
at Chéng Chou. The success which has 
attended the scheme has induced the Board 
to move the Throne to sanction its con- 
tinuance for another year. 

PASSPORTS FOR MONGOL PILGRIMS. 


The Assistant Governor of Kobdo reports 
that he has issued passports to two parties 
of Mongols, one consisting of six and the 
other of 30 ‘‘black persons” of both sexes to 
enable them to make a pilgrimage to Wu-t‘ai 
Shan and Hsi-ning. They are to return to 
their homes immediately their devotional ex- 
ercises are over, and the Resident at Hsi- 
ning as well asthe authorities en route have 
been requested to see that their progress 
is the cause of no disturbance. 


BRICK TEA FOR PRESENTS TO MONGOLS. 


The same officer mentions that a supply 
of 2,000 cakes of tea is annually required 
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to furnish presents to Mongol institutions, 
lay and clerical, in the neighbourhood of 
Kobdo. The tea is procured through the 
Governor of Shansi, and as at present there 
is scarcely sufficient in stock to meet the 
requirements of the current year, the 
Memorialist asks permission to indent upon 
the Governor for a further supply of 9,000 
bricks. 
GOVERNMENT ANIMALS AT KOBDO. 


By an old regulation the Government 
farms at Kobdo are to be inspected every 
autumn and a list of the live stock furnished 
to the Throne. The Assistant Governor 
reports that last autumn there were 56 
horses and 576 camels at pasture, all of 
lestng had been branded with the official 
mark. 


UNAUTHORISED OPENING OF AN OFFICIAL 
DESPATCH. 


March 27th.—Memorials addressed to 
the Throne from the Provinces are for- 
warded in small wooden boxes which are 
protected on both sides by boards fastened 
together by strips of bamboo. The Board 
of War recently received one of these 
packets from the Governor-General at Foo- 
chow, which had been opened on the 
way, the box taken out, and nothing 
but the outer boards left. The Governor- 
General was instructed to make a full en- 
quiry into the loss of the documents and to 
forward duplicate copies at once. He now 
reports that he has communicated with the 
postal authorities, and directed an investi- 
gation to be made stage by stage along the 
whole route. The missing Memorials are 
three in number, one reporting the remit- 
tance of Tls. 60,000 as a contribution to- 
wards the Kansu subsidy, asecond announ- 
eing the transmission of Tls. 6,000 from 
the four-tenths of the Customs revenue for 
supplementing the salaries of Peking offi- 
cials: and a third stating that Tls. 33,000 
had been sent from the likin duties on 
opium towards defraying the expenses of 
the repairs of the breach in the Yellow 
River. Duplicate copies of all these 
documents have now been furnished. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN CHINESE 
TURKESTAN. | 

Several administrative changes of con- 
siderable importance have recently been 
made in Turkestan. Ili and Tarbagatai have 
been converted into the I Ta Intendancy, 
a Prefecture-ship of Ili has been instituted 
and Magistrates have been appointed at 
Sui-ting and Ning-yuan. All these offices 
are to have their properstaffs of subordinates 
and the Governor now requests that seals 
should be issued for the new appointments. 
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AGED CANDIDATES AT THE EXAMINATIONS. 

The Governor-General reports that at 
the Examinations which took place last 
autumn at Foochow two candidates over 
90 and nine over 80 years of age went 
through the prescribed tests ,and sent in 
Essays of which the composition was good 
and the handiwriting firm and distinct. 
Aged candidates who have passed through 
an interval of 60 years from attaining their 
bachelor’s degree and who have attended 
the three last examinations for the higher 
degree are, if unsuccessful the fourth time, 
entitled to an honorary degree, which the 
Memorialist now requests should be con- 
ferred upon the above-mentioned candi- 
dates. 


PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF A BOARD OF 
SURVEYORS FOR THE YELLOW RIVER. 


March 28th.—Amongst the ancients, says 
Wu Ta-ch‘éng, the art of map-making 
never reached the state of perfection which 
it has attained in modern times. The 
charts which have been made of the sea- 
board and of the Yangtze have proved of 
the utmost service in carrying on the work 
of river and coast defence, and captains of 
ateamers rely upon their charts as guides in 
determining their course through the ocean. 
In making a sketch of a mountain it is 
necessary to fill in the whole outline, and 
the ground covered by its base must be 
accurately surveyed in order to ascertain 
its dimensions ; so in drawing up a chart 
‘ef water the shoals and rapids must be 
marked and the configuration of the bed 
of the river must be accurately examined 
in order to ascertain its depth. In the 
case of the Yellow River a knowledge 
of the direction and windings of its course, 
and of its relative breadth at different 
points is an important element in arranging 
plans for its conservation. The charts 
hitherto made of the River have been 
mostly the work of Yamén underlings, and 
have merely given a rough outline without 
marking the degrees of latitudeand longitude 
or noting the distances. Memorialist has 
been at great pains to obtain the services 
of an expert in chart making, but has 
completely failed to find one. There is no 
person amongst the officials or literati of 
Honan who possesses any exact knowledge 
of mathematics or surveying, and until a 
taste for these studies is introduced, no 
improvement can be expected in this 
respect. Memorialist therefore proposes 
to establish in K‘ai-féng Fu a Board of 
River Surveyors and with this, object in 
view, he has written to the Viceroys at Tien- 
tain and Canton and the Superintendent 
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of the Foochow Arsenal asking them to 
select and send him twenty officers and 
students well acquainted with surveying 
and map making. In this way he will have 
a complete survey made in sections, and 
an accurate chart drawn up and printed, 
of the whole course of the River from 
Wei-hsiang where it enters Honan to its 
mouth at Li-ching in Shantung. This he 
considers the most important step in his 
task of re-organising the river works. A 
mere glance at such a map will shew at 
once the deflections of the course of the 
river, the breadth of the banks at different 
places, the points at which the force of the 
current is greatest, the sandbanks, the 
junction of its tributaries with the main 
stream, the {trend of the hills on both 
sides and the distance from each other 
of the different towns and villages on its 
banks, while additional details can be filled 
in from time to time. As however the 
members of this new Board cannot be 
expected to come from a distance and 
undertake such a difficult task without 
some encouragement, Memorialist proposes 
as soon as they have arrived to forward a 
list of their names for record in the archives 
of the Board at Peking and requests that 
they may be held entitled to the same re- 
wards as those granted to officers employed 
inaugurating the Telegraph Service. The 
request is supported by the Viceroy Li and 
the Governors of Honan and Shantung. 
Rescript by the Emperor: We sanction 
the transfer of a number of officials for the 
work of surveying and chart-making, but 
as the proposed establishment of a Board 
of Surveyors and the consideration of the 
rewards to be conferred upon them is pre- 
mature and ostentatious, We command 
that no notice be taken of the suggestion. 


EARTHQUAKES IN KANSU. 


The Governor-General of the Shen Kan 
provinces states that an earthquake which 
lasted only for an instant occurred at Lan- 
chou Fu on the 2nd November, 1888. The 
reports which have been received from the 
different districts nearly all give the same 
account of the shock. At a place called 
Lu-t‘ang in the Ching-yiian district the 
walls of the town and nearly all the 
public offices and private buildings were 
demolished. Thirty-two people were kil- 
led or injured, and 2,400 families were 
left destitute. The place which sustained 
the worst injury after the above was 
Chiang-shui but in this case no details of 
the loss are published. Agents have been 
sent to distribute food and money in the 
afflicted districts. 
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PROGRESS OF THE NEPAULESE MISSION ON 
ITS RETURN JOURNEY. 

The Governor of Honan reports that the 
Nepaulese Mission entered his province on 
its return journey on the 13th December 
last and was safely escorted to the Wei- 
hsiang district where it was handed over to 
the care of the Shensi authorities on the 
2nd of January. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Wang Lien-san is gazetted Brigade- 
General at Ts‘ao-chou in Shantung. 
RETURN OF. GENERAL TS‘UI T‘ING-KUEI TO 

HIS POST IN HONAN. 

During the operations connected with the 
repair of the breach at Chéng Chou, 
Brigadier General Tsui T‘ing-kuei was 
entrusted with the superintendence of the 
excavation of the drainage canal, and his 
post at Hupeh was taken over for the time 
by General Li Hsien-ch‘éng. Now that 
the breach has been closed the General has 
resumed his proper command. 

ENLARGEMENT OF THE EXAMINATION HALL 
AT CH‘ENG-TU FU. 

March 29th.—The Governor-General of 
Szechuan states that the Examination Hall 
in the provincial capital contains 13,700 
apartments for the accommodation of can- 
didates and that last year the number of 
those who presented themselves for the 
degyge examination was nearly 17,000. 
Temporary quarters were provided fur a 
considerable portion of the excess but over 
2,000 candidates had to be refused admis- 
sion on account of waut of accommodation. 
During the present year a special examina- 
tion has been granted in honour of the 
Emperor’s accession, and as it is expected 


that there will be a large number of candi- | 


dates, it is proposed to add 1,000 more 
apartments to the examination hall, the 
expense of which will be defrayed from 
the provincial funds. It is also asked at 
the same time that two more assistant ex- 
aminers should be appointed and that the 
staff of copyists and essay readers should be 
increased. Rescript.— Referred to the con- 
sideration ofthe Board of Ceremonies. 


AGED CANDIDATES AT THE EXAMINATIONS 
IN NANKING. 

The Governor of Anhui who conducted 
the Triennial Examinations last autumn at 
Nanking reports that among the unsuccess- 
ful candidates there were 18 over 90 and 
25 over 80 years of age, all of whom sent 
in accurately composed and clearly written 
essays. As they have all fulfilled the pre- 
scribed conditions he asks that honorary 
degreesshould be conferred upon them in re- 
cognition of their life-long devotion to study. 
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SUSPECTED EMBEZZLEMENT OF STORES 
AT JEHO. 


March 30 h.—The two Superintendents 
of the Imperial Buildings at Jeho present 
a Memorial calling attention to the conduct 
of three officers under their orders. Last 
autumn the otticers in question repurted to 
the Memorialists that some of the buildings 
attached to the palace had suffered greatly 
from the weather. There were rovfs which 
were leaking, and walls and bridges which 
were tumbling down. After making a 
personal inspection, the Memorialists gave 
orders that the necessary repairs should 
be executed and their cost defrayed as 
usual from the interest on certain in- 
vested moneys. Afterwards, however, the 
officers in question represented that they 
had effected the repairs, but they had 
not yet drawn the money, which they had 
advanced out of their own pockets. They 
said that there was only a small balance in 
hand upon the interest account, and, as 
the end of the year was near, that would 
very soon be required for the pay of the 
troopsin spring. They therefore suggested 
that in accordance with the regulations 
formerly instituted they should sell some 
of the dirty corn at the bottom of the 
palace granary and the overplus corn in 
store, and pay for the work with the pro- 
ceeds realised. As this was stated to be 
the authorised procedure, and there were 
no other moneys available, the Memorialists 
gave their consent ina moment of careless- 
hess without going into the matter. After- 
wards in the month of December, when 
the headmen of the farms were delivering 
corn at the granary, the ofticers removed 
& quantity from the premises. Just at the 
tine when this happened, the Memorialists’ 
accuuuts were being made up for presenta- 
tion to the Throne. The Memorialists 
noticed that there were no entries made 
for palace repairs; and, their suspicion 
being aroused by this, they began to make 
enquiries into the matter. While they 
were so doing, the Military Governor of the 
district sent them a copy of a Memorial 
which he had presented to the Throne 
together with His Majesty’s reply. In it 
attention was drawn to the fact that corn 
had been removed from che granary of the 
palace. The Memorialists then demanded 
from the officers exact particulars concerning 
the precedents of which they had formerly 
spoken. No reply could be obtained for a 
long time ; but at last it was explicitly 
acknowledged that there had not been any 
precedent of the kind. As the officers 
have thus flatly contradicted themselves, 
the Memorialists think this conduct is 
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seriously open to suspicion; and though 
the grain was nominally removed on public 
grounds, it is quite possible there has been 
some peculation in the business. The Me- 
morialists propose therefore to deliver the 
officers to the Military Governor, who will 
hold an enquiry into their conduct and in 
punishment for their own carelessness they 
suggest that they themselves shall be 
subjected to such a penalty as shall be 
determined by the Palace Authorities. — 
Approved, 
FILLING UP POSTS IN NORTHERN FLFET. 


March 31st.—'The Viceroy Li Hung-chang’ 


recommends a number of otticers for posts 
on the vessels of the northern fleet. An 
Admiral and a Commodore having already 
been appointed, the Memorialist is now 
dealing with the ofticers from the rank of 
senior post captain (Fu-chiang) to that of 
junior lieutenant (Show-pei). According 
to the newly established regulations of the 
Admiralty, in the ordinary course of things 
only an expectant junior lieutenant, with 
the actual rank of sub-lieutetant, can be 
promoted to a junior lieutenancy, and so 
on through the rauks of senior lieuten- 
ant, commander, junior. post-captain and 
senior post-captain. Also if at any time 
@ vacancy should occur, which no one 
is qualitied by seniority to fill, the post 
may be given, but with brevet rank 
only, to some lower officer of long stand- 
ing and experience; and, if he does 
well, he will be confirmed in the ap- 
pointment as soon as he has served his 
time. Again, an officer may hold a lower 
post than is consistent with his actual rank. 
Lastly if any one has passed through the 
naval school as a student. and has after- 
wards obtained civil rank, which he is not 
willing to exchange for an equivalent grade 
in the navy, he may be allowed to take a 
naval appointment, should the interests of 
the service seem to require it. As the 
northern fleet is only in the process of 
formation, there are a number of appoint- 
ments for which there are no candidates 
possessing the actual rank required by the 
regulations quoted above; nor are the 
expectant officers many in number. For, 
during the ten years and more that the 
fleet has been in existence, there have 
been no special recommendations made 
except for Corea and for bringing ships 
home from Europe. It thue happens that 
the various commanders, lieutenants and 
engineers hold but very low nominal rank ; 
though most of then: have paased through 
the naval school, and they have served a 
long time and performed the duties of senior 
Officers. Seeing therefore that, if the strict 
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rule for promotion be observed, many places 
must be left vacant for want of men to fill 
them, the Memorialist thinks that the case 
is eminently one for giving brevet rank to 
junior officers ; but afterwards when there 
are officers qualified, the regular rule will 
be brought into furce. In the recommen- 
dations now presented for brevet appoint- 
ments, the rule has been made that no one 
must be advanced more than three steps. 
Thus a senior post captain must have been 
at least a senior lieutenant, a junior post 
captain a junior lieutenant, and soon. The 
othicers selected are all men of ability and 
experience, who in the ordinary course of 
things should long ago have received promo- 
tion. The posts to be filled are five senior 
captaincies, four junior captaincies, nine 
commanderships, twenty-seven senior lieu- 
tenancies, and sixty junior lieutenancies. 
But of these, four lieutenancies have not 
been filled for the moment on account of 
there being some gunboats in dock, and 
ninetcen other posts of various ranks have 
also been left vacant for future promotions. 
For the remaining appointments a list of 
names is submitted. Of them one is a civil 
officer, who fulfils the required conditions, 
and two others are given lower appointments 
than correspond with their rank. The 
Admiralty accounts commence with the 
beginning of the present year; but there 
is no need for the officers to receive their 
increased pay or allowances until the date 
on which their appointments are approved. 
They will be sent tou Peking in small detach- 
ments, as they can be spared from their 
duties, in order that they may be presented 
to His Majesty by the Board of War.— 
Approved. 
RICE TRANSPORT BY CANAL POSTPONED 
FOR A YEAR. 

April 1st.—The Governor of Shantung 
having requested in a recent Memorial that 
two hundred thousand piculs of tribute rice 
from southern Kiangsu might be sent north 
by Grand Canal instead by sea, his appli- 
cation was referred to the Board of Re- 
venue and, after they had reported on it, 
was approved by the Emperor. A telegram 
announcing this was sent to the Viceroy 
Tseng Kao-ch‘tan at Nanking, whose busi- 
ness it would be to make the necessary 
arrangements. The Viceroy now presents 
a Memorial, in which he states that he 
immediately took steps to carry out 
the Emperor’s orders; but his subor- 
dinates, the Provincial Treasurer and 
the Grain Taotai, informed him that the 
tribute rice for this year having all been 
forwarded to Shanghai, it was tvo late to 
send any portion by the Canal; and he 
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telegraphed to the Board of Revenue to 
that effect. He further remarks that 
after the Yellow River trouble, the 
tribute rice from northern Kiangsu and 
Auhui, which ordinarily went by the 
Canal, was retained in the south for therelief 
of distress in Honan, and the hundred 
thousand piculs from southern Kiangsu 
sent the year before last by the same 
route, was by His Majesty’s orders carried 
by sea instead. When this latter quantity 
of rice was diverted to the Canal ruute, the 
plan was instituted of buying the necessary 
amount in the neighbourhood of Yangchow 
before the close of the year and despatching 
it north in the early spring. But this 
season’s rice is now already in Shanghai. 
To convey it from there to Yangchow 
would cause very considerable delay. For 
the Grand Canal is much silted up in the 
neighbourhood of Chinkiang, and the 
quantity of water is less than usual owing 
to the drought last autumn. There would 
therefore be a great deal of dredging to be 
done, which must consume a large amount 
of time. It would be easier by far to sell 
the rice stored in Shanghai, and buy a fresh 
supply in the districts north of Yangchow. 
But the sale of such a large amount 
at Shanghai would make the price drop 
there, and the hurried purchase of a 
similar quantity in the other locality, which 
is not a great market, would make it go up 
with a violent jump. There would thus 
be a serious pecuniary loss, which there 
are no funds to meet. Moreover, which- 
ever plan were chosen, the difficulty would 
remain that the thousand boats or so re- 
quired have not been collected, and that 
along the line of the Grand Canal no pre- 
parations have been in the way of dredging 
and of storing water, as it is always the 
custom to do in the previous year. 

The Memorialist is aware of the import- 
ance of resuming the Canal route now that 
the Yellow River has returned to its 
channel, and he knows that small difficulties 
should not be allowed to stand in the way 
of the accomplishment of the task. But 
under present circumstances he thinks it 
better to explain the real position of affairs 
rather than to court failure by attempting 
impossibilities. —A pproved. 

ELEVEN MEN EXECUTED FOR HOUSEBREAKING. 

The Governor of Hupeh reports that a 
dyer’s shop in Ying-shan Hsien was broken 
into and plundered by a gang of sixteen 
men. 

The inmates of the shop were prevented 
by threats from resisting or giving any 
alarm ; but a neighbour, who came out and 
tried to arrest some of the gang as they 
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were going away, was shot with a gun 
and killed. Kleven of che gang were 
afterwards discovered and brought to 
justice. They have all been summarily 
decapitated, no distinction being made be- 
tween thuse who entered the huuse and 
those who kept watch outeide and tovk 
charge of the plunder. 


FRONTIER PATROLLING IN HUPEH. 


April 2ud.—In consequence of the wild- 
ness of the mountainous and forest-covered 
country where the Province of Hupeh bor- 
ders upon Shensi and Szechuan, there are 
standing orders enjoining the patrolling of 
the frontiers every winter. The Governor- 
General of Hunan and Hupeh reports that 
the frontier between Hupeh and Szechuan 
has recently been patrolled by the General 
at Ichang in conjunction with an officer 
and troops from Szechuan, and similarly 
the Shensi frontier by the Yun-yang Gen- 
eral together with a force from Shensi. 
They find that there is no brigandage and 
the country is enjoying the must profound 
peace. 


RECLAMATION OF WASTE LAY DS IN SHANSI. 


April 3rd.—The Governor of Shansi 
refers to a previous Memorial in which he 
recommended for promotion a number of 
otticials. The work in which they had dis- 
tinguished themselves was the colonising of 
a@ quantity of waste land in the Dumet 
country near Sa-la-ch‘i T‘ing in the north- 
ern part of Shansi. The list of recommend- 
ations was not approved by the Board at 
Peking, which considered the names too 
Many in comparison with the work accom- 
plished. The Memorialist has now reduced 
the number, and he begs very strongly that 
no further diminution may be necessary. 
The duty of finding cultivators and assessing 
theland for taxation was one of great import- 
ance, and it was, he considers, very success- 
fully performed by the officers concerned, 
who had a most laborious and unpopular 
task.—Referred to the Board. 


GINSENG FOR THE PALACE, 


April 4th.—A further collection of ginseng 
for the use of the Emperor is reported from 
Kirin. The amount consists of eight large 
and twelve medium-sized plants, weighing 
eight ounces and eight-tenths, and all of 
superior quality. The cost of procuring it 
came to Tls. 1,505.54, which will be taken 
as usual from the ginseng duty receipts. 
The season for gathering ginseng is now 
past, but orders have been given to resume 
the search for it as soon as the summer has 
come. 
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PUBLIC CHARITY IN CHIHLI. 

The Viceroy Li Hung-chang states :hat, 
in consequence of the fluods which vccurred 
las autumn, it has been necessary to 
distribute charity in parts of Cnihli. 
during the past winter and the present 
spring. Besides the moneys raised by the 
Charitable Relief Board, a sum of Tis. 
25,000 has been drawn from the provincial 
revenue, and has been expended partially 
in direct gifts and partially in the institution 
of relief works. 

RESERVES OF GRAIN IN KUEICHOW. 


A menorial from the Governor of Kuei- 
chow states that there is but little cultivable 
land in that mountainous province ; con- 
sequently there are never large stocks of 
grain reserved, and there is much suffering 
in years of scarcity. The memuvrialist’s 
predecessor instituted a system of collecting 
contributions of grain, and the subscriptions 
mounted up to 119,820 piculs. But, as the 
memorialist found when making a tour 
through the province last year, a portion 
of this had merely been promised and had 
never been actually delivered. Even were it 
all safely collected, the quantity did not seem 
to the memorialist sufticent for the purpuse. 
He therefore commenced a new cullection, 
heading the list himself with a gift of 2,000 
piculs, and his example being followed by 
many otticials, who have generously devoted 
a portion of their pay to the good work. 
Thus encouraged, many gentlemen oame 
forward and subscribed with much willing- 
ness. Those who had promised befure and 
had not given, were invited either to carry 


from buying readily even the small amount 
of cattle offered for sale. Decree issued 
previously. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

April 6th.—Ch‘i Shih-ch ‘ang is to act as 
Presiden: of the Board of Ceremonies while 
Li Hung-tsao is engaged with the Metro- 
politan examinations and Haii-t‘ung is to 
act as President of the Board of Works 
while P‘an Tsu-yin is similarly employed. 


RESULT OF TEST EXAMINATION AT PEKING OF 
PROVINCIAL GRADUATES. 


Before proceeding for their final degree 
the provincial graduates are subjected 
on their arrival ia Peking to a test- 
examination at which they are divided 
into several classes according to the 
degree of proficiency with which they acquit 
themselves. Such an examination has 
just been held of all the graduates who 
obtained their degrees last autumn and the 


| result, which is now published by the 


out their old undertaking or to put their ~ 


names on the new list ; but in no case were 
they asked to do both. The officials con- 
cerned now report the receipt of 211,090 
piculs, making with the former amount 
330,929 piculs all of which has been safely 
stored away. The memorialist considers 
the quantity a large one, and is highly 
impressed by the public spirit displayed. 
The corn will be stored in the ofticial 
granaries and will only be issued in times 
of real distress and after the sanction of 
the higher authorities has-been obtained. 

DEFICIENT CUSTOMS RECEIPTS AT PEKING. 


The officers in charge of the Right Wing 
and Left Wing Custum-houses at Peking 
present their annual return of moneys re- 
ceived. As usual they state that they have 
not been able to collect the full amount 
which they ought by law. The deficiency 
they ascribe to diseases among the flocks 
and herds in Mongolia, and to distress 
caused by floods and general poverty among 
the people of Chihli, which prevent them 
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Board of Ceremonies, awards first honours 
to 100, second honours to 300 and third 
class honours to 60 candidates. Of the re- 
mainder, eighteen, who made slips in their 
essays or produced verses with faulty 
rhythm, are debarred from competing for 
their final degree for three years, thirteen 
whose papers were of very inferior merit 
are nut allowed to proceed for the final 
degree for six years and one whose com- 
position wag outrageously bad is deprived 
of his provincial degree. 


RETENTION OF TAOTAI IN HONAN, 


Some time ago Shén Ping-ch‘éng, the 
Governor of Kuangsi, asked that an Ex- 
pectant Taotai in Honan named Chu Shou- 
yung should be transferred for services 
under his orders. Chu Shou-yung was at 
the time doing good service in connection 
with the Yellow River works and the Honan 
authorities appjied for permission to retain 
his services until the breach was repaired. 
In the meantime, Shén Ping-ch‘éng himself 
was transferred to the Governorship of 
Anhui and naturally the Taotai was no 
longer anxious to proceed to Kuangsi. An 
application having been submitted to the 
Throne on his behalf, his retention in Honan 
has been sanctioned. 

DISTRESS IN SHANTUNG. GOVERNOR REQUESTS 
THAT THE PROHIBITION AGAINST THE EX- 
PORT OF GRAIN FROM MANCHURIA SHOULD 
BE WITHDRAWN. 

April 7th.—The Governor of Shantung 
presents a memorial in which he requests 
that the prohibition against the export of 
grain from Manchuria may be withdrawn 
in order that supplies may be procured for 
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the relief of the distress which prevails in 
Shantung owing to the failure of last year’s 
harvest. Shantung, the memorialist remarks, 
is a hilly province with a comparatively 
small area of arable land and a very dense 
population. Cotton is grown to a consider- 
able extent and even in good years the 
production of cereals is insufticient for local 
consumption. Some forty districts and 
departments in the north and east of the 
province draw in ordinary years a portion 
of their grain supplies from Manchuria. The 
drought of last spring and the floods that 
followed in the autumn caused a general 
failure of the harvest in Shantung. Coin- 
cident with this in point of time was 
the prohibition against the export of grain 
from Manchuria which forced up the price 
of food in Shantung and made it scarcely 
procurable for money. The people had to 
dig up their crops and live upon the young 


shoots. Under these circumstances it be- . 


came urgently necessary that grain should 
be procured from some quarter and sold at 
reduced rates for the benefit of the sufferers. 
The Famine Relief Committee accordingly 
proposed to send some of their members to 
buy up grain in the country lying between 
Shensi and Honan which had enjoyed 
a good harvest. Owing however to the 
great distance to be traversed this measure 
was found to be unsuited to the urgency 
of the case which, it was felt, could only be 
properly met by purchasing grain in parts 
adjoining the sea coast and importing it by 
steamer through the port of T‘eh-mén- 
kuan. The tusk was entrusted to Shéng 
Heiian-huai, the Taotai at Chefoo, who 
borrowed money from wealthy merchants at 
Shanghai to enable him to carry it out. The 
chief staples of consumption in Shantung 
are sorghum and small millet both of which 
are produced in far larger quantities in 
Manchuria than in Shantung. Access to the 
supplies of Manchuria bein closed by the 
prohibition the Taotai had recourse to 
Tientsin but was informed by a letter from 
the Viceroy Li that the grain supply of 
Chihli was insufficient forlocal requirements. 
The Viceroy stated the distress in Féng-tien 
was acute in the districts to the South of 
Moukden, but that in Chin Chou and the 
country lying to the West of the province 
very large quantities of grain were stored up 
by people. The Viceroy himself had already 
obtained the Imperial sanction for a relaxa- 
tion of the prohibition formerly enforced 
against the export of cereals from Manchu- 
ria. On receiving this information the 
Mmemorialist wrote to the Military Gover- 
nor at Moukden on the subject and receiv- 
ed a telegraphic reply from the latter stat- 
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ing that the Imperial sanction must be re- 
cecived previously to entertaining the ques 
tion of relaxing the prohibition, Having 
regard therefore to the scarcity prevailing 
in Shantung, and the interval which must 
elapse befure the harvest is gathered in 
the Governor asks that the authorities of 
Féng-t‘ien should be directed to withdraw 
the prohibition as far as the west of the 
province is concerned in order that the 
Taotai at Chefoo may be in a position 
to procure from thence supplies uf grain 
which he will place on the market at a 
reduced ra e for the benefit of the people. 
Rescript: We command the memorialist to 
enter into communication with the Governor 
of Féng-t‘ien and arrange with him what 
is tu be done in the matter. 


GRAIN TRIBUTE FROM SHANTUNG. 


In compliance with instructions issued 
by the Board of Revenue, the Governor of 
Shantung reports that the quantity of 
tribute grain to be forwarded from his pro- 
vince during the present year to Peking is 
267,875 piculs. 


DEATH OF A TAOTAI, 


The Governor of Honan reports the death 
on the 30th January last of Ch‘i-shén, the 
Intendant of the Nan Ju Kuang Circuit. 
As the Intendancy borders upon three pro- 
vinces and is one where administrative 
questions of great importance arise, care 
has been taken to select an officer of tried 
experience for the acting appointment and 
the choice has fallen upon Wan Nien-ch‘ing, 
an expectant Taotai with an excellent 
record. 


INSPECTION OF PROVINCIAL TROOPS IN 
KUANGSI. 


Shén Ping-ch‘éng reports that previously 
to his departure to take up his new post in 
Anhui he has made a thorough inspection 
of the troops in Kuei-lin Fu, a task which he 
regrets to add has not been undertaken by 
previous governors for some years past. Al- 
though the province is fairly quiet at present 
yet the troubles which occurred last year in 
several districts have shown the importance 
of paying careful attention to its military 
adiinistration. He claims to have effec'ed 
a great improvement in this respect during 
his enure of office and considers that the 
troops in the capital may now well be re- 
garded as a model for imitation by the ress 
of the province. The reviews at which he 
assisted passed off with great credit, the 
drill and general bearing of the men being 
exceedingly good. 
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April 8th. 
LIKIN AND OTHER DUTIES AT HULAN IN 
MANCHURIA. 


Last year a tax office was established 
at Hulan in Manchuria to collect duties 
on opium and weights and measures. 
A year having now elapsed since its 
establishment, a change of officers has 
to be made and the Governor reports 
his intention of deputing a Colonel named 
I K‘éng-o to take up the post. The re- 
turns of last year have not yet been 
received, but the Governor anticipates that 
there will be a considerable deticit on 
account of the bad harvest. 


April 9th. 


SUBJECTS FOR ESSAYS AT THE FIRST BOUT OF 
THE METROPOLITAN EXAMINATIONS. 


CONFUCIAN ANALECTS. 


Speaking of the best method of Govern- 
‘ment, Confucius said :— 

‘Follow the Calendar of the Hsia 
dynasty: employ the state chariot of Yin: 
wear the Crown of Chou, and let your 
music be that of Shun with posture accom- 
paniment.” 


DOCTRINE OF THE MEAN. 


‘In the selection of men, let their cha- 
racter be made the important considera- 
tion ; the formation of a perfect character 
depends upon adherence to a high moral 
standard.” 

MENCIUS. 


Mencius told P‘ang Kéng; ‘‘If we did 
not follow different vocations in life and 
exchange the products of each other’s 
labour, the farmer would have a surplus 
store of grain on his hands and the house- 
wife would have more cloth than she re- 
quired. The effect of such an exchange is 
that the tradesmen and skilled workmen 
are able to procure food.” 


April 10th. 
COPPER MINES IN YiiNNAN. 


T‘an Chuing, the Superintendent of 
Minés in Yiinnan, presents a Memorial 
asking that the Board of Revenue 
should be directed to supply him with 
funds for prosecuting mining industry in 
Yiinnan which is now beginning to show 
signs of future success. The Buard, having 
become impatient at what it considered 
unnecessary delay in the transmission 
of copper from the new mines, recently 
obtained the issue of a Decree by which 
T‘an Chuing was instructed to forward a 
supply at once. The latter now reports 
that he has lately inspected in person the 
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mines in the two Prefectures of Tung- 
ch‘uan and Chao-t‘ung, and that he is in a 
position to state positively that there is: 
every prospect of the enterprise being at- 
tended with ultimate success and of the 
fixed amount formerly required being sup- 
plied in full to Peking. The mines have 
been disused for over ten years and re-. 
opening them was precisely the same as 
starting a fresh @nterprise. They are si- 
tuated in a mountain fastness where there 
is a great’ scarcity of labour, and great 
difficulty of transport, and considerable 
time was required in making preliminary 
arrangements. The mines were opened 
early in the present year by a syndicate 
of merchants and a report is forwarded 
once every five days to the superintendent 
of the progress that is being made, and of 
the quality of the metal that is being mined. 
Unfortunately, the shafts have in some in- 
stances been flooded and.the depth to which 
they have been sunk made the air go atifling 
that it had constantly to be replaced by a 
fresh supply. However, two reports that 
came in some time ago were very reassuring, 
but as the position of the seams is very un- 
certain and nothing definite was known of 
their richness or extent, the memorialist 
did not venture to make the matter the 
subject of a representation to the Throne. 
At the present moment 1,200,000 catties of 
mineral in the rough are lying at the mouth 
of the mines and the daily output amounts 
to 300,000 catties. Smelting furnaces are 
now in operation and it is estimated that 
during the present year a million and 
several hundred thousand catties of copper 
will be forwarded to Peking. The great difii- 
culty lies in the want of means of transport, 
which renders it possible that the whole 
amount may not reach Lu-chou Fu before 
the end of the year. The mines in the 
Yung-shan district are being worked with 
great enthusiasm by the people but their 
success is greatly retarded by lack of capital. 
On a general survey of the whole position 
the memorialist feels himself justified in 
asserting that the supply of copper will go © 
on increasing year by year and that the 
former embarrassment will not occur again. 
Capital however is requiréd to work the 
enterprise,- and to secure a continuance 
of the supply the syndicate of merchants 
must be paid for the copper they have 
already produced. The Board of Re- 
venue appropriated a sum of Tis. 500,000 
for this purpose but during the six 
months that memorialist has been in 
charge of the mines he has only received 
the following amounts under this head. 
Tls. 40,000 from Kiangsi, Tls. 40,000 from 
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Chékiang, Tls. 20,000 from Kuangtung, 
Tis. 5,616 from the Hoppo at Canton, Tls. 
42,000 from: Szechuan, amounting in all toa 
total of Tis. 147,676. This would only be 
sufficient to purchase something over 
1,000,000 catties of copper which is much less 
than the quantity likely to be supplied, and 
it is quite unreasonable that the syndicate 
should be called upon to advance the remain- 
der without receiving payguent. No funds 
can be supplied from the Provincial Treasury 
as the revenue yearly falls short of the 
expenditure by some Tls. 300,000. As 
long as the breach in the Yellow River 
remained unclused and the mines in 
Yiinnan gave no indications of success 
memorialist felt scruples about pressing fur 
money, but he would now earnestly ask that 
the Board of Revenue should be directed tu 
assign him a sum of Tls. 1,000,000 which 
should be forwarded from the proper quar- 
ters, within a specified time.—Rescript :-— 
As the mines in Yiinnan have been gradually 
showing indications of success We accede 
to the memorialiat’s request and We com- 
mand that the Board of Revenue assign 
him Tis. 1,000,000 from some certain 
source to be forwarded to the province 
within the specified time to meet the urgent 
requirements of the case. 


April 11th. 


SERIOUS CHARGES AGAINST A CAPTAIN IN 
THE ARMY. 


The Viceroy at Foochow states that 
Captain Wu-chieh who was until recen- 
tly in command of the. forts. on the 
Chao-pao Hill at Chénhai is a man of an 
utterly depraved and reckless diposition. 
Not long ago he started to build a house 
for himself in the district city of Chénhai 
and ata moment when work at the forts 
was of pressing importance, he employed 
the soldiers in the construction of his own 
private residence, the materials for which 
were all taken from the forts. At one 
time all the five forts at Chénhai were 
under his sole control, but subsequently 

. when three new forts were built on the 
south side and two were added on the 
north, the Commander-in-chief, Ou-yang 
Li-chien, after consulting with the Gov- 
ernor of Chékiang, decided t' at owing to 
the distance between fhe two lines of forts 
which are separated by the river, those 
on the south side should be placed under a 
separate command, and Wu-chieh was 
ordered to hand them over with guns, 
ammunition and all complete to his successor 
Ch‘én Shéng-yung. This he obstinately 
refused to do in defiance of explicit instruc- 
tions from the Commander-in-chief, who 
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now joins the Viceroy in asking that 
he should be cashiered by way of purifying 
the service. 
April 12th. 
POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO THE FORMER 
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF CEREMONIES, 


A Decree—Pi Tao-yiian, the late 
President of the Board of Ceremonies, 
was an officer of great judgment, learn- 
ing and experience who rose by suc- 
cessive stages to his high position from 
being a graduate of the Hanlin College, 
and acquitted himself in every department 
with great loyalty and devotion. He 
was recently obliged to retire from 
the public service on grounds of ill- 
health, and the news of his death has 
now caused us deep sorrow. We command 
that the penalties which he incurred during 
his official career be remitted, and that he 
be accorded all the posthumous honours 
due to the Président of a Board. Let his 
son, Pi Nien-ch‘éng, who is now an expec- 
tant Secretary in the Board of Works, re- 
ceive the substantive appointment as soon 
as his mourning for his father is over. 


HONOURS TO DECEASED TARTAR-GENERAL 
OF HANGCHOW. 


A Decree worded in almost the same 
phraseology as the above accords the post- 
humous honours due to his‘rank to Ku-ni- 
yin-pu, the late Tartar-General at Hang- 
chow. 

ERECTION OF A CUSTOM HOUSE AT CHUNG- 
CHIANG FOR THE COLLECTION OF DUTY 
ON THE OVERLAND TRADE BETWEEN 
CHINA AND COREA. 

In the year 1883 a set of regulations was 
drawn up and agreed to between China and 
Corea for the conduct of the overland trade 
at Chung-chiang near the Yalu River and, 
a Custom house for collecting the duties on 
the above trade was to be built at Chiu-lien 
Ch‘éng which was to be placed under of the 
control of the Tavtai of the Eastern Frontier. 
This establishment has now been erected at 
a cost of Ts. 3,830, and a discussion has 
ensued between the Buard of Revenue at 
Peking and the Manchurian authorities re- 
garding a reduction which the former wished 
to make in the payment of the above 
amount. The latter insist strongly that it 
should be paid in full and adduce the follow- 
ing arguments in support of theircontention. 
The building was erected at a point which 
forms a meeting place for trade between 
the two empires, and as a matter of pre- 
stige vis-a-vis a subordinate country the 
arrangements connected with it had to be 
carried out in a somewhat imposing style. 
The site also was very low and had to be 
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raised some five feet and the materials 
and workmen had all to be brought from 
a distance. The amount reported to the 
Board represents the actual disbursements, 
and as it was drawn from special funds 
allotted for frontier purposes it is ear- 
nestly asked that it should be sanctioned in 
full.—The Board of Revenue are directed 
by rescript to reconsider the matter. 


MILITARY HORSES FOR LI HUNG-CHANG’S 
: ARMY. 


The Viceroy Li states that many of the 
horses in the army at Tientsin having died 
or become disabled through age and other 
causes, it now becomes necessary to replace 
them. Unfortunately the supply of horses 
fitted for drawing gun-carriages has now 
become very scarce at Lama Miao and 
orders have been sent to Ta-lai-pei-szu out- 
side Kalgan to procure 100 strong animals 
of the requisite height and strength. Their 
forage en route will be supplied by the local 
authorities. 


13th April. 
SALT TAX RECEIPTS SENT TO PEKING FROM 
HUPEH. 


According to a Memorial presented by 
the Viceroy Yii-lu, the Hupeh Government 
has been ordered this year to furnish the 
Board of Revenue at Peking witha sum 
of Tls. 100,000 fromits receipts on account 
of salt tax. It was also originally required 
to send to the Imperial Household Tls. 
50,000, from the same source; but it has 
since been desired to forward this sum to 
the Board of Revenue as well. The 
Memorialist has now given instructions to 
despatch an officer to Peking with Tls. 
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30,000, forming the first instalment of the 


subvention. 


AN OFFICER CASHIERED FOR DISRESPECTFUL 
CONDUCT. 


The Tartar Lieutenant-General at Ch ‘ing- 
chou Fu in Shantung represents that 
last month, when one of the Captains 
in the garrison was issuing to his men 
their spring pay, a widow lady, the 
mother of one of the subalterns, came 
into the office and asked that she might be 
given five taels out of her son’s pay. In 
reply the Captain desired her to wait a 
minute. While she was so dving, a great 
noise was heard. The cause of it turned 
out to be the subaltern in question, who 
came into the room and began tu abuse the 
Captain in a loud voice, apparently on 
account of the request which had been made 
to him. As it was impossible to pass over 
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such behaviour to an officer occupied in the 
ublic discharge of hig duty, the matter was 
laid before the memorialist in order that he 
might deal with it as seemed proper. The 
memorialist finds that dismissal from the 
public service is the penalty laid down by 
law for the employment by a subordinate 
officer of abusive language. towards his 
superior, and he begs that this punishment 
may be inflictedgin the present case, in 
order to deter others from similar misbe- 
haviour in the future. The rank of the 
subaltern was that of Yun-chi‘i-Lyii.— 
Approved. 


14th April. 


ADULTERY AND MURDER, REVISION OF THE 
SENTENCE. 


According to a memorial presented by 
the Governor of Turkestan the year be- 
fore last, there was a Chinese living 
at Turfan, whose wife had without his 
knowledge formed an adulterous connec- 
tion’ with another man. As her husband 
kept strict watch over her, her para- 
mour hired a room from another woman 
living close by, so that they might be able 
One evening she had gone to the 
place of assignation, and was sitting talking 
with her lover, but they had not yet com- 
mitted adultery. Suddenly the husband, 
who had traced her there, came to the 
room, dashed in the door with his foot, and 
seized the man by the pig-tail. The woman 
immediately ran away, but the man, while 
trying to escape, kicked the husband in the 
lower part of the body and so ,caused his 
death. The guilty couple were arrested, and 
after being duly tried, the man was senten- 
ced to decapitation and the woman to the 
lighter punishment of strangulation. When 
the matter was laid before the Emperor, the 
Board of Punishments reported that ag the 
woman had run away and was uot present 
when the kick was inflicted which caused 
her husband’s death, she could not be liable 
to any severer punishment than that laid 
down in the law for committing adultery. 
The case was therefore remitted to the pro- 
vincial authorities, who were desired to carry 
out the sentence passed on the man, but tu 
take the punishment of the woman under 
their consideration again. The memorialist 
now represents that, as the adulteress did not 
call for help at the time of the commission 
of the crime, and did not come forward as 
the prosecutrix of the murderer afterwards, 
the judges made the mistake of sentencing 
her to death as a participant in the crime. 


‘But the offence being considered as merely 


that of committing adultery, the punish- 
ment to which she should be condemned is 


a flogging of a hundred blows and one 
month’s wearing of the cangue. The latter 
part.of the punishment, however, must be 
remitted, the offender beinga woman. The 
other woman from whom the room was 
hired, is ordered to receive ninety blows as 
a procuress.—Referred to the Board of Pun- 
ishments. 
15th April. 
RETIREMENT OF CHINBIANG TAOTAI. 

The Viceroy Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian reports 
that the Taotai at Chinkiang has been 
obliged to vacate his office on account of 
the death of his mother. The post is one 
of great importance, and its occupant is 
charged with the preservation of order at a 
treaty port, besides acting as Superintend- 
’ ent of Customs. The Memorialist therefore 
has lost no time in sending an officer to 
take temporary charge until His Majesty 
shall appoint .some one to fill the vacancy. 


GIFTS TO KIANGSU AND ANHUI RELIEF FUND. 


The Viceroy Tséng Kuo,ch‘iian reports 
the receipt of a number of charitable gifts 
for the relief of the distress prevalent 
at the present time in the provinces of 
Kiangsu and Anhui. Two officials, natives 
of the province of Hunan, each subscribe 
a sum of one thousand taels, the one 
declaring his gift to be made in accordance 
with the wishes of his deceased grand- 
mother, and the other in accordance with 
those of his deceased father. An official 
of Wu-hsi in Kiangsu, as desired by his 
mother, gives a thousand articles of 
wadded clothing, and a scholar of Chékiang 
makes a similar donation in accordance with 
the instructions of his late grandmother and 
late mother. The wadded clothing is reck- 
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oned in each instance as being of the value. 


of Tls. 1,000. Asa reward for the libera- | 


lity thus displayed, the Memorialist asks 
that the Emperor will give permission for 
the erection of Memorial arches in honour 
of the persons who have caused the gifts to 
be made. The arches will be set up by the 
members of the families concerned in their 
native homes. —Approved. 


SICK LEAVE GRANTED To A MONGOL CHIEF. 
The authorities at Tarbagatai report that 


an application has been made to them by | 


the Mongol Prince acting as Captain-Gene- 
ral of the Sain-noin tribe on behalf of a 
Djassak Daidji, or chieftain and noble of 
the said tribe. The Djassak is suffering 
from sickness. Four months’ leave of ab- 
sence have already been granted to him ; 
but as he is still unable to attend to his 
duties, the memorialists have given him 
four months more. 
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CHARITABLE GIFT BY DISGRACED OFFICIAL. 

The Viceroy Tsén Kuo-ch‘iian reports 
another case of the contribution of a large 
sum of money to a charitable object by 
a disgraced official, who hopes to be rein- 
stated in his former position. In the 
present instance the donor is a former 
sub-prefect on the staff of the Kiangsu 
province. He has presented the Anhui 
and Kiangsu Relief Fund with ten thousand 
wadded clothes, which are considered as 
the equivalent of the same number of 
taels of silver. The officers of the Relief 
Board represent that the sub-prefect: had 
@ younger brother, a manager in the 
service of the China Merchants’ Steamship 
Company, and by mistake he was consider- 
ed implicated in some affair in which this 
younger brother had become involved, 
In consequenee he was denounced to the 
Throne by The Viceroy Li Hung-chang 
and dismissed from the public service. 
Afterwards the Company laid a state- 
ment of the facts before the Viceroy, 
who thereupon ordered that the case should 
be closed and no further proceedings taken. 
Apart from this affair there was nothing 
whatever against the sub-prefect. Under 
these circumstances, as his contribution is 
more than would suffice to secure for an 
ordinary donor promotion to such a posit- 
ion as he held, it is suggested that he 
should be restored to his former dignities, 
as has been done with other persons who 
subscribed similar sums to the Honan Relief 
Board or the Yellow River Works Fund.— 


Granted. 
. 16th April. 
GRAIN EXPORT FROM MANCHURIA TO CHIHLI. 
On account of the distress caused by floods 
last year the Emperor allowed the authorities 
of Shéng-ching in Manchuria to forbid any 
grain’s leaving the province. The Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang now reports that numerous 
representatious have been made to him by 
the territorial officials under his jurisdic- 
tion, begging that he will obtain the re 
moval of the prohibition so far as to permit 
the resumption of the export trade to 
Chibhli from Chin-chou and neighbouring 
place in Western Shéng-ching. It is stated 
that on account of the want of fertility in 
the land, even in good years Chihli does 
not produce enough corn for its own neces- 
sities. It depends on Manchuria for a 
portion of its supply, and the exchange of 
corn for money which thus takes place is a 
great benefit to both districts. Last year 
the export from Manchuria was stopped on 
account of the distress in the southern part 
of Shéng-ching. This has caused a rise of 
price in Chihli, which is severely felt by the 
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inhabitahts. The difficulty, moreover, is 
aggravated by the failure in the harvest 
throughout a part of Shantung, which has 
made the peoplefrom there come toChihli to 
buy.food. It is feared that in a very short 
time the question will be not merely one of 
high or low prices, but the stocks in Chihli 
will be entirely exhausted and the poor 
people there will have nothing to eat. In 
endorsing the truth of the above statements, 
the Viceroy remarks that the ordinary in- 
sufficiency of the food supply in Chihli has 
been increased of late years by floods and 
droughts. Though the crop last year was 
an average one in most parts of the pro- 
vince, still there were low-lying dis- 
tricts, which suffered severely from floods. 
Rice from the south is dear and the 
people are not in the habit of eating it. 
They have always been accustomed to fall 
back on the cheap grain from Honan and 
Manchuria. The supply from Honan has 
been cut short by the great calamity which 
occurred there, and matters are aggravated 
by the prohibition in Manchuria. In 
southern Shéng-ching the inhabitants come 
almost entirely from Chihli and Shantung, 
and rely on the assistance of labourers from 
* those provinces to aid in-tilling the soil. 
Much the same is the case in the west and 
beyond the frontier. The extent of fertile 
land is so vast in proportion to the popula- 
tion, that there are immense stores of 
grain. Even small farmers hold very 
large stocks. All export was forbidden in 
order to accumulate a supply in the coun- 
try ; but in view of the mutual inter- 
dependence existing between Shéng-ching 
and Chihli, it would be well to withdraw 
the order as far as the latter province is 
concerned. The memorialist has heard 
that distress only exists in the south of the 
province, and that there is a surplus in all 
the west as well as throughout Kirin. 
This is especially the case with the Chin- 
chou district, which lies close upon the 
frontier and is the depét for the country 
outside. A similar prohibition was relaxed 
in 1875 in consequence of a representation 
then made ; and now government steamers 
are allowed to transport corn to Shantung. 
It is hoped that the same favour may be 
accorded to the metropolitan province in 
order to preserve its people from a scarcity 
of food. 

The Emperor’s Rescript notes that there 
was an average harvest in Chihli last year 
while Shéng-ching suffered from a great 
calamity. He desires Li Hung-chang to 
communicate with the Shéng-ching Govern- 
ment, and find out whether his proposal 
can be carried into effect. 
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17th April. 
TRIBUTE RICE FROM CHEKIANG. 


The quantity of tribute rice to be for- 
warded this year to Peking from the pro- 
vince of Chékiang amounts to 520,300 
piculs. Of this amount 258,800 piculs have 
alresdy been collected at Shanghai, and 
despatched to Tientsin, 131,000 piculs were 
shipped by steamer, and 127,000 piculs 
entrusted to a fleet of forty junks, which 
set sail from Tsung-ming Island on the 
secondof March last. 

18th April. 
PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS AT YELLOW 
RIVER. 

The Director-General Wu Ta-ch‘eng re- 
ports that on account of the ice during 
the winter, it was necessary to strengthen 
the fascines in certain places, and in the 
most exposed spots to protect them 
further with timbers. Since then 
the ice has all melted with the spring 
weather, and no longer gives any cause for 
apprehension. The new embankment, 
extending as it does for five thousand feet, 
still requires a good deal to be done to it. 
The fabric is not solid and shows signs of 
sinking. It must be both backed and 
levelled up wherever there seems any ne- 
cessity for doing so. It will also be ad- 
visable to add three lengths to the break- 
water above the breach in order to protect 
the spot where the gap was formerly. 
Lastly, throughout the whole district river 
walls of brick must be constructed at points 
of special danger. The cost of these opera- 
tions will be too large to be paid from 
ordinary allowances, and must be charged 
to the special fund. 


3 19th April. 
{ TRANQUILLISATION OF FORMOSA. 


‘In a memorial ‘asking rewards for cer- 
tain officers, the Governor of Formosa 
and his colleagues announce the paci- 


fication of the savages thoughout the 


whole of Formosa, and the punishment of 
certain important rebels. In a_ report 
published towards the end of last year an 
account was given of the reduction of a 
strongly fortified village called Lii-chia- 
wang near Pilam on the east coast.. After- 
wards, it appears, the second chief of this 
village was known to be meditating a fresh 
rebellion. Buta demand for his surrender 
having been made, he was delivered over by 
his fellow townsmen, and put to death after 
trial. In the neighbouring village of Ta 
Chuang there still remained one Liu T‘ien- 
wang, who with certain others had been the 
prime moVer in the original outbreak. As 


it was Se aa Gontvad ta oblige cons Gs Gaakion,. |) HS: Uks- desl of lhe: ads olla ths to bring these men to justice, 
the commander of the troops at Pilam 
marched with a strong force into the 
neighbourhood of Ta Chuang, and sent on 
two officials to the place itself with in- 
structions to find some means of entrap- 
ping the criminals. The Commander after- 
wards moved on to Ta Chuang, where Liu 
T‘ien-wang and his associates came out 
to meet him. They were followed, how- 
ever, by a guard of two hundred men 
carrying concealed weapons. The Chinese 
Commander directed the followers to re- 
turn to their homes, and arrested Liu T‘ien- 
wang and three others. When examined, the 
prisoners acknowledged that a seller of 
gunpowder from Lu-chiang near Chang- 
hua had proposed to them to rise against 
the Government. If they would begin at 
Pilam, so as to draw the government troops 
to the back of the island, Shih Chin-tuan 
would capture Chang-hua on the opposite 
coast and divide the spoil with them in 
equal shares. Accordingly, aided by the 
people of Lii Chia-wang, they attacked 
ilam and killed a Wei-yuan. After they 
had made this confession, they were put to 
death and their heads exposed. Since then 
perfect quiet has ‘prevailed throughout the 
south of the island. 
_ In the centre of Formosa trouble was 
principally caused by the aborigines known 
as the Bah Hwan and Bu Hwan near P‘u- 
li-hsia T‘ing. When they submitted to the 
Government the year before last, they were 
required to furnish a few men from each 
village to serve as soldiers, and it was hoped 
that by this means some hold would be kept 
upon the whole of the tribes. But one day 
these hostages became intoxicated, made a 
disturbance and ran away in fear of the 
consequences. After this the savages re- 
commenced their head-hunting expeditions. 
Forts were therefore established at import- 
ant points in the district, and manned by 
cig from the colonists i in the villages, 
n the next ten months as many as a dozen 
raids were attempted by the savages, but 
in every case they were defeated and 
driven back. ‘At last, steps were taken to 
prevent the importation of salt and gun- 
powder into the mountains. This reduced 
the savages to extremities. Their chiefs, 
attended by three hundred men and 
women, appeared of their own accord 
before the local mandarins, to whom 
they promised that they would again pro- 
vide a number of men to serve as soldiers, 
and would send their children to-school. 
Upon these terms their submission was 
accepted. In other parts of centra] Formosa 
there has been no disturbance of the peace. 
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In the north of the island, after the 
administrator had settled colonists in the 
waste lands at the foot of the mountains, 

@riendly relations were maintained generally 
between the Chinese and the abvrigines. 
But as some of the tribes continued their 
head-hunting expeditions, and others who 
had submitted relapsed into savagery, it be- 
came necessary in the spring to despatch a 
number of punitive expeditions. Thege met 
with complete success. Several villages 
tendered or resumed their allegiance and 
sent their children to be taught in school. 
When the summer came on and the un- 
healthy season commenced, the number ~ 
of men lost by sickness compeHed the 
troops to return to their quarters. In the 
late autumn operations were recommenced 
with great vigour, principally in the District 
of I-lan. Aided by the want of paths, the 
steepness of the mountains, and the depth 
of the ravines, the savages offered a bold 
resistance. But the troops pushed steadily 
on, occupying each village as they cap- 
tured it. Here and there they unex- 
pectedly seized dominating positions, from 
which they could see the movements of 
the enemy and attack them with advantage. , 
Sometimes they advanced in mist or dark- 
ness amid the pouring rain and violent 
wind, guided by friendly aborigines, and 
helping each other up the steep hill-side, 
ot climbing with the aid of the creeping 
vines. The successful attacks thus made 
on the villages, combined with the orders 
against unnecessary killing and burning, at 
once overawed the savages and induced 
them to surrender one after another. In 
one instance, however, a commander 
named Ch‘en Lo, reported he had been 
roughly handled. He had attacked, as 
ordered, a cluster of villages in the Hain- 
chu District. The savages fled at his 
approach, but he inflicted some loss on 
them. Afterwards, when he was returning 
he was suddenly assailed by several hundred 
men who were lyingin ambush. An officer 
and thirteen soldiers were killed and a few 
guns and muskets were lost. Fortunately 
some troops outside came to his aid and 
rescued him from his dangerous position. 
Afterwards about a dozen wounded abori- 
gines were brought into the camp of another 
commander. When questioned, they said 
they had been savagely attacked by a 
Chinese force and were hurt in escaping. 
Latter still, some chiefs belonging to friend- 
ly villages came in and asked for protection. 
They said that a bridge in their neigh- 
bourhood was carried away by the stream, 
but the Chinese Commander thought they 
had destroyed it, and therefore set upon 
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them and killed six of theis men. This 
led to a conflict in which ten soldiers and 
twenty of their people were slain. They 
begged for pardon and delivered up the 
arms which had been lost. The. chiefs 
were sent on to the Governor at the capital 
of the island, who finding on enquiry that 
their story was substantially correct, at 
once removed the officer named Ch‘en Lo 
from his command. This was followed by 
the submission of the villages in the neigh- 
bourhood, and order was established 
throughout the north of the island.— 
Decree issued separately. , 


20th April. 


RETIREMENT. 


Ching Shan, Vice-President of the Board 
of Civil Office, is permitted to retire from 
the public service. 


‘REQUEST FOR AN INCREASE IN THE NUMBER 
OF PLACES ALLOTTED AT THE CIVIL AND 
MILITARY EXAMINATIONS IN SZECHUAN 
ON ACCOUNT OF THE LARGE PUBLIC SUB- 
SCRIPTIONS RAISED BY THE PROVINCE. 


In accordance with regulations recently 
framed by the Board of Revenue, provinces 
are entitled to an extra place in the civil and 
military examinations for every Tls. 300,000 
which they raise for public purposes exclu- 
sive of their fixed assessment. The Viceroy 
of Szechuan now reports that during the 
years 1884 and 1885 the province collected in 
this way a sum of T's.3,035,314.1.2.1.4.4, 
all of which was raised in comparatively 
small amounts and gave the donors no claim 
to personal rewards. The total revenue of 
the province is in ordinary years barely 
sufficient to cover expenditure and for 
some time past additional calls have had 
to be met by such voluntary subscriptions. 
Ten being the number of places to which 
the above subscription gives a claim, it is 
asked that this addition should be made to 
the vacancies at. the provincial examination 
next autumn. The balance of the money 
will be treated as a surplus and will not be 
carried over to form part of the amount 
for which a similar claim may hereafter 
be made. 


RETIREMENT OF TAOTAL. 


The Viceroy of Szechuan reports that Li 
Ching-hsi, the Intendant of the Yung Ning 
Circuit, having received intelligence of the 
death of his mother at Ho-fei in Anhui, 
has retired into. mourning, and has been 
succeeded by an expectant Taotai named 
Hsia-shih, at present in charge of the Cen- 
tral Likin Office. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS RAISED IN SZECHUAN BY 
SALE OF OFFICIAL RANK. 


The Viceroy of Szechuan forwards a 
s@tement of the proceeds realised by 
the sale of official rank the last month 
of the year during which the system 
was in force. In.all 51 positions and but- 
tons were disposed of, the receipts from 
which amounted to Tls. 3,775.8. The 
money, which was originally intended for 
the repair of the breach in the Yellow 
River, is now to remain in the provincial 
treasury pending receipt of instructions as 
to its disposal. 

21st April. 
APPOINTMENT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL AT 
CH‘AO-CHOU .FU. 

Téng An-pang, the Brigadier-General at 
Ch‘ao-chou Fu, having lately been obliged - 
to retire from the public service on grounds 
of ill-health, Wang Haiao-chi, the General 
in command at Pakhoi, received instruc- 
tious to assume charge of the vacant post. 
The district of which he has now been 
placed in command stretches for a consider- 
able distance along the seaboard, and ad- 
ag the provinces of Kiangsi and Fukien. 

e duties of the post are of a very onerous 
nature, and will, he fears, require more 


* energy and ability than he possesses. 


MURDER IN TURKESIAN. 


Two Mohammedans, natives of Yarkand, 
agreed one day about a year ago to assume 
the réle of Bhuddist priests and start on a 
begging tour through the adjacent country. 
The result of the trip was that in little 
over a fortnight they found themselves in 
possession of ten dollars, a square of felt, 
three pairs of stockings, three sheep skins, 
anda motley collection of articles which 
they carried on horseback, At this stage 
they decided to part company, and a 
dispute occurred about the division of the 
spoil which resulted in a fatal affray, and 
the appropriation of the commen property 
by the survivor. The crime having been 
unpremeditated, the murderer has been 
condemned to death after the usual period 
of imprisoment. 


22nd April. 


YEN CHING-MING RETURNS TO HIS HOME IN 
SHANSI. 

Yen Ching-ming, who was lately relieved 
of his duties as Grand Secretary and Direc- 
tor of the Board of Revenue, has been 
accorded permission to return to his home 
for the purpose of recruiting his health and 
has been provided with post horses and 
other means of conveyance at the public 
expense. The Emperor speaks in terms 
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of high praise of his faithful service to the 
State, and commands him to return to 
Peking for. audience immediately he is 
restored to health. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Ching Hsin is transferred as Junior Vice- 
President to the Board of Civil Office ; Hsii 
Ch‘ang is appointed Vice-President cf the 
Board of ersnes with control of the 
Coinage department ; Wén Hsing is gazetted 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Ceremonies ; and Pao Ch‘ang receives the 
Junior Vice-Presidency of the same depart- 
ment. 

RIVER CONSERVANCY IN KIANGSU. 


The acting Governor of Kiangsu states 
that the waterways of the province, which 
used to be deepened and cleared out 

. at periodical intervals, have been allowed 
to silt up in late years and are now 
in a general state of neglect. No better 
proof of the advantages of river con- 
servancy could be found than what 
occurred last year in Kiangsu. During 
the drought which then prevailed a good 
harvest was reaped in all districts where 
irrigation was possible, while in parts which 
lay at a distance from water communication 
the crops were completely burnt up. The 
effects of a dry season, bad as they are, do 
much less injury than a wet one in a coun- 
try like Kiangsu, where drainage is impossi- 
ble. The district officers have under stand- 
ing regulations paid considerable attention 
to the maintenance of thesmaller waterways, 
but the want of funds has prevented any 
adequate measures being taken for the con- 
servancy of the main streams. As soon as 
the necessity for famine relief disappears, 
the memorialist proposes to devote all the 
spare money he has in hand to the restora- 
tion of all the most important lines of water 
communication in the province, and he feels 
assured that he could do nothing more 
likely to conduce to the happiness and 
welfare of the people. 


RETURN TO DUTY OF A LITERARY 
CHANCELLOR. 

Jun Hsiang-ch‘éng, a Senior Wrangler 
and Reader of the Hanlin College, was 
appointed Literary Chancellor of Shantung 
some two years ago, and while engaged in 
that capacity was obliged to go into mourn- 
ing on account of the death of his father. 
As, however, he had passed by adoption 
into another family, the period of his mourn- 
ing lasted for only one year instead of 27 
months. He stopped some time longer at 
his native place in the Yuan-ho district in 
Kiangsu, through the Governor of which 
province he now announces his intention 
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of proceeding to Peking to resume his 
official duties. He is bringing with him 
his mother, who is now over 70 years of 
age, and has no other grown-up son to 
minister to her comfort. 
APPLICATION FOR POSTHUMOUS HONOURS UN 
BEHALF OF OFFICER WHO DIED IN BATTLE. 
The Governor of Kuangsi submits an 
application which has been addressed to 
him for the bestowal of posthumous honours 
upon an officer named I Yiian-t‘ai who fell 
fighting against rebels at Wu-chou Fu in 
1870. The deceased entered the army as a 


. volunteer in 1856, and served all through 


the Taiping rebellion, in which he gained 
high distinction. He eventually obtained 
the rank of Lieutenant-Governor, received 
the Bat‘wra decoration, and an honorary 
title of the first class was conferred upon his 
ancestors for three generations. It is now 
asked that, as a further reward for having 
forfeited his life in the service of his country, 
he should be permitted to enjoy the post- 
humous honours accorded to officers falling 
on the fleld of battle. 


23rd April. 
METROPOLITAN EXAMINATIONS. 


The number of successful candidates at 
the provincial examinations is limited by 
regulation, while the places assigned to the 
various provinces at the metropolitan or 
triennial examination held at Peking are 
determined by Imperial Decree, and de- 
pend to a certain extent upon the relative 
number of the candidates. The following 
is the distribution fur the present year: 
Manchu candidates, 8 places ; Mongols, 3 ; 
Han-chiin, 6; Chihli, 23; Manchuria, 3 ; 
Shantung, 21; Shansi, 10;- Honan, 17; 
Shensi, 14; Kansu, 9; Kiangsu, 25; 
Anhui, 17; Chékiang, 24; Kiangsi, 22 ; 
Hupei, 14; Hunan, 14; Szechuan, 14; 
Fukien, 20; Taiwan, 2; Kuangtung, 16; 
Kuangsi, 13; Yiinnan, 12; Kueichow, 11. 


24th April. 


YANG CH‘ANG-CHUN ASSUMES OFFICE AS 
VICEROY OF SHENSI AND KANSU. 


Yang Ch‘ang-chiin reports that he left 
Foochow: for his new post on the 9th 
December, and travelling partly by water 
and partly by land, He reached Lanchow 
Fu on the 14th March where on the follow- 
ing day he took over the seals and archives 
from the out-going Viceroy, T‘an Chung- 
lin. He finds the country greatly improved 
since the rebellion, but still far from being 
restored to its former state of prosperity. 
The mixed population of Mohammedans and 
Chinese adds greatly to the difliculty of 
government, and the civil administration 
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has not yet been fully established in some 
parts. Frontier defence, international 
questions, and other important concerns 
will all demand more attention than a man 
of memorialist’s advanced age and enfeebled 
health can properly bestow upon them. 
All he can promise is that, jaded old horse 
that he is, he will work with his whole 
mind to requite in however infinitesimal a 
measure the Imperial bounty by securing 
peace and happiness to the people under 
his rule. 


RETIREMENT OF T‘AN CHUNG-LIN, VICEROY 
OF THE SHEN KAN PROVINCES. 

T‘an Chung-lint, who received last year 
permission to retire from the public service 
on account of defective vision, reports 
haviug handed over charge of his office to 
his successor, Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, and ex- 
presses his gratitude to the Throne for all 
the favours he has received during his official 
career especially since the accession of the 
present Emperor. At the beginning of the 
present reign he was appointed Governor 
of Shensi, in 1879 he was transferred to 
Chékiang, and two years later he was pro- 
moted to be Viceroy of the Shen Kan pro- 
vinces. During all these fifteen years he 
has done nothing to requite the Imperial 
kindness, aud new when the Emperor is 
entering on the manifold duties of his high 
office amidst the unbounded joy of the 
whole nation, memorialist is compelled by 
failing sight to retire in the deepest grief 
and disappointment to his ancestral home 
in Hunan. Should his sight be restored 
in a year or two he will hasten to Peking 
to look again upon the countenance of his 
august sovereign. 


PUNISHMENT OF OFFICIALS OF BOARD OF 
WORKS. ’ 

K‘un-kang, the President of the Board 
of Works, submits a memorial in which he 
expresses on behalf of himself and his 
colleagues great regret for having failed to 
erect in proper time a yellow pavilion for 
the use of His Majesty on the occasion of a 
recent visit to the Empress Dowager, and 
suggests that the blunder should be 
brought to the notice of the Board.—Re- 
script already published. 

25th April. 
APPEAL CASE FROM CHIHLI. 

The settlement of the following case is 
reported by the Viceroy Li. T*ien Ming- 
ho, the appellant in the suit, is a native of 
the Ch‘ii-yang district, and is a man whose 
antecedents have been of a very ambiguous 
character. Not far from his house was a 


an embankment serving as a protection 
to the village. One very dry summer 
T‘ien Lo-wu and a number of others joined 
together, erected a lock on the river, and 
dug a channel to divert the course of the 
water for irrigation purposes. The land 
occupied by this canal was rented at a fixed 
sum per mow from the owners, and the 
cultivators of the irrigated ground, which 
amounted to over 30 ch‘ing of land, paid a 
pro ratd assessment to cover the rent of the 
ground and the cost of digging the canal. 
The appellant's farm, lying at a consider- 
able distance, received no benefit from the 
irrigation, and was not called upon to con- 
tribute. The old embankment having been 
carried away, it was found impossible to 
restore it on the old site and a new one was 
accordingly raised some distance to the 
east of it and paid for by public subscrip- 
tion. The site of the new embankment 
was partly a mud flat, and partly unre- 
claimed ground which was procured from 


. @ number of different owners, some of whom. 


shallow river, on one side of which was 
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refused to take any payment. T‘ien Ming- 
ho, seeing the fine crops which the irrigated 
land bore, and the profits gained by the 
owners of the barren land occupied by the 
embankment, became jealous and resolved 
to set up a spurioug claim to the owner- 
ship of a portion of the latter ground, 
alleging at the same time that his own farm 
had been flooded by the excavation of the 
canal. He presented a complaint to this 
effect to the local Magistrate, who dismissed 
it with a reprimand. He then carried an 
appeal throngh.the higher courts and fail- 
ing to obtain any satisfaction, he proceeded 
to Peking, where he appeared as a sup- 
pliant before the Emperor. His case was 
remitted back to Chihli for investigation, 
and even though it should prove to be well- 
founded he was still to be punished for 
having obstructed the Imperial chair. The 
above represent the facts of the case 
as ascertained, after full enqniry and 
examination of all the parties concerned. 
He still, however, obstinately refuses to 
confess, and under the law applicable to 
such cases, it has been decided that he should 
be convicted on the unanimous testimeny 
of witnesses, and receive the punishment 
which would have been accorded to the 
accused had his allegations been true. This 
punishment ,has, however, been merged 
into the graver one incurred by obstructing 
the Imperial cortége, for which he is to 
receive 100 blows and banishment to a near 
frontier. As he states that his father and 
mother are both over eighty years of age, 
and there is no grown-up son to leok after 
them, it is suggested for the consideration 
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of the Throne that the penalty should be 
remitted.—Referred to the consideration 


of the Board. 
26th April. 
DEATH OF LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AT 
NING-HSIA. 


A Decree published in this issue of the 
Gazette eulogises in high terms the services 
extending over a quarter of a century 
of Ch‘ang-hsiang-a, Lieutenant-General at 
Ning-hsia, news of whose death recently 
reached Peking. The deceased is to receive 
the posthumous honours due to his rank : 
all the penalties incurred during his official 
‘career are remitted and an appropriation 
of Tis. 1,000 has been made from the 
Kansu treasury as a contribution towards 
defraying the expenses of the funeral 
arrangements. 


REPORTED BREACH IN THE YELLOW RIVER IN 
SHANTUNG. 

On the Ist of April, the Taotai at Chefoo, 
Shéng MHeaiian-huai telegraphed to the 
Tsung-li Yamén that the northern bank of 
. the Yellow River in the P‘u Chow depart- 
ment had given way, and that a breach had 
been made measuring 130 chang. A copy 
of this telegram having been submitted to 
the Throne, the Emperor expressed great 
surprise that such a catastrophe should have 
occurred at @ season when the water was so 
low, and ordered the Governor of Shantung 
to furnish a full telegraphic report on the 
subject. The Governor telegraphed a reply 
denying the report, and he now submits a 
statement of the circumstances to which it 
seems to have owed its origin. The bed of 
the river in Shantung is, he remarks, very 
narrow, and the embankments are always 
exposed to much danger from the violence 
of the current, the direction of which is 
constantly changing owing to the silt 
deposits with which it is charged. On the 
16th March last great danger was appre- 
hended in two places in the Ch‘i-ho and Li- 
ch‘éng districts respectively, but the efforts 
of the river authority on the spot succeeded 
in securing the stability of the embank- 
ments. On the 23rd March and subsequent 
days a spit appeared on the south side of the 
river in P‘u chow, which had the effect of de- 
flecting the course of the current into a side 
channel. On the 26th and 27th it blew a 
strong gale from the south-west, and the 
fascines and part of the embankment were 
carried away, but by the combined efforts 
of the civil and military authorities, who 
worked night and day, an inner circle of em- 
bankment was constructed some six or seven 


a distauce of 610 chang and over 3,000 men 


‘were kept constantly employed in its cun- 


inches higher than the water, and an over-, 


flow was prevented. This was carried for 
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struction. This is an accurate account of 
what occurred during the peach freshet 
season, and the memorialist considers that 
all danger has been averted for the present. 
ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE OF FUKIEN. 
K‘wei-chiin, formerly Taotai at Amoy 
and now Judicial Commissioner of Fukien, 
having received permission to visit Peking 
for audience, his place has been tempora- 
rily taken by Lien-hsing, the Taotai of the 
Ting Chang Lung Circuit, who ertered upon 
the duties of the acting post on the 14th of 
March. The Acting Chief Justice was 
formerly Secretary in the Board of Civil 
Office and has been Taotai at Chang Chow 
for the last eight years. His successor in 
the latter post is Hu Jih-ch‘i. 
: 27th April. 
REHEARING OF A MURDER CASE IN KIANGSI. 
The Governor of Kiangsi reports the re- 
hearing of a murder case in consequence of 
an appeal made to Peking. The affair 
itself took place as long ago as the autumn 
of the year 1882. Ina country village in 
the District of I-ning Chou there lived two 
asant farmers who were distant cousins. 
their fields lay close together with a stream 
running alongside. In this stream each 
had placed a water-wheel, which turned a 
small mill for husking rice and crushing 
oil-seeds. The younger cousin, whose 
wheel was higher up stream, found that it 
worked badly because the water course had 
silted up. He therefore moved it to an- 
other place close by and dug a new channel, 
by which he diverted some of the water to 
serve it. This called forth angry protesta- 
tions on the part of the elder cousin who 
considered that the division of the 
water was injurious to his wheel ; but the 
ounger would not yield, andthey separated 
in bad temper with each other. A few days 
after this the younger cousin and three 
brothers were going to their field to work, 
when they met the elder cousin with his 
three sons returning home. The latter re- 
commenced the dispute. From words they 
came to blows. The younger cousin tried 
to assault the other with a hoe. But the 
latter, who was armed with a sharp-pvinted 
spud, got the best of the struggle and left 
his antagonist almost lifeless on the ground. 
Turning to flee, he was attacked by one of 
the other party. But one of his sons came 
to the rescue, and gradually the others 
joined in. A number of single combats 
took place, which ended in two of the 
younger cousin’s brothers being mortally 


wounded, and the third less severely. The ' 
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affair was witnessed by two bystanders, 
_who tried in vain to stop the combatants, 
and one of whom afterwards went to carry 
the news to the mother of the dying men. 
These were the true facts of the case, and 
they were properly elicited at the trial 
which was held in due course. But in 
order to obtain more signal vengeance, the 
mother appealed to the higher courts and 
finally sent a son with a petition to Peking. 
‘ She pretended first that the case was one 
of deliberate murder, and not an unpre- 
meditated brawl ; and secondly she endea- 
voured to implicate some more members 
of the other family, who were in no way con- 
cerned in the affair. The case was remitted 
by the Board of Censors to the Governor 
of the province. As satisfactory evidence 
could not be extracted from the parties 
themselves, the Governor felt obliged to 
apply for an extension of time, in order that 
he might obtain the testimony of the two 
bystanders who witnessed the brawl. But as 
these men were away from home doing busi- 
ness in Hupeh, their presence could not be 
secured. They have now recently returned 
to Kiangsi, and by their evidence the truth 
of the story given above has been com- 
pletely established. The prosecutrix her- 
self, moreover, the mother of the men 
killed, has acknowledged the falseness of 
her former charges. Since then she has 
died of sickness in the house of detention, 
where she was staying. The Governor, 
therefore, has nothing to prevent his pass- 
ing sentence on the elder cousin and one 
son who are in custody, leaving the other 
two sons to be dealt with whenever they 
may be discovered and arrested. The law 
applicable to the case is that which lays 
down that when an elder relative kills a 
younger one in a brawl, he shall be stran- 
gled after the ordinary perivd of delay. 
To this punishment, therefore, both pri- 
soners are sentenced. The bearer of the 

tition to Peking will receive eighty 
lows; and the water-wheel will be remove 
to its original position.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 


28th April. 
VARIOUS CHARITABLE GIFTS. 


The greater part of this day’s Gazette 
consists of ducuments describing valuable 
gifts towards praiseworthy objects in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. In each case 
the honour of a memcrial arch is requested 
as a reward for the donor, or for the parent 
by whose command the donation was made. 
Thus, a gentleman and ex-official of Ch‘ang- 
ch‘in sien in Shantung presents land 
and silver together to the value of Tls. 1,100 
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for the erection of a free school in that place. 
From Chi-hsia Hsien is announced the be- 
stowal of a sum of Tis. 1,300 to form a 
fund for defraying the expenses of local 
scholars who go to the provincial capital to 
compete in the examinations. A third case 
in the same province is a contribution of 
Tis. 1,000 to the funds of the Board for the 
Relief of Distress. In two Memorials the 
Governor of Anhui announces the receipt 
of several donations for the benefit of 
sufferers from the Yellow River floods in 
the northern part of the province. There 
are two gifts of a thousand taels each, one 
of fifteen hundred articles of wadded cloth- 
ing, one of one thousand, one of two thou- 
sand; and finally one of one thousand 
suits, coats and trousers together. Accord- 
ing to custom each article is taken to be of 
the value of one tael. 


SICK LEAVE GIVEN TO SHAO YU-LIEN. 


A short time ago the Governor of For- 
08a granted two months’ leave of absence 
to his Provincial Treasurer, Shao Yu-lien, 
who reported himself suffering from the 
effects of the hot and damp climate of the 
island. ‘The ailments thus engendered had 
brought him into a state of languor and 
ansmia, and if he could not take rest his 
mental capacity would be affected. The 
two months now being gone, Shao repre- 
sents that he is not well yet and that it is 
needful for him to have better medical 
treatment than is possible in the island. 
He therefure begs for permission to resign 
his appointment and return to his home. 
The Governor will be very sorry to lose 
the services of his Treasurer, whose ability 
and attention to detail have been of great 
use in organising the newly established 
government. He knows that the Treasurer 
is really ill, and that good medical aid 
cannot be obtained locally. But he thinks 
that the malady will yield easily to proper 
treatment. He therefore proposes that the 
Treasurer, instead of retiring, should be 
given two more months’ leave of absence 
with permission to return to the mainland, 
after which it is probable that his health 
will be restored.— Approved. 


29th April. 
SERIOUS BANKRUPTCY IN KIANGSI. 

According to a memorial from the Go- 
vernor of Kiangsi, not long ago two large 
pawnshops were opened in Nan-ch‘ang Fu 
by a man named Ch‘eng, who held the 
rank of Taotai. The capital was contri- 
buted from various sources, and Ch‘eng 
and two brothers, also officials, had the 
control of the business. Last winter they 





announced that they were compelled by 
their losses to close their doors. This 
caused great excitement, as they not only 
held the funds of several schools, refuges, 
and such institutions, but they had also been 
entrusted with the fortunes of a number 
of widows and orphans. The Government 
at once took possession of the pawnshops, 
as well as of certain clothes, stores and 
foreign goods’ shops belonging to the same 
owners. It also attached their property at 
Huai-an, where they carried on the trade 
of salt merchants. The bankrupts. are will- 
ing that their property seized, estimated as 
worth Tls. 190,000, should be taken to pay 
their debts to public institutions ; but they 
have done nothing to make provision for 
their debts to private individuals. They 
themselves represent their debts which 
they cannot satisfy as amounting to Tls. 
833,000. They are freely charged by many 
persons with having removed their money 
to a place of concealment in order to 
defraud their creditors; and the memo- 
rialist thinks that the accusation is not 
without grounds, as in the short time 
that they have been in business their 
opigoings could not well have been so 
large. He therefore begs that the three 
brothers may be deprived of their rank 
and handed over to the Prefect for ex- 
amination. They will then be forced to 
disclose the amount of their property and 
compelled to produce it within a limited 
time. Their partners in the pawnshups 
will also be ascertained and required to 
make good their share of the deficit in 
proportion to the interest they held.— 
Approved. 
SALE OF OFFICES IN KIANGSI. 

During the thirteen months terminating 
with the'end of last year Tls. 109,385 were 

aid to the Honan Yellow River Works 

und by persons in Kiangsi desirous of 
acquiring official titles or positions. In the 
first month of the present year Tls. 4,966 
were contributed by fifteen individuals with 
the same object. 


x SUBSIDY ,FROM FUKIEN TO FORMOSA. 
It appears that three years ago the Foo- 
chow High Authorities arranged with the 
Governor of Formosa that for the next five 
years they would furnish him an annual 
subvention of Tis. 240,000 from the Likin 
Revenue, and Tls. 200,000 from the Cus- 
toms. The regularity with which the 
money has been paid has enabled the 
Governor to carry on his military operations 
without check. He therefore makes occa- 


sion to ask that the Fukien Grand Trea-. 


surer may be restored to the honours and 
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titles of which he was deprived, though 
retained at his post, some time ago. 
30th April. 
TEMPLE FOR JEN LAN-SHENG. 

Three hundred and fifty-one gentlemen 
of Féng-yang and the adjoining prefectures 
in Anhui have presented a petition to the 
Governor of the province, asking him to 
obtain permission for them to build a temple 
in honour of Jen Lan-sheng, who was 
formerly Taotai of that part of the country. 
According to their statement, Jen Lan- 
sheng was first employed as Military 
Secretary by the distinguished Governor 
Ying Han, and was afterwards appointed 
Taotai of the Circuit. In his earlier days he 
brought peace to the country by destroying 
a@ number of brigands and rebel bands. 
Afterwards, when tranquillity had been 
established, he assisted the people in many 
ways. Thus in the year 1877, he averted a 
famine by the vigorous steps he took to 
deal with a plague of locusts which threat- 
ened the land. Soon after came the great 
famine in Shansi and Honan, when he 
saved hundreds of thousand of lives by 
relieving the starving people who congre- 
gated in the country, or by finding funds 
to enable them to go elsewhere. When 
this had passed away he provided against 


‘future scarcity by storing grain and by 


clearing out the watercourses and reser- 
voirs. These stores were soun called 
into requisition by a waterspout in Ying- 
shan, when all the corn in the place was 
washed away. In 1883, fourteen districts 
in the valley of the Huai were badly 
flooded. Again he- preserved countless 
lives by raising large sums and distributing 
charity or instituting relief works. Nor 
was his power of organisation less markedly 
shown after the great rebellion, in spite of 
the difficulty of the circumstances. He 
rebuilt city walls, repaired roads and 
bridges, restored reservoirs and dams, con- 
structed rest houses, and established life 
boats and free ferries. He raised funds 
for colleges, bought school books, endowed 
freeschools, and examination rooms. Hegave 
his attention to silk cultivation, to vaccina- 
tion, to dispensaries and burial societies, 
besides organising charities in winter. 
Unfortunately he retained by mistake a 
clerk in his service who had been ordered 
to be discharged, on which account he was 
dismissed by the government. But in 
affectionate remembrance of his goodness, 
& sum was raised by public subscription, 
and his official rank was acquired for him 
again. At the time of the great Yellow, 
River floods he was sent back to Anhyti 
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to superintend the distribution of relief. 
Undeterred by the severity of the win- 
ter weather he personally visited the 
suffering districts. He distributed money, 
established relief works, taught the 
people to collect boats and build refuge- 
mounds, aiding them from public funds, 
and writing to Kiangsu for help from charit- 
able societies. But his health gave way 
and he died of a sickness brought on by 
excessive work. Although the Emperor 
has shown him marked distinction, still the 
people, remembering his many kindnesses, 
wish to be allowed to show their gratitude 
by building temples to him in the cities 
which were the scene of his labours. The 
meworialist is able to assure His Majesty 
of the sincerity of the affection felt for the 
deceased officer. But remembering that it 
has been forbidden to make inappropriate 
applications for special temples, he ventures 
to suggest that the Emperor might be 
pleased to give the deceased Taotai a place 
in the temple dedicated to Ying Han, 
where sacrifice may be offered to him in 
spring and autumn by the local authorities. 
—Sunctioned. 
PREVENTION OF GINSENG GATHERING. 

The Kirin authorities report that, in 
accordance with the regulations instituted 
in the year 1852, the ginseng-producing 
districts in the province have all been 
patrolled, and no illicit gathering of the 
plant has been discovered. The localities 
visited by the patrols are the Ying-o Hills 
near Kirin City, the Sui-fen River near 
Ninguta, near San-sing on the west bank of 
the Usuri, which, as the memorial notices, 
has not been ceded to Russia, and Lo-la-mi 
near Alchucu. 

1st May. 
DEATH OF TARTAR GENERAL, TUKAR. 

An Imperial Decree notices the death of 
Tukar, Tartar General at Uliasutai. It 
states that the deceased General did good 
service in the suppression of the Taiping 
and Mohammedan rebellions, and desires 
that he shall be accorded the favours gen- 
erally bestowed upon an officer of his rank. 


RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN ANHUI. 

A memorial presented by the Governor 
of Anhui requests that he may be allowed 
to recommend for rewards certain officers 
concerned in the distribution of charity in 
_that province. Inthe month of June the 
year before last the portion of the province 
which borders on the Yangtze was visited 
by an inundation which caused great 
distress and in many places washed away 
the embankments that protect the fields. 
The memorialist therefore obtained permis- 
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sion to raise contributions for the purpose 


of relieving the sufferers and repairing the 
broken banks. Soon afterwards came the still 
more terrible floods in the north of the pro- 
vince, due to the Yellow River’s entering 
the valley of the Huai, in consequence of 
which, part of the money raised was diver: 
ted to that region. With this latter ex- 
penditure the memorialist is not now con+ 
cerned ; but he gives a detailed account of 
the funds disbursed in the valley of the 
Yangtze, where both the relief operations 
were concluded in the month of July last 
year, and the repairs to embankments in 
the month of December. The greatest 
number of sufferers was found in the dis+ 
trict of Huai-ning (Gan-king), next in Tung< 
ch‘eng, then in Tang-tu, T‘ai-hu, and Wuhu, 
and then in Su-sung, and Wu-wei. Thenum- 
ber of persons relieved, old and young to- 
gether, was 164,435 ; and the total amount 
spentin charity was Tls. 40,761. Of this, Tls. 
10,936 was distributed in cash ; Tls. 23,824 
was employed in the purchase of rice ; Tla. 
5,000 in buying ten thousand wadded coats; 
and Tis. 1,000 were handed to the Shang- 
hai Committee which was working at Tang- 
tu, and found its funds insufficient. In the 
rebuilding of embankments there were 
expended Tls. 87,657. Of this, Tle. 44,004 
were disbursed directly by the authorities ; 
Tis. 21,385 were given as assistance to the 
people ; and Tls. 22,267 were lent for six 
years to the people of Tang-tu, who were en- 
gaged in rebuilding the great public embank- 
ment there, and found themselves unable to 
raise a sufficient amount to complete the 
work. The total sum under both heads 
thus comes to more than one hundred and 
twenty-eight thousand taels. There were 
other moneys employed in embankments, 
of which no notice is taken here, namely 
in ble ps atti where the Magistrate bor- 
rowed money from the provincial treasury ; 
and in Tung-ling, where the river wall was 
rebuilt by private subscriptions, of which, 
at the request of the panes contributor, 
no notice was taken by the authorities. 
Approved. 
# 2nd May. 
TRIBUTE RICE SENT TO SHANTUNG, 

An Imperial Decree notices the long 
prevalence of severe distress caused by 
natural calamities in Shantung. Last year 
the Governor obtained permission to retain 
in the province fifty thousand taels which 
ought to have been sent to Peking. This 
year, at his request, in addition to fifty 
thousand taels taken from the provincial 
exchequer, the Board of Revenue at 
Peking has provided a hundred thousand 
taels from other sources for the relief of 





the suffering poor. But, besides this, the 
Emperor, deeply moved by the magni- 
tude of the famine, orders Li Hung- 
ehang to divert to Shantung a hundred 
thousand piculs of tribute rice. This appro- 
priation will be taken from the portion of 
the tribute which is sent north by steamer, 
and there will be added to ita sum of 
money equivalent to the charges which 
would have been paid for conveying it from 
Tientain to Tungchow, if it had been sent 
as usual to Peking. The Governor will 
attend to its conveyance to the famine dis- 
triots, where he will see that it is fairly 
distributed by trustworthy officials, with- 
out any opportunity being given for 
peculation or fraud on the part of the 
government clerks and underlings. 


May 3rd. 
ARREARS DUE BY MAGISTRATES. 


The Viceroy at Canton reports that the 
late acting Magistrate at Hsi-ning has 
failed to hand over a sum of Tis. 4,600, for 
which he is responsible. The Viceroy there- 
fore proposes that the defaulting oflicer 
shall be deprived of his button and given 
four months in which to make good the 
money. If he fails to do so within the 
time, his property will be attached, and if 
it be not enough, his superiors will be 
called upon to make up the deticiency.— 
Approved. 

he Governor of Shansi states that the 
former Magistrate of T‘ien-chen Hsien, 
who-vacated his post on account of mourn- 
ing, was found to be indebted to the Gov- 
ernment in the sum of Tls. 887. As frequent 
demands for the money only resulted in 
his.producing Tla, 48, he was cashiered and 
arrested, and his property was ordered to 
be seized. He has since then made good the 
whole sum owed by him. As it appears 
that the money was originally expended by 
him in the public service and not wrong- 
fully appropriated, and as the sum was 
less than five thousand taels, and was re- 
funded within the year, it is requested, in 
accordance with the regulations in force, 
that he may be reinstated in his former 
rank,— Approved, 


4th May. 
COLLECTION OF DUTIES AT KALGAN. 

The following figures are extracted from 
areport submitted to the Throne by the 
Superintendent of Customs at Kalgan. 
From 25th January to 14th June 1887— 
Tis. 17,551.2.3 were collected exclusive of 
over 1,000 tiao for miscellaneous duties ; 
and from 15th June 1887 to 13th January 
1888 the receipts amounted to Ts. 
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19,026.8.1.4.5, together with over 2,000 tiao 
from miscellaneous accounts; from. 14th 
Jan. to 2nd June 1888 the amount realised 
was Tls. 17,549.8.1.3 and the miscellaneous 
receipts were over 1,000 tiao. The total 
receipts for 1887 were on the fixed assess- 
ment Tls. 20,004.7.8 while the supplemen- 
tary was represented by Tls. 16,573.2.6.4.5. 
A long list of the disbursement follows 
including payments to the military autho- 
rities at Chahar, to the Chii-yung Customs 
Station and other places. 





WITHDRAWAL OF THE PROHIBITION AGAINST 
THE EXPORT OF GRAIN FROM MANCHURIA. 


Owing to the high price of grain in the 
lower province of Manchuria consequent 
upon the devastating floods of last year, the 
High Authorities in Moukden acting upon a 
precedent established in 1874 obtained the 
sanction of the Throne to the temporary 
prohibition of the export of grain. Early 
however in the present year the Governor 
of Shantung telegraphed to the Manchurian 
authorities that great distress prevailed 
in the province under his rule and that 
he proposed to follow the example of the 
Viceroy Li and ask that the restriction 
on the export of grain from Manchuria 
should be withdrawn at least so far as 
the western parts in the lower pro- 
vince were concerned. His request was 
favourably received by the Throne and 
he was directed to consult with the Man- 
churian authorities as to the proper way 
of putting his project into execution, 
The latter now state that although no floods 
occurred last year in Chin Chau and the 
western parts of the lower province gene- 
rally, still the harvest was very poor and 
the stock of grain is inconsiderable. How- 
ever they do not feel justified in entirely 
opposing the proposal made by the Governor 
of Shantung in view of the great distress 
prevailing in that province, and they have 
accordingly agreed that the export of rice 
should be allowed up to the limit of 60,000 
piculs. 

5th May. 
MORTALITY AMONGST OFFICIALS IN YUNNAN. 


The climate of the border country in 
Yiinnan is so unhealthy that every two or 
three years the Throne is asked to confer 
posthumous honours on officers who have 
succumbed to its effects. A list is now 
furnished by the Viceroy of seventy-seven 
officials engaged in frontier defence work 
who during the: last two years have either 
fallen in battle or died from malarial fever, 
and sanction is requested for the bestowal of 
the usual tokens of respect to their memory. 


May 5—6.] 


HOMICIDES IN CHINESE TURKESTAN. 


The following two cases of homicide are 
reported by the Governor of Chinese Turk- 
estan. (1) Ha-yi and Ha-ssii-mo were two 
Mahometans living on friendly terms in the 
department of K‘u-ch‘8. One day about 
two years ago, Ha-ssii-mo went across to 
Ha-yi’s house after early breakfast to have 
a talk, when he proposed to the other to 
while away the time by gambling. The 
two men accordingly sat down together and 
played at dice until Ha-ssii-mo lost all the 
money he possessed. He then took off his 
clothing and pledged it to Ha-yi for four 
mace which he lost also, and afterwards 
demanded a loan of money to enable him 
to continue gambling. This having been 
refused, he lost his temper and began 
abusing his companion and in the scuffle 
which ensued Ha-yi was killed. In 
order to obliterate all traces of the 
crime, Ha-ssii-mo put the corpse in a 
bag and concealed it until nightfall when 
he removed it secretly on horseback and 
threw it into a pond, covering it over 
with reeds. Here it was discovered by the 
brother of the deceased on whose report 
the murderer was arrested, convicted and 
condemned to strangulation after the usual 
period of incarceration. 

(2) A Mahometan named Mai-mai-ti 
lived near Hami, and a neighbouring farmer 
had a servant known as the younger Chang. 
One day last year Chang was grinding 
corn at the mill with a horse and towards 
dusk the animal was let loose and wandered 
into a field belonging to Mai-mai-ti, where 
he destroyed some grain. Mai-mai-ti im- 
pounded the horse and when Chang went 
to demand its release a stormy interview 
occurred which ended in Chang’s receiving 
a fatal kick in the abdomen from the effec's 
of which he died a few days later. Under 
the law relating to homicide, Mai-mai-ti has 
been sentenced to strangulation, and as 
Chang is dead no notice need be taken of 
his carelessness in allowing the animal to 
astray into his neighbour’s crops. 


DEATH OF AN OFFICER ON THE BURMESE 
FRONTIER. 

For some time past the Viceroy of Yiin- 
nan has been engaged in bringing under 
administrative rule a large district known 
as the Lo-hei country in the south-western 
corner of Yiinnan. One of the officers who 
took the most active part in reducing the 
country and bringing it under settled 
administration was a prefect named Wang 
Sé-kao, who has recently succumbed to the 
deadly effects of the climate. In soliciting 
posthumous honours on his behalf, the 
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Viceroy dwells on the worth of his services 
and the great courage which he showed in 
facing a deadly climate during his long 
career. 


6th May. 


LIST OF OFFICERS WHO ARE TO RECEIVE RE- 
WARLS FOR SERVICES IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE REPAIR OF THE BREACH 

IN THE YELLOW RIVER. 


A Decree. We are in receipt of a series 
of memorials from Wu Ta-ch‘éng, and Ni 
Wén-wei recommending a number of civil 
and military officers for various forms of 
promotion and reward in recognition of the 
services they rendered in connection with 
the closing of the breach in the Yellow 
River. These services which extended 
over a long period of time and were per- 
formed with the utmost cheerfulness and 
enthusiasm fully entitle those concerned to 
special consideration, and We order that 
lists containing the names of 682 civil and 
120 military otticials be handed to the Board 
for such observations as they may see fit to 
make. We also take this opportunity of 
recording our appreciation of the services 
rendered by ‘the high executive authorities 
of other provinces whose prompt remit- 
tances of funds contributed very materially 
to the speedy completion of the work. 

As regards Ch‘én Pao-chén, a Judicial 
Commissioner who was previously re- 
moved from office, he was not only late 
in arriving at his post but asked leave 
shortly after he assumed it. We cannot 
therefore sanction the application for the 
restoration of his former honours, 


SUBSCRIPTIONS RAISED BY SALE OF OFFICIAL 
RANK IN FUKIEN FOR REPAIR OF 
YELLOW RIVER. 


As previous Gazettes have frequently 
mentioned, the sale of official rank was 
authorised for one year as a means of 
raising money for the repair of. the breach 
in the Yellow River. The Viceroy at Foo- 
chow now reports that the amount realised 
from this source during the past year in 
Fukien is Tls. 18,463.7 which represents 
payments made by 65 persons who have 
purchased various degrees of official rank. 


APPLICATION FOR RETENTION OF OFVICERS 
AT FOOCHOW. 

The new Viceroy at Foochow applies for 
permission to retain the services of three 
officers of whom he has had previous 
experience. 

Tai Ming-shan is a Hunan man who 
entered the army in 1857 and has since 
covered himself with glory in a hundred 
engagements. - He was the first to storm 


the ramparts at Nanking in 1864 for which 
he received substantive promotion. He 
served previously under the memorialist 
in Hunan and accompanied him thence to 
Foochow. Yang Ch‘un-lan, a native of 
Hunan, after a long and varied career 
in the army, accompanied Yang Ch‘ang- 
chiin to Turkestan in 1878 to assist him 
in re-organising the province after the 
war. He came with a relieving force 
to Foochow during the French troubles 
and has since had a very active career. 
The third, Chang Ting-t‘ai is also a 
Hunan man who has risen by his own 
merit from a subordinate position in the 
army to the rank of Colonel, which he now 
holds. The services of all three are 
urgently required at Foochow and the 
Viceroy hopes that he will be allowed to 
continue to avail himself of them. 


7th May. 


APPROVAL OF PRINCE CH‘UN’S SERVICES AS 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE PEKING 
FOREIGN DRILLED TROOPS. DECREE 

BY H.M. THE EMPRESS DOWAGER. 

On the occasion of our visit to Wan 
Shou Shan, We witnessed a teview of the 
military and naval contingents of the 
Peking Foreign drilled troops. The pre- 
cision of their movements and the regularity 
of their volley firing reflect the greatest 
credit upon Prince Ch‘un, whose careful 
instruction extending over so many years 
has produced such excellent results. We 
command the Imperial Clan Court to deter- 
mine:on 4 suitable reward as a recognition 
of the Prince’s services. 


REWARDS TO PRINCE CH‘ING AND OTHER 
COMMANDERS OF THE PEKING FOREIGN 
DRILLED TROOPS. 

In a second decree on the same subject 
the Empress again expresses her extreme 
satisfaction with the results of the review, 
and directs the Imperial Clan Court to 
decide upon a fitting reward for Prince 
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Ch‘ing, the second incommand. The Board . 


of Admiralty are also to confer rewards on 
Té Fu, Cha-la-féng-a, Hsi Ching and other 
officers of the same force, while Her Majesty 
has allotted a sum of Tls. 5,000 to be dis- 
tributed amongst the soldiers as a mark of 
her appreciation of their conduct and an 
encouragement to future exertions. 


MOVEMENTS OF HIGH OFFICIALS IN SHANSI. 
Kang-yi, the Governor of Shansi, was 
recently transferred to the Governorship 
of Kiangsu, the Governor of the latter 
province, Wei Yung-kuang, replacing him 
in Shansi. Kang-yi now proposes to come 
to Peking for audience, without awaiting the 
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arrival of his successor who has obtained 

leave of absence, and asks permission to 

hand over charge to the Lieutenant- 

Governor Yii Shan.—Sanctioned by Rescript. 
8th May. 


DEATH OF THE DEPUTY LIEUTENANT-GENERAL 
AI NING-HSIA. 


The Tartar General at Ning-hsia reports 
the circumstances attending the death of 
his immediate subordinate Ch‘ang-hsing-a. 
The deceased, who was 57 years of age, 
lately applied for temporary leave of absence 
on grounds of ill health, and the memorialist 
on going to visit him found his personal 
appearance greatly changed. He suffered 
from great difticulty of breathing and was 
evidently fast approaching his end. The 
only member of is family living with him 
was a daughter and all the preparations cun- 
nected with his obsequies were performed by 
strangers. The deceased was one of the most 
brilliant commanders in the Empire and 
had risen by sheer merit from the ranks. 
In him the memorialist has lost his right 
hand man aud his country a soldier whuse 
body covered with wounds received in 
many a battle field attested his daring 
prowess. His remains are to be escorted tu 
his native place near the Amoor and ina 
Decree already published, orders were 
given for the bestowal of appropriate hon- 
ours to his memory. 

9th May. 
ROBBERY OF AN OFFICIAL SEAL. 


During the absence of Prince Po who 
was attending upon the Emperor at Wan 
Shou Shan the seal of the Commandant 
of the Plain White Banner Corps was stolen 
on the night of the 22nd April last. Accord- 
ing to the report furnished by the officer in 
whose custody it was at the time, a hole 
was made in the wall of the room and the 
box in which it was kept was forcibly opened 
by robbers who carried off the contents. 
Before the Prince returned, the Lieutenant- 
General of the Banner had already reported 
the circumstances to the Throne and orders 
had been issued to all the detective depart- 
ments in Peking to take measures for the 
apprehension of the criminals. The Prince 
and all the higher officers of the force are 
to receive such penalties as the Board may 
decide upon and the seal of the Mongol 
Lieutenant of the Banner is to be employed 
in the transaction of business until a new 
one can be issued by the Board of Rites. 

10th May. 
YELLOW RIVER IN SHANTUNG. 

The Governor of Shantung reports that 
the banks of the Yellow River in Shantung 
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stand in urgent need of repairs and asks 
that he may be supplied with funds to en- 
able him to carry out the work. The pre- 
sent course of the Yellow River in Shantung 
was, he explains, in former days a great 
waterway for the carriage of salt and both 
of its banks are thickly dotted with towns 
and villages. On the southern side the 
embankment is some four or five li from 
the river and the intervening space 
is covered with villages which are fre- 
quently submerged by the water. The 
peuple are naturally reluctant to remove 
from the ground on which they have 
been long settled, but nearly every year 
they have been dependent upun charity for 
subsistence, and it is evident that such a 
system cannot be indetinitely prolonged. 
After carefully considering the question 
with his executive council, he has deter- 
mined upon the removal of the people from 
all the districts which are liable tu flouding. 
This will involve the transfer to a mure 
favourable locality of 30,000 families to 
each of which he proposes tu give Tis. 10 
by way of compensation, exclusive of a 
considerable number who have sufficient 
meaus to effect their own removal. Two 
years ago the Governor proposed that 
the work of resturing the embankments 
in Shantung which, it appears, are scarcely 
a third of the dimensions of thuse in 
Honan, should be spread over a number 
of years, and estimated the expenditure at 
Tis. 770,000. The Board to whose cunsi- 
deration the question was referred pleaded 
wantof urgency, and as vast sums were being 
spent at the moment on the works going 
on at Chéng Chou the memorialist did not 
venture to trouble the Throne with a fur- 
ther appeal. Having regard however to the 
present state of the river in Shantung, he 
cannot admit that any further delay sl.ould 
be allowed, and as the Board of Revenue 
would not probably be in a position to 
meet such a large demand, he can only ask 
that the funds contributed by the various 
provinces fur the repairs at Chéng Chou 
should be devoted for use in Shantung. 
—Referred to the Board concerned for its 
immediate consideration. 


MISDOINGS OF A TELEGRAPH CLERK. 


The Viceroy Li states that the extension 
of the telegraph system all over the Empire 
has necessitated the employment of a nu- 
merous staff of clerks whose merits and 
faults ought to be duly noticed in the in- 
terests of au important branch of the public 
service. At Chefvo there is a clerk named 
Chou Ch‘uan-chien whose doings have 
brought the office into great disrepute and 
have become the common talk of the place. 
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| naval officer in command at the spot. 


He has heen denounced by the Director 
General of Telegraphs, the Taotai Shéng: 
Hsiian-huai, and the' Viceroy now asks 
that he should be stripped of his official 
position in order that he may be placed 
upon his trial and punished for his offenceés.: 
CUSTOMS DUTIES AT SHA HU K‘oU, 


The Superintendent of Customs at Sha 
Hu K‘ou reports that the receipts of the 
oftice during the year of his incumbency 
amounted to Tis. 43,542.1.3 and that after 
paying all expenses, a balance of Ts. 
15,679.2.7.7 was remitted to the Board of 
Revenue. 

11th May. 
GUARD BOATS ON THE WEST RIVER OF 
CANTON. 

Wu-chou Fu, says the Governor of 
Kuangsi, is the centre of an important 
system of rivers. Up stream there is com- 
munication with Nan-ning and Liu-chou Fu, 
in the opposite direction is the route to 
Canton, and at the side comes in the branch 
from Kuei-lin. These wide waters are 
thronged with trading vessels, and their 
vast extent affords concealment to lurking 
pirates. In addition therefore to the cruisers 
belonging to the ‘Government, the mer- 
chants of Wu-chou were formerly in the 
habit .-f providing a fleet of ten guard-boats 
which they pissed under the orders oe 

is 
they did of their own free will in the in- 
terest of their trade, defraying the expenses 
by a rate on all goods brought to Wu-chou 
fur sale. After a time the system was blem- 
ished by faults, which it would have been 
well tocorrect. But instead of this, the late 
Governor Li Ping-heng did away with the 
boats altogether, saying that their duties 
could be performed by the government 
cruisers ; and he spoke of the abolition of 
the rate as the removal of an extra charge 
levied by the Wu-chou Customs. e 
acted, however, somewhat over hastily, and 
did not take into consideration either the 
fact that the dues were contributed by the 
merchants for their own protection, or that 
the government forces at hand might not 
be ‘sufficient for the complete protection 
of trade. 

The present memorialist after his arrival 
in Kuangsi found that traders were suffer- 
ing from a feeling of insecurity and that 
want of funds prevented him from increas- 
ing the imperial navy. He could therefore 
do no more than urge the officers to do 
their utmost in exercising surveillance over 
the river. Afterwards the naval commander 
at Wu-chou.represented that complete pro- 
tection of trade was beyond the powers of 
his flotilla, as so many of the buats were 





engaged in guarding the various likin 
offices. or in escorting treasure and gov- 
ernment stores. In the performance of 
the latter duty they constantly had to 
make the voyage to Nan-ning, a distance, 
going and returning, of more than a thou- 
sand li. He therefore suggested that the 
merchants should be allowed to resume 
the system of providing a force of guard- 
boats for themselves. The memorialist took 
the precaution of finding out, through the 
Prefect at Wu-chou, what really was the 
popular wish. He was assured in reply 
that the merchants were most desirous of 
restoring the guard-buats, and they would 
be particularly pleased if a former Prefect 
at Wu-chou named Ho Yao-chang were 
entrusted with the collection of the dues, 
as he was well-known to the merchants 
and like most of them was a Canton man. 
The memorialist has therefore re-instituted 
the old system, placing it under the charge 
of Ho Yao-chang. He has given orders 
that the strictest economy must be practis- 
ed in the administration of the fund. Ifa 
surplus be collected in any unusually pros- 

rous years, it must carefully be retained 


a 


‘or use at future times when the receipts 


may be less.— Approved. 
12th May. 
EMPEROR PRAYS FOR RAIN. 

The Emperor announces that on the 15th 
instant he will proceed to the Temple 
known as the Ta-kao T‘ien and offer prayers 
for rain, which is now much needed in the 
country round Peking. 

DEATH OF TUKAR, TARTAR GENERAL. 

The military authorities at Ulixsutai re- 
port the death of Tukar, Tartar General at 
that city, who expired on the 7th of last 
month. His last thoughts and words were 
entirely concerned with his official duties 
and the Empevor’s goodness towards him, 
to the complete exclusion of his private 
affairs.. On the following day hymns were 
chanted according to the Mongol custom 
by a number of Lama priests, and three 
days later his body was placed in a coftin 
by his friends. His last address to the 
Emperor was handed in a sealed cover to 
the memorialists for safe transmission to 
its destination. The deceased was not only 
an officer of distinguished loyalty and ability, 
but his personal qualities caused him to be 
most deeply regretted by the soldiers and 
people among whom he had passed the last 
ten years. His military career was a long 
one, dating back to the second year of Hsien 
Feng (1852). In the course of his campaigns 
he traversed as many as twelve provinces, 
beginning in the valley of the Yangtze and 
ending in the far North-west. The bravery 
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which he displayed in the open tield, or in 
attacks upon fortified towns, won for him the 
title of ‘ Batura’ ; and a thumb ring and other 
articles were bestowed him by the Finperor 
in recognition of his valour. As Lieutenant 
Governor first of the Chahar country and 
afterwards at Ning-hsia, he was knuwn by 

, the careand success with which hedrilled and 
disciplined his troops; and in his final post 
on the extreme frontier of the Empire, by 
the repression of brigandage, he gave en- 
during peace to the Mongol tribes. From 
first to last he took part in two hundred 
and fifteen fights, killed as many as three 
hundred and eight rebels, and captured 
eighty-two weapons of war. During the 
whole of his thirty-eight years of service he 
was known for his purity, earnestness and 
sincerity. Suffering from his wounds and 
diseases for the last two years, he still gave 
his attention to his duties, till the last 
attack carried him off suddenly. His eldest 
son, the assistant administrator of Hurun 
Pir, was with him on a visit at the time; 
and so was his second son, a lad of fifteen, 
who was living and studying in his quarters. 
The latter is left in a state of poverty. The 
military secretaries will assist the family in 
making necessary arrangements, and the 
remaius will be sent home in the charge of 
an officer. In accordance with the deceased’s 
instructions the senior memorialist will 
administer the Government till some one 
be appointed by His Majesty—Decree issued 
previvusly. 


GRAIN TRIBUTE FROM HUNAN. 
During last year thirty thousand piculs 
of rice were purchased and sent to Peking 
as grain tribute from Hunan. It had been 
intended to forward it by the Grand 
Canal’; but, that being impossible on ac- 
count of the divergence of the Yellow River, 
the sea route was chosen instead. As strict 
economy was shown in making the pur- 
chases and the full amount was received at 
Peking in perfectly good condition, it is 
requested that the officers in charge of the 
work may receive some reward.— Referred 
to the Board of Civil Office. 
13th May. 


RELIEF MEASURES IN NORTHERN ANHUI. 

The Governor of Anhui gives a description 
of the measures undertaken for the relief 
of the distress in the northern part of the 
province caused by the invasion of that 
region by the wafers of the Yellow River. 
The Governor’s report is in continuation of 
an earlier one in which he has already dealt 
with the proceedings adopted iu the sum- 
mer of last year. Though many districts, 
he says, were preserved from harm by their 
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newly constructed embankments, still after 
the autumn freshets large tracts of country 
were inundated by the Huai, the Sst and 
other rivers, whose waters spread far and 
wide across the level plains. The ofticers 
of the Relief Board. visited the whole 
of the region between T'ai-ho on the 
Honan frontier and Feng-yang near the 
Hung-tse Lake. Where the distress was 
most severe, they determined to distribute 
charity during the autumn and winter ; 
where it was lighter, they arranged to in- 
stitute relief works. When the waters were 
at their greatest height, after the descent 
of the freshets, it was found necessary to 
build refuge mounds, and to construct rafts 
or boats to rescue the people who were in 
danger. As a pestilence raged among the 
refugees, temporary hospitals were devised, 
where the sick received medicines and 
nursing. The places in which pecuniary 
ail was given were nineteen townships in 
Fou-yang, tifty in T‘ai-ho, thirty-nine in 
Ying-shang, and fifty-one in Feng-t‘ai. 
In these localities no summer or autumn 
harvest had been gathered, the people 
were starving and even those of a higher 
class were cumpletely destitute. In all 
four hundred thousand and more per- 
sons were relieved, grown up people 
receiving 400 cash and children a smaller 
sum. Half of the money came from the 
ordinary revenue of the government and 
half from subsidiary funds. In the winter, 
as the price of corn had risen, it was 
thought better to buy grain of varivus 
kinds in other districts and distribute that 
instead of money. The number of recipients 
was some twenty thousand more than it had 
been in the autumn, as many wanderers 
heard of what was being dune, and return- 
ed to their homes to receive a share. 
In compassion fur poor scholars who might 
be ashamed to accept alins, special exami- 
nations were instituted, and support given 
to the competitors in the guise of prizes. 
In the districts where the calamity was 
less terrible, namely Shou Chou, Huai- 
yuan, Feng-yang, Ling-pi, and Wu ho, the 
people succeeded in getting through the 
autumn. But as they were in sore straits 
in the winter, the memorialist invited the 
aid of the well-known philanthropist, Mz. 
Yen Tso-lin of Kiangsu. This gentleman, 
who was just returning from similar work 
in Honan, kindly undertook to super- 
intend the relief operations in these dis- 
tricts, and brought with him large sums 
raised in Kiangsu and Chékiang. Under 
his supervision fifty-six thousand persons 
were cared for, without counting Huai- 
yuan, where some engineering works were 
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carried out and money given away in special 
cases where it was must required. Besides 
the money and fvod above mentioned; 
twenty-seven thousand articles of wadded 
clothing were distributed ; also a quantity 
of seed corn, in either the autumn or the 
spring, according to the nature of the local 
crops ; and arrangements were made for 
the preservation of agricultural cattle. The 
memorialist next describes the principal 
public works undertaken during the winter 
under the management, for the most part, 
of General Shu Ch‘ao-ju. These works, 
which consisted either of deepening river 
beds or ot building and repairing embank- 
ments, extended through a large number 
of districts and afforded a livelihood to 
thousands of peuple. The money expended 
in relief works and in direct charity amount- 
ed altogether tu a very large sum. It was 
furnished primarily from the grain tribute 
retained in the province with his Majesty’s 
sanction, and frum advances made by the 
provincial treasury. In addition a loan was 
received from the Shensi Government and 
contributions from officials and wealthy 
persons throughout the Empire, which 
coming in from time to time preserved 
the memorialist’s resources from exhaus- 
tion. The officials concerned in the 
work gave their most earnest efforts, 
and though the people have not recovered 
from their distress, still they were saved 
from starving and from being forced to 
leave their homes. As the River Huai 
becaine infested with pirates, a squadron of 
gun boats was moved up from the Yangtze, 
and with their aid the local forces were 
enabled to restore perfect safety. In the: 
lowest districts where the water has. lain 
longest on the land, no erops have been 
sown, aid support will still be needed by: 
the people. The Viceroy Tseng Kuo-chiian 
has provided a large sum for distribution ; 
and the memorialist will do his best to 
raise what further sums may be needed: 
either for this purpose or for the clearing 
out of the bed of streams and irrigation 
channels, which have become choked by 
the silt of the Yellow River water. 

There was some distress which required 
to be dealt with last year on account of 
drought in portions of Feng-yang Fu and 
Ying-chou Fu. Buta report on this will 
be furnished in a separate Memorial. 


14th May. 


TRIBUTE RICE FROM SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung reports the: 
departure of the boats carrying tribute rice 
frum these portions of Shantung in which: 
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the collection of the tax has not been tem- 
purarily remitted. The bvats set sail on 
the 29th of March. 
DEATH CAUSED BY. ILLEGAL FLOGGING. 
The Governor-General of Szechuan re- 
ports the trial of a magistrate who had 
been guilty of causing the death of a man 
by flogging him in an unlawful manner. 
The ofticial in question, who was the 
magistrate of Chien Chou, was a Shantung 
man, Wang Hasi-yung by name. He was 
a scholar and a graduate, and had received 
special promotion for the good services 
rendered by him three years ago in the con- 
struction of certain works to protect the 
country against the Yellow River. One day 
last year, a few months after he had been 
appointed to his post, a hired labourer 
went to the local market and bought two 
baskets of Indian corn. When going away 
he put a shirt and a purse on the top of 
the baskets. As he proceeded along a 
crowded thoroughfare some one stole these 
two articles without being perceived. As 
soon as he noticed the loss he repurted it 
to the local constable and to a soldier 
named Liu Tsai-en, who acted as street 
policeman. The latter at once suspected 
that a certain young vagabond, who was 
eonstantly pilfering things, must know 
something about the theft. He therefore 
ot hold of the fellow, and questioned 
im; and finding his suspicions to be 
correct, made him deliver up the property to 
its owner. The thief begged hard that he 
might not be taken before the authorities, 
beseeching and falling on his knees, The 
soldier therefore struck him a few blows 
on his head and bade him get out of the 
neighbourhood. The thief, however, de- 
termined to have his revenge. Next even- 
ing he went to the magistrate’s office and 
laid a complaint against the soldier. He 
said that he had been coming home to see 
his mother, when the soldier stopped him 
and took by force from him a shirt and a 
purse containing two thousand cash. The 
magistrate was much incensed by the story 
of such miscunduct on the part of a man 
acting as police officer, especially as the 
victim was a mere boy. He sent for the 
soldier and ordered him to restore what he 
had taken. The soldier told the truth of the 
case, but failed to convince the magistrate, 
who gave full credence to the unsupported 
story of thethief. The soldier got back the 
purse and shirt from their owner, but when 
ordered to produce the money too, he spoke 
out plainly and boldly. The magistrate in 
& rage made two of his lictors seize the 
man and flog him with whips formed of ox- 
-ainews, without counting the blows. Asa 
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severe beating inflicted on his arms and 
back failed to make the money forthcoming, 
the soldier was thrown iuto prison, where 
he died in the night from exhaustion. The 
magistrate reported the case as one of death 
from disease ; but the matter having been 
brought to the memorislist’s notice, a post 
,mortem examination was held, and it was 
found that the cause of the death was the 
infliction of too severe corporal punishment. 
The magistrate was therefore stripped 
of his rank and regularly tried, when 
the facts above narrated were cleatly 
proved. 

The memorialist then recounts the sen- 
tences that he has passed upon the different 
persons concerned in the affair. The thief 
is condemned to strangulation after impri- 
sonment, euch being the penalty laid down 
in the law for anyone who brings a false 
charge aguinst another, with the result that 
the accused dies under examination by 
scourging. The magistrate was guilty of 
causing the death of the soldier by flogging 
him in an illegal manner; as a whip of 
ox-sinews is a forbidden instrument, and 
the back and arins are parts of the 
body which are not allowed to be beaten. 
His sentence is therefore one hundred 
blows and three years’ banishment, as the 
law requires in ‘cases where the offending 
officer has acted on public grounds and has 
not been influenced by private motives. 
The two lictors, by whose instrumentality 
the fatal beating was inflicted, must be 
 sapiraalee one degree more lightly, namely 

y ninety blows and two years’ banishment. 
—Referred to the Board of Punishments. 


15th May. 
MARAUDING SOLDIERS BURNT TO DEATH. 


An Imperial Decree briefly notices a 
serious affair at Feng-hsien Hsien near 
Shanghai. An officer and party «-f soldiers 
belonging to the salt administration service 
attempted feloniously to carry off by 
force a quantity of salt lying outside 
the house of a sali-maker. The inhabi- 
tants of the place rese upon them in 
a fury and burnt them to death, four- 
teen lives in all being lost. The Emperor 
has no pity for the dead, who brought 
their fate upon their own heads. Never- 
theless, the lawless ferocity shown by the 
salt-makers must not be allowed to escape: 
punishment. The authorities are there- 
fore ordered to arrest forthwith the prin- 
cipal offenders. At the same time various 
penalties are inflicted on the local autho- 
rities, civil and military, one of the latter 

. being cashiered. 
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16th May. 
SHANTUNG FAMINE : GIFT BY EMPEROR. 


Of late years, says the Emperor, public 
funds toa largeamount have been frequently 
devoted to the relief of distress in Shan- 
tung. Quite recently a special appropria- 
tion was further made for the same pur- 
pose, on account of the exceptional severity 
of the famine now raging there. But Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager, fearing that 
this may prove insufficient, now desires 
the Emperor to bestow from the privy purse 
a sum of one hundred thousand taels, 
which will be distributed through the 
agency of the Governor’s staff. 


SHANTUNG FAMINE: LOAN FROM KIANGSU. 


The Governor at Soochow has received a 
telegram from Shéng Taotai at Chefoo, 
calling his attention to the terrible nature 
of the famine now prevailing in Ch‘ing-chou 
Fu, Li-ching and other places in the same 
region. The Governor finds that he has in 
his treasury a sum of Tls. 30,000, which 
ought to be remitted to the Shensi and 
Kansu Government. With the consent of 
the Viceroy Tséng he has arranged to post- 
pone the payment to Shensi, and send the 
money immediately to Chefoo as a loan to 
the Shantung Government, who will repay 
it in four years.— Approved. 


17th May. 
HORSES FROM ILI FOR THE EMPEROR. 


The Military Governor of Ili represents 
that he has received a communication from 
the officers in charge of the Imperial Sta- 
bles at Peking, concerning the supply of 
horses from Ili for the personal use of the 
Emperor. The officers say that they re- 
ceive eight horses yearly from the memo- 
rialist, but none now come from the 
Lieutenant Governor or the Generals, 
who are each of them bound to send a 
certain number annually. The Memorialist 

- finds that this is perfectly correct ; but his 
colleagues represent that, on account of the 
miserable state in which the neighbouring 
tribes are since the rebellion, it is very 
difficult to find suitable horses. It is there- 
fore requested that a year or two more may 
be allowed to elapse before they are required 
to send any.—Granted. 


18th May. 
FORGING OF AN OFFICIAL DESPATCH. 
The soldiers who weigh out and receive 
the bullion in the Board of Revenue hold 
lucrative appointments, the nominations to 
which are made by the General commanding 
the Banuer force in the capital. About two 
tnonths ago a despatch was received at the 
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Board of Revenue which purported to be 
written by a Prince who commands the 
Bordered Red Banner, and in which it was 
intimated that one of his soldiers was being 
sent to fill a vacancy as treasury keeper in 
the Board. The Board replied that they had 
made no application for the man’s services, 
and on enquiry it was found that the com- 
munication which bore the Prince’s seal was 
a counterfeit document. Further investiga- 
tion tended to show that several of the offi- 
cers of the Banner were implicated in the 
transaction and several of them have been 
handed over to the Board of Punishment for 
rigorous examination. The Prince himself, 
as well as his two immediate subordinates, 
are also held to be liable to penalties for 
not having taken due precautions before- 
hand to prevent such a glaring fraud. 
19th May. 
APPOINTMENT. 

Shén Chin-hsiang, a Taotai in Shansi, is 
appointed Judicial Commissioner of Hunan 
in place of Hsiieh Fu-ch‘éng, who goes as 
Chinese Minister to London. 


PROPOSED REFORMS IN SALT ADMINISTRATION 
AT CH‘AO CHOU FU. 

The salt administration at Ch‘ao-chou Fu 
receives every year 205,000 salt warrants 
from the Board of Revenue, which, when 
placed on the market, bring in a revenue 
of Tis. 126,400. The department is ad- 
ministered by a branch office of the 
Salt Commissioner in Canton, and for 
the last seventy years there has always 
been great difticulty in disposing of the 
requisite amount of salt, and extensions of 
the limited time allowed for the purpose 
have frequently been obtained. This has 


‘been more especially the case since the 


Taiping Rebellion, and in recent years not 
more than 73 per cent. of the fixed amount 
has been consumed. The local Salt Com- 
missioner is required to advance the funds 
for the preparation and transport of the 
salt, and as he is generally a man without 
private means he has no resource but to 
draw upon Government funds for the pur- 
pose. The result is that he gets into hope- 
less arrears with the Government, and in 
two recent cases of the kind the Prefect of 
Ch‘ao-chou Fu has been required to take 
over charge of the office and bring the 
finances into a state of order. At the same 
time the duties upon salt in Fukien have 
been reduced, and every effort has been 
made to improve the administration, 
but without bringing it up to its former 
state of efficiency. The Prefect has 
naturally his own territorial duties to per- 
form and it is not every person holding the 


office who would also possess a knowledge 
of the salt department. To revert to the 
former state of things and appoint a local 
Salt Commissioner would only be t» bring 
about a revival of the old abuses. In a 
circular issued to the provinces by the Board 
of Revenue regarding the economical use of 
present resources and the opening up of 
new sources of income, eulogistic reference 
was made to the salt administration of Ting 
Pao-chén in Szechuan, which was quoted as 
an example for imitation by the other pro- 
vinces. Acting upon this suggestion and 
upon hig own previous experience in deve- 
loping the revenue of an office in the Shao- 
ch‘ing prefecture, the Viceroy proposes to 
depute an agent of his own to take charge 
of the salt department at Ch‘ao-chou Fu. 
He will be under the control of the 
Salt Commissioner, and will receive Tls. 
60,000 a year as capital for carrying on 
the undertaking. An expectant Magistrate 
named Chou Fu-ch‘ang, who possesses the 
requisite qualifications and has had great 
experience of salt administration, has been 
selected for the post ; and, if circumstances 
nrove favourable, it is expected that he will 
be able greatly to augment the revenue, if 
not indeed to bring it up to the full amount 
of the annual assessment. In the latter 
case the annual increment would be no less 
than Tls. 34,000. 7 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE IRON INDUSTRY IN 
THE TWO KUANG. 

The Viceroy of Canton states that iron is 
the chief mineral production of the two pro- 
vinces withia his jurisdiction. And yet for 
many years past there has been an inmense 
consumption of foreign iron all over the 
country. 
considers it absolutely necessary that the 
native iron industry should be further 
developed, and with this object in view he 
has already procured the-abolition of inland 
duties on iron and the removal of the pro- 
hibition against its export. A commission 
which he appointed to investigate the whole 
subject in both provinces last year, reports 
that the great obstacle to the extensive 
production of native iron is the heavy duty 
levied upon furnaces. Of these there are 
three kinds: Government furnaces which 
pay each Tis. 53 a year to the Financial 
Commissioner ; local furnaces, which pay 
an annual fee of Tls. 5 to the Salt Commis- 
sioner; and unlicensed furnaces, which pay 
nothing at all. It is now proposed that all 
distinctions should be abolished, and for 
the period of three years no tax should be 
levied upon furnaces of any kind. This 
will only involve a diminution in the 
revenue.of something less than Ts. 2,000, 
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Under these circumstances he, 
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but the gain to the iron producers will be 
much larger than is represented by the 
above sum, for the exemption of the 
furnaces from all Government taxation will 
necessarily imply the discontinuance of 
the illegal fees which have hitherto been 
exacted, and which have proved the real 
hindrance to the development of the trade. 
A scheme is under consideration for the 
establishment of a Joint Stock Company 
to work the foundries with foreign machi- 
nery, and great results are expected 
from the adoption of foreign methods of 
smelting, which are now receiving careful 
attention. If only the native industry can 
be stimulated and the consumption of the 
foreign article gradually checked, all classes 
of the community will benefit by the change, 
and no regret need be. felt for the small 
sacrifice of revenue which it will for the 
present entail. The Viceroy’s views on the 
subject have received the cordial approval 
of the Governor of Kuanggi, and the me- 
morial is presented in their joint names, 
20th May. 
APPOINTMENT OF TAOTAI OF YUNG NING 
CIRCUIT IN SZECHUAN. 

Li Ching-hsi, the Intendant of the Yung 
Ning Circuit and nephew of the Viceroy 
Li, having retired into mourning, the 
Viceroy of Szechuan reports that he has 
selected Huang Yiin-ku, who is at present 
acting as Judicial Commissioner, to fill the 
vacant post. The new Taotai, who is a na- 
tive of Hupeh and 63 years of age, obtained 
the metropolitan degree in 1854, served for 
some time in one of the Boards, and 
was appointed Prefect of Ya-chou in 1868, 
whence he was transferred two years later 
to the prefecture of Chéng-tu Fu. His next 
advancement was to the post uf Taotai of the 
Chien Ch‘ang Circuit, where he has shown 
administrative abilities which make him 
eminently fitted for conducting the multi- 
farious duties of the post to which he has 
now been appointed. 

SACRIFICIAL UTENSILS AT THE WESTERN 

TOMBS. 

Chih-yiian, the officer in charge of the 
Western Mausvlea, reports having made a 
minute inspection of all the gold and silver 
vessels used for sacrificial purposes, which 
he found to agree with ‘the entries in the 
inventory left by his predecessor. A num- 
ber of sheep and oxen are being fattened 
for offerings at the graves, and every atten- 
tion is being bestowed upon them. 

21st May. 
PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 

Some weeks ago the Emperor and several 
members «f the Imperial family offered 
prayers for rain in certain temples in the 
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Imperial City, but as sufficient rain has 
not yet fallen and the land is in great need 
of refreshing showers the Emperor an- 
nounces his intention of again proceeding 
on the 25th of May to the Ta Kan Tien to 
renew his supplications, while the Princes 
Tsai Jung, and Tsai Shu and I Mo will 
repair on the same day to various other 
temples for the same purpose. 


CHARITABLE ORGANISATIONS IN PRKING. 


The Censors, who act as inspecting 
officers of the two charitable institutions 
in Peking known as the P‘u-chi T‘ang and 
the Kung-té Lin, submit a report of the 
work that was done during the past winter. 
The revenue of these establishments is 
derived from various sources, two items 
are 800 piculs of rice from the Imperial 
granaries and Tls. 2,000 from the .octroi 
duties at the Ha-ta Mén. During the six 
months or so that they were open, the 
P‘u-chi T‘ang fed daily 129,039 destitute 
people, and the Kung-té Lin 103,634, each 
person receiving 7 ho of rice twice a day. 
All of these, with the exception of eighty- 
five special cases who remain in the former 
establishment, have been sent away and 
the soup kitchens have been closed fur the 
‘summer, as the price of grain has now 
fallen and there is abundance of work for 
the poor people in the fields. 

TOUR OF INSPECTION BY THE IMPERIAL AGENT 
AT HSI-NING. 

Salinga, the Imperial Agent at Hsi-ning, 
reports a tour of inspection which he sais 
along the borders of his jurisdiction, and a 
consultation which he had with the Viceroy 
at the capital of Kansu. The country in 
the neighbourhood of Hsiin-hua in the 
jurisdiction of Hsi-ning is inhabited by 
mixed tribes of aborigines, and from its 
rugged and mountainous nature and its 
proximity to Ko-ko-nor it has long formed 
the hiding place of brigands, who take 
every opportunity of carrying off the flocks 
and herds of the Chinese population. The 
late Viceroy T‘an Chung-lin stationed 
guards at all the more important pointsof the 
country, and since then a certain amount 
of respect for the laws has been shown by 
the aborigines, but their nature being rest- 
less and fitful it is important that the 
prestige of the Imperial authority should be 
maintained amongst them. On the 11th of 
April last the memorialist started on a tour 
of inspection of the garrison stations pro- 
ceeding through Pa Yenjung, Hsiin-hua 
and He-chou, and inculcated strongly on all 
the troops the importance of preserving 
order ‘amongst the aboriginal population 
and preventing either brigandage or cattle 
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lifting. On his return journey he visited 
the Viceroy at Lan-chou Fu. During his 
absence the current business of his office 
was transacted by Fang Ting-ming, the 
Taotai of Hsi-ning, but more important 
matters were referred to him at the various 
stages of his journey. 


22nd May. 
RISING IN CHEKIANG ORGANISED BY A 
BUDDHIST PRIEST. 


The most disturbed portion of the pro- 
vince of Chékiang embraces some districts 
within the prefecture of Hangchow, which 
border upon Kiangsu and Anhui. The con- 
figuration of the country, which is inter- 
sected by streams and covered with dense 
jungle, affords a safe retreat for bands of 
robbers, whose doings have caused much 
trouble to the authorities. Some two 
months ago a number of depredators, 
headed by a strolling Buddhist priest, made 
their appearance in the Lin-an district, and 
having procured a supply of arms, engaged 
in preparations for an _ insurrectionary 
movement. The military authorities, hav- 
ing obtained secret information of their 
intentions, moved troops against them, 
and a battle ensued in which the priest 
at the head of his men, who were armed 
with foreign muskets, made an obstinate 
stand against the opposing force, but 
was obliged in the end to seek safet; 
in flight. He and a number of his fol- 
lowers were subsequently captured and 
in their possession were found an vath of 
allegiance to the cause woven on a piece of 
red silk, false seals, and other formal 
emblems of authority. The priest’s evi- 
dence, as given at his trial, was to the 
following effect. He was thirty-three yeara 
of age, a native of Anhui, and had neither 
father nor mother alive. Being without 
family incumbrances, he came to Chékiang 
asa pedlar in medicines, lost his capital, 
and took to a roving life. He and twelve 
other men whom he met in his travels 
formed themselves into a sworn brother- 
hood under the style of the ‘* Loyal and 
Patriotic League,” of which he was to form 
the Head. Each member was to invite his 
friends to join the cause, “and an entrance — 
fee of $1 was levied to provide for the 
working expenses. Their motto was: 
‘Help the poor and despoil the rich, 
join heart and hand and play the part 
of valiant men,” Being afraid of appre- 
hension by the authorities. who were keep- 
ing a sharp look out for him, he aban- 
doned the Society for a time, shaved his 
head, and becam2 a priest. The abbot of 
the tewple which he joined being ignorant 


of his antecedents kept him for a few days, 
and then sent him on a begging mission to 
procure funds for the restoration of the 
temple. Before leaving, the abbot gave 
him $10 tocover his expenses on the way ; 
but as soon as he got to the foot of the hill 
on which the temple was situated. he gave 
up all thoughts of returning and proceed- 
ed to juin his former companions. Their 
number however, was too small to organise 
a successful rising, and to give the move- 
ment & more important character, he pur- 
chased for himselfan embroidered theatrical 
costume, and procured false seals, banners, 
and other devices by which he worked upon 
the imaginations of the simple rustics. In 
the end he was captured after a severe 
struggle by the Imperial troops. He has 
been summarily decapitated under the 
regulations promulgated fur the punishment 
of local brigands, and as a warning to others 
his head will be exposed in the district 
which was the scene of his offences. A 
number of his confederates have been 
similarly dealt with, and the officers who 
have effected their arrest have been recom- 
mended to the Throne for the bestowal of 
fitting rewards. 


23rd May. 


CASE OF ADULTERY AND MURDER IN 
TURKESTAN. 


To judge from the reports published in 
the Gazette the Muhammedan pupulation 
of Turkestan is the most criminal in the 
Empire. The following case which is a 
typical one, is reported by the Governor. 
Mai-mai-jé-i-mu, a Mohammedan resident 
in Yarkand, was on very intimate terms 
with a co-religonist of the name of Mai- 
hei-ya-ssti who was in the habit of coming 
to his house and frequently seeing on such 
occasions his wife, Su-t‘ang-pi-pi. Coming 
one day as usual to the house and finding 
his friend absent, he sat down alone with 
the woman, chaffed her about her good 
looks, and ended by seducing her. Criminal 
intercourse took place subsequently as often 
as the pair could find their opportunity. 
The last time the offence was com- 
mitted was about two years ago when he 
induced the woman to leave her home and 
spend the night with him in an out-house 
attached to her father’s residence. The 
husband, missing his wife, went to the 
latter place to make enquiries, and seeing 
as he passed the door of the out-house 
unlocked, he gave it a push to effect an en- 
trance. The woman, thinking that a robber 
was about, picked up a stick, and gave the 
man a blow on the head, but immediately 
desisted when she discovered that it was 
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her husband. The latter attempted to 
arrest the paramour, and in the struggle 
which ensued was killed by a blow of a 
hatchet in the presence of his wife, who did 
nothing to assist him. It turned out that 
the woman’s father and mother were totally 
ignorant of her presence, and after the 
event their behaviour was proper under 
the circumstances. The criminal is to be 
decapitated after the usual period of incar- 
ceration and the woman will be strangled 
after the Autumn Assizes. The weapon with 
which the murder was committed is to be 
destroyed, and orders have been given for 
the interment of the body. 


RESULTS OF THE PALACE EXAMINATION. 

Optimaus.—Chang Chien-hsiin, a native 
of Kuangsi. 

Secundus.—Li Shéng-to, a native of 
Kiangsi. 

Tertius.—Liu Shih-an, a member of the 
Banner Colony at Canton. 

Quurtus.—Tu Pén-ch‘ung, a native of 
Hunan. 


24th May. 


FUNDS RAISED IN TURKESTAN BY SALE OF 
OFFICIAL RANK FOR REPAIR OF 
YELLOW RIVER, 


The Governor of Turkestan reports that 
during the last five months of the last 
Chiuese year thirty-eight official titles and 
positions were sold in his province realising 
a sum of Tls. 8,969, which is being detained 
in the Treasury pending the receipt of the 
Board's instructions as to its disposal. The 
return for the preceding seven months of 
the year has been already published. 

May 25th. 
TRIBUTE FROM KUNJUT. 

The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
reports that the Taotai at Kashgar 
has received one and a _ half ounces 
of gold dust, forming the annual tribute 
offered by the chief of the Mahommedan 
State of Kunjut, which is to the south of 
Sarikol. In return, the chief has been 
presented according to custom with two 
large rolls of satin. The gold dust will be 
forwarded to the Comptroller of the Im- 
perial Household, who will deliver it to 
His Majesty. 

LIU CHIN-T'ANG TAKES LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Liu Chin-t‘ang, Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan, has obtained leave of absence 
in order that he may return home to visit 
his grandmother. On the 26th of March 
he gave over charge of his office to the 
Grand Treasurer of the Province, Wei 
Kuang-tar, who has been ordered to 
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replace him while heisaway. On the same 
day he commenced his journey. 
EXPORT OF GRAIN FROM SHENG-CHING. 


In consequence of the severe famine 
caused last year by floods in the south east 
of the Province of Sheng-ching, the local 
government obtained the Emperor’s per- 
mission to prevent the exportation of grain 
till next summer. Recently the Viceroy 
of Chihli Li Hung-chang represented to the 
Emperor that there was plenty of corn and 
no distress in Chin-chou Fu and other 
places in the West of Sheng-ching. He 
therefore'prayed that the prohibition might 
be withdrawn so far as to allow grain from 
Chin-chou and its neighbourhood to be ex- 
ported to Chihli, where there was much 
distress caused by the high price of food. 
His proposition was submitted to the 
Sheng-ching government, whose reply 
is published in the Gazette. It states 
that the suffering has been so severe 
in south-east Sheng-ching that the 
people have only been kept alive by the 
establishment of soup-kitchens and the 
distribution of relief. The harvest in the 
western districts of Chin-chou and Ch‘ang- 
t‘u was but a poor one, and the stocks there 
were not large. It was therefore necessary 
to retain the corn in the province, in order 
to prevent the hardships which would have 
resulted from a great rise in its price. 
Recently, however, the memorialists con- 
sented that the Shantung Government 
should purchase for relief purposes fifty or 
sixty thousand piculs of grain at Chin-chou. 
The Viceroy Li Hung-chang’s proposal has 
now caused them to give fresh consideration 
to the subject. They find that in the dis- 
tricts outside the province but bordering 
on Chin-chou, the crops were somewhat 
better than elsewhere, and some of the 
grain from them has been accumulated in 
that place. As they are aware of the 
importance of attending to the wants of 
the metropolitan province, they propose to 
allow the export of grain from Chin-chou 
to Chihli under permits stamped by the 
Superintendents of Customs. The same 
will apply to trade with Shantung. There 
will be no alterations in the prohibition as 
regards Ch‘ang-t‘u, where the corn will be 
retained in order that there may be supplies 
at hand for the distribution of relief by 
the Government. By the end of the sum- 
mer they hope that circumstances will per- 
mit trade to be carried on as usual.— 
Approved. i ; 


GRADUATES RECEIVED BY THE EMPEROR. 


nese month, the recently elected Metropo- 
litan Graduates, or Chin-shih, shall have 
the honour of being presented to ifis Ma- 
jesty. 

FEEDING THE POOR AT TUNG-CIOW. 


In consequence of representations made 
to him the Emperor directs that the soup- 
kitchens at Tung-chow shall be kept open 
for a longer period instead of being closed 
as is customary during the present month. 
In order that this may be done, he orders 
a thousand more piculs of rice to be deli- 
vered to the officers in charge of the 


kitchens. 
May 27th. 
"HOUSE-BREAKING IN ANHUI. 


The Governor of Anhui reports the trial 
of three men who were concerned in a 
robbery in Ssu Chou the summer before 
last. Being in want they and six others 
agreed to attack the house of a widow lady 
living in the country close by and known 
to be a wealthy person. They set out 
together one evening, some armed, some 
carrying torches, and some empty handed. 
Halfway one of the party was afraid to go 
on, and was therefore ordered to wait 
by the roadside till the rest returned. 
They reached the house soon after 
nightfall, and finding the door open, 
rushed in. The lady’s son, who was 
sleeping on the threshing floor outside, 
came to the rescne, but was shot dead by 
one of the gang. Having plundered the 
premises, the robbers departed, carrying off 
a quantity of clothing and some cattle. 
They picked up the man by the way side, 
and went together to a quiet place where 
the booty was given to the leader of the 
party in order that he might dispose of it 
and divide the proceeds among them. Three 
of the men were afterwards arrested, 
namely the person who fired the fatal shot, 
another robber, and the one who was left 
by the roadside. The two first are both 
condemned to be executed immediately and 
to have their heads exposed, as by a recent 
law all are held equally guilty, where any 
of the party carries a foreign firearm. The 
third man is only liable to a hundred blows 
for his share in the affair ; but he is further 
wanted for another robbery case, in which 
if appears that he took an active part.-— 
Referred to the Board of Punishments. 


May 28th. x 


IMPERIAL RECORDS DUSTED AND AIRED. 


The President of the Grand Council pre- 
sents a memorial stating that by standing 


A Decree directs that on the four days | instructions every alternate year the Annals 
rom the 7th,to the 10th of the next Chi- | and the Genealogical Records of the 
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Emperors should be brought out for the pur- 
pose of being dusted and aired, under the 
superintendence of two Manchu and two 
Chinese Officers of high rank. As the pre- 
sent year is one in which the duty should 
be performed, the memorialist has the 
honour to submit a list giving the names of 
the officers available, from whom His Ma- 
jesty is requested to select the requisite 
number. 


MARAUDING SOLDIERS BURNT TO DEATH. 


Last month the Governor of Kiangsu 
was informed by the Magistrate of Feng- 
hsien Hsien that a band of fourteen robbers 
had attempted to carry off by force a quan- 
tity of salt belonging to a manufacturer at 
a village called Hung-miao, and had been 
captured by the people of the place and 
burnt to death. Shortly afterwards a 
military mandarin reported to him that an 
officer and a party of soldiers in the pre- 
ventive service had been attacked while in 
the discharge of their duty by the people of 
Hung-miao, and the whole number of them 
killed. By the Governor’s orders an official 
investigation was at once held, and at the 
same time secret enquiries were made 
through private agents, with the result that 
the story given by the Magistrate of Feng- 
hsien was generally confirmed. A certain 
number of the Hung-miao villagers were 
brought to Soochow as prisoners or wit- 
nesses. One of the latter deposed that a 
number of men attempted during the night 
to rob the house of his nephew, and failing 
to effect an entrance proceded to carry off a 
quantity of salt lying outside the door. The 
alarm was given, and gongs were beaten. The 
villagers rushed out from their houses and 
attempted toarrest the robbers, whofiredand 
wounded some of them. The robbers were 
surrounded and seized by the infuriated 
people, who carried them and their boat 
to an empty piece of ground and burnt 
them and it altogether. The remains were 
afterwards thrown into the sea in order to 
hide all traces of what had occurred. It 
was further deposed that the marauders 
were not in uniform and were not known 
to be soldiers. Two men who were brought 
upas prisoners, acknowledged that they were 
present at the time, but they averred that 
they took no part in the affair and could 
not say how many did. The memorialist 
does not believe that the soldiers attacked 
a house as alleged; but there is’ over- 
whelming evidence to the effect that they 
were trying to carry off the salt outside ; 
and as the locality was actually a place of 
salt manufacture, they could not have 
seized the stuff as smuggled. He therefore 


Google 


considers that they brought their fate upon 
themselves ; but he thinks that an example 
should be made of the villagers who played 
a leading part in the tragedy, both because 
of their savage conduct and because they 
took the law into their own hands instead 
of sending their prisoners to the authorities. 
—(For Decree see Gazette of 15th May.) 
FUNDS FOR MINING IN YUNNAN. 
T‘ang Ch‘iung acknowledges the receipt 
of Taels ten thousand from the government 
of Kiangsi. This sum forms the third 
instalment of the subsidy furnished by that 


. province to provide capital for the copper 


mines in Yiinnan. 
CONDITION OF YELLOW RIVER IN HONAN. 


The Inspector General Wu Ta-ch‘éng 
reports that the season of the spring fresh- 
ets, between the 6th and the 26th April, 
has passed by without harm. This period, 
though a time of less danger than the sum- 
mer and autumn freshets, is still always a 
cause of anxiety, In places it has been 
found necessary to renew or to add to the 
fascines on the river front ; and in the new 
embankment at the great breach there were 
spots where the earth showed signs of sink- 
ing. These have been carefully attended 
to. Materials are now being got together 
so that they may be in readiness, when the 
summer floods come down. 


COST OF REPAIRS AT BREACH IN YELLOW 
: RIVER. 

Wu Ta-ch‘éng mentions that the funds 
appropriated for the repair of the Yellow 
River embankment at Chéng Chou amount- 
ed altogether to twelve million taels. The 
greater part of this money was provided 
and forwarded to Honan by the govern- 
ments of other provinces under orders from 
Peking. The memorialist considers that 
the successful closing of the breach was in 
great measure due to the rapidity and re- 
gularity with which the funds were set 
apart and transmitted by the officers of the 
various provincial governments, and he 
therefore begs to be allowed to recommend 
these officers for rewards. 

The memorialist also calls attention to 
the meritorious conduct of an officer named 
Huang Lii-chung. While the repairs were 
going on, immense sums in cash were re- 
quired for daily payments to labourers and 
others at the works. The private banks in 
the neighbourhoood were unable to provide 
the necessary copper currency in exchange 
for the silver presented to them by the 
government. Indeed, if only as much as 
ten thousand taels were brought to be 
changed, the price of silver dropped greatly. 
It was therefore determined t institute an 
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official exchange office, which would bring 
in supplies of copper from other parts of the 
Empire. As manager of the establishment 
it was necessary to find an officer who pos- 
sessed unusual skill in accounts, combined 
with the most scrupulous probity. Huang 
Lii-chung, who was in retirement at the 
time on account of mourning, was known 
to possess the desired qualities, and was 
therefore selected and sent for. His 
Management was most successful, and he 
may be considered to have saved for the 
government more than a hundred thousand 
taels.— Decrees issued previously. 


29th May. 
FORGING AN OFFICIAL DESPATCH. 


A memorial from the Lieutenant-General 
of the Han-chiin Bordered Red Banner 
states that towards the end of last year a 
despatch was reported to have been received 
at his office from the Three Treasuries of 
the Board of Revenue, asking that a soldier 
might be selected from the Banner and sent 
to the Three Treasuries to do duty there. 
. Accordingly, in the third month, a man was 
selected from the supernumeraries and 
unemployed members of the Banner, and 
was sent to the Treasuries with the proper 
credentials. Buta few days afterwards the 
credentials were returned with a despatch 
saying that no requisition had been made 
for any soldier. The memorialist was much 
astonished at this, and at once instituted an 
enquiry. On examination, it was found that 
the seals on the two despatches from the 
Board of Revenue differed in size, colour 


and pattern, so that one of the two must. 


be forged. The earlier despatch was there- 
fore sent to the Three Treasuries for in- 
spection and was returned with the answer 
that it was certainly not genuine. At the 
same time the clerk who had originally 
received the despatch, and the men, fifteen 
in number, from whom the selection of a 
soldier was made, were examined by a 
commission composed of the two Adju- 
tants-General and the other Colonels of 
the Corps. The clerk deposed that he 
was on duty during part of the twelfth 
month, and one evening just at dusk 
a card from the Three Treasuries was 
brought in with an unsealed application for 
a soldier from the Banner. The clerk took 
the letter to the house of Adjutant-General 
Wan-kuei, whogave instructions about itand 
kept it in his house. The clerk never saw it 
again till the day on which a soldier was 
selected nearly three months afterwards. 
On that day the Adjutant-General handed it 
to him once more and made him erase some 
wordsinit. He then noticed that there was 
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a seal on it ; but he did not dare to make any 
remark either to the Adjutant-General 
or to any other of his superiors. -Further, 
when the investigation began to be held, 
the Adjutant-General said that he would 
make any necessary arrangements and pay 
all expenses, if the matter should come 
into the hands of the Board of Punishments. 
In addition to this, the memorialist finds 
that there were suspicious circumstances 
concerning the transmission to the Three 
Treasuries of the reply informing them of 
the nomination of a soldier. He therefore 
proposes that both the corporal who re- 
ceived the despatch for the Treasuries and 
the man nominated for the appointment 
should be sent to the Board of Punishments 
for examination. At the same time he will 
temporarily remove from their posts the 
superior officers implicated, and will instruct 
them to bein readiness to appear whenever 
called upon.— Decree issued previously.. 


30th May. 
MURDER COMMITTED BY AN OFFICER. 


The Governor of Hupeh reports the trial 
of an officer for murder. The prisoner had 
served in the army in Turkestan and had 
risen from the rank of sergeant. At the 
time when the unfortunate affair occurred 
he was living at home in Lo-t‘ien Hsien 
waiting for an appointment. He happened 
to be the owner of a piece’ of land, which 
he let to a tenant for the purpose of culti- 
vating it. Afterwards he sold the land to 
another man and gave him a receipt in full 
for the price ; though, as the latter was 
short of funds, five thousand cash were 
allowed to stand over as a debt. The new 
purchaser continued to let the land to the 
same tenant. _One day last year the officer 
chanced to meet the purchaser and asked 
him for the balance due, to which the pur- 
chaser replied that he had paid the money to 
the middle-man through whom the sale had 
been conducted. The officer made several 
attempts to find the middle-man, but did 
not succeed in doing so. Afterwards he was 
standing one morning on the threshing- 
floor outside his house, cutting bamboo 
slips with a sharp-pointed knife. While 
he was so doing he saw the tenant pass by 
on the way tothe field) He thereupon 
threw down the knife, went up to him and 
told him not to plant any rice on the land. 
The tenant refused to obey, and the two 
began to quarrel. The tenant picked up 
the knife on the ground and made a thrust 
at the officer. The latter wrested the 
weapon from him, slipped past him, and 
wounded him in the leg from behind. The 
tenant turned, seized the officer by the hair, 
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and forced him down. The officer unable to 
escape, made a thrust upwards to frighten 
his antagonist, and chanced to strike him in 
the lower part of the body. The wounded 
man fell, sag hurt, and expired shortly 
afterwards. The officer ran away, but was 
arrested and put upon his trial. As the 
finding of the court seemed unduly favour- 
able to the prisoner, it was ordered that the 
case should be reheard. By this means 
the truth of the story given above was 
fully established, and it was shown that the 
murder was really not premeditated. The 
prisoner has, therefore, been sentenced to 
strangulation after the usual period of con- 
finement, such being the legal penalty for 
taking life in a brawl. He has putina 
plea that he is the only son of aged parents. 
Into the truth of this statement enquiries 
will be made, when the time of the autumn 
assizes comes round. The five thousand 
cash due as part price of the prisoner’s 
land will be recovered from the purchaser 
through the local court.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MANCHURIAN| 
FAMINE FUND. xt 


The High Authorities of Sheng-ching, or 
Féng-t‘ien, represent that the Viceroy Li 
- Hung-chang and his provincial staff have 
contributed a sum of Tis. 10,000 for the 
relief of distress in Manchuria. The Mili- 
tary Governor of Kirin‘and his staff have 
given Tls. 9,300, the Governor and other 
authorities of Shantung Tls. 5,000, and 
Shéng Taotai of. Chefoo has separately pre- 
sented five thousand articles of wadded 
clothing. In acknowledging the valuable 
help given by these contributions, the 
memorialists do not presume to make any 
request on behalf of the said Vicsroy or 
Governor, but they beg that they may be 
allowed to recommend the other officers 
concerned for some marks of His Majesty’s 
approbation. —Sanctioned. 


31st May. 
[No documents of interest. ] 


1st June. 
PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 


In a Decree published to-day the Em- 
peror laments the continued drought which 
prevails in the neighbourhood of Peking. 
Only slight showers were vouchsafed in 
response to the prayers recently offered 
and the parched fields still thirst for rain. 
The Emperor accordingly intimates his in- 
tention of repairing agaia on the 4th of 
June to the Ta Kao Tien to renew his sup- 
plications, while several Princes, and other 
members of the Imperial family are to take 
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up their residence by turns at various 
other Temples and maintain an uninter- 
rupted service of prayer and fasting. 
Prince Chéng goes on a mission for the 
same purpose to Hei Lung T‘an. 

OFFICIAL CHANGES IN SHANSI. 


Kang Yi, the Governor of Shansi, who 
was recently transferred to Kiangsu, re- 
ports the arrangements he has made to 
enable him to start for Peking where he is 
to have audience before proceeding to his 
new post. On the 9th May he handed 
over the seals of office to Yii Shan, the new 
Financial Commissioner, who is to act for 
a time as Governor ; Sung K‘un, the Chief 
Justice of the province, will discharge the 
duties of Financial Commissioner and 
Shén Chin-hsiang, the Intendant of the 
Chi Ning Circuit, will replace him in ‘the 
former capacity. A successor to Shén 
Chin-hsiang has been found in Wu Ch‘i-fu, 
an expectant Taotai on the Shansi establish- 
ment. The Governor started for Peking 
on the 20th May. 

GRAIN ISSUED TO THE SOLDIERS FROM THE 
LOCAL GRANARIES IN SHANSI DURING 
THE FAMINE. REPAYMENT REMITTED. 

During the great famine which occurred 
in Shansi in 1878, the soldiers stationed 
in the various districts and departments 
in the provinces received on the recom- 
mendation of the Governor Tséng Kuo- 


chiian, a picul and a half of grain - 


each from the local granaries on condi- 
tion that the cost was afterwards to be 
deducted from their pay at the current 
price of grain at the time of repayment. 
Part of the amount has already been re- 
covered, but the military authorities re- 
present that there is great difficulty in 
securing repayment of the remainder for 
the following reasons. Most of the men 
have wives and families to support and 
their monthly income is barely sufficient 
to procure the necessaries of life. Owing 
to certain reforms and reductions which 
have been recently made in the Shansi 
army, not more than 20 or 30 per cent. of 
the original recipients are now in the ranks, 
and it would entail great injustice on the 
present soldiers if they were held respon- 
sible for the arrears of their predecessors. 
The whole subject has been investigated 
by a commission, which recommended that 
the arrears amounting to 17,000 piculs of 
grain should be cancelled as an act of kind- 
ness towards the soldiers. The amount 
does not represent a hundredth part of the 
grain that was issued to the people under 
siuilar circumstances and as repayment has 
not been demanded from them, it is only 
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fair that the same treatment should be 
accorded to the suldiers.--Decree separately 
tssued. 
2nd June. 

RETIREMENT FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 

Hsiieh Fu-ch‘én, Vice-Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture, and brother of 
the recently appointed Minister to London, 
has obtained leave to vacate his ottice of 
Senior Vice-President of the Censorate on 
the ground of continued ill-health. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS RAISED BY SALE OF OFFICIAL 
RANK FOR REPAIR OF BREACH IN 
YELLOW RIVER. . 


The system of raising funds for the re- 
pair of the breach in the Yellow River by 
the sale of ofticial titles was originally 
sanctioned for une year only, but its suc- 
cessful working has led the Government 
to extend its operation for another year. 
Monthly reports of all money realised in 
this way are forwarded frum the provinces 
to the Central Government which issues to 
the subscribers the titles and decorations 
to which they are entitled. The Viceroy 
of Szechuan, whose province contributed 
largely during the past year to this fund, 
reports a considerable falling off in the 
receipts during the first month of the pre- 
sent year. Only sume 17 minor ranks 
were disposed of and the proceeds amounted 
to less than Tis. 800. Kueichow, whose 
reports come in more tardily, disposed of 
over 40 subordinate titles during the sixth 
month in which the system was in force, 
but the amount realised reached little mure 
han Tis. 500. 

3rd June. 


RETIREMENT OF TO LUAN-PU, LATE MANCHU 
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AT FOOCHOW. 


To Luan-pu, member of the banner colo- 
ny at Hsicsan Fu was appointed Manchu 
Lieutenant-General at Foochow ‘in 1879 
and served there with great credit to him- 
self and advantage to the public interests 
until last summer, when he caught a severe 
cold and was obliged to apply fora month’s 
leave of absence to enable him to recruit 
his health. In his previous career, when 
fighting against the Taiping rebels, he 
had received two severe wounds in his 
left leg which again became troublesome 
with his present illness. He eventually 
obtained leave to vacate his appointment 
at Foochdw, aud now he applies for per- 
mission to retire permanently from the 
public service and spend the remainder of 
his days at Hsi-an Fu. This he does the 
more readily as he is now nearly 70 years 
old and his constitution is so completely 


Google 


73 





broken down that he has no hope of a 
speedy restoration to health. 

TOUR OF INSPECTION BY WU TA-CH‘ENG. 

_. Wu Ta-ch‘éng states that on his assump- 
tion of oftice as Director-General of the 
Yellow River, his time was at first wholly 
engaged in attending to the works at Chéng 
Chow and thagf after the closing of the 
breach there, remedial measures sv fully 
occupied his attention that he has been 
unable to visit Chi-ning at an earlier date 
to inxpect the four battalions of troops 
stationed there for River Conservancy pur- 
poses, aud to examine the funds deposited 
In the Treasuries of the two Intendencies 
connected with the Grand Canal. Now that 
all the sections of the Yellow River have 
been put in a fairly good state of order, 
memorialisé proposes to start on the first 
of the 4th moon from K‘ai-féng Fu for 
Chi-ning from which place he will examine 
the works of repair being carried out on 
both banks of the Grand Canal and attend 
to his iuspection duties by the way. 
4th June. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES AT WUHU. 

The fixed assessment of the Custom 
House at Wuhu is ‘fis. 90,159.6 and there 
is a supplemeniary estimate of Tls. 17,000, 
making the total aunual payment ‘Tis. 
107,159.6. Since the establishment of the 
foreign branch of the Customs Service at 
the port there has been a diminution in the 
receipts of the native department and for 
sume years past the abuve tigures have nub 
been reached. During the past year the 
total revenue was ls. 60,610.9.6.8.7 and 
the folluwing explanation cf the deficit is 
offered by the Tavtai in charge of the 
administratipn. Grain has alivays formed 
the chief source of revenue, miscellaneous 
produce being the next largest item. After 
the rebellion vast tracts of country went 
out of cultivation, and although some re- 
clamation has been going on in recent years, 
still the area under cultivation is much less 
than it once was. ‘he outbreak of the 
Yellow River placed a large surface-under 
water and the drought of last summer re- 
sulted in a very deficient harvest. In 
former times all the principal marts were 
much frequented by traders but now there 
are few merchants and little or no market 
for produce. Men of capital prefer to take 
their goods’ down the Yangtze by foreign 
steamer or apply for Transit Passes to 
enable them to escape the likin dues 
levied at the numerous barriers. Last 
winter enormous quantities of grain were 
transported free of all duty to the 
famine districts in Anhui, but during 
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the spring and autumn a good revenue 
was derived from the tax levied on cereals 
brought in by merchants who flocked thi- 
ther from all parts on hearing of the high 
prices food had reached on account of the 
prevailing drought. The memorialist has 

en unremitting in his endeavours to bring 
the revenue up to its former standard and 
is glad to be able to report an improvement 
this year as compared with the precedip 
one. The receipts from salt junks an 
the impost on wood, which form a separate 
item of account, amounted during the year 
to Tls. 2,763.5.2. 


CRUISE OF INSPECTION BY THE ADMIRAL 
AT AMOY. 


Under old standing regulations the naval 
authorities along the sea-board are required 
to make a cruise through the waters of 
their jurisdiction once or twice a year and 
report the result to the Throne. In a re- 
port now received from P‘éng Ch‘u-han, the 
Admiral at Amoy, it is stated that the coast 
of Fukien is thickly studded with islands 
which form the resort of pirates and 
evil characters of every description, and 
render it necessary to maintain a con- 
stant surveillance. The Admiral started 
from Amoy in the Shén-hang on the 
14th of March last, and not only made a 
cruise of inspection through arey part of 
his jurisdiction, but reviewed the naval 
stations everywhere en route. He noted 
carefully the state of the Coast Defences at 
all the more important points, and made it 
one of the objects of his visit to see that 
the Salvage Regulations were everywhere 
properly posted. 


SUPPLY OF SALTPETRE FROM HONAN. 


The Governor of Honan asks permis- 
sion to defer sending till next year the 
supply of saltpetre due from his pro- 
vince for the present year. The fixed 
amount forwarded every year consists of 
two kinds, of which 400,000 and 280,000 
cactties are sent respectively, and as a 
similar postponement was granted last year 
it has also been accorded this year. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM HONAN TOWARDS THE 
REPAIR OF THE BREACH IN THE YELLOW 
RIVER. 


The Governor of Honan reports the 
amount of subscriptions raised in his pro- 
vince by the sale of official rank during 
the eleventh and twelfth months during 
which the system has been in ‘operation. 
In the former month ten literary ranks 
were sold realising a sum of Tls.3,526.8 
and in the latter twelve similar appoint- 
ments were disposed of for a sum of Tls. 
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6,370.2. This amount will be held at the 
disposal of the Board of Revenue and in 
the meantime it is asked that diplomas 
should be issued to the subscribers. 


5th June. 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST ABORIGINES IN SZECHUAN 
—REWARDS TO OFFICERS CONCERNED. 


The Tartar General at Ch‘éng-tu and 
the Viceroy of Szechuan present a memorial 
recommending for various promotions and 
rewards a number of officers who dis- 
tinguished themselves againt the Lolo 
tribes in Ma-pien and Szechuan. These 
tribes occupied two hills known as the 
greater and smaller Liang, and had long 
been a terror to the peaceable Chinese.in 
the neighbouring districts, on whom they 
made continued raids. After operations 
which had extended for more than a 
year, their subjugation has now been: 
reported to be complete; nineteen branches 
of the main tribe of the aborigines 
have tendered their submission, and two 
others which had never before accepted 
the Imperial rule have now come in full 
force to sue for mercy. Appropriate favours 
have been conferred upon them and their 
chiefs have been placed in command at 
important strategical points in the newly 
opened country. The native watch towers 
and fortifications have been all razed to 
the ground and great praise is given to 
the officers and men who have penetrated 
this malarious region and contributed so 
materially to the speedy issue of. such a 
successful campaign. A carefully revised 
list of the more deserving of these officers, 
coupled with a recommendation for distinc- 
tions is submitted for the approval ef the 
Throne.—Referred to the consideration of 
the Board. 


APPUICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF 
OFFICERS PREVIOUSLY DEGRADED. 

Amongst those who specially distinguished , 
themselves in the above campaign was an - 
officer named Wan Chun-hsiian who had 
been formerly degraded, while holding the 
post of General, but who had subsequently 
obtained employment under the Governor 
of Kuangsi, where he gained the victory of 
Kuan-Yin Ch‘iao and was afterwards em- 
ployed in Chékiang, his successes in which 
province gained him his restoration to 


-office—Last year he was transferred to 


Szechuan at the instance of the ‘Viceroy, 
and from his intimate knowledge of abori- 
ginal questions and his military skill he was 
selected to command a column of the army 
operating against the Lolos. In a single 
engagement with his troops the aborigines’ 
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lost 180 of their men, and his services were 
so ingtrumental in procuring their final 
submission that it is suggested that he 
should be restored to his original rank as 
General. Another officer who played an 
important part in this campaign was Liu 
Yii-t‘ien, who was formerly a General in 
Chékiang and who had been degraded for 
beating to death a soldier under his com- 
mand for becoming a member of a secret 
society. This officer enrolled a force of 100 
braves at: his own expense, procured guides 
to reconnoitre a savage country and lent 
au active co-operation to the Imperial troops 
throughout the whole campaign. His original 
unishment was dismissal for ever from the 
public service and as this was considered 
too severe it is asked that at least part of 
the stigma should be removed from his 
name and that he should be eligible for 
re-employment. 
_ 6th June. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Yii Héng is gazetted Intendant of the 
Yen P‘ing Circuit in Shansi. 

ILLNESS OF MILITARY GOVERNOR AT 
MOUKDEN, 

Ch‘ing Yii, the Governor of Shéng Ching 
having applied for permission to retire from 
the public service on the ground of con- 
tinued ill health, he has been granted two 
months’ leave of absence at the expiration 
of which it is hoped that he will be well 
enough to resume his duties. 


DEFALCATIONS BY OFFICER CHARGED WITH 
CONVEYANCE OF COPPER FROM YUNNAN. 
Hui Shan, a magistrate in Yiinnan 

who was charged with the conveyance 
of a large consignment of copper to Peking, 
was recently degraded for having made a 
short delivery of 38,000 catties of the 
metal, and besides being deprived of his 
office, was granted a specified period within 
which to make good the deficit. Having 
failed to do so within the limit of time 
assigned to him, he has been handed over 
to the Board of Punishments where steps 
will be taken to make him recoup and pre- 
vent his indulging in such emusements for 
the future. 


FUNDS FOR SOUP KITCHEN AT TUNGCHOW. 


It seems that five soup kitchens are 
opened for the benefit of the destitute 
every winter at Tungchow and that they 
are entitled to an annual allowance of at 
least 800 piculs of rice. Last winter a 
special grant of an additional 1,600 piculs 
was made by the Emperor and under ordi- 
narv circumstances the establishments 
ought to have been closed before this. 
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Owing however, to the drought which still 
prevails, Tungchow is, the Taotai represents, 
thronged with starving people, many of 
whom are too old and weak to start off to a 
‘iistance in search of work. A further 
grant of 1,000 piculs of rice is therefore 
solicited to enable one of the establishments 
to continue administering relief until the 
rain arrives and work in the neighbourhood 
is more plentiful. ; 


CHANGE OF TAOTAI IN CHIHLI. 

Liu Shu-t‘ang, the Taotai of the Ch‘ing 
Ho in Chihli having réceived the appoint- 
ment of Judicial Commissioner of Hunan, 
his place in the former province is to be 
temporarily filled by Chu Fu-jung who is 
represented by the Viceroy as an officer of 
great tact, ability and intelligence. 

LATE ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF KOBDO. 

K‘uei Fu, a native of Kirin, who retired 
into mourning recently when holding the 
post of Assistant Administrator of Kobdo, 
has returned to Peking and has been re- 
ceived in audience. 

GOLD MINES AT MO HO IN HEI LUNG CHIANG. 

Some time ago the Viceroy Li reported 
that he had appointed a Taotai named 
Li Chin-yung to manage the gold mines at 
Mo Ho in Manchuria and he submitted 
for approval a number of regulations which 
had been drawn up for their working. Owing 
to the remote and wild position in which 
the mines are situated, their management 
presents great difficulties and demands the 
presence of a very competent staff of super- 
intendents. For this purpose the Viceroy 
submits the names of three officers whose 
experience in similar work would render 
their services very valuable in Manchuria 
if they were transferred for employment 
under Li Chin-yung. —Granted by rescript. 


7th June. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Kao Wan-p‘eng is gazetted Financial 
Commissioner of Hunan and his place as 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture is 
taken by Ch‘én Yi, Governor of Anhui, . 
ie was lately transferred to Peking for 

uty. 


PROGRESS OF THE NEPAULESE MISSION ON ITS 
HOMEWARD JOURNEY. 


The Governor of Shensi reports that in 
obedience to the instructions which he 
received from the Mongolian Superinten- 
dency he had the Nepaulese Mission safely 
escorted through his province and warned 
all the local authorities beforehand to make 
preparations for supplying all its wants. 
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The Envoy and his party entered Shensi 
on the 2nd of January last, and after spend- 
ing the New Year at the provincial capital, 
continued their journey and reached the 
borders of Szechuan on the 4th of April. 
Their progress was attended with no trouble 
and all their requirements were duly attend- 
ed to. 


REQUEST FOR MORE EXPEDITIOUS SETTLE- 
MENT OF CASES OF BRIGANDAGE. 


As the law stands at present, the pro- 
vincial authorities are vested with full 
powers to pass and carry into execution 
summary sentences in all cases of serious 
brigandage, but in certain instances where 
the offence is unpremeditated and not of 
an organised character, they are obliged to 
send periodical reports to Peking and 
await the decision of the Board of Punish- 
ments. This involves a delay varying 
from six to eighteen months and -pre- 
vents punishment following the offence 
with sutticient swiftness to constitute a 
deterring influence. The Governor of 
Shensi now begs that instead of waiting 
for a stated period, he may be permitted 
to report such cases to Peking as they 
occur, in the hope that the Board will 
thus be able to deal with them much more 
quickly than is the practice at present. 
He would’ revert to the former custom as 
soon as brigandage, which unfortunately 
has shown signs of reviving, has been some- 
what suppressed throughout his jurisdic- 
tion. 


NEW PROVINCIAL JUDGE OF SHENSI. 


T‘ang Shu-nan, a native. of Hunan, who 
was raised last year to the pust of Chief 
Justice of Kansu, has recently been 
transferred to Sheusi in a similar .capa- 
city and reports his assumption of office 
on the 11th of April. He had previously 
been to Peking for audience, and on his 
way back he travelled through Chihli, 
Shansi and part of Shensi,.in all of which 
provinces he found the young crops doing 
remarkably weil. 

Sth June. 
APPOINTMENTS FOR NEW GRADUATES. 

An Imperial Decree confers appointments 
on the successful candidates at the recent 
Metropolitan examination. The three first 
on the list have already been provided for. 
A certain number of others are given places 
in the various public departments at the 
capital. The remainder have been made 
Disurict Magistrates on the list for imme- 
diate employment ; and the Board of Civil 
Oliice is instructed to determine by lot to 
which province each shall be sent. 
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9th June. 
CONVEYANCE HOME OF DECEASED GENERAL. 


The authorities temporarily administering 
the government at Uliasutai present an ap- 
plication on behalf of the son of the deceased 
Tartar General Tukar, late Military-Gov- 
ernor of the District. General Tukar 
expired in the beginning of last April, and, 
as the great heat of summer will soon be 
felt, it is necessary that his remains should 
be transported to his native place with as 
little delay as possible. He was a member 
of the Bargu tribe of Mongols, and his 
home near Hirun Pir in the west of 
the Manchurian Pryvince of Tsi-tsi-har, 
or Hei-lung Kiang. According to law 
the funeral cortége should follow the go- 
vernment post roads which lead to the fron- 
tier of China: and then go north again 
to their destination. This however would 
occasion a very great détour, not only 
lengthening the route, but increasing the ex- 
penses to an extent which the family would 
be unable to support. It is therefore hum- 
bly requested that the remains may bé 
transported vid Sai-erh-wu-su to Urga, 
and thence across the J’satsen Khanate by 
Sa-mu T‘ai to Hirun Pir. The memorial- 
ists further mention that shortly before 
his death the General petitioned for leave 
to retire from the public service on the 
ground of ill health; and in his application 
he stated his desire if permission were 
granted, to travel homewards by the Urga 
road. —Granted. 


MAGISTRATE FOR THE DISTRICT OF 
CONFUCIUS. 

A regulation was passed some time ago 
by which the district of Ch‘ii-fu) must 
always have for its magistrate an officer 
who has entered the service by the regular 
channel, that is to say by obtaining a 
degree at the provincial or metropolitan 
examinations, The reason for making this 
rule was that in the district in question 
was situated the home of the ancient sage 
Confucius. A magistrate has now been 
appointed to Ch‘ii-fu Hsien who does not 
fultil this condition, as he has risen from 
a low position partly by purchase and 
partly by promotion, and has no literary 
degree except the nominal one of licen- 
tiate. ‘Therefore, according to a provision 
in the regulation applying to such cases, 
some qualitied officer should exchange post 
with him; and the Governor of the pro- 
vince has chosen for the purpose the pre- 
sent Magistrate of Hsin-ch‘eng MUsien. 
This gentlemen, who is in his fifty-sixth 
year, is a native of Pao-ting Fu in Chihli, 
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and obtained the Degree of Provincial Gra- 
duate in the year 1861. In 1880 he was 
nominated for a Magistracy by the Grand 
Committee of Selection. He was appointed 
by lot to Kuangsi, but on account of the 
great age of his parents he was permitted 
to change that province fur one nearer to 
his home. He thus came to Shantung, 
where he has since been employed and 
enjoys an excellent reputation.—Referred 
to the Board of Civil Office. 


June 10th. 
EXTORTION BY OFFICIAL AT KALGAN. 


An Imperial decree deals with an official 
secretary named Wen-yii, who has been 
convicted of extorting illegal fees from the 
herdsmen in the neighbourhood of Kalgan. 
After an enquiry conducted by the Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang, the said secretary was 
proved tu have improperly received more 
than five hundred taels. After animad- 
verting very severely on his conduct, the 
Emperor desires that he be dismissed from 
the public service without the possibility 
of re-employment. The Military Governor 
of the Chahao district is found not to have 


received any part of the extorted money ;: 


but as he failed to keep a proper check on 
the conduct of ‘his subordinate, the Board 
is desired to determine what punishment 
should be inflicted on him. 


RISING SUPPRESSED IN KUANGSI. 

The Emperor notices the suppression of 
a rising in the Prefecture of Ch‘ing-kuan 
in Kuangsi. There were seven or eight 
hundred men concerned in the outbreak, 
which was originated by one Mo Kuo-ching, 
with the object of killing the ‘native ad- 
ministrator’ of the locality and getting 
possession of the post himself. The insur- 
gents were crushed and the principal lead- 
ers at once executed, through the activity 
of the Governor Shen Ping-ch‘eng, with 
whom the Emperor expressés himself much 
pleased. ‘ 


REWARDS FOR SAVING LIFE AT SEA. 


The Governor of Shantung requests that 
certain officials may receive promotion 
in accordance with the rules instituted 
by the Tsung-li Yamén for. conferring 
rewards on officers who rescue thirty 
or more shipwrecked persons in cases 
of real peril. After remarking on the 
numerous rocks which. endanger navigation 
near the Shantung Promontory and the 
frequency with which vessels are lost upon 
them, the memorialist states that subse- 
quently to the stranding of the China 

erchant Company’s steamer Pautah, he 
desired the Magistrate of Jung-ch‘eng 
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Heien, in the vicinity of the Promontory, 
to provide a number of boats and take such 
other measures as might be advisable 
for rescuing those in danger. Atthe same 
time the Taotai at Chefoo appvinted a 
Wei-yuan to aid the Magistrate in organ- 
ising his plans. The memorialist now tinds 
that by the efforts of these two officers, 
during the year ended last midsummer, 
assistance was afforded to one grain boat and 
seven trading junks. In four cases the ves- 
sels were lost by guing ashore in fogs, and 
no notice need be taken of what was done. 
But each of the other four ships was driven 
on to the rocks in a gale, and the thirty- 
six persons saved from them were rescued 
from the most imminent peril with great 
risk to their preservers themselves. In 
addition ten dead bodies were recovered 
and property was salved tothe value of 
more than ten thousand taels. Under 
these circumstances the memorialist, in 
conjunction with the Superintendent of 
Northern Trade, Li Hung-chang, requests 
that certain promotion may be accorded to 
the Magistrate and the Wei-yuan above 
mentioned. . : 

DEFICIEND RECEIPTS AT THE KAN-CHOW 

CUSTOMS. 

The Governor of Kiangsi states that ac- 
cording to its original assessment the Cus- 
tom House at Kan-chow Fu is required to 
produce an annual sum of Tis. 46,000 ; and 
by an additional assessment it should also 
furnish a further amount of Tls. 38,000. 
But during the past year the actual re- 
ceipts under various heads at Kan-chow 
itself amounted only to Tls. 20,085. To 
this there must be added Tls. 32,596 duty 
on silk collected for Kan-chow by the 
Shanghai Custom House, making a total.of 
Tls. 52,681. Deducting again Tls. 6,103 
for expenses, salaries and servants’ pay, 
there remain only a few hundred taels 
beyond the sum required for the original 
assessment. The memorialist proceeds to 
explain that tea and silk were the principal 
commodities which used to pass through 
the Kan-chow Custom House and next to 
them foreign and Canton goods. But 
since the opening to foreign trade of the 
ports on the coast aud the Yangtze, tea 
and silk are both taken to Shanghai, Han- 
kow or Kiukiang for sale, instead of going 
vid Kan-chow to distant Canton, and simi- 
larly foreign and Canton goods reach the 
valley of the Yangtze by steamer instead of 
going overland from Canton. Further, if 
foreign goods are taken into the interior 
from the Yangtze ports they are generally 
covered by transit passes issued at the 
Foreign Custom houses, so that they aré 
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merely examined and are not liable to 
duty. The Kan-chow Custom House from 
this last cause alone loses several thousand 
taels a year. Its revenue now depends 
solely or articles of local produce, timber, 
sugar, and oil. But the trade in the two last 
articles has been greatly diminished by the 
foreign sugar and foreign oil which have 
recently come into common use. Many firms 
have closed their doors, and much of the 
land where the sugar cane was formerly 
cultivated, is sown with various kinds of 
grain instead. In addition the trade in 
timber is in an unprosperous state, the 
nferchants being without capital and the 
demand for the article being dull. These, 
the memorialist states, are the true causes 
of the smallness of the customs receipts. 
The revenue officers have done their best 
beth to encourage trade and to collect 
the duties. At Kan-chow itself they have 
succeeded in levying Tis. 1,600 more than 
they did last year; but this is counter- 
balanced by a diminution of Tls. 1,500 in 
receipts at Shanghai. Thus it comes that in 
Tis. 38,000, extra assessment, there is a 
deficiency of Tis. 37,897. This, as above 
explained, being entirely due to changed 
conditions, the memorialist prays that, as 
has before been done, nine-tenths of the de- 
ficiency may be pardoned, and the Superin- 
tendent only be held responsible for the 
remaining tenth, which he will make good 
’ by yearly instalments.—Referred to the 

Board of Revenue. 
; 11th June. 

ILL HEALTH OF TS‘EN Yi-YING. 

Ts‘en Yii-ying reports that he has resumed 
his duties as Governor-General of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow. Towards the end of last 
February he was compelled by weakness, 
which affected his whole body, to ask for 
two months’ leave of absénce from his post, 
The period of retirement having expired, 
he now resumes his office; though his 
health is still so impaired that it is only 
with great effort. that he can do any work. 
Last autumn, after inspecting the army in 
western Yiinnan, he obtained permission tv 
postpone till this year the performance of 
the same duty in the eastern and southern 
portions of the province. THe approach of 
the hot weather compels him once more to 
ask for permission to leave the inspection 
till his health is more restored— Granted. 

MURDER OF A WOMAN AND HER CHILD. 


. The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
sentence passed on a man found guilty of 
murdering a woman and hér child. In the 
weighbourhood of Hu-chou there was a man 
who was employed as a commercial travel- 
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ler and bill-collector for other persons. 
The winter before last he hired a boat 
with the object of going round the country 
and collecting debts from different people. 
He paid three hundred and fifty cash a 
day for the buat which was owned and 
worked by a woman, who had with her 
only her son, a child of seven years. Dur- 
ing the days the traveller went in the boat 
from one place to another, and the nights 
he passed on shore at the houses of the 
people whom he visited. But with all his 
efforts he only succeeded in getting pay- 
ment of a single dollar. At the end of a 
fortnight, his pockets being empty, he re- 


solved to ask a friend to lend him some 


money. Accordingly he told the woman 
to take him to the village where the 
friend lived, and when they were nearing a 
certain town by the way, as the day was 
stormy and the water rough, he went aft 
to help the woman by holding the helm. 
The latter, who wanted to go on shore and 
buy provisions, took the opportunity to ask 
him for something on account of the boat 
hire. He replied that he had no money 
but she refused to believe him, accused 
him of lying and trying to cheat her and 
finally in 9 passion attempteg to strike him 
with a bamboo ; with one hand he warded 
off the blow and with the other gave her a 
push. Her foot slipped and she fell into 
the river. There was a cord on the deck 
to which her child had been tied to prevent 
his being lost by tumbling overboard. In 
trying to climb on the boat again she 
caught hold of this cord and dragged the 
boy into the water also. Looking round 
and discovering that there was no 
one in sight, the traveller suddenly con- 
ceived the idea of murdering them both 
and stealing the boat. Giving a violent 
pull he broke the string; whereupon the 
woman and her child sank and were 
drowned. The: murderer rowed away at 
once to another place, where he had friends. 
Through their agency he sold: the boat, 
which he represented as having been given 
to him instead of money in payment of a 
debt. Thedead bodies wereafterwardsfound 
by a tipao; but as there were no marks of 
injuries on them, he made no report to the 
Magistrate, and merely handed them to the 
secretary of a charitable suciety, by whom 
they were buried. But a stir was after- 
wards made by some member of their 
family, and the whole facts were disco- 
vered. -The traveller is found by the 
Memorialist to be guilty of the premedi- 
tated murder of two members of one family, 
for which tke punishment is immediate 
decapitation preceded by branding. If, 
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moreover, he is discovered to be possessed 
of any property, one half of it must be 
given as compensation to the family of his 
victims. The tipao is sentenced to a flog- 
ging of eighty blows and dismissal from 
his office, because he did not report to the 
Magistrate the finding of the bodies. The 
Secretary is absolved from blame because 
he notified the authorities of what he was 
doing? The persons concerned in the pur- 
chase of the boat are all acquitted, but the 
value of the boat will be recovered fur the 
benefit of the family of the deceased.—Re- 
ferred to the Board of Punishments. 
12th June. 
[No documents of interest.] 
13th June. 
EMPEROR PRAYS AGAIN FOR RAIN. 

The Emperor announces his intention of 
praying again for rain on the 16th instant. 

‘or this purpose he will repair in person 
not only to the Ta-kao Tien, ordinarily 
visited on such occasions, but also to the 
temple known as the Heiian-jen Miao. He 
will further be represented as usual by 
officers of rank at the other shrines where 
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it is the custom to offer incense at such | 


times. 


TEMPLES IN FORMOSA FOR SHEN PAO-CHEN 
AND WU TSAN-CH‘ENG. 

In accordance with a petition presented 
by a number of gentry, the Governor of 
Formosa requests permission for the erec- 
tion of temples in honour of the late 
Viceroy Shén Pao-chén, and Governor Wu 
Tsan-ch‘éng, by whom the first steps 
were taken towards the subjugation of the 
aborigines in the island. Shén Pao-chén, 
when charged with the duty of the defence 
of the coast, twice visited Formosa, in 1874 
and 1875. To him were due both the first 
opening of the mountain districts, and the 
formation of the three jurisdictions of Pilam 
T‘ing, Heng-ch‘un Hsien, and T‘ai-pei Fu. 
In 1877 he was succeeded by Wu Tsan-ch ‘én 
of the Foochow Arsenal, who in that an 
the fullowing year led expeditions through a 
large part of the island and subdued the 
savages on the east coast. Unfortunately, 
during his journeyings he contracted a 
malarial disease, to the effects of which he 
finally succumbed after his return on sick 
leave to his home in Kiangsu. The mem- 
orialist is convinced that, had it not been 
for the early effurts of these two men, he 
would never have succeeded, as he has dune, 
in completely effecting the pacification of 
the whole island in a few years. He there- 
fore cordially supports the application 
which he has the honour to forward.—R-- 
ferred to the Board of Ceremonies. 
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CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SHANSI. 

Last year, at the time of the severe 
famine prevailing in parts of Kiangsu and 
Anhui on account of drought in some places 
and floods in others, on the application of 
the Viceroy Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, the Im- 
perial Government permitted the authori- 
ties of the neighbouring provinces to collect 
contributions on behalf of the sufferers, 
and promised that the donors should be 
rewarded with titles or decorations. Years 
before, at the time of the great famine 
in Shansi, Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian was Governor 
of the province, and in response to his 
application the people of Kiangsu came 


. forward with very large sums of money, by 


which many lives were saved. Mindful of 
this, the people of Shansi were anxious last 
year to raise money for Anhui and Kiang- 
su. Subscription lists were opened by the 
high authorities and more than a hundred 
thousand taels were received. Besides 
what they collected from others the Gou- 
vernor himself contributed five thousand 
taels and the Acting Chief’ Justice three 
thousand. Though these officers have dis- 
claimed all desire of reward, the Viceroy 
feels it his duty to mention to the Emperor 
what has happened, and to request a deco- - 
ration for the Governor and a decoration 
and title of honour for the Chief Justice.— 
Referred to the Board of Revenue. 


5 REWARD FOR CAPTURING A REBEL. 


\ Among those who escaped after the in- 
rrection at Chang-hua in Formosa was a 
man who took a leading part in it named 
Wang Huan. Though a reward was offered 
for his person, all attempts to arrest him 
were fruitless. Last April, however, a 
gentleman of Kia-i discovered his where- 
abouts, and found means to allure him to a 
place in the district. Information was then 
given to the civil and military authorities, 
who promptly appeared on the spot and 
arrested him, The prisoner was examined 
by the Governor’s orders and confessed to 
having been led away by Shih Chiu-tuan, 
the plotter of the rebellion. For the moment 
he has been relegated to prison in order 
that his evidence may be forthcoming when 
required. Most of the gentry in Formosa. 
have shown themselves to be entirely in 
sympathy with the rebels, whom they have 
constantly aided and protected. The con- 
duct of the gentleman who contrived the 
arrest is therefore considered particularly 
commendable. By the courage with which 
he has faced the unpopularity that he must 
incur he has done much to bring about 
a more wholesome state of public opinion. 
Moreover, he took part in the pacification 





of the savages and in carrying out the 
assessment of the land. The Governor 
therefore recommends him for a button of 
the fifth class and a peacock-feather deco- 
ration.— Approved. 
, 14th June. : 
REWARDS FOR CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS. 
The Viceroy Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian has 
received for the Kiangsu and Anhui Famine 
Fund tive gifts each of one thousand taels, 
or of clothing worth that amount. The 
donors are ofticials in different parts of the 
’ country, who declare themselves to be 
acting in accordance with the wishes of 
their parents, living or deceased. The 
Viceroy makes the customary request that 
‘the Emperor will allow monumental arches 
to be erected in honour of the parents by 
the members by their families.—Granted. 


15th June. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Ch‘i Shih-ch‘ang, Senior President of 
the Censorate, has been granted four 
months’ leave of absence to enable him to 
visit his home and repair the family ceme- 
tery. His place is to be temporarily filled 
by Li Hung-tsao. : : 

APPOINTMENT. 

Shou-ch‘ang is gazetted Director of the 
Imperial Banqueting Court. 

INSPECTION OF PICKED BANNER TROOPS AT 
CH‘ENG-TU FU. 

Some years ago,. when Ch‘ung-shih was 
Manchu General at Ch‘éng-tu, he followed 
the precedent established by the Viceroy 
of Chihli and selected from the ten batta- 
lions of troops stationed in the provincial 
capital a thousand able-bodied soldiers to 
form a special corps. The Manchu garrison 
having increased greatly in number, and 
many of its members being out of em- 
ployment, the original force was strength- 
ened by the addition of 500 men picked 
from its ranks. Two officers were chosen to 
conduct the drill, and the organisation soon 
became so efficient as to make the force of 
real service in case of emergency. The 
present Tartar General reports very favour- 
ably of the performance and general dis- 
cipline of the men, whom he has recently 
reviewed. At shield and target prac- 
tice, as well as volley-firing, they showed a 
degee of proficiency which can only 
have been attained after much practice, and 
by way of showing his appreciation of their 
skill, the General distributed suitable re- 
wards amongst the most deserving. . 


COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES AT KALGAN. 
The retiring Superintendent of Customs 
at Kalgan reports the amount of revenue 
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collected during his years’s tenure of office. 
The total annual assessment of the establish- 
ment is Tls. 60,591, while the receipts 


‘during the past year amounted to only 


Tis. 39,012.5.9.3, leaving a deficit of Tis. 
21,548.4.0.6, of which the following ex- 
‘planation is oftered. The great staples of 
commerce which pass though Kalgan are tea 
from the south and wool and skins from 
Kiachta. Cattle, the trade in which 4s atill 
in the hands of native merchants, con- 
tribute in a minor degree to swell the 
revenue. Since the establishment of com- 
mercial relations with Russia, the tea trade 
has almost entirely passed into the hands 
of Russian merchants, and is by treaty 
exempted from the payment of Customs 
duties. The present Superintendent de- 
termined on his assumption of office 
to make every effort in his power tv 
restore the revenue to its former foot- 
ing, but he is now obliged to admit that he 
has entirely failed in his object. Not only 
were the Russian merchants as numerous 
and their trade as large as before, but 
British merchants likewise appeared on the 
field and conveyed tea to Kiachta under 
The 
result was that the trade remaining in 
native hands was of a very insignificant 
nature. Fortunately, there was a slight 
improvement in the,cattle business as com- 
pared ‘with the previous year, which to 
some extént balanced the loss upon tea. 

APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY TO THE GRAND 

COUNCIL. 

The clerical work of the Council of State 
is performed by a staff of sixty Secretaries 
who generally obtain rapid advancement in 
the public service. One of them, Méng 
Chi-hsiin, having been promoted to the 
post of Censor for the province of Shantung, 
Prince Li and his colleagues recommend 
that the vacancy should be filled by Hsii 
Shih-chia, a supernumerary clerk, who is 
an expectant Secretary in the Board of 
Civil Office. * 

16th June, 1889. ~* 
WORSHIP ON T‘AI SHAN IN SHANTUNG. 


Once every year on the 18th of the 4th 
moon worship is performed on Mount T‘ai 
by either the Governor, Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, or Judge of Shantung, the offerings 
made on the occasion being furwarded under 
Imperial instructions by a special messenger 
from Peking. The Governor reports that 
the ceremony for the present year will’ be 
om by the Lieutenant-Governor, 

ang Yii-tsao, who will ascend the hill on 
the appointed day and reverently present 
the offerings as a token of the devout spirit 
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in which his Imperial Master prays for the 
happiness of his subjects. 


GRAIN TRIBUTE FROM SHANTUNG. 


The departure of the first fléet of grain 
boats from Shantung has already been 
reported by the Governor of the province, 
who now adds that the four remaining 
fleets carrying the grain from the pre- 
fectures of Chi-ning, Tung-ch‘ang, and 
Tung-p‘ing were tracked safely out of the 
jurisdiction of the department of Té Chou 
on the 11th May last, and proceeded thence 
on their journey northward. 


APPOINTMENT OF PREFECT IN TURKESTAN. 


The acting Governor of Turkestan re- 
commends an ‘officer for the appointment 
of Prefect at Ti-hua. ‘This prefecture, 
which was until recently an independent 
department, adjoins Barkul on the east, 
Tli and Tarbagatai on the north-west, and 
is conterminous with Turfan and Kurashar 
on the south. Its strategic position makes 
it the key of the west, and it is of great 
importance that it should be under firm 
control. P‘an Hsiao-su, a Hunan man, 
aged 51, who is at present Senior Magis- 
trade of Ho-tien, is the officer recum- 
mended for the post. Besides being a man 
of yood natural endowments, he possesses 
the additional qualification of having had 
considerable experience of frontier ques- 
tions during the many years he has served 
in Turkestan. 

; 17th June, 1889. 


ALTERATION IN THE MILITARY FORCES OF 
MANCHURIA. 


When the late Grand Secretary, Wén 
Hsiang, completed in 1866 his operations 
against the mounted brigande of Féng-t‘ien, 
he left a force of 1,600 men, drawn from 
Kirin and Hei Lung Chiang, under the 
command of the Military Governor of the 
lower province, to guard against future 
disturbances of the same kind. Of the 
Kirin troops only 153 now remain, while 
the Hei Lung Chiang force has been 
reduced to 82 men. For more than 20 

ears the force has been stationed in 

‘éng-t‘ien and during the whole time 
it has actively co-operated with the 
local troops in suppressing brigandage. 
The remnant of it that is now left is 
naturally anxious to return home, and 
Ting An, the High Military Commissioner 
of Manchuria, suggests that the men should 
each receive a month’s pay, be provided 
with travelling expenses and be incorpor- 
ated when they get back in the drilled 
troops of their respective provinces. He 
further recommends that a cavalry force of 
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250 men should be enrolled to supply their 
place in Féng-t‘ien and placed under the 
command of General Tso-Pao-kuei. The 
new force will, it is computed, cost Tls. 100 
a month more than the old one, and this 
additional expenditure he proposes to de- 
fray from the subsidy allotted from Imperial 
funds for the maintenance of drilled troops 
in Manchuria.— Approved by Rescript. 
ROBERY IN HUPEH. 


Nearly seven years ago the shop of a man 
named Li Hui-fa was plundered in the 
I-ch‘éng district of Hupeh by a band of 
nine men whose trial and sentence are only 
now reported. The men, who were all 
well known to each other, often talked 
over their poor prospects in life, which | 
one of them suggested might be materially 
improved by plundering Li’s shop with its 
large supply of Pekingesegoods. The others 
approved of the idea and they all made 
their preparations for carrying it into 
effect. Accordingly, carrying lighted tapers 
and armed with swords and pikes, they pro- 
ceeded one night in a body to the man’s 
house. Bursting open the door they began 
to loot the premises, but their move- 
ments awakened the owner, who shouted 
for assistance. They threatened him with 
violence if he uttered another word and 
then went on with their work of plunder. 
The proceeds were divided equally amongst 
them, and for a considerable time after the 
occurrence no arrests were made. At last 
the police succeeded in securing six of 
them, one of whom has since died in 
prison. The remaining five have been 
sentenced to summary decapitation under 
a regulation which prescribes this form of 
punishment in cases where robberies are 
committed by an armed body of men and 
the plunder divided amongst them. 


18th June. 
REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM CANTON. 


A Decree issued through the Grand 
Council at the instance of the Board of 
Revenue was transmitted towards the end 
of last year to all the provinces, announcing 
the respective contributions which they 
were expected to forward during the pre- 
sent year towards the Peking subsidy of 
Tis. 7,000,000. The Canton salt revenue 
was assessed at Tls. 200,000, which sum 
was, on account of the difficulty of sending 
silver from Canton, to be remitted in bills 
drawn upon firms of good standing. A 
remittance of Tls. 50,000 has already been 
sent, and the Viceroy now reports the 
transmission of a further instalment of Tls. 
50,000, accompanied by Tls. 1,500 to cover 
loss by exchange, maintenance allowance 


fea) 
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to the Board, and similar charges. Advan- 
tage has been taken of this opportunity to 
forward Tls. 10,000, being a contribution 
from the same source towards defraying 
the expenditure of the Imperial Household 
Department. Although the above sums 
have been remitted in bills, an otticer has 
been specially deputed to proceed to Peking 
to make arrangements for the payment of 
the money. 
19th June. 
DEPARTURE OF HSUEH FU-CH‘ENG. 


Hsiieh Fu-ch‘éng, the newly appointed 
Minister to England, had audience of the 
Emperor yesterday, and after receiving in- 
structions was granted two months’ leave 
of absence before proceeding to Europe.. 


TOUR OF MILITARY INSPECTION IN MANCHURIA. 


The Governor of Kirin having been busily 
engaged during the early part of the year 
in instituting measures for the relief of the 
distress in his province, the duties of in- 
specting the garrisons within his jurisdic- 
tion devolved upon I-k-o-t‘ang-a, then 
Lieutenant-General at Hun-ch‘un. The 
latter now reports that he inspected and re- 
viewed the troops at Hun-ch‘un, Yen-chi- 
kang, Ninguta, San-hsing, and various other 
stations, and found them in every case to be 
excellently drilled and equipped. He also 
investigated the reclamation schemes and 
commercial questions which he was in- 
structed to enquire into, and on these he 
proposes to furnish a separate report. 
During his absence he was transferred on 
promotion to the Military Governorship of 
Hei Lung Chiang, and as he is at present 
at Kirin and his successor at Hun Ch‘un 
already on his way from Peking he proposes 
to proceed direct to his new post. 


REMITTANCES FROM CANTON CUSTOMS DUTIES, 


The Canton Customs duties were assessed 
by the Board of Revenue during the present 
year inthe following sumsas contributions to- 
wards various items of Imperial expenditure. 
For Peking subsidy, Tls. -100,000 from 
Foreign Customs and Ts. 60,000 from the 
recent supplementary assessment of same ; 
for frontier defence expenditure on the 
north-east, Tls. 120,000 from the six-tenths 
of the Foreign Customs duties ; for defence 
funds in general, Tis. 120,000 from the 
four-tenths of the Foreign Customs duties, 
and Tis. 200,000 froin the six-tenths of 
same. The latter items were, however, to 
be retained in Canton as before fur the 
payment of foreign loans. For increasing 
the salary of Peking officials, Ts. 6,000 were 


40,000 for the same object. 


to be furnished every quarter from the four- |} 


tenths of the Foreign Customs revenue, 
in addition to an annual payment of T's. 
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The closing 
item of the list is an annual payment of 
Tls. 300,000 which is forwarded in quarter- 
ly instalments to the Treasury of the Im- 
perial Household. The Viceroy and Huppo 
now report the transmission by bills of a 
sum of Tls. 160,700 as a second instalment 
of the above assessment. 


REMITTANCE FROM THE T‘AI-P‘ING CUSTOMS 
AT CANTON. 

The T‘ai-p‘ing Customs Station was 
originally required by the Board of Re- 
venue to contribute Ts 150,000 during 
the present year to the Peking Subsidy, 


Tls. 100,000 of which was subse- 
quently appropriated to the Imperial 
Household Department. Tis. 40,000 of 


the above amount have been already for- 
warded, and a further sum of Tls. 35,000 
in bills drawn upon good Canton houses 
is now being forwarded to Peking by 
an official agent, who is to have them 
cashed and the proceeds delivered to 
the Department concerned. These pay- 
ments have been advanced by the Provincial 
Treasury, to which they will be refunded 
as soon as the Customs Revenue is received 
frum the Taotai in charge of the station. 


20th June. 


THE EMPEROR'S ENGAGEMENTS DURING A 
MORNING. 


To-morrow morning at 2 o’clock the Em- 
peror leaves the Palace by the Shun-chén 
and Shén-wu Gates, and proceeding through 
the Hou Mén and the An-ting Mén, visits 
the Temple of the Earth, where he will 
perform worship at 4 a.m. These cere- 
monies having been completed, His Majesty 
will return through the An-ting Gate 
and proceed to the Yung-ho Kung, where 
he will change his dress and partake of - 
early breakfast. Thence the Imperial pro- 
cession will continue on its way to the 
Temple of the God of Fire, where His 
Majesty will burn incense, after which it 
will return through the Hou Mén, and, 
traversing the Pei-ch‘ang street, will re- 
enter the Palace by the Hsi-yiian Gate. 
On his return the Emperor will give audi- 
ence to his Ministers and proceed to the 
transaction of official business. 


APPOINTMENTS, 

Ch‘én Chao-wén and T‘an-chi are nom- 
inated principal and assistant Examiners 
respectively for the province of Kansu 
at the forthcoming triennial examina- 
tions. Similar posts in Hunan have been 
conferred upon Kao Kéng-6n and Ch‘én- 
mien, a Senior Wrangler of some years 
standing ; while for Szechuan the chief and 
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assistant Examiners are Hu P‘in-chih and 
Huang Cho-yiian respectively. 
REPAIR OF IMPERIAL TOMBS. 
Ting-an, the Imperial Military Commis- 
sioner in Manchuria, who seems to combine 
with his other duties that of exercising 
supervision over the Tombs of the ancestors 
of the present ruling family, has suggested 
that a lucky day should be chosen fur com- 
mencing the repairs of the Fu and Chao 
Mausolea, and the Imperial Bvuard of 
Astrologers has received instructions to 
select a day suitable for the purpose during 
the sixth moun of the preseut year. 


CREATION OF MILITARY AND CIVIL POSTS IN 
THE LO-HEI COUNTRY ON THE EXTREME 
FRONTIER OF YUNNAN. 


In various memorials which have appear- 
ed in the Gazette during the past two years 
the Viceroy of Yiinnan and Kueichow has 
reported the subjugation and incorporation 
into the empire of a large tract of savage- 
dom, known as the Zo Hei Shan, on the 
south-west corner of Yiinnan bordering 
upon Burma. In two memorials he now 
submits the arrangements he has made for 
establishing permanent civil and military 
administration in the district. The post 
of native administrator is to be abolished, 
and the following civil appvintments are 
to be substituted for it:—A first class 
Sub-prefect with an Archivist and two 
Deputy Magistrates. The district is full 
of malaria and extremely unhealthy, and 
as there are many administrative mea- 
sures still to be taken for the settle- 
ment of the country, it is important that 
the person selected for the post of Sub- 
prefect should have a constitution capable 
of withstanding the climate and at the same 
time possess great experience of frontier 
matters. These requirements are found in 
Li Ying-t‘ang, a native of Kiangsi, aged 54, 
who has served for many years in Yiinnan 
and has gradually risen to the position of 
Senior Department Magistrate. He is now 
holding the scting post to which he is-sub- 
stantively promoted, and he has been warm- 
ly recommended by the Financial and 
Judicial Commissioners of the province as 
a man of abundant capacity and tried 
experience. The following military posts 
have been created in the same district :— 
one Lieutenant-Colonel, two Captains, two 
Lieutenants, six Sergeants, three second 
Sergeants, six Corporals and seven 
Lance Corporals, all of whom are to 
be eligible for transfer after three years’ 
service in the district. The officer select- 
ed for the post of Lieutenant-Colonel it 
Yii-ch‘ih Tung-hsiao, a native of Yiinnan, 
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aged 44, whois at present acting in that 
capacity, and who distinguished himself 
greatly some years ago at.Pu-pa in Annam. 
No nominations have so far been made to 
the other appointments, which will be filled 
up later ‘on. 
21st June. 
MEASURES TAKEN FOR THE PACIFICATION 
OF THE LO-HFI COUNTRY. 


Tsén Yii-ying reports that on the death 
from malaria of Wéng Té-kao, the Sub- 
prefect whom he had placed in charge 
of the new department of Chén-pien in 
the Lo-hei country, he appointed as 
his successor Li Ying-t‘ang. On arriving 
at his post this officer accompanied the 
Acting Colonel Yii-ch‘ih Tung-hsiao ona 
tour of inspection through the new country. 
They took a census of the population, urged 
the people to reclaim the waste land, and 
enquired into their condition and griev- 
ances. The headmen of lower Méng-yiin 
complained that the adjacent tribe of Nan- 
cha savages continually bore them a grudge 
because they had given in their allegiance 
to China, and in order to vent their spite, 
they leagued together with the wild Ch‘ia- 
wa and made repeated raids upon Méng-yiin. 
These wild Ch ‘ia-wa were naturally a super- 
stitious and stupid people, and at sowing 
time each year they carried off human vic- 
tims, whose heads they offered as a sacrifice 
in the fields in aid of their prayers for an 
abundant harvest. They had now made Nan- 
cha their stronghold and showed greater 
ferocity even than before. Men acquainted 
with savage habits, who had been engaged 
by the Prefect and the Colonel to go and 
admonish them, had been barbarously ‘put 
to death. The Méng-yiin headmen were 
unanimously of opinion that their own 
district could enjoy no peace until the Nan- 
cha savages were exterminated, and they 
each promised to supply a number of able- 
bodied men to co-operate in this task. The 
Prefect and his colleague, finding that mat- 
ters had reached a stage when it was im- 
nassible to draw back. raised a force con- 
sisting of Imperial troups and native militia, 
and proceeded to occupy some strong posts 
in the Nan-cha country in the hope that 
this military demonstration would overawe 
the savages and effect a complete reforma- 
tion in their habits. Unfortunately, howe- 
ver, the Nan-cha savages, relying on the 
support of the wild Ch‘ia-wa, showed but 
scant respect for the Imperial troops, and 
the latter were too little removed above 
the condition of the brute creation to be 
able to understand their own interests. 
Accordingly, on the 6th March they 
sallied forth and attacked the Imperial 
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troops, but were completely defeated by 
them. The savage encampment in the Nan- 
cha country was demolished, and some 
scores of the most valiant of the natives 
were slain. ‘The Ch‘a-wa who accompa- 
nied them fled to their fastnesses in the 
hills. The season for the spring ploughing 
being close at hand, the Chinese com- 
manders did not feel justified in taking 
their troops to a distance in pursuit, but in 
the event of any further raids being made 
by the savages fresh operations will be 
commenced. Such was the report presented 
to the Viceroy, and in remarking on it he 
states that the Lo-hei and Ch‘ia-wa are 
two rescless tribes of savages on the ex- 
treme limits of the prefecture of Shun- 
ning which have been continually giving 
trouble since the reign of Chia Ch‘ing. 
The Lo-hei who border upon the settled 
districts of Chinese territory were re- 
duced to subjection the year before last, 
and being now gradually brought under the 
influence of Chinese civilisation will, it is 
hoped, remain permanently tranquil. The 
country of the wild Ch ‘ia-wa is inaccessible, 
and the people being brave and ferocious 
there will be difficulty in immediately bring- 
ing them under control. It is possible, 
however, that the impression that has been 
made upon them by the present operations 
may have the effect of keeping them toler- 
ably quiet for a time, and as soon as some 
progress has been made with the settle- 
ment of the Lo-hei country and other hill 
districts, measure will be gradually adopted 
for dealing with them also and ensuing 
permanent tranquillity among the tribes,— 
Imperial Rescript : Noted. 


22nd June. 
BAD HANDWRITING A BAR TO PROMOTION. 


A Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, 
one Yii-lien, whose name stood first on the 
list for promotion, was recently selected to 
fill a vacancy among the secretaries at the 
office of the Grand Council, caused by one 
of their number having been appointed to 
@ Taotaiship in Shansi. The Grand Secre- 
tariat has now written to the President of 
the Grand Council to say that Yii-lien is 
affected by a trembling of the hand which 
will prevent his writing with regularity and 
elegance. It is therefore proposed that his 
appointment be cancelled and the next 
officer on the list be given the post.—Ap- 
proved. 


UNWILLINGNESS TO RECEIVE PROMOTION. 

The Secretaries of the Grand Secretariat 
are eligible for promotion to a position in 
the Grand Clan Court or a certain other 


State Department. But if they vbtain this 
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promotion they find any prospects of further 
rise almost hepeless. The consequence is 
that as soon as a vacancy in the Clan Court 
occurs, the Secretaries of the Grand Secre- 
tariat hurry to ask for leave of absence, so 
that they may escape being selected; and 
though there are more than thirty of them, 
there is not one willing to take the promo- 
tion. To remedy this state of things it is pro- 
posed to make the Secretaries of the Imperial 
Clan Court eligible for certain sub-prefect- 
ships, and so do away with the existing 
stagnation. 
23rd June. 
EMPEROR OFFERS THANKS FOR RAIN. 

The Emperor announces his intention 
of proceeding on the 25th instant to the 
Ta-kao Tien to offer thanks for the rain 
which Heaven has sent in response to his 
prayers. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO THE TAO-TAI OF 
KIUNGCHOW. 


The Taotai at Kiungchow had recently 
occasion to visit Canton on public busi- 
ness. While on board the steamer he 
caught a chill, which brought on a sharp 
attack of fever and ague. He had pre- 
viously suffered much from malarial com- 
plaints during the last two years at Kiung- 
chow; and in order that he may obtain 
medical aid he requests that he may be 
allowed to remain two months in Canton. 
The Vicercy reports that he has granted 
the required leave of absence, and speaks 
in high terms of commendation of the good 
work done by the Taotai in his insular 
jurisdiction. 

A SUB-PREFECT CHARGED WITH CORRUPTION. 


The Viceroy at Canton brings a number 
of serious charges against a Sub-Prefect 
named Chin Kuei-hsing, who was recently 
in charge of the important district of Chia- 
ying Chou. During his term of office the Sub- 
Prefect was found by the Viceroy to neglect 
all important matters of business, and in 
all his reports he shows that his only object 
was his own pecuniary gain. He received 
several severe admonitions but showed no 
signs of improvement in his conduct, and 
when he knew that he would soon leave 
his post he gave free license to his servants 
to plunder the people as they pleased. On 
the day of his departure he was pursued by 
the maledictions of the people of Chia-ying, 
who stopped his boat and pelted it with 
stones. Afterwards a formal charge was 
lodged against him by gentry of good posi- 
tion living in Chia-ying Chou. They as- 


.serted that the late Sub-Prefect had been 


in the habit of constantly tining people who 
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were involved in lawsuits in his Court, 
ordering them to pay money for the benefit 
of objects or institutions of public utility. 
But when he left his post all this money 
disappeared excepting a few hundred taels 
given by him to the public library and the 
city temple. The Tuotai of the Circuit who 
was ordered to make enquiries, reported 
that not only had the Sub-Prefect been in 
the habit of inflicting arbitrary fines, but his 
servants had undoubtedly extorted money 
from the suitors under the guise of loans. 
The Sub-Prefect was therefore ordered to 

roduce two of his men for examination. 

ut instead of doing so he endeavoured to 
exculpate himself. He said that all fines 
inflicted by him were credited to the pub- 
lic accounts, and that as all the money 
received by his servants was either free 
gifts or loans, apparently they could not 
have been guilty of extortion. The Viceroy 
is very angry with the impudence and the 
lameness of these excuses. He begs that 
the Sub-Prefect may be cashiered and forced 
to produce his two servants, in order that a 
thorough investigation may be held.— 
Approved. 


SETTLERS NEAR SOOCHOW SENT HOME AGAIN. 

Last autumn a small number of strangers 
settled in the district of Hsin-yang and 
began to till some of the waste lands there. 
They were natives of distant parts of China, 
who had left the places where they were 
settled on account of the failure of the har- 
vest. As they were only a few score in 
number and they had already sown the 
land, the Magistrate of the district did 
not like to turn them out. Afterwards 
certain disreputable individuals, with an 
eye to the profits which they hoped to 
make, inaugurated a regular system of 
introducing immigrants; and the strangers 
whom they brought in spread not only 
through Hsin-yang, but also through the 
districts of T‘ai-ts‘ang, Chen-yang, Ch‘ang- 
shu and Chao-wen. The old inhabitants 
viewed the invasion with much alarm, as 
there had never before been any colonisa- 
tion of this part of the country by people 
from a distance, but the bringing of the 
wastes into recultivation had been carried 
out by the people of the locality themselves. 
The Governor of the Province therefore 
instructed certain trustworthy officers to 
take the matter in hand in conjunction with 
the local authorities. They found that the 
immigrants consisted of men originally 
from Honan and Hupeh, but who had for 
some time past been settled on deserted 
lands near Chia-hsing and Hu-chou in 
Chékiang, or near Kuang-te Chou in 
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southern An-hui; and they had migrated 
to the present locality on the invita- 
tion of the disreputable individuals above 
mentioned. They were about thirteen 
hundred in number, and were living 
in mat sheds which they had built. They 
had brought with them cattle, implements 
and seed corn, and carried no unlawful 
weapons. The Governor, seeing the danger 
of doing either too much or too little, sent 
officers to reason with them and urge them 
to return home now while the ground was 
still unsown. At the same time he sent a 
small military force into~the district to 
reassure the inhabitants. The immigrants 
proved obedient and amenable to reason. 
Those who wished to return to their original 
homes were provided with a liberal sum of 
money toenablethem to do so; andthose who 
preferred to go back to the settlements from 
which they had recently come were allowed 
todo soinstead. Theirnumbers were, all ages 
and both sexes included, nine hundred in 
Hsin-yang, one hundred and fifty in Ch‘ang- 
shu and Chao-wen, and two hundred and 
forty in T‘ai-ts‘ang and Chen-yang. Boats 
were hired and travelling expenses furnished 
for all of them; and, as they passed in 
detachments through Soochow, they were 
supplied with food. In conclusion the 
Governor requests that punishment may 
be inflicted on the individuals who for their 
private gain introduced the immigrants 
and gave them certificates to hold land.— 


Approved. 
ail 24th June. 


GOVERNOR OF CHAHAR PUNISHED. 


‘A Decree was published in the Gazette of 
the 10th June by which an official at Kalgan 
was cashiered for extortion, and orders 
were issued to the Board of War to deter- 
mine what punishment should be inflicted 
on the official’s superior, the Governor of 
Chahar, for not keeping a proper check on 
his subordinate. The Board named as the 
penalty for the Governor, the loss of three 
steps of rank and removal to another post. 
This the Emperor now commutes to the 
loss of three steps without removal from 
present office. 


PARDON OF A CONVICT IN RETURN FOR 
SERVICES RENDERED. 

Ch‘en Ching-yuan, a native of Hupeh and 
formerly an official, was convicted seven or 
eight years ago of cheating a distant cousin 
out of a considerable sum of money. The 
cousin, moreover, was so much overcome 
by grief at her loss that she took her 
own life. The offender was sentenced to 
receive a hundred blows and was banished 





to the town of T‘ai-chow Fu in Chékiang, 
where he lived under surveillance. Four 
years ago a number of members of the 
unlawful society, called the Ko-lao Hui, 
came to T'ai-chow and entered into 
a conspiracy with a robber band in the 
neighbouring town of Hsien-chii. The 
police were on the look out for their 
leaders, but could not ascertain their 
whereabouts. Ch‘en Ching-yuan however 
discovered where they were concealed, and 
by the informatiou which he gave to the 
Prefect they were arrested as they were 
arranging a rising. He afterwards joined 
the military police of the district, and by 
his skill as a spy or detective he at different 
time secured the arrest of a number of 
most important criminals, several others 
being killed in resisting capture. As he 
has rendered these valuable services and, 
moreover, he has conducted himself with 
perfect propriety during the time that he 
has been under surveillance, it is requested 
that the remainder of his sentence may be 
remitted and he may be allowed to return 
to his home. If he ever again be guilty of 
any crime, he will be liable to be punished 
with a greater decree of severity on account 
of his having committed a former offence. 
—Referred to the Board of Punishments. 


June 25th. 


SUSPECTED EMBEZZLEMENT OF STORES AT 
JEHO. 


Some time ago, (vide Gazette of 30th 
March), a memorial was published with 
reference to the suspected embezzlement 
of a quantity of government’ rice at 
Jeho. Some repairs had been executed 
at the Imperial Palace in that city, and 
the officers who superintended them sug- 
gested that, as they alleged ‘had been 
done on previous occasions, the cost 
should be paid by selling some of the 
dirty rice at the bottom of the govern- 
ment granary. Afterwards no such pre- 
cedent as alleged was discoverable, and, the 
officers being suspected of peculation, an 
official enquiry was ordered to be held. 
The result of the investigation is now pub- 
lished at great length. It appears that 
there was no embezzlement; the grain 
sold was really waste rice ; and the money 
received was applied in payment for the 
repairs. There was even a precedent for 
the course adopted; but as those con- 
cerned failed to find it and draw attention 
to it at the proper time, it is suggested 
that the Board should inflict some penalty 
upon them.—Approved. 
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26th June. 
RESISTANCE TO CHANGE OF CURRENCY IN 
KIRIN. 


A memorial from the high authorities of 
Kirin states that it has long been the prac- 
tice in the provincial capital to make 
use of irredeemable bank notes instead 
of money. The custom having proved to 
be injurious to the government, the army 
and the people alike, the memorialists 
obtained permission from the Emperor to 
put a stop to it altogether. On the pro- 
mulgation of a notice to this effect un- 
bounded j joy was manifested by the public. 
At the same time six months’ warning was 
given to those concerned, and arrange- 
ment were made for carrying out the 
change gradually. The utmost considera- 
tion was thus shown to the merchants, 
who, notwithstanding, in their greed 
and covetousness swore an oath not to 
obey. As a first step they bribed cer- 
tain unworthy gentlemen, who drew up for 
them a general petition full of bad 
arguments and concealed threats ; but the 
memorialists refused to be influenced by 
this. Finally one house, the Jui-shang 
Bank, has now suddenly closed its doors 
for no cause. Unavoidable bankruptcy is 
&@ common enough occurrence and would 
call for no special remark. But in the pre- 
sent instance the pretended insolvents had 
only four days previously received twelve 
thousand taels on account of one govern- 
ment department and ten thousand taels 
on account of another. Their action can 
therefore only be regarded as a deliberate 
swindle conceived with the object of putting 
pressure on the authorities. The enormity 
of the offence is moreover aggravated by 
the fact that they have long been the 
busiest of traders and have made immense 
profits at the expense of other people. 
The memorialists have ordered the 
prefect to imprison both the proprietors 
of the bank and their assistants, and to 
take measures to recover the moneys owed 
by them. Even if they discharge all their 
Habilities in full, they must still be pun- 
ished severely, in order that others may be 
warned by their example. It is further 
requested that one of the officers from 
whom they received the government money 
may also be made a defendant in the case ; 
in order that it may be discovered by a 
rigorous investigation whether he acted in 
collusion with them or not.—Approved. 


GUNBOATS FOR THE SUNGARI. 


The River Sungari, says the Governor of 
Kirin, runs for a thousand li through the 
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provinces of Kirin and Hei-lung Chiang, 
having on its south the cities of Petuna, 
Altchuen and Sansing in the one territory, 
and on its north Hulan and Payen-susu in 
the other. Its banks are buried in dense 
willow beds, and its waters wind through 
numerous sand banks and islands likewise 
covered with trees and bushes. These 
thickets form the haunts of robber-bands, 
which prey upon the merchants who travel 
up and down the stream in summer; and 
for want of a force of boats the authorities 
are powerless to cope with the evil. The 
new Governor of Hei-lung Chiang intends 
to take steps as soon as possible for estab- 
lishing a fleet. The memorialist for his 
part has obtained from the Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang, a copy of the regulations for 
the river gunboats in Chihli, and has altered 
them slightly so as to suit local conditions. 
He proposes to build and commission :— 

One large gunboat, armed with two guns, 
and carrying the commander of the flotilla. 

Two medium-sized gunboats, each with 
two guns, commanded by lieutenants. 

Nine small boats with one gun each, and 
& non-commissioned officer, three of them 
being attached to each of the larger ones. 

For the crews of the flotilla there will 
further be twelve steersmen, and twelve 
quartermasters, thirty gunners and one 
hundred and eight rowers. Also one pay- 
master, one secretary, two orderlies, all 
attached to the chief commander. The 
three divisions of the flotilla will have their 
head quarters at Sansing, Altchuen and 
Petuna respectively. 

Last winter two battalions of artillery 
were converted into cayalry. It is now 
proposed that one battalion should be taken 
for the flotilla instead. This will present 
no difficulty as the men are most of them 
southerners and accustomed to boat work. 
There will thus be no expense entailed by 
the scheme, beyond the mere cost of the 
boats, which will be provided from the 
provincial revenue. The boats will be re- 
paired every three years and renewed every 
nine.—Referred to the Board of War. 


27th June. 


EXPENDITURE ON TELEGRAPH LINE IN 
HEI-LUNG CHIANG. 


In 1885 Mutushan, the Military Com- 
missioner for Manchuria, recommended 
the Imperial Government to construct a 
telegraph line so as to bring the Hei-lung 
Chiang frontier in communication with the 
interior of the Empire. The Commissioner’s 
advice having been accepted, the Hei-lung 
Chiang authorities were ordered to carry 
out the scheme. They now present their 
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accounts for the cost of the telegraph posts. 
The line runs through the province for a 
distance of 1,405 li, terminating at Hei- 
lung-chen Shan. 14,050 posts have been 
provided, including side posts, and one 
spare post for every li. The money spent, 
for original cost and freight combined, 
amounts to Tls. 34,078. 

In a second paper the same memorialists 
report that the line runs also for 625 li 
through the Province of Kirin, from Kirin 
city to the neighbourhood of Petuna. For 
this section the Kirin authorities provided 
the posts, which were 4,593 in number and 
cost Tls. 7,836; the Hei-lung Chiang 
Government repaid them the amount. 


28th June. 
EXTORTION BY OFFICIAL AT KALGAN. 


An official secretary at Kalgan was re- 
cently denounced to the Throne for extort- 
ing illegal fees from the Mongols in charge 
of the government flocks and herds in 
the neighbourhood, and his superior the 
Governor of Chahar was accused at the 
same time of screening and protecting him. 
The Viceroy Li Hung-chang was therefore 
ordered by the Emperor to enquire into 
the case ; and he now reports the result of 
his investigation. 

As the Prefect of the neighbouring city 
of Hsiian-hua Fu was just going into 
Mongolia on government business, the 
Viceroy availed himself of that officer’s 
services. The Prefect visited the country 
of the herdsmen incognito, and made secret 
enquiries through Mongol-speaking Chinese 
and Chinese-speaking Mongols. He found 
that in the autumn three.years ago theSecre- 
tary in question went to inspect the govern- 
ment herds. From each chief herdsman he 
demanded a fee of Tls. 12. If any demur- 
red at paying, he ordered them to move 
their herds to a distant spot, build a 
cattle-yard there and dig a well. The 
herdsmen all begged for milder terms, and 
he at last consented to take Tls. 6.50 
instead. There being two hundred and 
sixty herds, this produced a sum of Ts. 
1,690. As soon as this was settled, the 
Secretary concluded his inspection, with- 
out ever looking at the cattle to see if they 
were in full numbers or in proper condition. 
There are four banks in Kalgan through 
which the government allowances are issued 
to the chief herdsmen. It was arranged 
that these banks should stop from the 
allowances the sums promised to the Secre- 
tary, and write off equivalent amounts 
from losses made by them to him pre- 
viously. The Prefect obtained possession 
of the books of one bank, and found three 


entries which conclusively proved that 
nearly six hundred taels had been received 
through it from the herdsmen on account 
of the Secretary. It was therefore not 
thought necessary to examine the books of 
the other banks. It further appeared that 
charges were twice lodged against the 
Secretary at the Governor's Office, and on 
the second occasion the pean through 
the bank were mentioned as proof ; but the 
Governor could not be induced to give the 
case @ fair hearing. 

The Viceroy represents that penal servi- 
tude on the Amoor frontier would be the 
proper punishment for the Secretary ; but 
if the Emperor should allow him the benefit 
of the Act of Grace published two years ago, 
he should still be cashiered without possi- 
bility of re-employment. The Governor, 
says the Viceroy, is acquitted of havin 
acted corruptly. He has always isoped 
a high reputation for honesty, and on this 
occasion he was deluded by the cunning of 
the Secretary. But for his failure to keep 
control over his subordinate or to investi- 

te thoroughly the complaints made to 

im, the Board concerned should be di- 
rected to determine an adequate penalty. 
(For Decrees vide Gazettes of June 10th 
and June 24th). 
; 29th June. 
DEATH OF TS‘EN Yii-YING, VICEROY OF 
YiiNNAN AND KUEICHOW. 

A Decree.—Ts‘én Yii-ying was a man 
endowed with a loyal and patriotic nature, 
combined with solid attainments and tried 
exverience. Asa graduate, he volunteered 
for service in the field, and during the 
Mahometan rebellion in the reigns of Hsien 
Féng and T‘ung Chih, he attracted the fa- 
vourable notice of our august predecessors 
by whom-he was gradually raised to the 
position of acting Treasurer of the province. 
Subsequently, on his promotion to the 
_ Office of governor, at a time when the 
Imperial troops were reduced in number 
and suffering from a deficient commissariat, 
the enthusiasm which he infused amongst 
the soldiers and his extraordinary skill and 
stratagem crowned the Imperial arms with 
victory and resulted in the recapture of the 
provincial capital, the restoration of order 
in Ta-li Fu and other prefectural cities, 
the total dispersion of the rebels and 
the capture of their leaders and finally in 
the pacification of the whole province. 
For these splendid services he received 
a hereditary title of nobility of the. 6th 
class. After we ourselves succeeded to the 
Throne, we raised him to the position of 
Viceroy of Yiinnan and Kueichow and 
during his tenure of this office he evinced 
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great capacity and energy in reforming the 
civil administration and improving the dis- 
cipline and training of the provincial army. 
In 1884 he marched beyond the frontiers 
at the head of an army and for his brilliant © 
exploits on this occasion -we conferred: 
upon him a further title of nobility. 
During his long residence on the ex- 
treme frontier of the Empire the Viceroy 
contracted malarial fever and last year 
while on a tour of inspection of the 
rovincial forces he had a return of a 
ormer illness, in consequence of which we 
granted him leave of absence to enable him 
to recruit his health. Only a month ago 
he struggled against his illness so far as to 
resume his official duties and we had 
hoped that a course of medical treatment 
would restore him to health and that 
we should long enjoy the benefit of his 
services. The sudden news of his death 
has moved us to the most profound 
sorrow, and we command that the 
title of Grand Tutor be conferred upon him, 
that his name be enrolled for worship in 
the Hall of Distinguished Worthies, and 
that a temple be erected to his memory in 
the capital of Yiinnan. His biography 
containing an account of his administration 
will be compiled by the State Historians, 
and we allot Tis. 1,000, to be paid from 
the Treasury of Yiinnan, as a contribution 
towards defraying his funeral expenses. All 
the penalties incurred during his career are 
hereby remitted and the Board concerned 
will memorialise us respecting the bestowal 
of posthumous honours on the deceased 
Viceroy which shall be on a scale suited to 
his exalted rank. The local authorities 
en route will make due arrangements for 
the conveyance of his remains to his native 
place. His eldest son, Tsén Ch‘un-jung, 
at present an expectant Tao-t‘ai on the 
Shansi establishment, will be raised to the 
substantive post of Tao-t‘ai as soon as a 
vacancy occurs. His second son, Ts‘én 
Ch‘un-hsii, an expectant Sub-prefect, will 
become an expectant Prefect : his third son, 
Ts‘én Ch‘un-hsiian, who was formerly a 
Secretary in the Board of Works, will be 
made an expectant Director of the 5th class 
of a Metropolitan Court, his next son Ts‘én 
Ch‘un-ming will he introduced at Court as 
soon as the period of mourning for his 
father shall have expired, while his youngest 
son, Ts‘én Ch‘un-yin, and his grandson, 
Ts‘én Té-chun will be similarly introduced 
as soon.as they have obtained years of dis- 
cretion. These commands we issue in 
token of our high regard and affectionate 
remembrance. for a loyal and devoted 
servant, 
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RECITAL OF THE SACRED EDICT IN ANHUI. 


The Governor of Anhui states that read- 
ing and explaining the Sacred Edict is one 
of the functions assigned to District Officers 
in the manual published for their guidance 
by Imperial Authority, the object being to 
enlighten the ignorant people and improve 
their morals. It was never intended that 
the ceremony should be performed in the 

rfunctory manner which is now so usual. 
. The people of the North of Anhui are 

among the most turbulent in the Empire. 


‘Last year they were inundated by the 


waters of the Yellow River, but thanks to 
the Imperial goodness they were relieved 
in their distress, and now that the breach 
in the River has been closed they have 
been once more restored to their homes. 
The present therefore seems a favourable 
opportunity for inculcating on them moral 
truths. The Governor has accordingly in- 
vited two itinerant lecturers of great repute 
for making impression upon their audiences 
to come to the province and explain to the 
poole the maxims of the Sacred Edict. 
hey have already traversed three of the 
largest prefectures and departments in the 
province and have everywhere met with 
willing listeners. This good work has been 
prosecuted at the Governor’s own expense 
and as it would have been impossible to go 
over the whole region if the old custom of 
lecturing only on the 1st and 15th of the 
month had been observed no fixed days 
have been appointed for holding the reading. 
MEDICINAL HERB FOR THE COURT. 
The Governor of Anhui acknowledges 
the receipt about 18 months ago of a 
' telegram from the Tsung-li Yamén in which 
he was instructed to procure and forward 
to Peking a supply of Yeh-chu, a wild herb 
growing in the hills of Shé Hsien, and 
used by the Court for medicinal purposes. 
He has already forwarded 40 ounces of 
it to the Imperial Household, and he 
now sends a further quantity of 36 ounces 
all of which was procured by natives of the 
district employed to go into the hills and 
gather it. 
MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO LIU CH‘ANG-YU. 
Shén Ping-ch‘éng, the Governor of 
Kuangsi, reports that the construction of 
the memorial Temple to Liu Ch‘ang-yu in 
the provincial capital, which was sanctioned 
some time ago on the application. of the 
acting Governor, Li Ping-héng, has now 
been completed and. that the tablet of 
the deceased Viceroy has been duly placed 
in the edifice. It is asked that it should 
be entered on the list of consecrated build- 
ings‘at which worship is to be offered by 
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the local authorities in the spring and 
autumn of each year.—Granted by Rescript. 
30th June. 
_ APPOINTMENTS. : 
Wang Wén-shao, a former member of 
the Tsung-li Yamén and at present Governor 
of Hunan, is appointed Viceroy of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow. T‘an Chiin-p‘ei, the Gov- 
ernor of Yiinnan, is to act as Viceroy until 
Wang Wén-shao arrives. Shao Yu-lien is 
tted Governor of Hunan and is to come 
to Peking fur audience before proceeding to 
his new post. K‘uai Té-piao, the: present 
Lieutenant Governor of Hupeh, is trans- 
ferred in a similar capacity to Formosa as 
successor to Shav Yu-lien, and his place in 
Hupeh has been conferred upon Téng Hua- 
hsi, the Judicial Commissioner of Yiinnan. 
The latter’s successor in Yiinnan is Ts‘én 
Yii-pao who is apparently a brother of the 
late Viceroy, Ts‘én Yii-ying. 

DEATH OF ONE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
TRAVELLING MISSION TO EUROPE. 
POSTHUMOUS HONOURS SOLICITED FOR HIM. 

Liu Jui-fén, Chinese Minister to England 
and France, reports the death, under pain- 
ful circumstances, of one of the members 
of the Travelling Mission to Europe, and 
requests that orders should be issued for 
the bestowal of posthumous honours to his 
On the 15th of December last 
while staying at the Chinese Legation in 
Paris the Minister received letters from 
three members of the Chinese Travelling 
Mission in London stating that one of their 
colleagues, K ‘ung Chao-ch‘ien, was suffering 
from mental derangement and had had no 
ludid intervals for several days past. His 
appearance haying undergone a great change 
they had called in a foreign doctor and only 
then learned that he had swallowed a dose 
of opium. They concluded by stating that 
every effort was being made to preserve his 
life. The following day he received another 
letter from them in which they informed him 
that the patient after taking repeated doses, 
of medicine prescribed by the foreign doctor 
had at length got rid of the opium at noon 
on the previous day, but that his mental 
condition had not improved and the loudest 
sound failed to attract his attention. The 
doctor said that his spinal column had been 
fractured for some days and gave no hope 
of his recovery. He lingered on till the 
14th ._December when he passed quietly 
away at10a.m. The deceased had stated 
to his companions that he had a pre- 
vious attack of the disease in 1885 from 
which he had recovered, but they had not 
ascertained any further particulars regard- 


.ing it. The return of the illness was, they 
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consider, brought on by the ardour with 
which he pursued his researches in Europe, 
and his anxiety to justify the confidence 

. reposed in him by his country. They 
forwarded to the Minister two foreign 
medical certificates attesting the circum- 
stances connected with his death. The 
Minister then wrote and gave directions 
for the conveyance of his remains to China 
by steamer, and asked that enquiries 
should be made as to where he had _pro- 
cured the opium. The reply which he 
received was to the effect that this opium 
was contained in a medicine chest broughs 
by the deceased from China and that hit 
remains had been sent home in the British 
steamer Ko-lun-ko-lai (sic) or the 8th of 
January last. On their arrival at Shanghai 
the Minister had directed the officers in 
chargeof the department for thetransmission 
of correspondence to take charge of the 
remains and hand them over to his relatives. 
The medical certificates and other docu- 
ments connected with the event were for- 
warded to the Tsungli Yamén. The Minister 
states that the deceased came to London in 
the early part of February 1888 and that 
from the frequent opportunities he had of 
seeing him, he had formed a high opinion 
of his intelligence, diligence and general 
aptitude. for the work on which he was 
engaged. He had travelled through Scot- 
dand and Ireland, and it is submitted that his 
case is one for the bestowal of posthumous 
honours. 

In a postecript, the Minister explains 
the:delay which has occurred in presenting 
this memorial. He had asked the Tsungli 
Yamén to make a representation to the 
‘Throne on the subject, but in a telegraphic 
wepky they informed him that the state- 
ment should emanate from himself.—Re- 
ferred to the consideration of the Board. 


APPLICATION FROM THE GOVERNOR OF 

KUEICHOW FOR PERMISSION TO RETIRE. 

P‘aa Wei, the Governor of Kueichow, 
states that he has suffered severely from 
dysentery every summer since he went to 
the province. He has already received two 
periods of furlough and only recently re- 
turned to duty to er ape the arrange- 
ments connected with the opening of mines. 
The machinery from Europe made its 
journey up the rapids in safely and has all 
arrived at its destination. Furnaces have 
been set up and there is every prospect of 
procuring an abundant supply of iron. At 
the same time, the Governor’s health has 
been gradually getting worse and is such as 
to cause him grave apprehension for the 
future. His memory is gone, his gait un- 
steady and he is beset with countless ills. 
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He would therefore ask permission to be 
allowed to seek rest aud repose in retire- 
ment from public duties.—Granted two 
months’ leave. 

RETENTION OF PREFECT TO SUPERINTEND 

MINING ARRANGEMENTS IN KUEICHOW. 

The Prefect of Chén-yiian in Kueichow 
having been ordered to Peking for audience, 
the Governor asks that he- should be re- 
tained in the province for the present and 
adduces the following reasons in support 
of his application. The district ruled by the | 
Prefect closely adjoins Ch‘ing-hsi where the 
iron mines are being opened. His long ex- 
perience of the province makes the Prefect a 
very competent superintendent of. the ar- 
rangements connected with the enterprise, 
which could not well be suddenly entrusted 
to another.—Granted by Rescript. 


APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE CENSORATE, 


Ch‘i Shih-ch‘ang, the President of the 
Censorate, states that his father, the late 
Grand Secretary, Ch‘i Chiin-tsao, has 
been dead for over twenty years and that 
during all that time he only been 
able to pay two visits to his grave, 
the last of which took place over ten years 
ago. ‘His own eldest zon is dead, and his 
only other son is too young to attend ta 
family concerns. His other relatives in 
Shansi are all either too young or too stupid 
to be entrusted with the duty. He there- 
fore applies for four months’ leave of absence 
to enable him to repair the family cemetery. 
—Decree previously issued. 

Ist July. 
: APPOINTMENTS, 

Haii Chih-hsing is gazetted Senior Vice- 
President of the Censorate, and the appoint- 
ment of Salt Intendant in Fukien has been 
conferred upon Lung Hsi-ch‘ing. 

July 2nd. 

MILITARY REWARDS FOR THE CAPTURE 

OF BRIGANDS. 

The Censor Liu En-p‘u remarks that 
the capture of-brigands forms one of the 
most important duties of the local authori- 
ties-everywhere, and adds that where their 
numbers or power make their capture by 
the local authorities a matter of difficul- 
ty, the resources at the disposal of the 
latter ought to be supplemented .by thé 
military force. As, however, the mi- 
litary authorities are not likely to display 
any great alacrity in the matter unless they 
ean count on rewards for their exertions, he 
suggests that in ten districts and depart- 
ments enumerated by him in Honan, Shan- 
tung and Anhui which have lung been 
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eclebrated as haunts of criminals of this 
claes, the capture of notorious brigands 
should entitle the military authorities to 
rewards on the same scale as services in 
the field. — Decree separately issued. 

: OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 

K'‘uei Chiin, Chief Justice of Fukien, 
had audience yesterday and received 
instructions before returning to his post. 
Prince Ch‘ing has been granted five days’ 
leave of absence, and Lung Msi-ch‘ing 
returns thanks for his appointment as Salt 
Intendant of Fukien. . 
CAPTURE OF THE LEADER OF A SECRET SOCIETY 

IN FUKIEN. 

The Governor-General at Foochow states 
that the prefecture of Hsing-hua has long 
been the seat of two Secret Sucieties 
known respectively as the Black and 
White Flags, for whose suppression Im- 
perial instructions were formerly issued. 
The head of the latter of these societies 
was a notorious rebel of the P‘u-t‘ien 
district who, at the head of a large follow- 
ing had long escaped the meshes of the law. 
So powerful was he that the people were 
afraid to inform against him and the troops 
had not the courage to attempt his arrest. 
Four years ago he proceeded to a neigh- 
bouring village and completely sacked and 
burnt the house of a man named Kuo, 
against whom he had a grudge, and ended 
by killing the man himself and carrying 
off his wife and children. Last year, he 
and another member of the Society kid- 
napped some woinen and girls, and his 
accomplice having been arrested, he gathered 
together a number of men and effected his 
rescue, and being subsequently attacked 
by the military authorities he offered a 
stubborn resistance, killed one of the 
soldiers and made his escape. He then 
established another Suciety which he de- 
dicated to the God of Thunder. Orders 
having been given for his arrest and rewards 
offered to the military authorities, he was 
by means of spies entrapped into an ambus- 
eade and captured after a desperate fight 
in which he killed three of the soldiers. 
He himself was summarily decapitated and 
four of his confederates are to be separately 
dealt with, while a number of others who 
were forced to join his cause are to be dis- 
charged without punishment. The authori- 
ties concerned are recommended for various 
forms of reward for having freed the coun- 
try from such a source of danger. 

: 3rd July. 
CASE OF RARE AND MURDER OF THREE GIRLS 
IN KIANGSI. 

The following case of the kidnapping 

and murder of three girls is reported by the 
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Governor of. Kiangsi. The offenders. were 
three men named Li Yu-ching, Chung Yitan- . 
ying and Chung Yuan-ho, residents in the. 
district of Hsing-kuo. The first was a. 
roving soldier who had been dismissed from. 
the army when serving in Fukien, the 
second kept a shop for the sale of incense. 
and candles, and the third was a barber 
by trade. In the same neighbourhood. 
thore lived three girls who had been brought 
up in a family bearing the surname of Yeh. 
with a view to becoming the future wives 
of the sons of their foster parents. The 
three men, meeting together one day,, 
talked, as is the custom of all criminals in 
the Gazette, of their poor prospects in their 
respective callings, and agreed, at the sug- 
gestion of Li, who had experience of Fukien 
during his military career there, to start a 
acheme for kidnapping girls and taking 
them for sale to Ting Chou in that pro- 
vince. A few days after this compact had 
been entered into, Li Yu-ching happened - 
to come across the three girls be- 
longing to the Yeh household as they were 
engaged in gathering wild herbs, and 
entered into conversatien with them, in the 
course of which he persuaded them to 
accompany him to Ting Chou, where they 
were to enter the house of a wealthy gentle- 
man who would provide them with all they 
could desire in the way of food and clothing. 
He took the girls:to the shop kept by 
his associate, Chung Yiian-ying, and it was 
decided that they should for the moment 
be placed in hiding in the upper storey of 
the building. Some difficulties having arisen 
with the owner of the premises, the girls. 
were carried off to a mountain recess where 
they were ravished by the men in turn. 
In the meantime, the Yeh family were 
searching everywhere for the missing mem- 
bers of their household, and to escape dis- 
covery, the men thought it prudent to re- 
move with their victims to a cave in the hills. 
still further away from human habitation. 
To obviate the suspicion that would attach: 
to them if they were met by anyone on, 
their way there, the barber shaved the: 
head of one of the girls who was dressed in. 
a boy’s costume. The Yeh family prose-- 
cuted their search with great vigour, 
stationed a guard on the high road to Ting 
Chou, and invoked the assistance of all the 
neighbouring villages to help them in scour: 
ing thehills. Seeing that their position was 
becoming desperate, the men determined 
to murder their vietims and throw their 
bodies into a pond in order to create the 
impression that they had drowned them- 
selves. Stopping the mouths of the girls 
with cotton wool, they took them one after 
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the other, pressed them to the ground with 
their knees end beat them with sticks on 
the abdomen till. they were dead. After 
obliterating the blood stains on their per- 
sons, two of the men returned home, leavin; 
the third to keep watch in the cave, an 
procured a supply of poles and ropes to en- 
able them to remove the bodies. The wife 
of one of the murderers who was gathering 
fire wood in the hills happening to pass the 
cave the following day at noon, looked in 
and saw the three corpses and returned in 
a state of great alarm to the village, but 
did not for the moment disclose what she 
had witnessed. That night by the light of 
the moon the three bodies were carried 
some distance and thrown into a, pool of 
water. The men had scarcely separated 
before they were arrested and brought to 
trial. They have been all condemned to 
decapitation, with exposure of the head, 
under the law applicable to cases ef rape 
and murder committed by a number of 
men together. 
FAMINE RELIEF IN SHANTUNG, 

The Viceroy at Nanking refers to a 
telegram which:he received some time ago 
from the Taotai at Chefoo. making an 
application for funds to aid in relieving the 
distress,in Ch ‘ing Chou, Li-ching, and other 
districts. He immediately telegraphed to 
the Acting Governor. of Kiangsu, and 
instructed him to forward a sum of Tls. 
30,000 from the funds in the Treasury at 
Soochow, which had been contributed for 
relief purposes in Kiangsu by the provinces 
of Kansu and Shensi. Repayment was to 
‘be made by Shantung in yearly instal- 
ments spread over four years. This 
remittance, however, having proved insufli- 
cient to meet the emergency: of the case, 
the Viceroy telegraphed to the Taotai at 
Shanghai, directing him to forward to 
Shantung a further sum of Tia, 20,000, 
which was the amount received in payment 
of an old debt by the Shanghai Customs 
from the China Merchants’ Company. This 
sum, which was transmitted by steamer to 
Shantung, was to be considered as a free 
contribution from Kiangsu towards the 
relief of distress in the former province. 

CHANGE OF TAOTAI AT CHINKIANG. 

The Viceroy at Nanking reports that 
Huang Tsu-lo, who was appointed some 
months ago Taotaiat Chinkiang, has arrived 
in the province, and has received instruc- 
tions to take up his new post. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS FAMINE RELIEF IN 
. KIANGSU. © 
eo ‘distress which prevailed. last 
iangsu and Anhui, the Viceroy 
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obtained a special edict from the Throne 
authorising him, by way of encouraging 
subscriptions towards famine relief, to offer 
titles of honour, decorations, and various 
other forms of reward, to donors of large 
amounts, and he issued, a circular in this 
sense to all the provinces. Wang Wén- 
taai, a member of the Hanlin, who was 
formerly Literary Chancellor of Hupeh, 
subscribed a sum of Tls. 500, and though 
he doves not wish his name to be mentioned 
as a subscriber, still the Vicervy cannot 


allow the act to pass unnoticed. The donor 


of a similar sun in Honan received 5th 
class rank, and it is suggested that the same 
honour should be conferred upon Wang 
Wén-taai.— Approved. 


6th July. 


IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FAMINE 
RELIEF IN SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung gives a long 
list of large sums of money received froni 
variuus sources for the benefit of the starv- 
ing people in the province under his admin- 
istration. There were Tls. 20,000 which 
came from the Viceroy at Nanking. This 
money was forwarded by steamer to Chefvo 
and was handed to the Customs Taotai there 
for distribution among the sufferers. Ts. 
20,000 were sent by the Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang, and a similar sum by the Viceroy 
at Canton. The Governor of Formosa 
presented Tls. 3,000 from himself, and 
Tls. 4,000 from other persons. Lin Wei- 
quan, a high official at Peking, contributed 

Is. 3,000. Wu Ta-ch‘éng and the Gov- 
ernor of Honan together furnished a sum 
of Tls. 50,000 from fands in their hands, 
which they gave for distribution to Yen 
Tso-lin of the Kiangsu charitable society. 
From the two Governors of Peking there 
arrived Tls. 10,000. Also the Taotai at 
Chefoo reported the receipt of contribu- 
tions raised in Kiangsu to the amount of 
Tis. 80,000, which were placed in the hands 
of Yen Tso-lin and his friends for use in 
the East of Shantung. The same officer 
also received from Jen Hsi-chen, Taotai in 
Kiangsu, Tls. 25,000 contributed by Chi- 
nese and foreign merchants. In addition 
to this, money was also brought into the 
province by Englishmen, which they 
administered themselves. The memorialist 
was informed by the Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang that Tls. 15,000 were raised by 
certain gentlemen of Tientsin, who under- 
took also to give it’ away. Lastly the 
officials in Peking of Shantung origin raised 
among themselves Tls. 17,000, which they 
remitted to Shantung. The memorialist 
recommends to the notice of Bis Majesty 
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both the distinguished generosity of the 
donors of these large sums, and the 
arduous labours of those who under- 
touk to superintend the giving of the 
relief. When he has been able to ascertain 
exactly the names of the contributors, he 
will petition the Emperor to bestow upon 
them some marks of his favour. 


THE GREAT FIRE IN SZECHUAN. | 


. The Viceroy Liu Ping-chang states that 
on the 12th of last April a great fire occurred 
at the town of Lu Chou in Szechuan. A 
high wind was blowing, aud the flames 
spread to the buildings inside the walls. 
When next morning the conflagration was 
extinguished it was found that three thou- 
sand houses had been destroyed, and be- 
tween ten and twenty thousand lives lost. 
A sum of Tls. 19,000 has been raised from 
public and private sources, and devoted 
to the support of the sufferers. 

The Emperor's rescript desires the 
memorialist to take care that there are 
funds enpugh provided to relieve distress, 
and that the poor are not forced to leave 
their homes. i 


Tth July. 


ORDERS EXECUTED BY NANKING SILK 
FACTORY. ; 

The outgoing Superintendent of the Im- 
perial Silk Factory at Nanking reports 
that at the time of the Emperor's Mar- 
riage he was: desired by the Buard of 
Works to provide 11,300 pieces of coloured 
silk. The Board of State Music on the 
same occasion indented upon him for 
materials to make 228 satin robes of 
various qualities and colours. The execu- 
tion of these orders cost Tis. 47,495 and 

“Tis. 8,445, respectively. The funds were 
provided, on his addressing the local Viceroy, 
from the revenue of the Salt Commissioner 
at Huai-an. 

In a subsequent Memorial the same 
officer states that last March a further 
indent was made upon him by the Imperial 
Household for a quantity of silk and satins 
required by His Majesty for giving away 
as presents. ‘I'he Memorialist was allowed 
a period of four months for the completion 
of the work. But having proceeded with 
all possible haste to buy the materials and 
then have them dyed and woven, he has 
been able already to finish all the articles 
of satin comprised in the indent. These 
were 200 small and 200 large pieces of 
‘ eight-thread’ satin, and 100 large and 400 
small pieces of ‘five-thread’ satin. They 
have been securely packed and forwarded 
by sea to Peking. ; fa 
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him.— A pproved. 


—__— 
PARRICIDE IN SHANTUNG, 


At the end of last year a man living in 
the district of Yeh Hsien in Shantung, 
hearing that his sun wished to sell a piece 
of land and spend the money, rebuked him 
sternly and forbade the proceeding. The son 
answered his father back, upon which 
the latter went up to him and struck him. . 
The son retaliated with a blow from a hoe, 
from the effects of which the father died 
about ten days afterwards. The affair had 


. already been reported to the magistrate 


and when the death occurred, fresh in- 
formation was bruught to him and an 
inquest held. The son, however, had abs- 
conded immediately after the quarrel, and 
his place of concealment has not been dis- 
covered. The Magistrate left his post and 
went into mourning a few days after the 
death of the man. But in view of the 
heinuvusness of the crime committed, the 
Governor thinks that the Magistrate should 
not be allowed to go unpunished for his care- 
lessness in letting the criminal escape. It 
is therefore requested that the Board may 
determine a penalty to be inflicted upon 


8th July. 
TRIAL OF AN OFFICER IN HONAN. 


The Governor of Honan reports the sen- 
tences passed by him upon an officer and 
his son who were convicted of having com- 
mitted very serious crimes. The elder 
prisoner was a subaltern officer in the Im- 
perial Guards, but had retired from active 
service on the ground of ill health, and 
was living in his native district in Honan. 
He had two sons, the younger prisoner and 
another man, both of whom were formerly 
military graduates, but had been dismissed 
on account of their overbearing conduct to 
their fellow villagers. In the adjoining 
district lived another man of the saine sur- 
nsme as the officer and an intimate friend of 
his, but belonging to an entirely different 
family. Thisman, Wang Hu-pien by name, 
was a member of an unlawful society and was 
guilty of several acts of open violence and 
extortion, robbing his neighbours by force. ~ 
Two of them laid charges against him at 
the Magistrate’s office and a warrant was 
issued fur his arrest. The pursuit becoming 
hot, he took refuge in the house of the 
officer, who as an old friend could not refuse 
to aid jn concealing him. The authorities 
obtained intelligenee of his place of con- 
cealment, and employed a. native of the 
village to act as aspy. By this man’s skill 
the fugitive was lured from his place of 
concealment and arrested during the ab- 


. Bence of the officer and his sous. When 





the two sons were returning home they 
were met by tle way by the present and 
the former tipao of the village, who told 
them what had happened. Enraged at 
what the spy had dune, they determined 
immediately to give him a thrashing, and 
induced the tipacs to assist them. Gving 
tu the house where the man was, they 
dragged him into the street and: reviled 
him. He reviled them back, upon which 
they beat him. The younger sun and one 
tipae struck him with cudgels, and their 
evmpanions finally stabbed him in the lower 
part of the body, causing his death. His 
mother complained to the Mayistrate, who 
arrested the officer, but the four men im- 
mediately concerned escaped and hid them- 
selves. Afterwards the younger sun came 
of his own accord and delivered himself 
up. Meanwhile the original prisoner, the 
friend named Wang Hu-pien, had been 
rescued by force on his way to prison 
by an armed party of his secret assv- 
ciates. The officer and his son having been 
tried with due formality, the Governor 
proceeds to pass sentence on them. He 
tinds that the offence of the officer is less 
grave than that of harbouring robbers and 
. sharing their plunder ; but it comes under 
the head of knowingly concealing a crimi- 
nal, for which he is liable to punishment 
lighter by one degree than that to be in- 
flicted on the man concealed. As that in 
the present case is death, the officer is 
sentenced to penal servitude on the Amvor 
_ froutier. The son is guilty of conspiring 
to assault and actually of committing an 
assault. But he did not conspire to murder, 
nor were the blows inflicted by him the cause 
of the man’s being killed. He therefore 
escapes the death penalty, and is also 
sentenced to penal servitude. But as the 
evidence of the other offenders might pre- 
sent the case in a different light, the two 
prisoners will be retained in prison on.the 
spot for a certain time, in case any of the 
others may be arrested.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 
9th July. 
CONVEYANCE OF TREASURE FROM PEKING TO 
YELLOW RIVER. 

The two Governors of Peking present a 
memorial requesting that some reward may 
be conferred on the officers who took charge 
of the treasure sent from the Board of 
Revenue te Honan for the repair of the 

t breach in the embankment of the 
ellow River. The year before last there 
were forwarded by the Board on separate 
occasions two sums of Tis. 2,000,000, and 
Tie. 729,000. Last year there were 
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sent Tis. 160,000, and Tis 120,000. 
All this money was despatched from 
Peking im carts furnished by the Magis- 
trates of the two Peking Districts, and was 
placed in charge of officers deputed for the 
purpose by the meniorialista themselves.. 
On its arrival at Pao-ting Fu it was taken 
over by officers appointed by the provincial 
government of Chihli, These latter esoort- 
ed it to its destination, where it arrived 
speedily without mishap. It is therefore 
requested that all the officers may receive 
sume reward.—Decree issued previously. 


DEVOTION OF A LADY TO HER HUSBAND AND 
HER MOTHER. 

A Prefectural secretary in Honan was 
married to a lady, the daughter of another 
official. Twelve years ago when travelling 
on duty he fell ill and died at an inn. His 
widow, who at the time was staying with 
her mother, was inconsolable at his loss 
and determined to take her own life. 
But her mother succeeded in dissuading 
her, saying that she was the only sup- 
port that remained to the old lady, as 
of her two ‘brothers one was dead and 
the other was but a boy. For twelve 
years therefore she remained with her 
mother, attending on her and earning 
money for her by needlework. At last 
the old lady died, when the daughter im- 
mediately began to refuse food, and then 
procured poison with which she ended her 
life. The Governor of the province requests 
that the Emperor will order the erection of 
& monument in memory of such marked 
affection and filial piety.—Decree issued 


previously. 
July 10th. 
No documents of interest. 
July 11th. 


ROBBERY OF A PAWNSHOP AT PEKING. 


There has’ recently occurred at Peking a 
serious case of burglary, which has caused 
the Emperor to. order that fresh arrange- 
ments be made for the policing of the city. 
An account of the robbery is given in a 
memorial presented by Fu-k‘un, Minister 
Superintendent of the Metropolitan Gen- 
darmerie. One night a party of soldiers and 
police were patrolling the suburbs of the 
city. When in the vicinity of the Chan-i 
Men, or South East Gate, they discovered 
that a burglary was being committed on the 
premises of a pawnbroker. They attempt- 
ed to seize the robbers, but the latter 
offered a violent resistance, firmg u 
them from the top of the house. At last 
the besieged made a sortie and fled, dis- 
chargiug their pistols in the face: of the 
suldiers and carrying off a portion of their 
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booty. A hot pursuit ensued, in which 
several of the suldiers received gunshot 
wounds. At last the robbers reached a 
thicket, where they were lost in the dark- 
ness, with the exception of one man who 
was captured, as well asa bag half full of 
jewellery, sume ammunition and a rope 
ladder, A dead man was afterwards 
found at the pawnbroker’s shep. It 
was discovered from the prisoner that 
this man had fallen from the wall and 
broken his leg. As he was unable to flee 
with the others, they had cut his throat to 
prevent him from being taken prisoner 
alive and forced to give information against 
them. Both of the officers in charge of the 
soldiers, and six of the men were wounded. 
The latter have received a gratuity from 
the memorialist, who requests the Emperor 
to sanction the bestowal of a reward on the 


officers. 
12 July. 
VALUE OF MISSING COPPER MADE 
GOOD. 

Some years ago an officer named Lin 
Hai was placed in charge of a government 
copper office at Po-se in Kuangsi for the 
purpose of attending to the transmis- 
sion of the article to Peking. When 
he relinquished his -post it was found 
that there was a deficiency of 14,000 
pounds in. the copper which passed 
through his bands. At -the same time 
the official manager of the Tung-ch‘uan 
mines accused him of frandulently selling 
&@ quantity of the metal. He requested 
leave to goto his home in Kuangtung in 
erder to raise money s0 as to be able to 
make good the deficit to the government. 
Permission having been refused, he sud- 
denly disappeared. The Governor at Can- 
ton was therefore ordered by the Emperor 
to arrest him and send him to Yunnan. 
He has now returned of his own accord 
and has paid over the full value of the 
fourteen thousand pounds missing: He 
has since been tried for embezzlement in 
the Court of the prefect of Yunnan Fu. 
It there appeared from his evidence, 
that while he was in charge of the 
office at Po-se; ill health prevented him 
from always looking after his work in per- 


YUNNAN, 


son ; and all the officers who drew copper |. 


from his stock for transmission to Peking 
were in the habit of taking a little more 
than the proper amount in order that they 
might not risk making short deliveries when 
they reached their destination. It thus 
game about that finally he was left with a 
large deficiency. When leave of absence was 
refused to him, he went away without it, 
only because he had no other: possibility of 
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raising funds to meet. his liability. The 
story of his having sold copper appeared to 
have risen in this wise. A merchant of the 
same surname as himself was building a 
house in Po-se, and in levelling the ground 
for the foundations dug up a quantity of 
old copper, which he melted down and sold.. 
It was bought by an agent of the Tung- 
ch‘uan manager aforesaid, who was in the 
habit uf thus procuring supplies for Peking 
when the out-put at the mines: was short, 
Believing from the identity of the names 
that the merchant was a relation of the 
otticer, and knowing of the deficiency in the 
copper at the transmissiun office, the 
manager came to the conclusion that the ° 
otticer had been fraudulently selling the 
metal, and therefure reported him to the 
higher authorities. These facts having 
been established at the trial held in the 
Prefect’s Cuurt, and the officer having made 
good the value of the copper lust by him, 
the Yunnan Government requests that he 
may reinstated in his former rank of 
which he had been geprived.— Approved. 
‘DEATH OF TS‘EN Yii-YING. ‘ 

An Imperial Decree published in these 
columns has already noticed the death of 
the late Viceroy of Yunnan and Kueichou. 
The memorial reporting his decease is now 
inserted in the Gazette. The late Viceroy, 
says the memorialist, was originally of @ 
very strong constitution, but ever since his 
return from the Tongking campaign some 
years ago, he was subject to constantly 
recurring attacks of malarial fever. After 
the conclusion of the leave of absence 
granted to him last spring he continued ta 
perform his official duties without sparing 
himself. Latterly he began to suffer from 
exhaustion coupled with a slight difficulty 
in walking. At last his mind became hazy ; 
the medicine which he took was of no avail, 
and he died on the sixth of June. The 
sad occurrence was immediately telegraphed 
by the memorialist to the Tsung-li Yamén 
for His Majesty's taformation. His death- 
bed address to the Emperor has been 
received from his family and forwarded by 
courier to Peking. He leaves five sons 
living, and seven grandsons. 

13th July. 
DISTRESS IN SHANTUNG—RELIEE MEASURES 
NO LONGER REQUIRED.. 

The Governor of Shantung presents a 
menorial, in which, in obedience to an 
Imperial Decree, he briefly describes the 
measures adopted since the date of his last 
memorial less than a couple of months ago. 
On the 15th of June he received an Im- 


* perial Decree transmitted through the Grand 


: : 


Council in which the Emperor after refer- 
ring to the grain and money contributions 
that had been. forwarded for the relief 
of distress in Shantung, signitied his desire 
to be infurmed frum time to time as to 
the manner in which they had been 
distributed. His Majesty further com- 
manded that the grain in all the district 
granaries should be ground and honestly 
distributed in all the regions suffering from 
distress. The Governor in reply states that 
in many places the gentry and officials have 
already tiuished the work of distribution 
and that in others the surplus funds are 
atill being used to assist the very pour who 
‘ are however not in absolute distress. For- 
tunately in over 60 departments and 
districts in the south-west of the province 
there has beenan average goud wheat harvest 
which has proved a great boon. In the 
north-east, however, in the neighbourhood 
of Hu-ting there has been a want of rain, 
and the harvest is poor. The local author- 
ities have themselves in every instance 
carefully superintended the relief opera- 
tions and it will be their duty to continue 
this supervision and see that the funds are 
not misapplied. The Governor regrets to 
say that-the store of grain in the district 
granaries has not been fully replenished 
since the rebellion. Through the exertions 
of a late Governor 708,000 piculs of grain 
were collected for charitable purposes and 


mc .in charge of the gentry in the various . 


istricts of the province. 152,000 piculs of 
this had, however, been used, and when 
the price of grain rose during the scarcity 
prevailing last spring, orders were issued 
to the district officers to employ the re- 
mainder of it in the relief of distress. In 
Ch‘ang-ch‘ing and 63 other districts and 
departments 357,800 piculs were thus dis- 
tributed, leaving an available balance of 
about 198,000 piculs. The state of the 
province is as quiet and peaceful as usual 
and furnishes no reasons for anxiety on the 
part of the Emperor.—Reseript : Noted. 


FUNDS FOR THE IMPERIAL MAUSOLEA. 


The officers in charge of the department 
invested with the control of the Imperial 
Mauaolea asked that they should be em- 
powered to call upon the Salt Office at 
Ch‘ang-lu to make immediate repayment 
of outstanding arrears due to them. They 
explain that their revenue is derived from 
the rent of land and interest upon capital 
lent and that for many years past payments 
have not been made in full, or with re- 
gularity. Two years ago the Treasurer of 
Chihli was ordered to remit to them Tls. 


5,000 but he only sent Ts. 2,892, Some 
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extraordinary calls have recently been madv 
upon the department. Last year the re- 
mains of Lady Cheng, the second con- 


sort of Tao Kuang, had to be removed to. 


the Eastern Tombs, and this year much 
expense has been entailed by repairing the 
Mausoleum of another Imperial Consort, 
for all of which there are no available funds. 
Since 1873 the arrears due from the Ch‘ang- 
lu Salt Department have accumulated to 
over Tls. 13,000 and it is asked that it 
should be required to furward at least four 
or five thousand taels of this amount at 
once, . ; 
BLUNDER IN A MEMORIAL, 


Fang Ju-i, who was recently promoted 
to be Judicial Commissioner of Kiangsi, 
resented, on arriving at Peking for au- 
ience, a complimentary memorial to the 
Throne, the outer covers of which were 
found to have been previously used and 
to be inscribed with characters on the 
reverse side. For this extraordinary piece 
of blundering he was handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 


SETTLEMENT OF AN APPEAL CASE IN HONAN. 

Ch‘éng Ch‘ung-hsin, a native of the Ché- 
ch‘uan department+in Honan, bought ten 
years ago 23 piculs of sesamum from a 
neighbour named Sung Shih-lung, and 
having no ready money, asked his brother- 
in-law Hu Héng-jung to become security 
for him for 250 tiao, the price of the article. 
Interest was to be paid at the rate of 36 
per cent. and the whole debt was to be 
repaid in nine months. Ch‘én lost on the 
transaction and when the time for pay- 
ment arrived, he was unable to meet 
his liabilities which now amounted to 317 
tiao. He accordingly made over his farm 
of 7 mu to his creditor for 277 tiao, 
leaving a balance of 40 tiao still due. 
Ten tiao of this Sung remitted on the con- 
dition that the remainder should be paid in 
two months. Ch‘én did not inform his 
family of the sale of the land and when 
harvest time came round, his father pro- 
ceeded to reap the crop. To this Sung 
naturally objected and a lawsuit ensued, 
the result of which was that 20 tiao of the 
debt was struck out and a decree issued for 
the discharge of the remaining ten tiae. 
The Ch‘én family refused to accept this 
arrangement and entered upon a fresh 
course of litigation. Hu Héng-jung, who had 
gone to Shansi in the meantime, was wanted 
as a witness, and the policemen who were 
sent to search for him, suspected that he 
was still at home and entered the house in 
hopes of finding him. His mother, a frail and 
sickly old woman, was so startled by their 
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appearance that she slipped and fell, sus- 
taining injuries which resulted in her death 
a few days later. Nothing would persuade 
Hu Héng-jung that his mother had ‘met 
her death by fair means, and he lodged a 
complaint containing a purely imaginative 
account of the incident in the local court 
and eventually carried an appeal to Peking 
whence his case was sent back to Honan 
for trial. The above facts, as elicited at 
the further examination, shew that his 
action was influenced by affection for his 
mother, and he has therefore only been 
sentenced to the slight punishment of 80 
blows for bringing an unfounded action. 
Though the policemen are not responsible 
for the death of the woman yet as it was 
indirectly caused by their entrance into the 
house they are each to receive 80 blows and 
two months of the cangue. 


14th July. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM SZECHUAN FOR REPAIR 
OF BREACH IN YELLOW RIVER. 


The Viceroy of Szechuan reports that 
during the 14th month in which the system 
for the sale of official rank has been en- 
forced, 20 titles and decorations were in 
all disposed of from which Tls. 1,196 
was realised, exclusive of Tls. 17.94 re- 

resenting maintenance allowance for the 

oard of Revenue. 


REVIEW OF TROOPS IN CHENG-TU FU. 

The Viceroy of Szechuan, the Tartar 
General at Ch‘éng-tu Fu and the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Province present 
a joint memorial in which they report the 
result of a Review of the troops in the pro- 
vincial capital. Ten battalions were mar- 
shalled in the Parade Ground and arranged 
into companies according to the old and new 
formation.. They marched with the utmost 
precision and showed great skill in volley 
firing and in the use of the shield and 
spear. In archery, the average was over 
eighty per cent. and their performance 
with the rifle almost reached the same high 
standard. The most meritorious received 
rewards in presence of their comrades and 
a few who were somewhat rusty in their 
drill were given a certain time in which to 
make good their defects. The forces in the 
capital naturally form a model for imitation 
throughout the whole province, and it is 
essential that they should be maintained in 
& perfect state of organisation. 


CHANGE OF CHIEF JUSTICE IN HUNAN. 


Sun Yi-mou, the Financial Commissioner 
of Hunan, who was also acting as Chief 
Justice for the province died on the-19th 
of May last and his place in the latter office 
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is being temporarily filled by Lii Shih-t‘ien, 
the Grain Intendant, who. has served in 
different capacities for over 20 years in the 
province. : 
15th July. 
APPOINTMENT. 
Wan P‘ei-yin is gazetted Taotai of the 
Yung ting River in Chihli. 
OFFICER RECOMMENDED FOR THE POST 
OF TAOTAI OF THE CH‘IN@ HO. 


Liu Shu-t‘ang, the’ Intendant of the 
Ch‘ing Ho having been promoted to be 
Chief Justice of Kiangsu, Li Hung-chang 
submits a Memorial regarding the appoint- 
ment of his successor. The incumbent of 
the post lives in the provincial capital and 
rules over two prefectures and five indepen- 
dent departments with control over river 
administration. It is therefore necessary 
that the officer holding the post should 
possess ‘not only administrative talent of a 
high order, but that he should also have 
experience of river works. The only offi- 
cer of the necessary rank in the province 
who combines all these qualities is the ex- 
pectant Taotai P‘an Chiin-té, an Anhui 
man, who has done excellent service: for 
the past ten years in the Arsenal at Tien- 
tsin and who has acquired an intimate 
knowledge of the machinery used in river 
works in Europe. During the present 
year he superintended the conveyance 
of the steam launches and railway car- 
riages sent to Peking and he is now in 
charge of the Naval School recently estab- 


‘lished at the Lake near Wan Shou Shan. 


His previous services in instructing the 
Peking Field Force in the manufacture of 
gunpowder, in superintending the construc- 
tion of the Mausoleum for the late Em- 
press, and in many other fields of useful- 
ness have been frequently acknowledged, 
and when Prince Ch‘un’ made his tour 
of inspection to Tientsin, His Highness 
brought him to the special notice of the 
Throne for his efficient management of the 
Tientsin Arsenal.— Referred to the considera- 
tion of the Board. 


16th July. 
No papers of interest. 
17th July. 
OFFICIAL CHANGES IN SHANSI. 

Shén Chin-hsiang, Intendant.of the Chi 
Ning Circuit in Shansi, having been: pro 
moted to be Judicial Commissioner of 
Hunan, the acting governor of the former 
province submits a recommendation re- 
specting the appointment of his successor: 
The Intendancy includes four prefectures 
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and three independent departments, and 
the multifarious nature of the duties de- 
mands the presénce of an officer of ex- 
ceptional energy and ability. The officer 
selected for the post is the present 
Prefect of T‘ai-yiian Fu, a Chékiang man 
who has served for nearly a quarter of 
century in Shansi, and combines with an 
intimate knowledge of the country admi- 
nistrative abilities of a very high order. 
Previous to his advancement, Shén Chin- 
hsiang was acting Judge of the province 
and his functions in that capacity are to 
be temporaril f sip trae by an expectant 
Taotai, pamed u Ch‘i-fu. 


18th July. ? 
OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 
Heai-chén, President of the Board of 
Civil office, having obtained a month’s 


leave of absence on grounds of ill-health, 
his place is to be filled by Lin Shu. 


DEATH OF PRINCE KONG'S BROTHER-IN-LAW. 
A Decree in this issue of the Gazette 
deplores the death of Ching-shou, a 
Duke who was married to a daughter 
of Tao Kuang by the same mother as 
Prince Kung. Early in life his Imperial 
father-in-law made him an Agsistant Cham- 
berlain and the two succeeding Emperors 
honoured him with high office. During 
the present reign he was placed in charge of 
the Peking Field Force and was granted the 
privilege of going through the Forbidden 
City in a chair carried by four bearers. A 
sum of Tls. 2,000 is to be issued from the 
Privy Purse to defray the expenses of 
his funeral, all his official delinquencies 
are condoned, ten officers of the Guard 
are to offer oblations of wine before his 
coffin and his remains are to be wrapped in 
a shroud inscribed with the ¢‘o-lo ritual. 
His two eldest sons are to be presented at 
Court as soon as the period of mourning for 
their father is over, and the youngest, who 
is a mere boy, will be similarly honoured 
when he reaches years of discretion. 
MODIFICATIONS IN THE ARMY OF 
; TARBAGATALI, 

The army of Tarbagatai, as recently re- 
organised, will consist of three battalions 
of Chinese infantry and four banners of 
Manchu troops, numbering a total force of 
1,998 men, the yearly pay of whom is esti- 
mated at Tis. 118,318, exclusive of a further 
sum of Tls. 2,700 for allowances of various 
kinds. The officers number 35, but the 
General-suggests that the number of lieu- 
tenants, sergeants and lower offices should 
be largely increased and the total raised to 
67.—Referred to the Board of War. 
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19th July. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Li Tuan-yii and Ch‘éng-yin are appointed 
Chief and Assistant Examiners respectively 
for Kiang-nan, while similar appomtments 
in Shensi are conferred upon Tsa‘ao Hung- 
yiin and Liu Ch‘uan-fu. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REWARDS OF OFFI- 
CERS WHO PROVIDED MATERIALS FOR 
REPAIR OF THE BREACH IN THE YELLOW 
RIVER. 

In submitting a memorial enclosing a 
list of officers whom they recommend 
for various forms of reward for their 
exertions in procuring materials for the 
repair of the breach in the Yellow River, 
the Director-General of the river and the 
Governor of Honan remind the Emperor 
that the present breach was one of the most 
extensive known in history’ and that it 
occurred at a time when, owing to a de- 
ficient harvest, there was great difficulty 
in procuring a requisite supply of millet 
stalks The officers who were instructed 
to discharge this duty worked with the ut- 
most energy both night and day regardless 
of weather, and when the supply of horses 
and carts failed brought the material by 
water from distant places. Considerably 
over twenty thousand stacks were required, 
and the work was not delayed for a single 
day through lack of materials. The whole 
arrangements met with much adverse criti- 
cism from outsiders, some holding that it 
was being pressed on too eagerly, and 
others contending that it inflicted hardship 
upon the people, but Ni Wén-wei adhered 
to hia plan to the end and now that it has 
proved successful he wishes that all those 
who shared his responsibility through this 
trying period should have their due re- 
ward. A list therefore, of the officers 
concerned is enclosed. In a second me- 
morial, Wu Ta-ch‘éng requests similar 
rewards for a number of officers who pro- 
cured supplies of hemp straw, stones, 
bricks, piles and other articles for the stop- 
page of the breach. The quantity of hemp 

uired was almost as great as that of 
millet stalks and a considerable amount of 
it had to be brought from Tientsin and 
other places. The soil in the neighbour- 
hood of the river consisting of shifting sand 
the earth for the banks had to be brought 
from a distance of some li which neces- 
sitated the construction of a railway light- 
ed by electricity. All the above appliances, 
as well as Portland cement, which had. 
never before been used in river works had 
to be procured from Shanghai or Hong- 
kong, and entailed long and dangerous 
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journeys upon the officers commissioned to 
purchase them. The supply of copper cash 
in the province was also insufficient and 
large quantities had to be brought from 
Tientsin, Newchwang and other parts. 
One article of which a large supply was 
required, namely bamboo ropes, had not 
been used in the province for many years 
and officers had to be sent specially to 
Kiangnan to revive the manufacture and 
get specimens made according to pattern. 
A list of the officers for whom rewards are 
solicited in connection with the above 
undertakings forms an enclosure in the 
memorial. Amongst the officers who are 
specially recommended is an expectant 
Taotai named Ou-yang Lin who happened 
to be passing through the province on his 


wa, 
he was detained in Honan to aid in the 
work of procuring materials for its repair. 
He served without salary or other reward 
and the public spirit which animated him 
was displayed on his countenance. Ni 
Wén-wei had no previous acquaintance 
with him and can therefore speak impar- 
tially of the services he performed during 
&@ most critical emergency. The particular 
form of reward which these services should 
procure he leaves to the generosity of the 
Throne, but he hopes they will not pass 
unnoticed. Other officers who are recom- 
mended are the Brigadier General of Ta- 
ming and the Intendant of the Ta Shun 
Kuang Circuit, who though on the Chihli 
establishment co-operated heartily with the 
Honan authorities in the procuring and 
forwarding of materials. 


July 20th. 
MURDER AND ADULTERY, 

A couple of years ago, a man living in 
Shansi rented two rooms for himself and 
his family in a house owned and inhabited 
by a neighbour. One day, the winter before 
last, the lodger’s wife went to borrow some 
-flour from the landlord. The latter’s mother, 
who lived with him, happened to be away 
at the moment, and Ing advantage of 
their being alone he made love to the woman 
and seduced her. Some months afterwards 
he secretly made her a present of a peck 
_ His mother a this out and 

me very angry, and, by closely ques- 
tioning him, forced him to confess Zn that 
had happened. She gave him a severe 
scolding and made him promise to break 
off the intimacy. Moreover, whenever she 
met the woman’ she would revile her 
and taunt her on account of her fault. 
The man, notwithstanding his promise, 
made fresh advances, but the woman, who 
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from Peking when the breach occurred, - 


was afraid of his mother’s rebukes, refused 
absolutely to listen to him. One evening 
a@ month afterwards, it happened that the 
man’s mother and the woman’s husband 
were both away from home. At midnight 
the man went to the room inhabited by hi 
lodgers and looked in. The woman was 
sitting down, resting, while her four chil- 
dren were all asleep on the bed. Ha 
entered and made propositions to her, to 
which she refused to listen. His entreaties 
being of no avail, high words began to be 
uttered on both sides. The woman struck 
him with her fist, and he picked up a shovel 
with which he attempted to hit her. She 
evaded the blow, and it fell upon the 
youngest child, wounding him on the head. 
Furious with the woman, who would not be 
quiet, the man took the shovel handle and 
beat her all over till he broke it. The elder 
sons jumped down from the bed. One he 
knocked down, but the other two grappled 
with him, threatening to tell their father, 
who they said would kill him. This made 
him determine to take their lives. Seizing 
the blade of the shovel, he struck them on 
the head one after the other, till they were 
dead. A neighbour then coming in, he 
fled. There was a well near the village, 
into which the murderer threw himself, 
intending to commit suicide. But there 
being little water in it, he was found alive 
next morning and dragged out. In the 
meantime the youngest child died of the 
wound accidentally inflicted upon him. 

The Governor of Shansi, who reports the 
case, finds a difficulty in deciding what 
sentence should be passed on the offender. 
There is a penalty laid down (that of death 
by slow degrees) for the deliberate murder 
of three members of one household. But 
in this case two were killed intentionally 
and one accidentally, for which case the law 
apparently does not in any way provide. 
The memorialist therefore proposes that the 
man should be punished under the law for 
deliberately murdering two members of one 
family, according to which he will be 
branded and decapitated without delay, and 
half his property given to the family of his 
victims. The offence of the woman is one 
which comes under the Act of Grace issued 
in the spring of the present year. She will 
therefore be released, and her husband can 
receive her back or disown her as he 
pleases.— Referred to the Board of Puntsh- 
ments for a report without delay. 

THE DALAI LAMA PRAYSWOR THE EMPIRE. 

The Imperial Resident in Tibet, Sheng- 
t‘ai, reports that on the sixth day of the 
first month the Dalai Lama descended from 
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Mount Putala, and in the presence of the 
assembled priests and laymen offered 

rayers for the prosperity of the Empire. 
The services were performed with deep 
sincerity, and all recognised the virtues 
of His Majesty, to which they owed 
their peace and happiness. Afterwards, 
on the 26th of the month, the Dalai 
Lama. returned to Mount Putala. As the 
memorialist was away on the frontier, the 
Grain Commissary took charge of the pro- 
ceedings on his behalf.— Noted. 


July 21st. 
BELIEF OF DISTRESS IN KIRIN. 


The high authorities of the Province of 
Kirin report that there is much distress 
prevalent at the present time among the 
people under their jurisdiction. The state 
of things has become so bad that the plun- 
dering of granaries by large mobs is now a 
common occurrence. The cause of this 
want the memorialists trace primarily to 
the improvidence of the people. There 
was only a short crop last year, generally 
speaking ; butthe people, instead of hoarding 
their supplies, ate them uporsold them tu the 
neighbouring provinces of Hei-lung Chiang 
and Sheng-ching, the former of which had 
a worse harvest than Kirin, while the latter 
was the victim of terrible floods. Next, 
there are in Kirin always a number of 
hungry persons to be fed, wanderers who 
produce nothing for themselves ; and their 
number is now immensely augmented by 
refugees from the neighbouring provinces, 
who come in crowds dragging their children 
and assisting their old people along. In the 
town of Kirin the number of very poor folk 
among the ten banners has been calculated, 
and it is found that there are 5,700 grown up 
persons and 1,400 children, who require 
five pecks and two and a half pecks each, 
respectively ; while throughout the province 
generally each prefecture contains more 
than ten thousand very poor individuals, 
either residents or refugees, the region 
round Potuna being the most distressed 
of all. 

The first measure proposed by the 
memorialists to cope with this misery, is to 
take the funds now employed in selling 
rice at cost price and distribute therewith 
charity instead. There is already a great 
loss to the government on the present 
system, and the very poorest people are 
not profited by the offering of grain for 
sale, as they are too much impoverished to 
be able to purchase it. Secondly, the two 
divisions of the provincial army combined 
receive in monthly pay, officers and men 
together, as much as between sixty and 
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seventy thousand taels. It is proposed 
to take one month’s issue for the bene- 
fit of the poor, and for the next ten 
months to pay the troops at the ex- 
piry of every thirty-three days instead 
of at each month’s end. By this means 
the money transferred to the poor will 
be covered, and the troops will feel 
the loss to themselves very slightly. En- 
quiries have been made among the officers 
and men throughout the army, and all 
declare that they joyfully consent to the 
arrangement. Thirdly, in the whole pro- 
vince there are more than two hundred 
distilleries, which consume grain in the 
manufacture of spirits. To close all these 
distilleries would be an interference with 
trade which the memorialists are unwilling 
to recommend. Butthey would propose to 
order those in the prefecture of Potuna, 
forty-two in number, to cease work till after 
next harvest, when they will be allowed to 
recommence, In the interim they will be 
excused payment of excise, and they will be 
required to sell their stocks of grain at the 
official price. As the first and third of 
their proposals will cause a loss to the 
exchequer, the memorialists dare not put 
them into force until they receive His 
Majesty’s permission, which they hope will 
be granted in view of the great distress of 
the people.—A ppruved. 
22nd July. 
No documents of interest. 


23rd July. 
CHANGES IN ILI GOVERNMENT NEGATIVED. 


The Tartar Commander-in-chief, Chiang- 
chun, at Ili, has recently proposed that he 
be entrusted with the entire civil and mili- 
tary administration of the two territories 
of Ili and Tarbagatai, instead of their 
remaining, as now, part of the province of 
Chinese Turkestan. The Commander-in- 
chief’s memorial has been submitted 
to the authorities of the Turkestan pro- 
vince and their superior officer the 
Viceroy in Karsu. These officers now 
present their reply, adversely criticising 
the Commander-in-Chief’s proposal. They 
urge that Ili and Tarbagatai have always 
been joined with Turkestan, and they can 
see no reason why a separation should now 
bemade. They regard identity in the form 
of government in these adjoining regions 
as a necessary matter for the defence of 
the frontier. Now that Turkestan has been 
granted a civil administration, the two 
territories should be allowed ‘the same 
advantage. The duties of the Ili Com- 
mander-in-Chief have quite recently been 
determined, and it does not seem 
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advisable to make fresh alterations. As the 
Commander-in-Chief is given’ the power 
to issue orders to the Tavtai and the 
Chinese General in Ili, his position is 
already more exalted than that of the 
officers holding the same post as him- 
self in other provinces. The proposal to 
change the form of government is ‘based 
on the assumption that the Governor of 
Turkestan cannot give proper care to Ili 
and Tarbagatai, because they are at a 
great distance from his provincial capital 
at Urumtsi. But, say the present memo- 
rialists, the Taotai-ship of Aksu in Turkes- 
tan is more than two thousand li from 
Urumtsi, a distance nearly twice as great as 
that from Urumtsi to Ili, and Kashgar is 
much further still, more than four thousand 
li. If these places can be governed from 
Urumtsi, why cannot Ili also? Again Tar- 
hayatai, which the Cummander-in-Chief 
desires tu govern from Ili, is as far from 
Tli as Tli is from Urumtsi. If the distance 
is too great in the one case, why is it not 
ia the other also? There is one portion, 
however, of the Commander-in-Chief’s sug- 
gestions which the memorialists think 
might be adopted, namely his proposal 
that part of the Chinese troops in Tli should’ 
be attached to himself personally. The 
Ili force consists of four thousand men. 
It is recommended that one thousand of 
these be formed into a Commander-in-Chief’s 
battalion, the rest remaining with the 
Chinese General. Similarly, of the two 
thousand men under a Chinese Culonel at 
Tarbagatai, five hundred should be at- 
tached to the Tartar Lieutenant-General 
there. Besides having entire command 
over the Bannermen, the Commander-in- 
Chief will be charged with matters relating 
to the Lamas, and to the Mongols, Kirghis 
and other native tribes, as well as the 
transaction of international business. Apart 
from these, it is hoped that the whole ad- 
ministration may be left in the hands of 
the provincial government.—Sanctioned. 


CANAL INSPECTION BY WU TA-CH‘ENG, 


Wu Ta-ch‘éng reports that at the begin- 
ning of May he left his post in Honan and 
went to Shantung to inspect the ‘‘River” 
Troops and see after the condition of the 
Grand Canal. The ‘‘cross” river being 
silted up, he gave orders to have it dredged 
as rapidly as possible, in order that the 
new cargo-boats from Hunan might be able 
to pass along it. At the end of the month 
he hurried back to Honan in order that he 
might be on the spot at that important 
period, and also might be able: to attend 
to the various works remaining to be com- 
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pleted. About the same time the locks 
were opened and the water let into the 
Canal, which enabled the Hunan boats to 
prosecute their vuyage in safety. 

WU TA-CH‘ENG TAKES LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Wu Ta-ch‘éng represents that when in 
Canton he contracted a climatic disease, 
which was aggravated by his severe labours 
and mental anxiety last autumn. At that 
period he should have obtained rest and 
medical treatment, but the pressing nature 
of his duties at the Yellow River gave him 
no leisure to do so. His sickness is nuw 
increased by the burning heat of the present 
season. He therefore begs that he may be 
allowed twenty days leave of absence in 
order to nurse himself a little. Should the 
sunnier freshets threaten danger any where, 
he will at once hurry back to his post.— 
Granted. 


VISITS TO PEKING OF MAHOMMEDAN PRINCES, 


Instruction were issued last year that 
the three Mahommedan Princes of Hami, 
Turfan and Ku-che must each present him- 
self at Court in turn once every three years. 
As the Prince of Hami visited Peking two 
years before, it was desired that the Prince 
of Turfan should come that year, and the 
others follow in rotation. On account of the 
difficulty experienced by the Prince in 
finding funds for the journey, the Governor 
of Turkestan. petitioned the Emperor to 
allow the visits to be made by each Prince 
once in every nine years instead of once in 
three. But in the last month of the year a 
despatch was received from the Culonial 
Office, saying that the request could not be 
granted. The Prince of Turfan is therefore 
proceeding at once to Peking; but, as his 
visit must of necessity be made during this 
year, it is humbly begged that the Prince of 
Ku-che may pay his visit next year, and so 
on in turn.— Referred to the Colonial Office. 


24th July. 


FUNDS FOR THE ADMIRALTY NOT YET 
RECEIVED. 


Certain provinces and certain Custom- 
houses have been required to furnish an 
annual sum to the Board of Admiralty for 
its official expenditure. The Board now 
represents that several of these payments 
are in arrears for the past year, and in sume 
cases for the two preceding years also. It 
refers. to a regulation hy which the Provin- 
cial Treasurers and Superintendents of 
Customs concerned should either receive 
some reward or be subject to a penalty, - 
according as they have paid their sub- 
ventions during the current year or not. 
It considers that no mention need be made 
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of the sums received from the foreign 
customs four-tenths fund; but with thie 
exception it furnishes lists shewing which 
subventions have been received in full 
within the proper limit, and which of them 
are still owing. 


DRILL AT THE PEKING NAVAL SCHOOL. 


The month before last these was a review 
of the members of the naval school estab- 
lished at the Kun-ming lake close by the 
Emperor’s summer palace outside Peking. 
The movements and manoeuvres were well 
executed and called forth expressions of 
of His Majesty’s approval. The two supe- 
rintendents in charge of the students 
were both officers who had been dismissed 
formerly from their positions in the public 
service. As the offences which they had 
committed: were not of a grave or disgrace- 
ful character, the Board of Admiralty hopes 
that the Emperor may be pleased to re- 
inatate thein as a reward for their success- 
ful management of the Naval School. 


25th July. 


RULES AS TO SUBSCRIPTIONS BY 
DISGRACED OFFICIALS, 


Some months ago two officials, a prefect 
and a magistrate, who had formerly been 
dismissed from the public service, subscrib- 
ed, the one taels ten thousand, the other 
taels five thousand, to the Honan Cherita- 
ble Relief Fund. The Governor therefore 
requested that the Emperor would allow 
them to be reinstated in their former posi- 
tions. In reply he received a despatch from 
the Board of Civil Office saying that a new 
regulation had been framed for such cases. 
According to this rule disgraced officials 
who wished to recover their-lost positions 
by means of pecuniary contributions, must 
make application’ in the first instance to 
the said Board, which would consider and 
decide whether their petition could be 
entertained. The provincial authorities 
must no longer receive their contributions 
and present requests on their behalf. In 
the two present cases, however, the Gov- 
ernor’s application was made before the 
publication of the new rule, and still more 
so was the gift of the money. Funds 
moreover were much needed for charitable 
relief, and the subscriptions proved of the 
greatest use. Under these circumstances 
the Governor still hopes that his request 
on behalf of the donors may be granted.-— 
Referred to the Board. 


26th July. 
No documents of interest. 
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27th July. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM KIANGSI FOR RIVER 
WORKS IN HONAN AND SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Kidngsi quotes a de- 
spatch he received more than 18 months 
ago, in which he was informed by the 
Board of Revenue that a propusal made by 
the Censor Chou T‘ien-lin to raise sub- 
scriptions for the repair of the Yellow 
River by the sale of official rank had 
received the Imperial approval and was to 
be carried iuto etfect furthwith. The systein 
was to be modelled upon that formerly 
pursued in the case of Coast Defence, and 
periodical lists of subscriptions were to be 
sent to Peking, the proceeds being retained 
in the Provincial Treasury pending the re- 
ceipt of instructions from the Board of 
Revenue as tu their ultimate disposal. The 
Governor now reports that the total amount 
realised from this source during the sixteen 
months in which the system has been in 
operation is Tls. 118,060.7, of which Tls. 
90,620.2 ‘have been appropriated by the 
Board’s desire towards the expenditure 
connected with the excavation of the river 
in Shantung and the repair of the breach 
in Honan. In addition to this, Tls. 19,154.4 
were collected in the following month from 
the sale of twenty-five titles and decora- 
tions, and as the arrangement is to be con- 
tinued five months longer, further remit- 
tances will be reported from time to time 
as the money comes in. 


DEATH OF FORMER DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
OF THE GRAIN TRANSPORT. 


Su Féng-mén, who had held for some 
years the office of Director-General of the 
Grain Transport, retired into mourning in 
1871 for the death of his mother and was 
since prevented by continued ill-health 
from seeking re-employment. The Gov- 
ernor of Kiangsi now reports his death on 
the 20th April last at his residence in 
the town of Kao-an. 


HONORARY PORTALS FOR GENEROSITY IN 
REPAIRING SCHOOLS. 

The-authorities in Manchuria report that 
a public school in T‘ieh Hsien, which had 
fallen into a state of sad disrepair, has been 
restored by the generosity of two retired 
officials who subscribed Tls. 1,000 each for 
the purpose. A portion of the money was 
put out at interest to provide the salaries 
of teachers and the working expenses of 
the establishment. Though the donors 
disclaimed all idea of receiving any re- 
cognition of their act, still at the request 
of the memorialists, the Emperor has been 
pleased to accord them permission to erect 
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honorary portals to their own memory with 
suitable inscriptions recording their ge- 
herous conduct, ; 


28th July. 
_ MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO DECEASED TAOTAI. 


. Some five years ago an application from 
the gentry in the city of Yangchow, sup- 
ported by the Viceroy Li, was submitted 
to the Throne, soliciting permission to 
build a Memorial. Temple in that city to 
Wu Yii-lan, who was formerly Intendant 
of the Tientsin and Ho-chien Circuits. 
Imperial sanction was given tu this request, 
but the Board declined to authorise the 
Sib ae of periodical worship in the 

emple on the ground that the building 
was erected by private subscription and 
did not fall within the category of those 
entitled to such privileges. The citizens of 
Yangchow, who owed their preservation 
during the Taiping rebellion to the exer- 
tions of the deceased, protested against this 
decision and forwarded a remonstrance to 
the Viceroy at Nanking through Li Hung- 
chang. They quote two instances in which 
worship’ has been sanctioned in temples 


erected by private subscription, one being | 


that of Li Hung-chang’s brother Li Ho-chang 
formerly Taotai of the Han Liang circuit in 
Kansu, and the other that of Ting Shou- 
ch‘ang at one time Chief Justice of Chihli. 
Relying ‘on these precedents they ask that 
the Buard’s decision should be overruled 
and the Empcror has been pleased to ac- 
cede.to their request. 


29th July. 


PRICK OF THE MATERIALS FURNISHED BY 
THE IMPERIAL FACTORY AT NANKING 
FOR THE EMPEROQR’S MARRIAGE, 


For some time past a dispute has been 
going on between the Board of Revenue 
of Peking and the Superintendent of the 
Imperial Factory at Nanking as.to the cost 
of certain materials which were supplied 
' for the Emperor’s marriage. The Governor 
of Chékiang is required every year to fur- 
nish to the Board a statement of the price 
of silk when the year’s produce is placed 
on the market, and the Imperial Factory 
at Nanking has until recently been 
paid. on this scale for all materials 
supplied to Peking after the date of 
this Report. Two years ago, however, 
the Board made a revision of these. 
prices and came to the conclusion that the 
supplies furnished during the years 1881, 
1882, 1883, for the Imperial Marriage 
should be subject to a reduction of 5 per 
cent. To this the Superintendent objected 
aud proceeded to combat the argument used 
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by the Board, and to justify the charges for 
1883 being based on the cost price of silk 
during the previous year. The order was 
extrem~ly urgent, and to ensure its execu- 
tion in proper time it was necessary to pro- 
cure the raw materials before any Report 
on the market price of silk for the year 
could be made ; therefore in accordance 
with established precedent the calculations 
were based on the prices ruling during the 
previous year. Though Nanking is not in 
a silk producing district like Soochow, yet 


orders issued to both factories at the same - 


time were executed with less delay in the 
former place than in the latter. The 
Superintendent whose arguments are en- 
dorsed by the Viceroy, asks that the original 
charges should be duly passed.—Rescript : 
Referred to the consideration of the Board. 


REWARDS TO OFFICERS FOR REPAIRS TO 
YELLOW RIVER IN SHANTUNG. 


Three years ago, the Governor of Shan- 
tung obtained sanction for executing some 
extensive repairs to the portion of the 
Yellow River which runs through his pro- 
vince, and for excavating the bed in the 
section lying below Yao-chia-k‘ao. A large 
sum of money was allotted for the purpose 
and the work occupied considerably ober 
a year in executien. In now reporting that 
all the breaches have been repaired and the 
banks firmly secured, he eulogises in high 
terms the officers to whose exertions the 
satisfactory state of things is. due, and re- 


‘quests that fitting rewards should be con- 


ferred on the most deserving, a list of 
whom he encloses. 


30th July. 
BREACE IN THE YELLOW RIVER IN SHANTUNG. 


. Decree.—We are in receipt of a memoria- 
from Chang: Yao in which he reports that 
at the Ta-chai, Chin-wang and otherfvilll- 
ages in the Chang-ch‘iu district the Yellow 
River overflowed its embankments and 
that steps are being taken for repairing the 
damage. The Governor asks that the offi- 
cials to whose carelessness the occurrence is 
attributed should be punished, and requests 
that notice should be taken of his own 
want of vigilance in the matter. .We find 
that on the 22nd of July last the embanl- 
ments around the aforesaid villages were 
swept away by the heavy summer freshets 
and that the main embankment of the river 
on the south collapsed for a distance of 
over 30 chang. This intelligence has caused 
us the deepest anxiety and we command 
Chang Yao with his whole staff to take 
steps without a moment's delay to close. 
the breach and tu distribute such relief 


e 


oh te! 


104 [Jury 3031. 


as may be necessary to the people who have 
suffered by the calamity. We further com- 
mand that the Taotai Li Hsi-chieh and 
Captain Huang Chin-té who failed to avert 
the disaster be stripped of their rank and 
that Chang Yao who canuot be considered 
as entirely free from blame be handed over 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. 


SUPPRESSION OF LOCA™ RISING IN YUNNAN. 


The Acting Governor-General of Yunnan 
and Kueichow reports the suppression of 
a rather serious rising at Méng-ti in the 
Ning-érh district of the former province 
and asks for the bestowal of a reward on 
the officers who succeeded in exterminating 
the rebels. The Acting Magistrate of the 
district, Wang Chih-p‘u, took command of 
the force of trained troops and captured 
Lo Yao-ta and a number of other insurgent 
leaders, who were decapitated with laud- 
able promptitude. Both he and a lieutenant, 
named Chao Féng-chang are to receive sub- 
stantive promotion and measures are to be 
taken to induce the people who had left the 
district in consequence of the ravages com- 
mitted by the rebels to return to their 
homes. 


PROPOSED REVISION OF ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


The Chancellor of the Hanlin submits a 
proposal which he received from one of the 
members of the College, respecting the 
necessity of re-editing the Encyclopsedia, 
known as the Sst-k‘u-ch‘tian-shu, which was 
composed in the reign of K‘ienlung and of 
which only four copies in manuscript 
are now supposed to exist. This work, the 
index to which alone consists of 14 large 
volumes, contains a complete compendium 
of the Classics, the history and the general 
literature of China for a period of over 
3,000 years, and includes also a collection 
of everything either written or revised 
by the Emperors themselves or publish- 
ed under Imperial authority since the 
beginning of. the Chow dynasty. It em- 
braces all knowledge under heaven and 
reflects as in a mirror the past and 
present. Over a hundred years have been 
passed since it was compiled, and consider- 
ing that .the subsequent period has been 
one of great literary activity-and that 
many books ‘formerly lost to China have 
been - brought back by trading vessels 
from beyond the seas, it is thought that 
the time has arrived for compiling a new 
edition of the work, now that the Emperor 
has ascended the Throne and is about to 
fellow in the footsteps of his illustrious 
ancestors, The Hanlin College consists of 
over 200 picked scholars who enjoy com- 
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parative leisure and should be prepared to 
undertake the work. During the last thirty 
years learning has been deviating into new 
and perilous paths and the earnest and 
single-minded devotion to study of for- 
mer years is gradually being supplanted 
by modern learning and strange doctrines 
which are springing up on all sides. It is, 
therefore, all the more important that a 
work like this which embraces the know- 
ledge of countless ages should be published 
in one whole so as to check the flood of 
pernicious literature that is spreading over 
the country and to preserve intact the 
principles enunciated by Confucius and 
Mencius.—Decree already published. 


31st July. 
THE LAND PROBLEM IN SHENSI. 

About the year 1870, after the conclusion 
of the Mohammedan rebellion, 4,102 ch‘ing 
of land in the province of Sheusi, the pro- 
perty of rebels, was confiscated to the State. 
In 1865 an office was established for survey- 
ing the land and letting it out to tenants on 
the following terms. Superior ground was 
to pay a yearly rental of three piculs of 


rain, middle class land two piculs, while ' 


inferior soil was to be charged one picul 5 
tou, and after a fixed number of payments 
the land was to become the property of the 
holders, who were to receive title deeds 
and be liable only for the land tax. The 
holdings were scattered through 26 districts 
and departments, and in one district there 
were some paddy fields which were in- 
cluded in the first class, while in the Tali 


district a certain amount of alluvial land was ° 


divided according to quality into three 
classes, which were to pay 5, 4 and 3 mace 
of silver per mu respectively. Between the 
years 1865 and 1880 no lie than 3,400 
ch‘ing, or nearly 60,000 acres of land were 
let out in this way to cultivators, but the 
full payments entitling the holders to be- 
come proprietors were in the majority of 
cases not forthcoming. The late Governor 
of the province held an investigation into 
the matter, and finding that the most of 
the land which was not taken up was of a 
very poor ‘descrij tion, reduced the rent 
upon it to two piculs for the best class of 
land, 1 picul 3 tow for second class, and 1 
picul for the worst, and commuted the 
tax upon all the land occupied or un- 
occupied to 100 cash per tou for wheat 
and 160 cash per tou for rice. Some time 
later a further reduction of rent was made 
upon the unoccupied lote, which were 
offered to cultivators free for three years, 
after which they were to pay 1 picul 5-tou, 
1 picul, and 7 tow 5 shéng for the three 
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classes respectively. At the end of last 
year, when the present Governor assumed 
office, there were still 530 ch‘ing of the 
land unreclaimed, and very heavy arrears 
of rent upon the occupied portion. The 
tenants presented a petition in which 
they alleged that all the occupiers of 
govud land, and tenants who had the means 
to do so, had paid their yearly instal- 
ments in full and had received their 
title deeds, and that those who were in 
arears were wretchedly poor people who 
had been allotted bad and stony soil? On 
this they asked that all arrears should be 
cancelled and title deeds granted at the 
expiration of the period after which the 
land tax became chargeable. The Go- 
vernor admitted that in the case of ground 
which had not been reclaimed the Govern- 
ment had no right whatever to levy a rent 


- upon people who brought it under cultiva- 


tion. The present case was, however, a 
different one, and the rent he considered 
rather in the light of a purchase price for 
the land. He considered, however, that 
the tenants deserved much sympathy, as 
the payment of rent and land tax com- 
bined. was quite beyond their means, and 
by way of alleviating their position, he 
asked his executive to investigate the 
question and suggest some remedy for their 
grievances. The latter reported that the 
rent had been paid upon only 1,690 ch’ing 
of the occupied land, and that the total 
arrears amounted to 180,200 piculs of grain. 
The total receipts in the shape of rent had 
been 210,000 piculs which represented a 
commutation value of Tls. 170,000. They 
had great difficulty in recommending any 
measure of alleviation, for if the whole 
arears were remitted the tenants who made 
punctual payment would feel aggrieved, 
while on the other hand, having regard to 
the crippled condition of the people, it 
would be hopeless to attempt to extract 
payment on the old scale. After a full 
consideration of all the circumstances, they 
finally recommended a remission of 30 per 
cent. on all lands which have been reclaim- 
ed, and for which title deeds have not been 
issued, and as regards the unoccupied land, 
of which only 350 ch‘ing remain, they 
propose a_ still further reduction of 
rent as.an inducement for farmers to un- 
dertake its reclamation.. Under the new 
system it will be let out for 3 years free of 
rent, after which {t will pay 1 picul, 6 tou 7 
shéng, or 5 tou of grain per mow according 
to quality, to be commuted into cash pay- 
ments on the scale formerly arranged. 
Neither of the previous two re-asseasments 
had affected the alluvial ground in the 
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Ta-li district, and it is proposed that the 

resent reduction of 30 per cent. should 
he made applicable to it also, and that the 
rent of the unoccupied ground there, which 
now only amounts to 130 ch‘ing should be 
reduced to 4 mace for the best quality, 3.2 
mace for the sécond, and 2.4 mace for the 
worst kind. It is hoped that these pro- 
posals will afford a substantial measure 
of relief to the tenants, and the sanc- 
tien of the Throne is solicited on their 
behalf.— Referred to the considerution of the 
Board of Revenne. 


1st August. 


INUNDATIONS IN THE PROVINCE OF 
KUANGTUNG. 

The Viceroy at Canton reports that 
serious inundations have taken place ‘in 
the prefectures of Hui-chou and Ch‘av- 
chou, and in the department of Chia-ying, 
which have been attended with great 
destruction of life and preperty, especially 
in the latter place. According to reports 
which have been received from Hui-chou 
Fu, it appears that in the various districts 
in the prefecture heavy rain has fallen 
uninterruptedly from the beginning of 
summer, and that early in June several 
rivers overflowed their banks and laid 
Kuei-shan, Po-lo, and other places under 
water, causing great destruction of crops 
and property. The Prefect of Ch‘ao-chou 
Fu telegraphed to the effect that about- the 
same time the water rose to an unusual 
height and swept away in its violent career 
houses, trees, and everything that opposed 
its course. A number of dead bodies which 
were carried along by the current were re- 
covered and buried. At Ta-sha there was 
great destruction of boats and salt, but the 
prefectural city itself had not suffered very 
severely. A telegram despatched from 
Chia-ying Chou on the 2nd of June report- 
ed the occurrence of severe floods with 
great loss of life and pruperty. In one 
place over one thousand rooms were carried 
away by the deluge, and in the Hai-yang 
district two hundred coftins which had float- 
ed down with the current were recover- 
ed and buried. The Taotai has been 
authorised to borrow a sum of Tis. 5,000 
from the local merchants to provide relief 
until assistance can arrive from Canton, 
from which place Tls. 10,000 have been 
already despatched to the scene of the 

disaster. - 
VISIT OF THE VICEROY OF CANTON TO CERTAIN 

DISTRICTS ON THE NORTH AND WEST 
: RIVERS. 

The Viceroy of Canton reports that last 
winter he issued instructions to the local 
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authorities to have all the weak parts of 
the embankments of the North, East and 
West Rivers thoroughly repaired, and 
despatched officials to encourage the gentry 
and people to provide funds for the pur- 
pose, and co-operate in the work generally. 
The month of May was unusually rainy in 
Canton, and the Vicsney fearing that the 
new embankments might not be substantial 
enough t) withstand the strain of the 
water, determined to visit the locality 
himself. Accordingly, on the 20th of May, 
he started from Canton in a steam launch, 
going first for some distance up the North 
River, then turning into the West River, 
and making his way back by the North 
River. During his tour, which lasted 
five days, he visited all the more important 
sections of the rivers which could be reach- 
ed by a steam launch, in San-shui, Ssu-hui, 
Kao-yao, Kao-ming, Nan-hai, and other 
districts, spending night and day in inspect- 
ing the embankments and seeing for him- 


.self the condition of the work. In parts 


where he could not land he satisfied himself 
from the deck of the launch that the work 
had been faithfully carried out. Since his 
return to Canton floods have occurred in 
some of the districts visited, but the em- 
bankments have in no case been seriously 
endangered, and if the present prospect of 
fairly good weather continues no great 
disaster is to be anticipated in the districts 
inspected by the Viceroy. 


2nd August. 
[No papers of interest. } 


8rd August. 
EXAMINATIONS IN FORMOSA. 


The Governor of Formosa, who fills in 
addition the office of Literary Chancellor, 
reports that he has held the prefectural 
examinations in the two cities of Tai-nan 
and Tai-pei. He travelled to Tai-nan (Tai- 
wan Fu) by steamer, taking the opportunity 
to visit the forts on the Pescadores by the 
way. Having concluded the examinations 
in the southern city, he came north again 
and conducted those in Tai-pei. Altogether 
there were more than four thousand literary 
candidates and six hundred military. There 
was one case discovered of fraudulent per- 
sonation of a candidate. The man arrested 
was handed to the proctors, by whom he 
was condemned to be exposed in a cangue. 


ARMSTRONG GUNS FOR FORMOSA AND 
THE PESCADORES. 

Three years ago, says the Governor of 
Formosa, the peror sanctioned the 
construction of forts to be armed with 
heavy guns at Keelung, Tamsui, Takow 
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and the Pescadores. In pursuance of this 
arrangement, the memorialist made an 
agreement with the British firm of Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. that they should supply 
thirty one steel breech-loading Armstrong 
guns of a new pattern, The price was 
fixed at Tls. 600,000, to be paid in three 
instalments, aud included the cust of car- 
riages, projectiles, packing cases and 
freight. A contract tu the above effect was 
sigued by both parties, the memorialist 
being, represented by the Commissary of 
Ordnance and the Tamsui Magistrate. The 
agreement was reported to the Admiralty 
Board at Peking ; and the Chinese Minister 
in London was requested, through the 
Tsungli Yamén, to have the guns inspected 
by one of his staff before their shipment. 
As it was difficult to construct a suitable 
landing stage at the Pescadores, a further 
agreement was made with the contractors 
that for an additional sum of Tis. 5,000 
they should supply two lighters which 
could be used in disembarking the pieces. 
It has now been reported to the memori- 
alist by the officers concerned at the dif- 
ferent ports that between last summer and 
the present spring, the cannon have all 
been landed by the contractors, and have 
been inspected, found in good condition 
and taken over. Payment has aleo been 
made for them on the proper dates in 
accordance with the agreement. —Noted. 


/ - FORTRESS IN THE PESCADORES. 


\ A memorial from the Governor of 
Formosa says that the Pescadore Islands 
are & point of the greatest importance with 
regard to the defence both of the Province 
of Fukien and the Island of Formosa. 
The memorialist visited the islands four 
years ago in company with the then 


Governor General at Foochow, on which’ 


occasion the latter officer conceived the 
idea of constructing a fortress there. This 
proposition was strongly supported by the 
gentry and common people of the islands. 
After a careful inspection, Ma-kung Harbour 
was selected as the site, and last autumn 
the General in command commenced the 
building of a fortress, which would connect 
together the various batteries. Plans of 
the works have already been sent to the 
Board of War.— Noted. 


4th Augugt. 
GOVEENOR OF SHENG-CHING RETIRES. 
Ch‘ing-yii, Military Governor of the 
Manchurian’ Province of Shéng-ching, has 
received permission to vacate his post on 
the ground of continued ill-health. 
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TROOPS SENT TO URGA. 
At the beginning of last winter the Comp- 
troller-General at Urga reported that there 
was a goud deal of highway robbery in the 


country round that city, and for the pur- . 


pese of preserving order he requested that 
he might have the services of a detach- 
ment of cavalry from Hsiian-hua Fu near 
Kalgan. His application. having been ap- 
proved by the Emperor, a communication 
was sent to the Viceroy Li Hung-chang, 
in order that the proposal might be 
carried into effect. It was fuund impos- 
sible, however, to despatch the men at the 
moment. In the first. place the detach- 
ment was not at its headquarters, but was 
away patrolling the country in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chiug-p‘eng to the north of 
Lama Miao, where it had been sent after 
its return from Urga three years ago. 
Secondly, during the winter months there 
would be great difficulty in providing trans- 
port cattle at the government post-stations, 
and the grass would be withered and the water 
frozen. Arrangements were therefore made 
for the men to depart during the present 
summer. The force consists of 250 troopers ; 
but counting in officers, supeynumeraries, 
and sutlera, the total mounts up to 356 
persons. In order that the post stations 
might not be distressed by providing for 
too many men at once, it was settled that 
the whole body should be divided into ten 
parties of thirty-five, under the charge of 
an officer. Each party would require from 
the post-stations thirty-six riding and 
fifteen baggage camels, also a sufticient 
supply of tents and of argols for fuel. 
The soldiers will draw extra pay according 
to the scale allowed for distant service, 
namely at the rate of one-fifth of a 
tael each per month. They will also 
all require sheepskin coats costing two 
and a half taels. In addition to these 
there are other charges, fur forty super- 
numeraries, for purchasing and forwarding 
e and for supplying fuel. Finally, the 
Viceroy Li Hung-chang hopes that the 
arrangement may be only temporary, and 
that a regular force may be raised for 
service at Urga. The troops now sent are 
much wanted for their proper duty of pre- 
serving order in the vicinity of the metro- 
polis. —Approved. 


LOSS OF A GRAIN-JUNK. 
The Viceroy-Li Hung-chang reports that 
a certain junk laden with about three 
thousand piculs of tribute rice set sail from 
Shanghai on the 14th of March last. On 
the 29th of the same month it arrived 
outside the Taku Bar, where it was wrecked 
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ina gale. The crew were picked up out of 
the water, but the vessel sank with all the 
rice on board, as well aa the two-tenths of 
extra cargo which the junk-owner was 
allowed by regulation to carry. The Viceroy 
is satistied that the accident happened 
from causes beyond human control and was 
not due tu careless navigation, He there- 
fore prays that the amount of rice may be 
written off as lost; instead of any one being 
held responsible fur it. —Granted. 


5th August. 
MURDER IN TURKESTAN. 


The Acting Governor of Chinese Turkes- 
tau reports the sentence passed by him 
upon a man found guilty on a charge of 
murder. Four years ago a native of Hu- 
nan named Kuo Pao-t‘ai was living in the 
district of Sui-lai, or Manas, where he 
made a livelihood by weaving mats. That 
winter he married a widow woman aid 
took charge of her only son. The next 
spring he left home on business, and befure 
his departure asked a friend to look 
after his family for him. Afterwards the 
friend likewise had occasion to go away 
from the place, and therefore gave them 
into the charge of another man, Chang 
Chén-piao. The woman was ill at the 
time, and shortly afterwards she died. 
The temporary guardian asked some friends 
to give him their assistance in burying her, 
which, after inspecting the body, they did. 
By and by a friend of the orphan boy’s 
father passed through the place, and pity- 
ing the child’s forlorn condition took him 
away with the intention of bringing him 
up. In doing this he had the perfect con- 
sent of the guardian, and other villagers, 
A distorted account of what had happened 
afterwards reached the husband in the place 
where he was. He was told that there were 
suspicious circumstances connected with 
his wife’s death, and that Chang Chén-piao 
had sold the child. He therefore hurried 
back in a state of great indignation; near 
home he met Chang Chén-piao and ques- 
tioned him vehemently regarding the truth 
of the story. The latter denied it utterly 
and reproached him for making groundless 
accusations. A quarrel thus, commenced. 
Chang Chén-piao threw a stone at the. 
husband and struck him with it in the eye. 
The latter drew a knife and stabbed his 
assailant in the arm and the leg. The 
wounded man fell, and as he lay on the 
ground continued to utter abuse and 
curses, threatening to have his revenge as 
soon as his wounds were healed. Tho 
other still did not know whether the 
story was true concerning his wife and 
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her’ child, and moreover was rendered 
furious by the language which he heard. 
He at the same time was afraid that he 
might get into trouble afterwards fur what 
he had done. Influenced by these motives 
he resvlved to murder the wounded man, 
and thereupon cut his throat while he lay 
upon the ground. The murderer fled, but 
was afterwards arrested and brought to 
justice. The memorialist finds that the 
crime committed is that of deliberate mur- 
der, for which the punishment is branding 
and decapitationafter the usual period of con- 
tinement. To these penalties he has there- 
fore sentenced the prisoner.—Referved to 
the Board of Punishments. —, 


6th August. 
NEW GOVERNOR OF SHENG-CHING. 


Yii-lu, recently Governor-General of 
Hunan and Hupei, has been appointed 
Military Governor uf Shéng-ching. 
PENSIONS GRANTED TO KETIRING OFFICERS. 

A memorial presented by the Acting 
Governor of Turkestan refers to the dis- 
banding of the Manchu troops belonging 
to Barkoul and their incorporation intu 
the force forming the Guchen garrison. 
Among the officers of the disbanded 
troops are two Majors over sixty years 
of age, one Major and two Captains over 
fifty years, and one Captain in_ his 
fiftieth year. These six gentlemen hav- 
ing requested permission to retire on 
a pension, the Governor desired the 
Acting Provincial Treasurer to enquire 
into the matter. It appears from the 
latter's report that, according to law, 
officials of the third or any lower grade 
who retire from the public service on 
account of age or ill-health are allowed .on 
so doing to retain the rank which they 
previously held; and, there is a further 
provision in favour of those who have seen 
active military service and have had their 
names recorded once or twice for merit on 


account of their having killed or captured - 


rebels or having been themselves wounded. 
Such officers, should His Majesty be 
pleased to grant the favour, may be 
allowed, if over sixty years of age, to 
continue to receive their full pay, and, if 
-over fifty years, to receive their half pay. 
The memorialist is aware that the Governor 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, for whom he is acting, 
made an arrangement by which the officers 
of the disbanded Manchu troops were all 
granted troopers’ pay and allowances. But 
he would call to mind the dangerous situa- 
tion of Barkoul in former days, when it was 
cut off and surrounded by rebels, and the 
dangers undergone by these officersin defend- 
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ing the walls or encountering the enemy in 
the open field. For these reasons he hopes 
that the six officers may be allowed to retire 
in enjoyment of the pensions for which 
by their services they are legally qualified. 


7th August. 
NEW PREFECTURE IN KIRIN. 

The Governor of Kirin proposes the name 
of an officer to take charge of the new and 
important prefecture of Ch‘ang-ch‘un which 
has been established in the place of the 
former sub-prefecture of the same naine, 


8th August. 
CHANGES AMONG HIGH OFFICIALS. 
Chang Chi-tung is transferred to the 
Governor Generalship of Hunan and 
Hupei, and Li Han-chang is appointed in 
his place Governor General of Kuangtung 
and Kuangsi. Li Han-chang will take up 
his appointment immediately, and on his 
arrival at Canton, Chang Chi-tung will 


proceed at once to his new post without. 


coming to Peking to receive orders, 
SEDITION IN KIANGSI. 

According to a report pes by the 
Governor, there has of late been a great 
deal of treason and sedition in the province 
of Kiangsi. Last year, as has already been 
reported, a plot was formed with the object 
of seizing the prefectural city of Jui-chow; 
but the affair was discovered and the ring- 
leader seized and executed. More resently 
the memorialist obtained intelligence of the 
existence of a number of secret societies, the 
members of which were disbanded soldiers 
and other people whom they had appointed 
leaders urder high sounding titles, and 
their treasonable designs were manifested 
both by their language and their conduct. 
Agents of these societies frequented the 
eating houses and opium dens throughout 
the country, and when they found any 
discharged soldiers returning home, they 
forced them to enrqll themselves as mem- 
bers and pay fees, using violence to those 
who refused to comply. . 

Learning that a society of this kind 
was actively at work in Kuang-hsin Fu, 
which adjoins the province of Fukien, the 
memorialist sent a general officer with a 
small body of troops to co-operate with the 
local authorities in arresting the offenders. 
In due time the General reported the cap- 
ture of one man at Ho-k‘ou with a number 
of treasonable articles, and of five men 
and a quantity of weapons at Jen-an. A 
sixth man, the leader of this latter 
party, was drowned in attempting to 
escape by swimming. But his body was 
recovered and identified beyond doubt. 
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These men were all brought to the pro- 
vincial capital for trial. It was further 
discovered through the agency of detec- 
tives that two important conspirators were 
concealed at Na-k‘ou across the frontier, 
upon which the memorialist requested the 
Viceroy at Foochow to secure their arrest. 
Later again, the authorities of Chi-an Fu 
seized four men with an order-book and a 
number of badges. These men when ex- 
amined deposed that their two leaders were 
hiding in Nan-an and Yuan-chou. Tele- 
graphic orders having been sent to the 
authorities of those places, both these men 
and a third were arrested. On account of 
the distance from the capital orders were 
given to try them on the spot and report 
proceedings. 

In addition to these active measures the 
memorialist has issued notifications per- 
mitting ignorant people who have accepted 
badges from the societies to surrender them 
to the- authorities without fear of punish- 
ment. The country is now in a peaceful 
condition again. 


SEASONABLE RAIN IN ANHUI. 


The Governor of Anhui reports that at 
about the end of May copious rains fell in 
both the north and the south of the pro- 
vince. There is no danger of want of water 
anywhere except in Hofei and Ch‘u Chow. 
In these localities the rain and snow of last 
winter were sufficient for the wheat and bar- 
ley harvest, which has now been gathered, 
so that the spring taxes can be collected by 
the authorities. But on account of the 
great drought which prevailed there last 
summer, an unusual supply of rain will be 
required to fill the ponds for watering the 
rice crops; and the memorialist does not 
predict what condition of things will prevail 
in the autumn. oe 


9th August. 

DEATH OF TARTAR GENERAL KUNG-TANG. 

An Imperial Decree notices. the recent 
death of Kung-t‘ang, late Military Go- 
vernor of the Province of Hei-lung Chiang. 
This officer had been transferred to the 
Generalship of the Tartar Garrison at 
Hangchow, but died while on the way to 
his new post. Great regret is expressed 
by the Emperor, who orders that the late 
General shall receive all the marks of favour 
usually accorded to an offfcer of his rank, 
and shall be forgiven any penalties which 
he may have incurred in the performance 
of his official duties. The corpse will be 
allowed to be brought into Peking for the 
celebration of the funeral obsequies there. 
Promotion is granted to the deceased’s 


Google 


son, who is an official in the Board of 
Punishment. 


FIRE AT CHOU-CHIA-K‘OU. 


The Governor of Honan reports the oc- 
currence of a very serious fire at the populous 
and busy town of Chou-chia-k‘ou. The 
affair took place in the middle of June. It 
originated through some carelessness in a 
general store. The flames quickly spread 
to the mat awnings and stalls in the im- 
mediate vicinity. These were lifted by the 
violent wind which was blowing at the time 
and scattered among the neighbouring 
streets, ten or eleven of which were thus 
involved in the conflagration. Fortunately 
all took place during the daytime so that 
the women and children were able to escape 
without difficulty. The local mandarin was 
occupied with his men. in putting out the 
flames, when news was brought to him that 
his own official residence was burning. 
Hurying back he was in time to save his 
seal of office, but all the buildings were 
destroyed, excepting one or two clerks’ 
rooms and guest chambers. The Yellow 
River floods last year had a very serious 
effect on the prosperity of the town and 
this misfurtune coming so soon after- 
wards will be the cause of great suffering. 
Orders have been given to ascertain exactly 
the extent of the calamity, and in the 
meantime the immediate wants of the 
population will be cared for. 


10th August. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Chi-ho, who has been in retirement for 
some years, resumes his old post of Tartar- 
General at Hangchow in succession to 
Kung-t‘ang, whose death was recently 
reported. 

Sung-ch‘un, Lieut.-Governor of Chihli, 
has been appointed successor to Li Han- 
chang as Director-General of the Grain 
Transport .service, Hsii Wén-ta filling the 
office temporarily until he arrives. 

Yii-ch‘ang, who was formerly Taotai at 
Tientsin, has been appointed Financial 
Commissioner of Chihli. The appointment 
of Tavtai at Kashgar, rendered vacant by 
the death of Yiian Yao-ling, has been con- 
ferred upon Jao Ying-ch‘i, whose successor 
in the Lan-chou Intendancy is En-lin. 

SERIOUS DISTURBANCE IN FUKIEN. 

The Governor-General at Foochow reports 
a serious riot which tovk place between 
opposing factions of the boating population 
on the River Chien in Fukien. It seems 
that a large number of boats owned by 
Kiangsi men ply on the section of the 
river between the town of Kuang-tsé in 





the prefecture of Shao-wu and the district 
city of Ch‘ung-an in the Chien-ning pre- 
fecture. These boats are nearly all fully 
armed and they have gained a notorious 
reputation for.murder, plunder and other 
crimes of the worst kind. There has always 
been the greatest rivalry between them and 
the local boats employed in the Haia-fu, 
Haing-hua and other sections of the river ; 
and feuds in which many thousands of lives 
have been sacrificed have occurred with 
regular frequency durirg the past ten years. 
The naval force of the province available 
for service in the inland waters, formerly 
consisted of 98 armed vessels but owing 
to reductions and retrenchment the number 
is now only 30 old worn-out boats, with 
a complement of 6 sailors each, which, 
it is needless to say, are totally in- 
adequate for patrolling over 1,000 li 
of water communication, This accounts 
for the fact that the reckless conduct 
which has gone on for years past re- 
ceived no attenti-n from the authorities. 
Towards the end of last year the nagistrate 
‘of the Shu-ch‘ang district reported that a 
dispute about the carriage of some salt had 
occurred, at a place named Ta-kan, between 
the Kiangsi men and the boatmen at Hasia- 
fv, and that three of the latter having been 
killed, their companions rallied in a body 
and murdered thirteen of the Kiangsi 
people. Orders were issued for the arrest 
of the offenders and nothing more was 
heard of the affair until the 23rd of June 
last. On that day a further report from 
the magistrate announced that over 50 
Kiangsi boats, carrying over 1,000 men, 
and flying banners and flags, had started 
from Shao-wu with the intention of having 
their revenge for the affair at Ta-kan. The 
memorialist telegraphed at once to the 
Intendant of the Yen Chien Shao Circuit, 
directing him to communicate with all 
the high military authorities within 
reach and request them to take measures 
for cutting off the rioters and slaughter- 
ing them without quarter. Subsequent 
reports aunounced that the -Kiangsi 
boats had arrived within a distance of 10 li 
of Fa-kan, that the magistrate was parley- 
ing with the men, but that they refused to 
listen to official advice. The next news 
was that they had burnt down the Club 
House at Hsia-fu and were plundering, 
burning aud murdering with undiscrimi- 
nating fury. The magistrate returned to 
place the city in a state of defence and 
sent a request for large reinforcements. 
As the tea season in this district was just 
at its height and hundreds of thousands of 
strangers were moving about the country, 
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the memorialist was afraid that the distur- 
bance might assume a very serious aspect, 
and he therefore determined to despatch a 
strong force to quell it and put an end 
once for all to the feuds, which had gone 
on unchecked for a number of years. 
Three generals, each commanding a large 
force of troops, started for the scene 
of the disturbance on the 24th of June 
aud ought to arrive there before the end of 
the month. On the 28th the Taotai tele- 
graphed that the Kiangsi men had sacked 
13 villages and that they had met the 
Imperial force in open battle on two occa- 
sions, on the first of which the Imperialists 


lost one man, while the second resulted in . 


the capture of 20 of the rioters and the 
loss of two men on the part of the regular 
troops. The memorialist sent a telegraphic 
message to the commanding officers to con- 
tinue their advance against the rebels and 
to decapitate summarily all the prisoners. 
The reinforcements which would arrive a 
day or two later would doubtless, the 
Viceroy considers, soon put an end to the 
movement. In the meantime he denounces 
General Liu Yui-mien, Captain Chu Ch‘ang- 
shéng, the Acting Magistrate of Shun- 
ch‘ang, and several other officers for their 
remissness in not suppressing the rising at 
the outset.—Rescripts. We command that 
the officers denounced be handed over to 
the Board for the determination of a 
suitable punishment, and hereby -require 
the Viceroy to see that the Military Autho- 
rities lose no time in suppressing the rising 
and preventing it from spreading further. 


PROPOSED ALTERATIONS IN THE ARMY IN 
HUNAN. 


Three or four years ago when Nien 
Pao-ti was Governor of Hunan he pro- 
osed that as soon.as a thousand vacancies 
had occurred in the list of the private 
soldiers in the provincial army, these 
vacancies should not be filled up but the 
saving effected by the reduction should be 
employed in maintaining a picked body of 
500 troops, each of whom should draw 
dvuble the pay of the soldiers they replaced. 
The matter having been considered by the 
Boards at Peking, the present Governor, 
Wang Wén-shao, was asked for his opi- 
niun on the subject. He reports un- 
favourably on the proposal, and in doing 
so enters into an account of the present 
strength of the provincial forces and 
the duties which they are called upon 
to perform. Hunan, ts explains, is con- 
terminous with Yiinnan and Kuangtun, 
and contains a large populeion of aborigina 
tribes. The command held by the Brigadier 
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Generalsof Chén-kanand Sui-chingembraces 
the country inhabited by the Miao people, 
while more than half of the district under 
the Yung-chou command comprises the 
territory of the Yao tribes. There is very 
little cultivation in these parts and soldier- 
ing has become such a hereditary instinct 
with the natives that they regard it from 
boyhood as their sole aim and profession 
in life. In Chén-kan alone there are 4,000 
soldiers, nearly half of the whole provincial 
force. The only result of any attempt at 
reduction would be to awaken a feeling of 
insecurity and leave a dangerous class of 
the community without any settled employ- 
ment. No retrenchment is possible in the 
frontier part of the army, and the same 
holds good of the garrisons in the chief 
towns. The regular army, it must be 
admitted, is far inferior as a fighting 
machine to the irregular one, but the 
duties of the two are distinct. The 
former has its routine work to perform, 
while the part of the latter is to ward off 
foreign aggression. In Ch‘ang-sha Fu the 
regular forces number 700, with 12 districts 
and departments under their protection. 
In Héng Chow there is a body of 400 men 
to exercise supervision over 7 districts. In 
addition to ordinary garrison duty, they 
are continually engaged in other service 
such as the conveyance of treasure, 
escorting prisoners, acting as gaolers and 
guarding the Government granaries. The 
military condition of Hunan cannot by 
any forced comparison be considered the 
same as that of other provinces. For many 
years past it has been the recruiting ground 
of the Empire: the Hunan soldier leaves 
his plot of groan, leads a wandering life 
as a soldier all over the country, and when 
he returns to his home he is not disposed 
to drop his roving habits and settle down 
to a humdrum life on his anceatral acres. 
If congenial employment is not found for 
him, he will soon drift into bad company 
and become a member of illegal societies. 
In 1864 the Hunan army was reduced by 
nearly forty per cent. and its present 
complement is not more than sufficient. 
During his previous term of office as 
Governor of the province the memorialist 
organised in 1872 a special force of 500 
men, with increased pay, which is still in a 
high state of efficiency. 
llth August. 
APPOINTMENT. 

Hsing-shéng is gazetted Civil Governor 

of Féng-t‘ien. 
BRIGANDAGE IN MANCHURIA. 

The Governor of Hei Lung-chiang states 

that the districts. of Hulan, Pa-yen-su-su 
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and Pei-t‘uan-lin-tzu, all of which have a 
background of mountain fastnesses, are 
naturally suited to form a resort for 
brigands from whose depredations the 
law-abiding portion of the population would 
suffer severely. Military operations have 
been frequently conducted against such 
lawless characters without effecting their 
complete extermination. Last year’s har- 
vest has been very poor in this district and 
the difficulty of obtaining a living augment- 
ed materially the strength of the brigands. 
The Deputy Lieutenant General of Hulan 
having applied for -reinfurcements, more 
than a thousand men were sent to his aid, 
and as it is important that such a large 
force should be under the command of a 
capable officer it is proposed that they 
should be placed in charge of Chi-6rh-hung- 
6, a degraded Lieutenant General who has 
seen much active service in the field, and 
possesses an intimate acquaintance with the 
districts in question. 


12th August. 
LBAVE OF ABSENCE TO THE EMPEROR'S 
TUTOR. 

Wéng T’ung-ho, the Emperor’s Tutor, 
has been granted two months’ leave of 
absence to enable him to return to his home 
in Kiangsu and repair the family cemetery. 
The Emperor speaks highly of the profit he 
has derived from his Tutor’s -efforts to en- 

ighten his ignorance, and as a special mark 
of favour, orders that Wéng T’ung-ho 
should travel at the public expense on his 
return journey to Peking. 
APPOINTMENT. 
Tséng-liu is appointed Taotai at Moukden. 


WOOD FROM KUEICHOW FOR THE REPAIR OF 
THE T‘AI-HO GATE. 


On noticing the account in the Gazette 
of the fire in the Palace which destroyed 
the T‘ai-ho Gate, the Governor and high 
authorities of Kueichow asked permission 
to forward at their own expense a quantity 
of wood to assist in the repairs. They ac- 
cordingly procured from the Tan-chiang 
district 54 immense logs, which are to be 


,conveyed on rafts down the Hung River 


as far as the Tung T‘ing Lake, whence they 
are to be towed by steam launches to the 
Yangtze and eventually taken to Hankow, 
the whole journey occupying from one to 
two months’ time. 


REWARDS TO SUBSCRIBERS TO FAMINE RELIEF 
IN ANHUI. ; 

The Governor-General at Nanking and 
the Governor of Anhui submit a joint 
memorial in which they recommend to the 
Throne, for the bestowal of various forms 
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of reward, a large number of officers on 
the Chihli establishment who subscribed to 
and otherwise assisted in the relief of the 
recent distress in the province of Anhui. 
The usual custom in such cases is for the 
Governor of the province from which the 
subscriptions are sent to send a list of the 
contributors to the Governor of the pro- 
vince for whose benefit they have been 
raised, and for the latter to memorialise 
the Throne on the subject. This course 
has already been .followed in the case of 
the recent distress by the Governor of 
the lower province of Manchuria and the 
Governor of Shantung, the latter of whom 
incidentally mentioned that foreigners had 
administered relief in his province. In 
the present instance, the Governor-General 
and his colleague report that the contribu- 
tions from Chihli amounted to Tls. 120,000, 
of which Tls. 40,000 were sent to the relief 
cf the suffering in Ho-fei, Li Hung-chang’s 
native yl.ce. The number of lives saved 
by this timely aid is estimated at consider- 
ably over 100,090, and great credit is given 
to Chihli, which is naturally a poor province, 
for coming to the rescue of Anhui at a time 
when Honan and Féng-t‘ien were making 
large demands upon its charity. Three 
years ago the officials and gentry of Anhui 
who subscribed for the relief of Chihli 
received special marks of favour from the 
Throne at the instance of Li Hung-chang, 
and it is only fitting that now, when the 
case is reversed, a similar favour should be 
extended to Chihli. Here follows a list 
covering four pages of the Gazette of the 
names of subscribers who are recommended 
for promotion, titles, and other forms of 
reward. 
13th August. 


APPOINTMENT. 


During the absence on leave of Wéng 
T‘ung-ho, Hsii-t‘ung is to act as Presideut 
of the Board of Revenue. 


14th August. 
CONDITION OF THE YELLOW RIVER. 


Wu Ta-ch‘éng forwards a report on the 
steps which he had taken to place the 
Yellow River in a proper state of ‘repair 
for withstanding the freshets of the present 
year. On the 29th of June it was reported 
from Shan Chan that the water had risen 
over lft. Bin. in the Wan-ching section, 
and from earlier reports it appeared that 
that the Ch‘in Ho in the Wu-Chih had 
risen 1ft., while the Chou Rivers and all 
the other affluents of the Yellow River 
had risen to a great extent. The new 
embankment at Chéng Chou had slightly 
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subsided in several places, but measures 
had been taken to raise and strengthen 
it and place it in a general state of security. 
All the important sections of the embank- 
ments both on the Northern’ and Southern 
sides have been secured by additions of 
stone and brickwork, and Portland cement 
has been used to give cohesion to the 
whole. Everything was in a perfect state 
of security on the 13th of July last, but as 
the long period of the summer freshets has 
still to be passed through, memorialist has 
directed his subordinates to continue the 
work of repair and supervision so as to 
guard against any unforeseen contingency. 


PERQUISITES TO THE CLERKS IN THE BOARD 
OF REVENUE, IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE DISBURSEMENTS ON YELLOW RIVER 
REPAIRS. . 


Wu Ta-ch‘éng takes credit to himself 
for having personally superintended all 
receipts and disbursements in connection 
with the breach in the Yellow River, and 
states that the perquisites for the Board 
of Revenue have, to avoid confusion, been 
kept in a separate account, totally distinct 
from the public one. The amount of the 
expenditure, however, is so large and those 
engaged upon the work find it such a good 
opportunity for making money that it is 
impossible to ascertain from outside sources 
the amount which reaches the pockets of 
the clerks in the Board. There is no large 
surplus in the public account, and although 
a secret remittance of, for instance, Tls. 
100,000 for the use of the clerks of the 
Board would be considered by the officers 
engaged in the work asa customary pro- 
ceeding justified by precedent, yet from 
memorialist’s standpoint it could only be 
regarded as a squandering of public money. 
Besides, such a large amount could not be 
remitted by bills to Peking without becom- 
ing generally known, and memorialist, who. 
is scrupulous in all his dealings, is not 
prepared to take upon himself the respon- 
sibility for the faults of others, which, 
if challenged, he could not justify to 
the Emperor. After much reflection, 
therefore, he has decided to report the 
bare facts to the Throne and to suggest 
that, in accordance with the precedent es- 
tablished by Chang Chi-tung when Gover- 
nor of Shanai, anallowanceof Tls. 40 forevery 
Tls. 10,000 spent on the work be given to 
the Clerks in the Board, and that the allot- 
ment of this sum should be undertaken by 
the Heads of the Department. The arrange- 
ment, however, should not be taken ‘as a 
precedent in cases of ordinary disburse- 
ments elsewhere. ; 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO WU TA-CH‘ENG. 


On the 20th of June last Wu Ta-ch‘éng 
presented » Memorial to the Throne stating 
that he was suffering from liver complaint, 
and that his health generally was below 
par, and intimated his intention of taking 
twenty days’ leave of absence. He now 
reports that he returned to duty with im- 
proved health on the 9th of July and started 
from the provincial capital on the 17th of 
that month for a tour of inspection of both 
banks of the Yellow River. 


FURTHER ON THE STATE OF THE YELLOW 
RIVER. 


Wu Ta-ch‘éng reports that just as he was 
despatching the previous memorial he re- 
ceived reports from the district officer of 
Shan Chou and the officer in charge of the 
Huang-chin station. The former stated 
that on the 12th July the River had sud- 
denly risen 2ft. in the Wan-chin section, 
and the later reports a rise of 4ft. 2in. on 
the 7th July in the River Chin at Wu-chih. 
Similar reports of sudden riaings of the 
‘ water have been coming in great numbers 
from other 
‘ owing to the repairs which had been pre- 
viously made, the embankment at Chéng 
Chou, as well as the works on both banks 
of the river, have stood firm; but now 
that the floods have appeared in full 
force a moment must not be lost in takin 
further precautions for their safety, an 
orders to the effect have been issued to all 
the important officials in order to make 
security doubly secure. 


15th August. 


SUPPRESSION OF DISTURBANCE AMONGST 
ABORIGINAL TRIBES ON THE EXTREME 
FRONTIER OF YiiNNAN. 


The Acting Governor-General of Yiinnan 
and Kueichou. reports the suppression 
of a rising amongst the aboriginal tribes 
in the Méng country on the southern 
frontier of Yiinnan bordering on Burma, 
and solicits the bestowal of exceptional 
rewards on the officers engaged in the 
campaign. Last year San Méng Wu and 
other places situated in the. Ning-érh 
district were infested by a number of 
brigands under the leadership of Lo Yao- 
ta and his son Lo Fu-shéng and _ two 
other men, who plundered, burnt and 
harried the country, committing excesses 
of the ‘very worst description. The peace- 
able inhabitants were compelled by force 
to join the movement, which became so 
serious that a Taotai, a Brigadier-General, 
the Sub-prefect of Ssii-mao, and the Ma- 
gistrate of Ning-érh received instructions 
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stations, but fortunately, 


to proceed against the rebels with all the 
forces available at the time. The rebels 
having learned the measures that were 
being taken against them retired to 
Méng-wang, a wooded jungle so dense 
that the Imperial troops were unable tu 
penetrate it. The Magistrate of Ning- 
érh Hsien was however, equal to the 
occasion, and hit upon a device which was 
completely successful. He surrounded the 
jungle with ambushes of the Imperial 
troops, and bribed some men in the cun- 
fidence of the rebels tu induce them to 
come out of their hiding-place. As soon 
as they reached the open country they 
were hemmed in on all sides and assailed - 
by the Imperial troops. Lo Yao-ta, his 
sun and two companions, were taken alive 
and executed on the sput, by the orders of 
the Taotai of the southern division of the 
province. The rest of the rebels broke up 
in utter confusion, and the aboriginal pev- 
ple resumed their occupatious in peace and 
quiet. The acting Viceroy is very enthu- 
siastic over the fact that a muvement, 
which might have necessitated a formid- 
able campaign and the expenditure of 
much blood and money, was suppressed 
without a single shot being fired solely 
through the stratagem and _ ingenuity 
of the magistrate. Both the magistrate and 
and lieutenant who . seconded his efforts 
have been recommended for substantive 
promotion in their respective services. 


CONDITION OF THE YELLOW RIVER IN 
SHANTUNG. 


On the third July {last the Governor of 
Shantung submitted a sy Sr on the general 
condition of the Yellow River, and he now 
forwards a further memorial on the same 
subject, in which he states that a great rise 
tuok place in the water after the 14th July, 
aud during the remainder of the sean 
In Li-ch‘eng, Chi-yang and other districts 
where the bed of the river is narrow, the rise 
was considerably over nine feet, while in 
the lower reaches, where the river is 
broader, it amounted to seven or eight feet, 
making the total rise of the water during the 
freshets seventeen or eighteen Chinese feet. 
Reports received from the river officers 
point to great danger in no less than twenty- 
seven places, some situated in Chi-yang, 
Chang-ch‘iu, Ch‘i-tung, and P‘u-tai dis- 
tricts in the lower portion of the river, and 
the remainder in the Tung-o, Li-ch‘éng and 
other districts in the upper reaches of the 
river. Requests for additienal help either 
in the shape ef men or materials have been 
received from stations extending over 1,000 ~ 
li along the course of the river. At the 
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most dangerous points the water is little 
over a foot below the top of the banks, and 
such an immense volume of water has not 
before been in the river during the sum- 
mer freshets. Great alarm is felt at every 
point for over 280 li on the southern side 
of the river, and a body of over 600 men 
has been sent to render assistance to offi- 
cials in charge of the embankments. 


FURTHER ON THE YELLOW RIVER. 


Just as he was about to despatch the 
previous memorial Chang-yao states that 
he received a report from Captain Huan 
Chin-té announcing that the dykes round 
Ta-chai, Chin-wang and two other villages 
in the Chang-ch‘iu district had been com- 
pletely washed away on the 22nd of July 
ast, and that the waters had overflowed 
the main embankment of the river on the 
southern side, and swept it away for a 
distance of over 30 chang. The four villages 
in question were situated between the 
southern main embankment and the river, 
and were protected from the latter on the 
north, east, and west by circular embank- 
ments stretching over a distance of 10 li. 
The people had been repeatedly warned of 
the risk they were running, and had been 
advised to move outside of the main em- 
bankment, but they objected to be dis- 
turbed. The overflow of the water entered 
the little Ch‘ing Ho, and has been carried 
eastwards to the sea. The Governor asks 
that Li Hsi-chieh, a Taotai connected with 
the river works, should be stripped of his 
button, that Captain Huang Chin-té should 
be degraded but left at his post, and that 
he himself shouid be handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty 
for carelessness in not taking proper pre- 
cautions to avert the calamity. Further 
reports stated that some embankments 
constructed by the people at Hsi-chih-fang 
onthe northern bank of the river in the 
Li Chéng district have been swept away. 
The water is higher By three feet and the 
atate of the current much worse generally 
than when the breach occurred at Chéng 
Chou three years ago, and should any 
further rise occur a great catastrophe is to 
be feared. 

16th August. 
TRIBUTE MISSION FROM TIBET. 

Shéng T‘ai, the Imperial Resident in 
Tibet, begs to report that the period having 
arrived for again forwarding the customary 
articles of tribute to Peking, a Khambu 
and a Nang-so have been despatched on a 
special mission from Anterior Tibet, tra- 
velling, as has been the previous custom, 
by way of Szechuan. ; 
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The Timu Hutuktu, who is comptroller 
of the Treasury in Tibet, has represented 
to the memorialist that a Khambu and 
Nang-so have been deputed to convey to 
Peking and reverentially present to the 
Emperor the customary articles of periodical 
tribute. The Hutuktu who conducted the 
last mission had suggested that the route 
by way of Hsi-ning should be substituted 
for that through Szechuan, but the proposal 
having been vetoed owing to the objections 
raised by the Governor-General of Shensi 
and Kansu, the present mission will follow 
the example of its predecessors and travel 
through Szechuan. The articles of tribute 
had all been carefully prepared, together 


with a congratulatory letter to the Em- - 


peror. The Khambu, Kung-ch‘io-cha-i 
and the Nang-so, Lo-pu-tsang-ch ‘ii-chiio- 
érh, accompanied by forty persons, lay and 
clerical, had been deputed to proceed to 
Peking with the above, and it was asked 
that the Throne should be duly apprised of 
the proposed mission. The Resident re- 
marks that a Nang-so was always attached 
to these missions and granted permission 
to trade, in order to display the desire of 
the Imperial Court that an ample return 
should be made for what was received. 
The tribute offerings have been examined, 
weighed, and securely packed under the 
superintendence of a Commissary, acting 
in conjunction with the Kablans or Coun- 
cillors of State. The Mission is to be 
escorted as far as Szechuan by a body of ten 
soldiers under the command of a Lieutenant 


‘of the Ma-pien garrison who formerly 


served in Tibet, and its departure is fixed 
for the 24th of June. The Resident has 
issued a Pass which will secure it a supply 
of provisions and transport animals from 
the postal stations until it reaches China 
Proper, after which its maintenance, 
travelling expenses, and a supply of 160 


mules will be furnished by the Chinese | 


local authorities. The Resident submits a 
list of the articles of tribute, states that he 
has notified the authorities of the provinces 
through which the Mission is to pass of its 
departure, and adds that he has written 
officially on the subject to the Colonial 
Superintendency, Peking. 


REVIEW OF TROOPS IN TIBET. 


According to established custom the 
troops in Tibet ought to be reviewed every 
spring by the Imperial Resident in person, 
and Shéng T‘ai explains that, being unable 
to perform the duty himself this year, 
owing to his absence on the frontier under 
Imperial instructions, he deputed a Major 
-on the Tibetan establishment to andertake 
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the task on his behalf. The Major in ques- 
tion, Ch‘én-k‘un, in forwarding a muster 
roll of the troops reviewed, explains that 
the great bulk of the forces in Tibet had 
been called away for service on the frontier. 
The performance of those that remained 
was very creditable, prouficency in archery 
aud target practice fete attested by an 
average score of over 70 per cent. Remark- 
ing on the absence from the review of the 
Tibetan troops, the Residént states that 
although they have been recalled from ser- 
vice on the frontier, yet they have become 
so dispirited and enfeebled by the long stay 
there that they all found it necessary to 
avail themselves of leave of absence. As 
their condition was deserving of some sym- 
pathy they were exempted trot undergo- 
ing the present review, but they will in 
accordance with previous customs be called 
out for the autumn manoeuvres. 


17th August. 
LITIGATION AMONG THE MONGOLS. 


In continuation of previous memorials 
the Governor of Chahar reports that he has 
examined into certain charges brought 
against a superintendent of the Imperial 
flocks and herds in the country round about 
Kalgan. The superintendent was accused 
by six subordinate officers of having frau- 
dulently altered the figures in his registers 
concerning the number of sheep supplied. 
The complainants were unable to substan- 
tiate their statements, but they still con- 
tinued to assert their truth. The memo- 
rialist therefore obtained permission to re- 
move them temporarily from their posts in 
order that a formal investigation might be 
held. But in the meantime they all quiet- 
ly aepered, Some of them were traced 
to the Yellow ‘Temple at Peking, and one of 
them was even seen riding in the city ; but 
when hailed, he galloped away at full speed. 
In consequence of their’ having absconded 
memoriglist requests that they may be 
cashiered and severely dealt with.—Decree 
issued previously. 


ra 18th August. 
FUKIEN. SALE OF TITLES FOR YELLOW RIVER. 


The Governor-General at Foochow re-— 


orts the sum received in the province of 

ukien by the sale of official titles for the 
benefit of the fund for the repair of the 
breach of the Yellow River in Honan. 
The period covered by the report extends 
from the middle of the last month of last 
year to the end of the third month in the 
present one. Altogether twenty contribu- 
tions have been made by applicants for 
various titles, from that of literary licentiate 


Google 


115 


upwards. The sum received from them 
amounts.to Tls. 5,656.8. 


A RIVER OFFICER PUNISHED AND 
RE-EMPLOYED. 


It appears from a memorial presented by 
the Governor of Shantung that the summer 
before last the Chu River overflowed and 
washed away its embankments. In cun- 
sequence, at the meworialist’s request, a 
certain Colonel Chén Jung-hui, who was 
in charge at the spot, was ordered to 
be cashiered, the force commanded by 
him was withdrawn, and he was com- 
manded to refund the sum of Tis. 3,200, 
which had been paid to him for labour and 
materials. The River Works Committee 
now reports that the said Ch‘an Jung-hui 
has repaid all the money required from 
him ; and it requests that it may be allowed 
to make use of his services again, as he is 
an officer of great experience in river works, 
The Governor endorses the Committee’s 
opinion as to the practical knowledge pos- 
sessed by the officer, and thinks that it 
would be in the interests of the public 
service to allow him to be employed again 
on prubation.—-Sanctioned. 

REPAIRS TO CITY WALLS IN TURKESTAN. 


A memorial from the Acting Governor of 
Chinese Turkestan states that the city walls 
of the provincial capital have been complete- 
ly rebuilt as well as those of Hami, Guchen, 
Turfan, and Manas, four towns situated on 
the North Road. Butthere remain twocities, 
one Kur-kara-usu, which is an important 
pea because of the roads leading thence to 

i on the west and Tarbagatai on the north ; 
the other Ch‘ang-chi, which by its position 
ig an outlying defence of Urumtsi, the 
capital of the province. The fortifications 
of these two towns have fallen into a sad 
condition since the war. The towers at 
the angles of the walls and over the gates, 
and the half-moons at the gateways are all 
gone ; and the battlements have been des- 
troyed by the weather. The local autho- 
rities, therefore, recently applied fur permis- 
sion to effect the necessary repairs in order 
tu ensure the safety of the towns; and the 
memorialist’s predecessor gave order that 
the troops should assist in the work, and that 
careful estimates should be framed of the 
cost of the same. A statement endursed 
by the Provincial Treasurer has now been 
presented, from which it appears that the 
timber required must be brought from 
places in in the midst of the mountains 
three or four hundred li away, so that the 
expense of carriage will be very great, and, 
on account of the decayed condition of the 
towns, the remaining materials, and the 
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artisans wanted must be sought for in 
other towns. It is therefore computed 
that, exclusive of the wurkmen’s feud, the 
repairs at Kur-kara-uau will cost Ts. 8,600 
and those at Ch‘ang-chi Tls. 9,000. Being 
satisfied with the accuracy of the estimates 
the memorialist has given his sanction for 
the expenditure of the money, which will 
be duly accounted fur when the work is 
completed. 


DAMAGE BY HAIL IN SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung states that on 
the 24th of May last great damage was 
caused by hail to the crops in Chit Chou 
and I-shui, two districts in the prefecture 
of I-chou Fu. On receipt of the news the 
memorialist despatched a sum of Tis. 5,000 
to each of the districts. He at the same 
time sent special officers to aid in the 
distribution of the relief, and ordered the 
Provincial Treasurer to find out the state 
of affairs in each village with a view to the 
postponement of the grain tax where it 
might be necessary. It is now reported to 
him that the money has been distributed ; 
and seed corn has been issued to those 
whose autumn crops were destroyed, with 
an exhortation to sow their lands again as 
soon as possible in order that they may 
reap a late harvest. 


STOPPAGE OF DISTILLERIES IN SHANTUNG. 


On account of the high price of corn this 
spring the Governor of Shantung forbade 
all distilling of wine throughout the pro- 
vince. The price of corn has fallen some- 
what since, and the early harvest has been 
gathered. But seeing that even in the 
best of times Shantung is partly dependent 
on other provinces for its food supply, the 
Governor therefore thinks it will be ad- 
visable not to remove the prohibition for 
the present. If there be a succession of 
prosperous years the matter can be taken 
into consideration again. It will thus be 
necessary to forego the collection of the 
distillers’ taxes this year, amounting to 
something over two thousand taels.— 
Approved. 

19th August. 
SIX PERSONS MURDERED BY POISON. 

The murderer, a man named Hsii Jung- 
ch‘un, was a native of P‘u-ch‘ong Hsien 
in Fukien. He lived in the same house 
with two of his cousins, who were brothers, 
but kept a separate establishment from 
them. He was formerly the tenant of an 
*‘ eight picul” lot of rice land ; but by some 
means the younger cousin ousted him from 
it and occupied it against his will. He 
frequently demanded it back again, but 
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was met with curses and blows. Brooding 
over his wrongs he determined to take 
his enemy’s life by poison. Under the 
pretence that he wished to kill rats he in- 
duced an old barber to purchase for him a 
packet of arsenic. His enemy, the younger 
cousin, was in the habit of rising very 
early in order to go and work in the fields, 
and for this reason always breakfasted 
alone on the cold remains of the family 
supper, which were placed for him in a 
special vessel. Inthe dead of the night, 


therefore, when all were asleep, the mur- 


derer stealthily went to the place where 
the vessel of food was kept and poured the 
arsenic into it. Afterwards he absconded 
without waiting to see the result of his act. 
Next morning it happened that the cousin 
rose early as usual; but instead of pro- 
ceeding to the fields to work, he went to 
visit a friend and therefore did not make 
his customary meal. After he was gone 
his brother’s wife found the uneaten © 
rice and mixed it up with that which 
she was preparing for the family meal. 
When breakfast time came her husband, 
the elder cousin, found fault with her for 
not cleaning the rice properly, and said it 
was full of stones and sand. Not liking to 
be rebuked she retired from the table with- 
out eating anything. Besides the members 
of the family who partook of the food, there 
was also the old barber, who was shaving 
some one in the house, and was therefore 
invited to join the company. Later in the 
day all began to complain of violent pains. 
A medical man was summoned, and he 
declared that they had taken poison. In 
spite of the remedies applied, six persons 
died, namely, the elder brother, and four 
of his family, two sons, a daughter, and a 
granddaughter, and the old barber as 
well. Four others were poisoned, but 
fortunately revived, among them being 
the murderer’s eldest son, who was 
employed in his cousins’ family as a cow 
boy. The murderer was afterwards arrest- 
ed and brought to justice. He has 
been sentenced to branding and immediate 
decapitation, such being the punishment for ~ 
unintentionally murdering ‘three or more 
members of one family. He was also found 
guilty on two other counts, namely, at- 
tempting to poison his younger cousin, and 
poisoning four persons who recovered. But 
as these are lesser offences in the eye of 
the law than that for which he has been 
sentenced, they must be passed over in 
the present instance. On account of the 
heinous nature of his crime, it is considered 
that he should not be allowed to have the 
benefit of the Act of Grace issued in the 
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spring of this year. The surviving cousin 
is sentenced to eighty blows and one 
month’s cangue for wrongfully appro- 
priating the land, which was the origin 
of all the trouble. But his offence is 
ene which will come under the Act of 
Grace. The land will be restored to the 
murderer's eldest son.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 

LOOCHOOAN BOATS DRIVEN BY WEATHER TO 

FOOCHOW. 


The Foochow authorities report the 
arrival of two junks from the Loochoo 
Islands, one with a crew of eight men and 
the other with nine. They belonged to the 
towns of Yun-wei Fu and Na-pa Fu res- 
pectively. They were driven out to sea by 
gales in April, and after a few days’ tossing 
about made the coast of Fukien in safety. It 
has been arranged to furnish them daily with 
8 pint of rice and six-tenths of a tael cent 
to buy salt and vegetables. When they 
start on their return journey they will be 
given a month’s provisions and a present of 
money according to precedent.—Approved. 

20th August. 


DESTRUCTION OF NATIVE OPIUM BARRIERS. 
It appears that rules for the taxation of 
opium produced in Chékiang were framed 
under instructions from the late Governor, 
and were duly reported by him to Peking 
for the approval of the Emperor. Among 
the localities in the province which manu- 
facture opium is the district of Hsiang-shan 
near Ningpo. At the beginning of the 
present year the Magistrate of Hsiang-shan 
and the local Superintendent of likin ap- 
lied for permission to establish three addi. 
ional branch barriers in the district. The 
present Governor was very unwilling to 
consent to this, because he knew that the 
multiplication of barriers led to the increase 
of abuses in a much greater degree than it 
did to an augmentation of the revenue. 
He yielded, however, on account of the 
state of the public treasury, and the three 
new barriers came into existence at the 
beginning of the third month. At the end 
of the fifth month it was reported to him 
that no duty had hitherto been paid at any 
of the new barriers ; but one of them had 
just been destroyed by a crowd of men 
eaded by one K‘ung Jen-hua; and the 
next day the same party had invaded 
the Magistrate’s residence, pretending 
that they were looking for the likin 
Superintendent, and had smashed the 
furniture in the public rooms, A retired 
official named Wang Shih-hui was at the 
same time accused of having been the secret 
inatigator of the riot. The Governorgavethe 
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orders necessary at the moment, and shortly 
afterwards he was told that K‘ung Jen- 
hua had voluntarily surrended to the Ning- 
po authorities. K‘ung Jen-hua deposed 
that he had taken some opium out to sell, 
whereupon a likin runner had accused him 
of trying to smuggle and wanted to fine him. 
This led to a dispute and so toa riot ; but 
he was not present and did not take any 
part in what was done by the nob. It 
was also reported that a number of gentle- 
men had come forward and certified that 
the retired official, Wang Shih-hui, had 
nothing to do with the matter. 

The Governor is very angry with the 
authorities concerned. The Likin Office 
was only established provisionally ; and, as 
it failed to collect anything, the circum- 
stances should have been reported in order 
that either it might be removed or steps be 
taken to make it efficient. In addition to 
this, the runners were kept under no control 
and were allowed to cause trouble by extort- 
ing money. The Magistrate also misconduct- 
ed himself by sending in an untrustworthy 
report, and asking that the soldiers might 
be allowed to kill the rioters if necessary. 
The memorialist therefore begs that the 
likin officer may be cashiered and the 
Magistrate reduced to a lower rank. He 
at the same time dves not attempt to excuse 
the rioters who took the law into their own 
hands, and has given orders to discover the . 
originators and actual participants in the 
disturbance, with a view to their severe 
punishment.— Approved. 


AN OFFICIAL PUNISHED FOR HEARING A CASE. 


A man from Shantung named Yang Tso- 
liang was living near Huai-jen Hsien in 
Manchuria, where he earned money 
by working for others. Two other Shan- 
tung men, whom he knew well, were also 
settled in the same place. One of them 
had a daughter, whom Yang Tso-liang 
proposed to marry, the other fellow-coun- 
tryman acting as middle-man in the 
transactions. It was arranged that the 
suitor should make a present to the father 
of 440 strings of cash. He paid ina certain 
time 380 strings but could not manage the 
remainder. At last the father threatened 
that if the money were not forthcoming, he 
would break off the match immediately. 
Yang Tso-liang ‘therefure went off to the 
town and lodged a complaint before a 
petty official called the Hsiin-chien. The 
Hsiin-chien ought to have referred the case 
to the Magistrate; but instead of doing 
so he heard it himself. The judgment 
he gave was to the effect that Yang Tso- 
liang should pay the balance and marry 
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the girl. Meanwhile Yang Tso-liang had 
incurred a debt of 17 strings at the inn, for 
which the girl’s father became security. 
They then went away together to the latter's 
house. Yang Tso-liang was unable to get 
employment, and was much distressed at 
the little prospect he had of earning the 
money. At lust, giving way to melancholy, 
he swallowed some opium which had been 
left about the house. An enquiry was held 
concerning his death, when the hearing of 
the case by the Hsiin-chien came to light. 
The latter pleaded that he was temporarily 
in charge of the Magistrate’s office, the 
latter being absent from the town. It 
was decided by the memorialists that 
he had not given a corrupt decision ; but 
nevertheless he had broken:a distinct provi- 
sion of the law by taking upon himself to 
exercise judicial functions. He had no 

ower to try the case, and shvuld have left 
it to be heard by the Magistrate on the 
latter’s return. He has therefore been 
condemned to be cashiered, such being the 
penalty laid down for unlawfully sitting in 
judgment, when the proceedings result in 
any one’s thereby losing his life.-— Approved. 

21st August. 

DISTURBANCES BY KIANGSI MEN IN FUKIEN. 

The high authorities of Fukien have 
already reported to the Emperor the ser- 
ious disturbances created by Kiangsi boat- 
men in the interior of the province. They 
now describe the measures which have 
been successfully taken to restore order. 
After the events narrated in the previous 
memorial the insurgents continued to 
plunder and burn the surrounding villages, 
murdering the inhabitants and committing 
every sort of atrocity. On the 26th of the 
month their fleet anchored in the Fu-t‘un 
river. In the dead of the night General 
Liu made an attack upon them, employing 
fire-balls to burn their boats. Only three 
soldiers lost their lives ; but more than a 
hundred of the rebels were killed or 
drowned, and the remainder fled in all 
directions. In the’ pursuit that ensued 
seven men were captured, all of whom 
were found on examination to have been 
among the originators of the breach or to 
have taken a leading part in resisting the 
troops. Three days afterwards the troops 
again attacked the insurgents on a hill side 
where they had taken their stand. Be- 
tween ten and twenty of them were shot, 
and the rest fled for their lives across the 
mountain top. Three more men _ were 
taken prisoners, of whom one was the 
principal leader of all the Kiangsi men, 
and the others were standard bearers and 
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active participants in the outrages com- 
mitted. At the same time the Shun- 
ch‘ang Magistrate arrested a menber of 
the Ko-lao suciety, who had joined the 
insurgents for purposes of plunder. These 
four men with the seven previously captur- 
ed were all executed upon the spot.. The 
remaiuder of the insurgents have escaped 
to Chin-lung Shan and its neighbourhood, 
where active search will be kept up till all 
the chief offenders are arrested. The 
people of Shun-ch‘ang and its neighbour- 
hood are all immigrants, principally from 
Ting-chou Fu and Hsing-hua Fu ; and 
there has long been a serious feud between 
them and the Kiangsi men. It is proposed 
to compel both parties to surrender their 
arms, which can be effected by means of 
the strong body of troops who are now 
present, and whom it will not be advisable 
to withdraw immediately. The people in 
the towns néar Shun-ch‘ang, who werd 
beginning to leave their homes, are now 
settling down again quietly. 
22nd August. . 

BREACH IN NORTH BANK OF YELLOW RIVER. 


An Imperial Decree notices a memorial 
from the Governor of Shantung reporting 
the breach in the north bank of the Yellow 
River. Accordingto theGovernor’s report, 
on the 9th and 10th of August the river 
overflowed its banks at Chang Ts‘un and 
other places in the district of Ch‘i-ho, about 
one-fifth of the water thus deserting its 
proper channel, and flowing along the 
course of the T‘u-hai River to the sea, The 
officials responsible for the embankments at 
thespot areordered tobe punished in various 
ways. Acertain brevet Culonel Chang Yung- 
hang is cashiered and condemned to serve 
on the post-roads in Mongolia, two more 
military and one civil officer are cashiered, 
while another colonel and the local Magis- 
trate are nominally dismissed, but are re- 
tained at their posts. The Governor is 
ordered to relieve the distressed people and 
to close the breach as svon as possible. 


COPPER FROM YUNNAN FOR PEKING. 
T‘ang ch‘iung, superintendent of Mines 
in Yunnan, reports that he has despatched 
500,000 catties of copper, forming the 
second instalinent of the eighth. lot for the 
use of the Government at Peking. 


COPPER MINE AT WEI-NING IN KUEI-CHOU. 


The same memorialist states that the 
Japanese mining expert employed has 
found a spot at Ta-lang shan, forty 
li from Wei-ning, where the indications of 
ore are very promising; and the public 
company has been ordered to get miners 
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and set to work at once. Though the works 
will be carried on with all speed, it will 
take a year and more before a profitable 
result is reached. It is therefore requested 
that no royalty may be exacted till the year 
after next.— Approved. : 


SLOW PRODUCTION AT MINES. 


The same snemorialist reports that hither- 
to the copper in Yunnan has been cast in 
irregular blocks, which gave facilities for 
stealing and peculation. He has therefore 
instructed the public company working the 
mines in future to make blocks of a certain 
form and stamped with the date, their 
weight, and the name of the mine. This 
will cause a month or two’s delay. More- 
over many of the workmen are ill with 
fever, which prevents their working. Also, 
the ore at present reached is not rich, and 
the furnaces are not yet in perfect working 
order. It has taken two million pounds of 
ore to make a hundred thousand pounds 
of copper. Under these circumstances it 
will be only possible to get five hundred 
thousand pounds during the present year. 


PRISONER RECAPTURED AT TIENTSIN. 


According to a, report of the Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang, eight years ago a man 
named Wan Yuan-ch‘ing was arrested for 
robbing the house of an Englishman called 
Wells at Tientsin: Three other men were 
engaged in the affair; two of them were 
never caught, but one, the leader of the 
party, was put to death, having been dis- 
covered and convicted by means of evidence 
given by Wan Yuan-ch‘ing. On this ac- 
count, and because he had not been guilty 
of bloodshed, Wan Yuan-ch‘ing’s sentence 
of death was commuted to one of penal 
servitude. He was sent to Kao-lan Hsien 
in Kansu, where he was fettered with an 
iron bar and stone weight and delivered 
to a man to be taken charge of. The 
following year, being very miserable, he 
determined to make his escape. He broke 
the bar and chain, and with the help of 
a drug effaced the mark branded on his 
cheek. After this he started eastward, 
and at the end of three years wanderings 
arrived again in Tientsin, where he was 
before long recognised and arrested. 

A prisoner under commured sentence 
of death who escapes from his place of 
confinement is liable to be put to death 
on recapture without reference to Peking. 
But as some such offenders have been 
allowed the benetit of the recent act of 
grace, the memorialist humbly reports the 
case for His Majesty’s decision.-—Referred 
to the Board of Punishments. 


Google 


23rd August. 


REWARDS FOR RELIEVING DISTRESS IN 
ANAUI. 

At the request of the Governor of Anhui 
the Emperor confers various honours on a 
long list of officials and gentlemen who 
have taken part in the relief of distress in 
the northern part of the province. Some 
of those rewarded collected contributions 
to large amounts ; others took part in dis- 
tributing money, built boats and rescued 
people, or gave away clothes and medicines, 
To their action in different ways the Em- 
peror ascribes the preservation of a large 
number of lives. 


24th August. 
REPAIRS TO THE ARSENAL AT NANKING. 


The Governor-General of the Two Kiang 
reports that during the twenty years that 
the Arsenal at Nanking has been in exist- 
ence the walls, beams and _. supporting 
columns have been moved out of place by 
the continual working of the machinery, 
and that the pipes in connection with the 
boilers have worn thin and suffered dam- 
age in many places. A new workshop has 
been completed, and the entire staff of 
workmen having been transferred there, the 
business of the establishment is going one 
as usual. Unless the plant of the old build- 
ing is immediately repaired, it will become 
quite unfit for use. The total cost of the 
necessary repairs, including a sum of Tle. 
2,000 for new furnaces, is estimated at Tis. 
8,000, and as such a large payment cannot 
be made out of the yearly allowance 
for the manufacture of ammunition it is 


‘proposed that it should be defrayed out of 


the two-tenths of the Shanghai foreign 
customs. 
25th August. . 


DEATH OF KUNG-T‘ANG, GOVERNOR OF HEI 
LUNG-CHIANG. 


The Viceroy Li Hung-chang submits a 
memorial respecting the death of Kung- 
t‘ang which occurred at Tientsin on 
the 28th of July last. The deceased 
suffered severely from the hot weather on 
his journey from Hei Lung Chiang, and 
when he reached the Hun-t‘ung River 
was laid prostrate with dysentery. As 
there were no doctors near he continued 
his journey to Newchwang before he had 
completely recovered. ere he obtained 
medical advice and was able to proceed to 
Tientsin where, in spite of a relapse, he 
determined to go on-to Peking as soon as 
possible. He had scarcely started, however, 
before he was obliged to return and only 
reached Tientsin again in time to die. 


120 


[Aue. 28—26. 


i 


The deceased who was a member of a 
distinguished family had held many frontier 
appointments and during his tenure of 
office in Hei Lung Chiang had done much 
towards strengthening the military position 
of the province and developing its mineral 
wealth. He had been quite recently 
transferred to the post of Tartar General 
at Hangchow, which appointment he was 
to take up after he had had audience of the 
Emperor. Memorialist asks that- his re- 
mains may be allowed to enter Peking and 
that the posthumous honour due to hib 
high rank may be paid to his memory. 
YELLOW BIVER IN SHANTUNG. 

In continuation of his Report of the 26th 
of July last, the Governor of Shantung 
gives further details respecting the breach 
in the embankment of the Yellow River in 
Chang-ch‘iu and the measures which have 
been taken for the relief of the distress 
caused by the floods. About one-fifth of 
the total volume of water that escaped was 
carried by thé Little Ching River past Lé-an 
to theses. A great many villages in Chang- 
ch‘iu, Tsau-p‘ing, Hsin-ch‘éng, Kao-yiian, 
Po-yeh and other districts on the banks of 
the above river suffered severely from the 
floods. In Chang-ch‘iu and Tsau-p‘ing 
members of the Famine Relief Committee 
are at present busy distributing funds, 
while in Lé-an and other districts on the 
lower reaches of the river similar good work 
is being performed by the Taotai of Chefoo 
and several gentlemen connected with 
the Southern Committee. The Governor, 
accompanied by the Taotai, Li Hsi-chieh, 
- held an inspection of the breach at Ta-chai 
and found that the banks in the vicinity 
were in such a dangerous condition that it 
would be necessary to wait until the autumn 
when the water is low before attempting 
to close it If repaired now in one place, 
it would be almost certain to give way in 
another and more damage would be done 
than if it were left untouched. Of the 
overflow on the northern embankment at 
Hsi-chih-fany some thirty or forty per cent. 
of the volume of water has been conducted 
back to the main stream'by opening dykes 
at Wu-t‘ang miao, while the remainder has 
entered the -T‘u-hai River to the north of 
Chi-yang. 

MORE ON THE YELLOW RIVER. 


In a sub-memorial Chang Yao states that 
the upper portion of the Yellow River which 
flows through Chihli and Shantung had 
originally no regular channel. After the 
great breach at T‘ung-wa-hsiang the 
waters spread in an easterly direction 
until they reached the Tung-o district, 
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whence they were conducted to the 
sea by the Ta-ch‘ing River. At first 
the course of the river was close to the 
Chin embankment, but subsequently it took 


- a southerly direction which necessitated the 


construction of the Liu-huang ling of em- 
bankment. Fora number of years past the 
latter structure has shown great signs of 
danger, and since the third moon of. the 
present year scarcely a day has passed 
without trouble occurring somewhere in 
P*‘y Chouand Fan Hsien. The memorialist 
visited the locality in person and saw for 
himself the great difficulty of providing 
against the danger, owing to the loose 
nature of the soil, which is merely sltifting 
sand deposited by previous floods. On the 
28th and 29th of July last the embankment 
at the village of Liu-liu in P‘u Chou was 
swept away for a distance of over 50 chang 
by the rushing mass of water which the 
Ch‘ing-shui River brought down from 
Chihli. The overflow joined the main 
stream again at Chang-chuang. Any 
attempt at closing the breach would at 
present only add to the mischief, but steps 
are being taken to have both the 
ends securely fastened, so as to prevent 
any further collapse. The responsible 
officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Chang Shih- 
chung, has been connected with the rive, 

for over 20 years and has worked day an 

night to avert any danger of the kind that 
has now happened. In consideration of his 
past services, it is asked that he may merely 
be stripped of his button and afforded an 
opportunity of retrieving his reputation. 
The water had fallen 7 feet during the 
ten days preceding the date of this memo- 
rial, but a telegram from Honan announced 
another rise of 1 foot 6 inches in the river 
there. 

26th August. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Liu Cho-yiin is gazetted Intendant of 
Ting Chang Lung Circuit in Fukien. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO WENG T‘UNG-HO. 


Wéng T‘ung-ho, the President of the 
Board of Revenue, who is also the Empe- 
ror’s Tutor, makes an application for two 
months’ leave of absence to enable him to 
return to his home in Kiangsu and repair 
the family cemetery. It is more than ten 
years since he paid his last visit to his 
native place, and were it not that he has 
learned from his private letters that his 
ancestral burying ground, which lies close 
to a mountain ravine, is in danger of being 
swept away by flood, he would not venture 
to ask leave to quit his post at the present 
moment. He propose’, however, to go and 
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return by steamer and to be back punc- 
tually at the expiration of his leave. 
MONTHLY EXPENSES OF WAR VESSELS AT 
NANKING, 

Some two or three years ago the Board 
of War recommended that the disburse- 
ments for wages and other expenses on 
board the Nan-shén and Nan-jui, two 
vessels of the Nanking fleet, should be 
reduced, on the ground that defensive 
measures on such a large scale were no 
longer necessary. The Viceroy having 
been called upon for a report on the subject 
states that in originally determining the 
amount of this outlay the horse-power of 
the various vessels was adopted as the 
basis of the calculation. In the case 
of the Ch‘éng-ch‘ing, for instance, a vessel 
of 150 horse-power, the monthly disburse- 
ment for salaries and wages amounts 
to Tis. 1,771.5, while on the two 
vessels above alluded to whose. horse- 

ower is 2,800, the expenses are only Tis. 

425. Though ‘the horse-power of these 
two vessels is greater than that of the 
Ch‘éng-ch‘ing, by 2,620, the difference in 
. their working expenses is only a little over 
Tis. 1,650 pér month. This scale of pay- 
ment is already so economical that no fur- 
ther reduction can be made without im- 
pairing the efficiency of the service, and it 
would be a great pity for the sake of a 
small saving to dispense with the services of 
men who have had the advantage of many 
years’ training. 

27th August. 
APPOINTMENT. 

Chung-héng, a Secretary in one of the 
Boards, has been appointed Intendant of 
the Yen Yi Ts‘ao Chi Circuit in Shantung. 
DISTURBANCE IN ANHUI IN CONNECTION WITH 

THE LEVY OF THE LAND TAX. 

The Governor of Anhui. reports the 
circumstances connected with a disturbance 
in the Chien-té district caused by enforcing 
pe of the land tax. The Magistrate 

ad received instructions to make a survey 


of the region and report in what places an - 


exemption from the tax ought to be grant- 
ed, payment in other parts being enforced 
as usual. A number of tenants, holding 
farms which had not suffered from the 
drought, having delayed payment for over 
a year, the Magistrate visited the locality 
in person and summoned the tax cullectors 
before him in the office of the Police 
‘Magistrate of the district, warning them 
that prompt payment would be demanded 
from the defaulting farmers. The latter, 
annoyed by the constant appeals made to 
them for payment, collected to the num- 
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ber of eighteen and proveeded in a body 
to the office of the Police Magistrate, 
where they wished to argue the question 
of their liability with the- collectors. The 
Magistrates were both absent at the mo- 
ment, and the men thinking that they were 
in hiding in the back portion of the pre- 
mises, intruded into the inner precincts in 
search of them. The Police Magistrate's 
wife, alarmed by the noise of their approach 
and the uproar from the onlookers in the 
street, tried to make her escape, dnd in 
doing so, fell on her face and sustained . 
serious injuries. Two of the rioters were 
subsequently arrested, and the remainder 
having made their escape to Kiangsi, 
an application for their rendition has been 
made to the Governor, of that province. 
No special law can be found to cover the 
case, and the nearest analagous provision 
in the Statute Book is that relating to 
the punishment of vagabonds who take 
advantage of seasons of scarcity to commit 
plunder and create disturbance affecting 
the repute of the officials and the public 
peace. The crime in such instances con- 
stitutes a capital offence punishable by 
decapitation, but as there was no intention 
to plunder in the present case, the severity 
of the punishment has under the circums- 
tances been reduced, and the men have 
been sentenced to 100 blows and banish- © 
ment to a distance of 3,0001i. Tho amnesty 
pot last year on the occasion of the - 

mperor’s accession is not to affect the 
sentence. 


28th August. 


EXAMINATION OF THE STUDENTS IN THE 
. GOVERNMENT SCHOOL AT CANTON 

The High Authorities at Canton report 
the result of a triennial examination of the 
students in the Government School at 
Canton. The first examination of the kind 
took place in November, 1867, and was 
conducted by the then Tartar-General and 
the Viceroy Jui-lin, whosent up to Peking 
the names of six candidates selected for the 
proficiency they had attained in their 
studies. A further examination of these 
candidates was held by the Taung-li Yamén, 
and they were all raised to the position of 
Interpreters with the right of competing 
for a provincial degree, and granted 
appointments in the various Yaméns in 
Canton. Examinations have since been 
held at intervals of three years, 
but the position of Interpreter in the 
Canton Yaméns having become a purely 
nominal appointment, it was abolished on 
the recommendation of the late Tartar- 
General, Ch‘ang Shan, and any duties of 
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the kind were to be performed by the most 
advanced of the students, whose services 
were to be rewarded at the end of the year. 
On the present occasion the foreign teacher, 
Lei-ni, was asked to select 14 of the stu- 
dents who had shown special diligence 
during their term of study and send up 
their names as candidates for examination. 
The examination consisted of translations 
from Chinese into English and from English 
into Chinese. The Chinese renderings of 
eight of the candidates were fairly good, 
and the English, according to the report 
of the teacher, Lei-ni, contained no 
serious errors. Four of the candidates 
have been appointed Student Interpre- 
ters, and the other four have received 
minor degrees which will enable them to 
compete for the higher degree at the Pro- 
vincial examination. The other students 
are either to be retained or not, according 
to the proficiency they display at a subse- 
quent test examination. 


REWARD TO AN OFFICER FOR PROMPT 
COLLECTION OF THE GRAIN TAX. 


The Governor-General of Hu Kuang and 
the Governor of Hupeh submit an applica- 
tion of behalf of a Magistrate who made a 
prompt collection of the land-tax within his 
district. The officer in question, who was 
Acting Magistrate of*Ma-ch‘éng, collected 
and forwarded within the year over Tls. 
30,000, the amount in which the district was 
assessed, and it is asked that one step of 
commutative rank should be conferred 
upon him. 


AMNESTY ON THE OCCASION OF THE EMPEROR’S 
ACCESSION. 

The President of the Board of War and 
his colleagues submit a list of 14 persons at 
present under sentence of transportation, 
who are entitled to receive either a general 
pardon or to have their term of service 
reduced on account of the amnesty pro- 
claimed by the Emperor. This excludes 
several officers who are undergoing sen- 
tences of transportation on account of 
failure of duty in military operations, and 
leaves out of consideration 33 others who 
have made their escape from the post roads 
and have not been re-arrested. 


OFFICER RETAINED IN HUPEH. 


When an officer receives promotion in 
the civil service he is expected to proceed 
to Peking for audience, unless the Decree 
conferring his appointment specially ex- 
empts him from pha so. The Governor- 
General of Hu Kuang requests that his 
Lieutenant-Governor K‘uai Té-piao, who 
was recently transferred to Formosa, may be 
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allowed to remain at his present post until 
the arrangements connected with the Pro- 
vincial examinations have been completed, - 
after which he will give over charge at once 
to his successor, Téng Hua-hsi, and proceed 
northward, 


29th August. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM CHUNGKING FOR 
RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN ANHUI. 


A sum of Tls. 80,000 was sent from 
Chungking during the past two years to 
relieve the distress which prevailed in the 
province of Anhui. Of this amount Tls. 
27,400 were raised by small contributions 
for which no special reward could be 
claimed, but as charitable deeds, when 
performed by Chinese, are never left un- 
noticed by the Government, the Governor 
of Anhui and the Viceroy of Szechuan have | 
hit upon the following for. rewarding the 

hilanthropy of the natives of Chung- 
line The Board of Rites some time ago 

rocured authority for increasing the num- 
fee of the places to be competed for at 
the Degree examinations in any district 
which had been conspicuous for ite liber- 
ality in such a case, and the present 
memorialists, taking advantage of this 
precedent, ask that the natives of the 
Chungking prefecture should henceforth be 
allowed to compete for two more places at 
the civil and military examinations for the 
first degree. Both the Governor and the 
Viceroy at Nanking, who also adda his 
support to the request, express a hope that 
the application will be favourably enter- 
tained in order that a stimulus be given to 
well duing.—Referred to the consideration of 
the Board. 

The same Gazette contains two other me- 
morials from the Governor of Anhui solicit- 
ing the bestowal of Imperial marks of 
favour upon various .other Chinese sub- 
scribers to the relief of the recent distress 
in that province. 


DEATH OF THE GOVERNOR OF KUANGSI. 


An Imperial Decree notices. the death 
of Kao Ch‘ung-chi, the late Lieutenant- 
Governor of Canton, who had only re- 
cently been promoted to the Governor- 
ship of Kuangsi. The deceased rose from 
the post of District Magistrate through the 
successive ranks of the Civil Service until 
he attained the high position on which he 
had just entered when he was prematurely 
cut off.. The Emperor deeply laments his 
death, and orders that all the honours due 
to his rank be accorded to the memory of 
the deceased. é 
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30th August. 


POISONING OF THREE MEMBERS OF ONE 
’ FAMILY. 

The following case is reported by the 
Viceroy at Tientsin as having occurred in 
the department of Yen-ch‘ing. Liu-t‘an and 
Chan-ling were two small farmers who had 
been neighbours in the district for many 
years without any ill-feeling. Early in the 
present year the latter asked the former for 
a loan of money, and on meeting with a 
refusal, abused him fur his unkindness and 
ended by kicking and beating him. The 
matter was settled for the moment by the 
intervention of some friends, but Liu-t‘an 
felt so keenly the insult that had been put 
upon him that, after brooding over it for 
some days, he determined to have the life 
of his assailant. .. Not long afterwards he 
happened to be one day at a fair, where he 
met a friend named Wang Kuo-pao, from 
whom he bought some arsenic with which 
he determined to effect his purpose. On 
his return home he took advantage of the 
absence of his wife to mix the arsenic with 
some buckwheat flour which he found in 
the house, and wrapping the whole up in a 
paper parcel he laid it at the door of Chan- 
ling’s house. He then corcealed himself ina 
place from which he could watch the result 
of his device. Chan-ling, who had been 
from home, very soon returned, and, fall- 
ing into the trap, picked up the paper 
parcel and took it into the house. Next 
morning the flour was made into little rolls 
of which the whole family partook, and 
very soon they were all attacked with 
symptoms of poisoning. Lentil porridge 
was used as an antidote but without effect, 
_ for three of them died, one on the same 
day and two shortly. afterwards. The poi- 
soner, afraid of detection, attempted to 
hang himself in an unoccupied temple 
outside the village, but was cut down 
before life was extinct. He has since 
been sentenced to death by the ling- 
ch‘th process for the murder of three per- 
sons in one family, and his property has 
been confiscated for the benefit of the 
widow of his victim. His wife, though 
ignorant of her husband’s guilt, ought 
according to law to be banished ‘to a 
neighbouring district, but as her case comes 
under the category included in the amnesty 
proclaimed on the Emperor’s accession, she 
is to receive a free pardon. His daughter, 
a child, has already been transferred to 
another family to be brought up as the wife 
of one of its members, and is therefore 
exempted from all connection with her 
_ father’s guilt. Wang Kuo-pao, who sold 
the poison, did so under the belief that it 
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was to be used for destroying vermin in 
the fields, but had it not been that he is 
also entitled to the benefit of the late 
amnesty, he would have been sentenced 
to receive eighty blows for selling poison 
without proper precautions. . 


August 31st. 
PRINCE I VACATES HIS APPOINTMENTS. 


Tsai-tun, Prince I, has reported that the 
leave of absence granted to him has expired, 
but he is still suffering from sickness. The 
Emperor therefore permits him to relinquish 
all his official duties. Whenever his health 
is restored, he wil report himself again for 
service. 


SERICULTURE INTRODUCED INTO KUANGSI. 


The Governor of Kuangsi, Shen Ping- 
ch‘eng, states that, on studying the 
condition of the province under his 
charge he came to the conclusion that 
its poverty and backward state were due 
party to the natural listlessness of the 
people and partly to the want of encourage- 
ment from the officials; in which way it 
came to pass that every one considered the 
region to be unfitted for the cultivation of 
silk. Moreover, the memorialist found in 
the provincial archives a decree issued by 
His Majesty eight years ago in which the 
neglect of this profitable occupation was 
severely commented upon. Therefore, 
being a native of Chékiang and so person- 
ally acquainted with all the details of 
scriculture, he set to work to discover why 
the previous efforts had resulted in failure. 
He addressed a circular to the local magis- 
trates, desiring each to report what land 
there was in his district fit for planting the 
mulberry, and whether there was any waste 
ground or not. He at the same time in- 
structed them to inquire into the subject 
of growing the cotton plant, the tea shrub 
and all kinds of fruit trees. Next he caused 
various works on the production of silk to 
be printed and issued to the public: and 
he established at Kuei-lin Fu a Board of 
sericulture consisting of officials of high 
standing. Under the Board’s instructions 
officers were sent to Chékiang and Kuang- 
tung, where they purchased more than a 
hundred thousand mulberry shoots. These 
were planted last winter on about seventy 
mow of land, and, the spring and summer 
rains having been seasonable, they now 
present a most flourishing aspect. The 
country people are filled with enthusiasm, 
having thus learnt the possibility of utilis- 
ing their waste corners of ground with- 
out interfering with the regular crops. 
In consequence of this, large quantities were 
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bought of the implements required for rear- 
ing worms and making silk, and instructors 
were introduced from Chékiang and Canton 
to teach learners the various processes. 
Moreover by purchasing mulberry leaves 
and cocoons, the Board showed to the 
people the possibility of making a profit by 
the business, and further encouraged them 
by hiring artisans to reel the threads and 
weave silk goods. As applications came in 
from the local authorities in different parts 
of the province, they were furnished by the 
Board with the quantity of mulberry shoots 
required, and sete of implements were 
issued to them for patterns. As the pro- 
duction at present is but small the trade is 
freed from all likin charges and is mercly 
subject to a grower’s tax at the place of 
production. In order to provide for the 
expenditure of the Board a sum of money has 
been placed at interest. The memorialist 
is of opinion that, if perseverance be shewn, 
the industry may becume permanent and 
be of great advantage to the province which 
is now in the dangerous condition of depend- 
ing for support on subsidies from other 

rts of the Empire. In quitting Kuangsj 
Kr Anhui the memorialist leaves the matter 
in the hagds of the Grand Treasurer, Ma 
P‘ej-yao, an officer who is distinguished for 
his benevolence and who has had useful ex- 
perience, having some time ago successfully 
introduced sericultyre into the province of 
Shansi.— Noted. 

PATROLLING OF CORBAN FRONTIER. 

The high authorities of Shengching re- 

rt the patrolling of the Corean frontier 
last June. This work, which is performed 
every summer and autumn, is considered 
mecessary because of the number of 
Chinese squatters settled on the frontier 


along the bank of the Yalu River, . 


where they are under no regular jurisdic- 
tion. According to custom, a communica- 
tion was sent to the King of Corea by the 
Board of Ceremonies at Moukden, and an 
officer appointed by the former met the 
representative of the Shengching Govern- 
ment at a spot near the frontier. When 
they had traversed the district together, 
the Oorean delegate gave his Chinese col- 
league a document certifiying that all was 
re and thus the proceedings were con- 

uded. ; 

September Ist. 

ARREARS OF MILITARY PAY CANCELLED. 

From a memorial presented by the 
Governor of Kuangsi it appears that among 
the troops serving in that province is a 
Hunan contingent which has been stationed 
there for many years, The officer who was 
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formerly in command of this force has 
represented that there are large arrears of. 
pay owing to it. There was a considerable 
sum due to it from the Government as 
long ago as 1864, but this wag written off 
by a special arrangement which will be 
described below. Since that date the force 
has taken part in more than two hundred 
combats large arid small. By the time 
when the said officer retired from the 
command, arrears had again accumulated 
and had moynted up to a sum of 
Tls. 760,600. The commander had con- 
ferred with the officers and men of the 
force, and they had declared themselves 
perfectly willing that the sum should be 
cancelled as before. This had been repre- 
sented once to the Government, but no- 
thing had then been done, because the 
accounts were not yet passed by the Board 
in Peking. Now, however, they had been 
found to be in order, and therefore the 
commander begged to renew his applica: 
tion, 

The memorialist referred this statement 
to the local Board for the Restoration 
of Order. The Board in reply announces 
that the averments of the commander 
are perfectly correct. There were certain 
war expenses incurred in the province 
between the summer of 1864 and the 
end of 1876, at which latter date the 
Board replaced the previously existin 
Military Supply Committee. In 1878 an 
1880 the Board made out full accounts 
of these expenses, dividing them into three 
series according to the campaigns to which 
they related, The first included the sup- 

reasion of the Taiping rebels under Sua 

en-kuang, and of certain banditti at Tai- 
asu Chen ; the second, the suppression of 
banditti round Ssit-en, Wu-chou, Liu-ehou, 
and Ch‘ing-yuan, an expedition against the . 
rebels in the province of Kueichow and the 
protection of the navigable rivers; the 
third, operatlons against insurgents near 
Kuei-lin and other cities, two expeditions 
across the border into Tongking, and fron- 
tier defence on the Right and Left Branches 
of the West River. These accounts have 
now all been passed by the Board of Re- 
venue. In each series there are sums for 
arrears of pay ; and in the first one they 
amount to Tls. 864,300. It is now requested 
that the Tls. 760,600 due to the Hunan 
troops may be written off therefrom. It 
was formerly announced by the Board of 
Revenue that, for the sum of Tls. 800,000 
subscribed. by the people of any province 
for military expenses, the number of 
successful candidates at the provincial 
examinations, both civil and military, 
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should each be increased by one for 
ever afterwards, and, for Tls. 100,000, a 
similar favour should be accorded at the 
next examination, for one time only. In 
pursuance of this arrangement, the Kuangsi 
Government prays that, in return for the 
cancelling of the Tls. 760,600, two civil and 
two military graduates may be added for 
ever to the present number in the province 
of Hunan, and, for the balance, one of each 
at the coming examination only.— Referred 
to the Board concerned. 


A SECRET SOCIETY IN KUANGSI. 
Some time ago the authorities of Kuangsi 
heard of the existence of a secret society in 
Yung-ning Chou near Kuei-lin. The local 
magistrate was warned, and shortly after- 
wards he reported that he had arrested 
nine men at a place just on the border of 
his district. On examination, one of the 
prisoners, Tseng Fu-ti by name, confessed 
that he had been induced by a certain 
Hunan man to join a secret society called 
““The Flying Bear Union,” the object 
of which was the organised commission 
of robberies. The Hunan man had given 
him a piece of linen with an_inscrip- 
tion on it as proof of membership, and 
told him to enlist recruits. The novices 
were at first only invited to enter a 
** Parents’ Union,” the members of which 
were supposed to subscribe to the funeral 
expenéges of each others’ parents and help 
each other if oppressed. When after a 
time they became more intimate, they 
were told about the other society. None 
of the other prisoners, as both he and they 
declared, had gone beyond the first stage. 
‘In addition Tseng Fu-ti confessed that he 
had taken part in a robbery with violence 
three years ago, under the leadership of a 
man who had already been executed. The 
Governor of Kuangsi has ordered the 
immediate execution of Tseng Fu-ti. His 
eight companions will again be examined 
in order that it may be discovered how far 
they are really implicated. Ten ‘other 
men have since been arrested as conspira- 
tors at a place under another jurisdiction, 
but situated close to the scene of Tseng 
Fu-ti’s operations. They also will be tried 
and dealt with as soon as possible. 


2nd September. 
HEIR ADOPTED FOR A PRINCESS, 

One of the Censors presents a Memorial 
on behalf of Chih-hsiin, sub-director of 
one of the Courts at Peking and a mandarin 
of the fifth class. Chih-hsiin’s elder brother, 
Chih-tuan, is the husband of one of the 
Imperial Princesses of the first rank. Chih- 
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tuan being without an heir, Chih-hsiin is 
willing to allow his own son, Lin-kuang, to 
become the child of Chih-tuan by adoption. 
The Emperor is pleased to order that Lin- 
kuang be adopted as the heir of the Jung- 
shou Imperial Princess, and be granted 
the rank and dignities ordinarily enjoyed 
Py the husband of a Princess of the first 
nk. 


3rd September. 


THE GREAT FIRE IN SZECHUAN: FURTHER 
RELIEF, 

In a previous Memorial the Governor- 
General of Szechuan reported the occurrence 
of a great fire at Lii Chou, by which three 
thousand families were burnt out of house 
and home; and he stated that a sum of 
Tls. 19,000 had been raised for the benefit 
of the sufferers. He was afterwards afraid 
that some of the unfortunate people: might 
have escaped the notice of the officers dis- 
tributing the charity, or that in some cases 
the sums which it was possible to give 
might not prove sufficient to relieve 
the needs of the recipients. He therefore 
desired the local authorities to make fresh 
enquiries on the spot, and instructed the 
Board of Transport to invite the salt mer- 
chants of the province to contribute funds. 
In due time the Sub-prefect of Lii Chou 
reported that three hundred and sixty-five 
families were found to have retired into the 
country, and there was no one else what- 
ever who had escaped attention. Also, the 
Taotai of the Circuit stated that contri- 
butions to the amount of Tis. 10,400 had 
been made by the salt merchants, that the 
officials and merchants of Hsii-chou Fu had 
subscribed 2,700 strings of cash, and that 
a charitable society in Lii Chou had pre- 
sented 2,000 strings; with which money 
grants had been made to the three hundred 
and sixty-five families who had not yet 
received anything, and additional sums had 
been given to those previously relieved. The 
Governor-General was still afraid that the 
money at the disposal of the Lii Chou 
authorities might not be sufficient. He 
therefore instructed the officers at head- 
quarters to take five thousand taels from 
whatever funds might be lying unoccupied, 
and send them to Lii Chou for distribution 
in the same way as the sums already 
furnished. 

4th September. 
PROPOSED LOANS TO THE POOR. 

Ch‘en I, formerly Governor of Anhui, 
has proposed that the Government should 
institute a system of lending money to the 
poor free of interest. According to his 
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scheme, the whole business would be 
entrusted to private management; the 
borrowers would be required to find sureties 
among their neighbours ; they would repay 
a certain portion of their debts every tive 
days; and when they were clear, they 
might borrow again. The Emperor is far 
from pleased with the idea. The people, 
he thinks, would be sure to want to borrow 
and not be able to pay back again. Their 
sureties would be prosecuted, and, wherever 
there were unworthy officials and clerks, 
abuses and oppression would possibly arise. 
In the time of the Sung Dynasty great 
harm was done by a system of lending 
money in the spring and receiving payment 
with interest after the harvest. The pre- 
sent scheme is much like the old one. No 
interest, indeed, is proposed to be charged ; 
but the practice of collecting the money 
again every five days would inflict greater 
inconvenience on the people. His Majesty 
considers that the whole proposal is im- 
possible and distinctly refuses to sanction 
it. 
AN OFFICER CASHIERED FOR LEVYING DUES. 


The Governor-General of Szechuan com- 
plains to the Emperor of the conduct of a 
certain major in the army, T‘ung Hui- 
ch‘uan. This officer, who is now fifty-eight 
years of age, first served in a campaign in 
1856 against some insurgents in Kuei-chow, 
for which he was rewarded by a button of 
the fifth rank and a feather decoration. In 
1858 he obtained by purchase the grade of 
Captain. The same year he competed at 
the provincial examination and gained the 
rank of military graduate. Next year 
he went to Peking for the metropolitan ex- 
amination, but only obtained a place in the 
third class. In 1860, when the Tai- 
ping rebels commanded by Shih en- 
tered Szechuan, he took part in the 
relief of Fou Chou and Ch‘i-chiang 
and in the recapture of Ch‘ang-ming. 
For this he was granted the brevet rank of 
Major. It is now found that he has been 
guilty of harassing his neighbours by setting 
up scales for weighing salt and levying fees 
thereon, under the fictitious pretence of 
collecting funds for a free school and pro- 
viding incense and candles for a local 
temple. The memorialist has requested 
the Board of War to cashier the said officer 
in order that he may be placed on his trial. 
But the Board has replied that on account 
of the officer's rank, the memorialist must 
apply direct to the Throne. It istherefore 
humbly requested that his Majesty will 
be pleased to authorise the removal of the 
offender from the public service.—Granted. 
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5th September. 


ABSENTEE OFFICIALS CENSURED. 

A Censor has reported that on the 10th 
of last month, when sacrifice was offered at 
the temple of Kuan Ti, there were but 
very few officers present for the purpose 
of watching the proceedings or taking part 
in them. The Emperor is much vexed 
by the absence of the officials who ought 
to have attended at the ceremony. He 
desires the proper authority to find out 
who they may be, with a view to their 
beings punished for their unseemly negli- 
gence. But the Censor who made the 
report, while finding fault with others has 
committed an error himself. In mention- 
ing in his memorial the name of the high 
dignitary who conducted the ceremony, he 
spuke of him as ‘Prince Cheng,’ instead 
of giving him his proper title of ‘Cheng, 
Prince of the First Order.’ For this great 
irregularity the Emperor orders that the 
Censor’s name be submitted to the Board 
of Civil Office, which will determine what 
notice shall be taken of his fault. 

6th September. 
FLOODS IN YUNNAN, 

In K‘un-yang Chou, not far from 
Yunnan Fu, tremendous rains fell on 
the 19th of June, continuing for three 
days and nights. On the 22nd and 23rd 
the water in the lake and in the 
mountain streams rose suddenly at the 
same time. The embankments were washed 
away in various places for several hundred 
yards. In Chin-ning Chou the river chan- 
nel was blocked by sand and silt, which 
delayed the passage of the water and 
aggravated the effects of the flood higher 
up stream. 

On the 18th of June a water-spout broke 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Tali Fu. 
The arable land near the lake was flooded, 
and was covered with quantities of stones 
and silt. Two stone bridges were washed 
away ; but no lives were lost. 

Orders have been issued for the distribu- 
tion of relief where required, and for the 
repair of the broken embankments. As the 
harvest is comparatively late in Yunnan, - 
it is hoped that by re-planting, the farmers 
will be able to secure an autumn crop. The 
memorialist therefore proposes to wait till 
the autumn and then decide whether it will 
be necessary to apply for any abatement or 
postponement in the collection of the land 
tax. 

7th September. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Kuang-ying is gazetted Hoppo at Canton 

and Hsiao-tséng is continued in office for 
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another year as Superintendent of the 
Huai-an Customs. , 


DEATH OF THE TAOTAI OF KASHGAR, 


The Acting Governor of Turkestan re- 
ports the death some three months ago of 
Yiian Yao-ling, who had been Taotai at 
Kashgar for sume years and was recently 
selected for. the post of Acting Lieutenant 
Governor of the province. The deceased, 
who was 56 years of age, was a native of 
Anhui and had early in life volunteered 
for military service. The vacancy in 
Kashgar is one of great importance and it 
is asked that a competent ofticer should be 
selected to fill it. 

Decree already published conferring the 
appointment upon Jao Ying-ch‘i. 


IMPROVEMENT IN SALT ADMINISTRATION IN 
YUNNAN. 


The Governor of Yiinnan states that 
during the ten years or more which have 
elapsed since the suppression of the Pan- 
thay rebellion the consumption .of salt in 
the province has been greatly restricted, 
owing to the sparseness of the population. 
It is only within the past two or three years 
that the trade has shown signs of reviving, 
and thanks to the energy of T‘ang P‘in- 
chén, the Taotai in charge of the salt 
administration, the receipts from the tax 
on the article reached their previous level 
last year, while the figures for the current 
year show a surplus revenue of about Tls. 
20,000. The Taotai has succeeded in 
suppressing the smuggling trade which 
until recently went on with Tongking and 
Burma and has placed the whole ad- 
ministration on a footing which affords a 
guarantee of its future success as a sub- 
stantial source of revenue. As the Taotai 
is an officer of high standing in the service, 
the Governor leaves it to the Throne to 
decide what form of reward should be con- 
ferred upon him. 

Referred to the consideration of the 
Board. 


8th September. 


GRAIN TRIBUTE IN SHANTUNG APPROPRIATED 
TO THE RELIEF OF THE SUFFERERS BY 
THE YELLOW RIVER DISASTER. 


A Decree published to-day notices the 
widespread nature of the distress caused 
by the Yellow River disaster in Chang- 
ch‘iu, Ch‘i-ho and other districts, and 
authorises the Governor of Shantung to 
retain in the province for distribution 
among the sufferers 100,000 piculs of the 
tribute rice which was to have been for- 
- warded to Peking during the present year. 
All the allowances and expenses connected 
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with the conveyance of the grain are 
similarly to be appropriated for the benefit 
of the afflicted regions, 

THE YELLOW RIVER IN SHANTUNG. 

The Governor of Shantung reports that 
on the 7th of August last he received a 
communication from the Director General 
of the Yellow River, informing him that 
there had been a rise on the 1st August of 
five feet within a few hours in the waters 
of the river at Uan-chin-l‘an in Shan 
Chou. Prompt instructions were issued 
to the river authorities to take precau- 
tionary measures of an effective kind. 
Between the 6th and 9th of August the 
Shantung portion of the river rose 2 feet 
8 inches, and the volume of the water was 
greater and more violent than it had been 
for many years past. Breaches occurred in 
the Chin embankment all along its course 
through five departments, and symptoms of 
great danger were apparent in a number of 
places in the Ch‘ang-ch‘ing, Ch‘i-ho, Li- 
ch‘éng, P‘ing-yin and other districts. On 
the night of the 9th and on the morning 
of the 10th of August there was a per- 
fect deluge of rain accompanied by a 
high wind which lashed the waters into a 
great fury. A company of 20 soldiers and 
an officer who were engaged in keeping the 
embankment from giving way at a village 
in the Ch‘i-ho district were carried away 
and drowned in a rush of water which 
poured over the top of the embankment 
before they had time to make their escape. 
The Governor visited the spot in person 
and found that there was a breach of 45 
chang in length, at the centre of which 
there was a depth of nine feet of water. 
Orders were given for its repair whieh, 
it was estimated, would cost over Ts. 
40,000. Colonel Chang Yung-hung who, 
with a body of 500 men, has had 140 
li of this portion of the river under his 
charge for the last seven years, is blamed 
for having failed to secure the ends of the 
embankments after the breach -had oceur- 
red. When the Governor took him to task 
for his remissness, his only excuse was that 
there was no earth available for the purpose. 
It is recommended that he should be cash- 
iered and sent into banishment. The Magis- 
trate of Ch‘i-ho and another officer are held 
to have been dilatory in their attempts to 
stem the current, and both are to be stripped 
of their office. The plea of want of materials 
the Governor considers te be quite unten- 
able. Permission had been given to pull 
up and make use of the standing millet 
crops, and this presented no difficulty as 
the people in the vicinity of the river had 
fled and were at any rate to receive a 
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compensation. A number of other officials 

denounced by the Governor have lost their 

positions in the public service. 

LARGE DONATIONS FOR RELIEF MEASURES 
IN SHANTUNG. . 


Ina Sub-memorial the Governor of Shan- 
tung acknowledges the receipt of the 
following subscriptions for the relief of the 
sufferers by the Yellow River disaster :— 
From the Grand Secretary, Li Hung-chang, 
Tls. 20,000 ; from the Governor-General at 
Nanking, Tls. 30,000; from Shéng-yii, a 
Libationer in the Imperial Academy 
Tls. 1,000; and Tls. 1,000 from the Prefect 
of Canton, all of which is being distributed 
by agents deputed by the Relief Committee 
and the Taotai at Chefoo. 

9th September. 


RETURN OF A LAMA MISSION FROM PEKING. 

The Tartar-General at Ch‘eng-tu and the 
Viceroy of Szechuan report the progress on 
its return journey through the province of 
a Lama Mission from Chamdo which had 
recently visited Peking. After remaining 
four days at the provincial Capital, the 
members of the Mission started for Ta 
Chien Lu, where they were detained for a 
long time owing to difficulties connected 
with the transport of their baggage. One 
of the abbots fell sick there, and was 
unable to continue his journey until last 
January. The movements of the mission 
were attended with no disturbance, and 
all their wants were duly attended to by 
the local authorities. 

REWARDS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXERTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH FAMINE 
RELIEF IN ANHUI. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
almost entirely occupied with memorials 
from the Viceroy at Nanking and the 
Governor of Anhui recommending for 
honours and various forms of reward per- 
sons who aided, either by subscriptions or 
distribution of relief, the sufferers from the 
distress which has prevailed during the 
past three years in Anhui. In 1887 Huai- 
ning and six other departments bordering 
on the Yangtze suffered severely from floods 
and not long afterwards eleven departments 
along the banks of the Sha and Huai 
rivers were completely inundated by the 
waters of the Yellow River. Last year 
Ho-fei and twelve other districts and 
departments were visited by a severe 
drought. These and other disasters caused 
wide-spread distress extending over three 
years and it is estimated that by the efforts 
of the gentry and the officials considerably 
over a million of lives were saved. The 
Governor of Anhui expresses the deep sense 
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of his indebtedness to his colleagues, the 
Lieutenant-Governor and the Provincial 
Judge, who shared all his trials and 
difficulties during this prolonged crisis. A 
number of military and civil officers are 
also singled out for special mention anda 
list of all who subscribed to, and took part 
in distributing, the relief fund is submitted 
to the favourable consideration of the 
Throne. 


10th September. 
FLOODS AND STORMS IN SHENSI. 


The Governor of Shensi forwards a sum- 
mary of a number of reports which he has 
received from the district officers respecting 
great storms of thunder and rain which 
occurred in different parts of the province 
in the last few days of June. In the 
Ch‘ang-an district six villages were inun- 
dated. In the department of Lu-chou there 
was a terrific storm of thunder and light- 
ning, accompanied by hailstones as big as 
walnuts, which covered the ground to a 
depth of five inches and completely de- 
stroyed the standing crops over an area of 
120 ch‘ing of land. Other districts suffered 
from the storms but in a less degree. Orders 
have been issued for an inspection of the 
afflicted regions and measures will be taken, 
according to theamount of damage sustained, 
for the remission of the land tax or a post- 
ponement of its collection. Seed corn is 
being issued to the people to be sown as a 
late crop on the ground where the harvests 
have been destroyed. 


11th September. 


SHEN PING-CH‘ENG, GOVERNOR OF KUANGSI, 
STARTS FOR HIS NEW POST IN ANHUI. 


Shén Ping-ch‘éng, who has been Governor 
of Kuangsi for the last two years and who 
was recently transferred to Anhui, reports 
that he handed over charge of the adminis- 
tration of the former province to his succes- 
sor Kao Ch‘ung-chi on the 14th of July last. 
In accordance with the etiquette invariably 
observed on such occasions the seals, 
archives, and other appurtenances of the 
office were forwarded to the new Governor 
by the Prefect of the provincial capital 
and the outgoing governor’s aide-de-camp. 
Before taking up his new post, Shén Ping- 
ch‘én is proceeding to Nanking to consult 
with the Viceroy on the administrative 
Measures required in the government of 
Anhui. ‘ 
LINEAL SUCCESSOR TO CHIANG YI-LI, FORMERLY 

GOVERNOR OF KUANGTUNG. 

The Governor of Honan reports that 
Chiang Té-ch‘un, an officer holding by 
purchase the rank of Secretary in a Board, 
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has applied for permission to succeed 
to the hereditary titles formerly held 
by Chiang Yi-li, Governor at Canton. 
Chiang Yi-li died without male issue, 
and the applicant is a nephew who be- 
came his son by adoption. After his 
degradatiun from the post of Governor at 
Canton, Chiang Yi-li rendered valuable 
services in the field against the rebels, for 
which he received hereditary titles of the 
sixth and seventh orders, and eventually 
he so far regained the Imperial favour that 
in 1874 he was summoned to Peking for 
employment. He died a few months after 
his arrival, aud after his death was rein- 
stated in all the privileges due to his rank 
as Governor of Kuangtung. The adopted 
son who now succeeds to the titles of the 
deceased is 24 years of age and is to be 
introduced at Court preparatory to being 
confirmed in the succession. 


12th September. 
CASE OF MATRICIDE. 


The following case is reported by the 
Governor of Kiangsi. On the death of a 
man named Chang in the Tung-hsiang dis- 
trict in Kiangsi, his wife after the usual 
period of mourning was betrothed to a 
neighbour called Chou, the father of her 
’ first husband negotiating the second mar- 
riage. Her second husband died without 
issue but left an adopted son named Chou 
Wén-ching, who continued to live in the 
house after the death of his father and was 
ordinarily a person of good -behaviour. 
Last year, however, his mind became affect- 
ed and he was subject to fits and mental 
delusion. As he had never proved very 
violent, his mother and the neighbours did 
not like to report the case to the authorities 
and have him placed in confinement. One 
day when returning from the market his 
motherfound himina field acting like araving 
madman, and tried to bring him home with 
her. He knocked her down and strangled 
her before a farmer who was in an adjacent 
field could come to her assistance. After his 
arrest he gave incoherent answers to all the 
questions that were put to him, and the 
vacant stare on his face, no less than the 

apid beating of the pulse, furnished indica- 
tions of the malady with which he was 
afflicted. He has been condemned to death 
by the slow and painful process for the 
murder of his adopted mother and the 
sentence will be carried into effect in the 
provincial capital, as the place where the 
offence was committed, though not 300 li 
distant, is separated therefrom by unford- 
able streams. The punishment for wot re- 
porting lunatics to the authorities is the 
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same as that of an accessory before the act 
in the case of murder, and all the neigh: 
bours in the present instance would have 
received 100 blows had they not been 
entitled to the benefit of the recent Amnesty 
Act. 
13th September. 
DHATH OF THE GOVERNOR OF KUANGSI. 


The Lieutenant-Governor of Kuangsi 
reports the death of Kao Ch‘ung-chi, the 
Governor of the province, which took place 
at the provincial capital less than a month 
after he had entered upon the duties of his 
oftice. Immediately on his arrival at Kuei- 
lin Fu he took over the seals of office 
from the outgoing Governor, Shén Ping- 
ch‘eng, and although he had contracted 
fever on the long and trying journey from 
Canton, yet he devoted himself earnestly 
to the study of all the administrative ques- 
tions which came before him. Want of 
rest and proper treatment told severely on 
his health, and during the night of the 7th 
August he suddenly became unconscivus 
and remained in this state until his death, 
which followed three days later. The 
termination of his illness was so sudden 
and unexpected that he had no time either 
to apply for leave or indite a testamentary 
meinvrial. The Lieutenant Governor lucked 
up the seals, death warrants, and other 
badges of office in a strong room and will 
continue to conduct the administration of 
the province until a successor can be ap- 
pointed. The deceased Governor had risen 
from being a magistrate all through the 
successive grades of the public service ; and 
his death at such a distance from his native 
place in Chihli just as he had received the 
crowning mark of the Imperial favour is 
peculiarly sad and distressing. His eldest 
son, who is an expectant Secretary in one 
of the Boards, had gone home to attend 
the provincial examination, but has been 
telegraphed for. The only member of his 
family present at the time of his death was 
his second son, a lad of nine. 


DEATH OF A TAOTAI IN SHANTUNG. 

The Governor of Shantung reports the 
death from paralysis on the 6th August 
last of the Intendant of the Yen Yi Ts‘ao 
Chi Circuit in Shantung. The Intendancy 
embraces three Prefectures and one depart- 
ment, and being conterminous with Anhui, 
Chihli, and other provinces, is a post of 
great importance. The Taotai is also 
charged with the safe-keeping of the funds 
employed in connection with Yellow River 
expenses throughout his jurisdiction. A_ 
very competent officer named Liu Chieh- 
ching has been found to administer the 
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duties of the office, but it is asked’ that 
a substantive appointment should be made 
as soon as possible. 
14th September. 
FLOODS IN SZECHUAN. 

The Emperor is moved to pity by the 
account which he has heard of the floods in 
the valleys of the Fou River and the Ya 
River in Szechuan. He orders a sum of 
fifty thousand taels to be taken from the 
provincial funds and distributed among the 
sufferers. 


FLOODS IN MANY PARTS OF KUANGTUNG. 


According to a memorial presented by 
the Viceroy at Canton, last May and June 
the mountain streams overflowed the coun- 
try in the north-east of the province. In 
Chia-ying Chou and the adjacent district 
of Chen-p‘ing the damage done was so great 
as to amount to a very serious calamity. 
The memorialist immediately ordered tive 
thousand taels to be borrowed from the 
Ch‘ao-chou Fu merchants, and he sent a 
further ten thousand taels from the pro- 
vincial treasury. Before this money could 
be distributed, he received a telegram say- 
ing that parts of P‘ing-yuan Hsien in the 
same neighbourhood had been suddenly 
flooded, many persons being drowned, 
houses washed down and fields flooded, and 
that much the same had happened in parts of 
Chia-ying. He thereupon sent another two 
thousand taels and ordered enquiries to be 
made and relief tobe given. According to 
the fuller reports which have since reached 
him, the district of Chen-p‘ing was over- 
whelmed by a water spout in addition to the 
freshets coming down from the mountains of 
Fukien and Kiangsi. A hundred thousand 
feet of embankments were broken down, 
some thousands of houses were washed away, 
and hundreds of lives were lost. Two 
hundred salt boats were sunk, and seven 
tenths of the cultivated land was inundated, 
crops to the estimated amount of 82,000 
piculs thus being destroyed. The majority 
of the inhabitants had fled from their homes, 
and the collection of the taxes had become 
impossible. The authorities were doing 
their best to tranquillise the people ; but 
it was necessary at once to restore the 
embankments, which would cost a very 
’ large aum. This could not be found by the 
people themselves as rich and poor were 
reduced to the same destitution. The 
memorialist learns that the embankments 
in Chen-p‘ing are used to store up water 
for purposes of irrigation, and are different 
in character from the banks of the large 
rivers in other localities. When the flood 
came, everything was washed flat, and it 
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will be necessary not only to reconstruct 
the embankments, but to remove the mud 
and sand which is scattered over the fields. 
He has taken from the treasury Tls. 10,000, 
and he proposes to execute the repairs as 
relief works. The strong will be expected 
at the same time to contribute their labour, 
and the wealthy to give pecuniary sub- 
scriptions. The old and weak, the women 
and children, will have relief distributed to 
them separately. The damage done in 
Chia -ying is much less than in Chen-p‘ing ; 
and in P‘ing-yuan, though the. suffering is 
severe, still the houses destroyed are only 
counted by hundreds and the lives lost by 
tens. 

In Hui-chou Fu, it appears that crops in 
Kuei-shan Hsien have suffered but Httle, 
though the city wall has fallen in places, 
and 12,000 feet of embankment have been 
washed away in Po-lo Hsien, where a fifth 
of the crops is damaged. In Kuang-chou 
Fu, there is mischief done in Tung-kuan 
Hsien, and in Ts‘ung-hua Hsien ; while parts 
of Hsi-nan have suffered from a whirlwind, 
many houses being blown down and eight 
lives lost. There have also been floods and 
embankments washed away in Kuang-nin 
Hsien, which belongs to Shao-ch‘ing Fu, an 
in Lu-feng Hsien of Hui-chow Fu. In all 


these places the local authorities have been ~ 


ordered to issue relief as required. A list is 
added of several other places in Hui-chou, 
Kuang-chou and Ch‘ao-chou, where there 
have also been inundations; but, as the 
water passed quickly away, the harm has 
not been serious in any of them. 

FLOOD IN NORTHERN EONAN. 


The Ch‘in River in Honan on the north 
side of the Yellow River is always a cause 
of anxiety. This year its banks held out 
well through the spring and summer 
freshets ; but they gave way just at the end 
of July at a place where no repairs have 
been required for many years. The water 
has gone across country to the Tan River, 
and the land is flooded to a depth of three 
or four feet. The crops of course are 
drowned. Boats have been sent out to 
bring in the people ; and prepared food and 
mats are being distributed to them. The 
local officials are deprived of their buttons 
as they are considered in some degree 
blameworthy for not preventing the break- 
ing of the embankment. 

15th September. 
FLOODS IN NORTHERN ANHUI. 

The Governor of Anhui states that he 
has already reported the occurrence of an 
inundation last June in the district of Su- 
sung, which lies just to the north of the 
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Yangtze and on the border of Hupeh. He 
how gives an aceount of some much more 
acrious floods which devastated the valley 
of the Huai River in the latter part of 
June and the beginning of July. 

The Huai shortly after its entry into 
Auhui is joined by the Sha and other rivers 
from Honan on the north, and by the river 
of Liu-an Chou on the south. Owing to 
the heavy rains all these gtreams were 
filled to the brim at the same time. The 
channel lower down was not large enough 
to carry off the water, and the natural result 
waa a disastrous flood. The embankments 
were broken in many places and a large 
number of villages, as well as fields, were 
inundated. The state of affairs was most 
serious in Ho-ch‘iu, Ying-shang, Shou 
Chou, Feng-t‘ai, Huai-yuan, Feng-yang 
and Wu-ho, a line of districts extending 
all the way from the Honan frontier 
to the edge of the Hung-tse Lake. The 
inhabitants of the low-lying villages were 
driven from their homes and forced to 
seek refuge on patches of elevated ground, 
where they were in dire want of food, 
Officials were despatched in all directions 
with rolls of matting, money, gorn and 
prepared eatables, by the distribution of 
which the refugees were temporarily pro- 
vided with nourishment and shelter. In 
Shou Chou the flood rose higher than it 
had done last year. The city was invad- 
ed by the waters, and three of the gates 
could not be opened. But an embankment 
was hastily constructed with the aid of the 
troops and by its means the place was saved. 
Fortunately the waters, which originally 
had risen with marvellous rapidity, sub- 
sided also with great quickness. At the 
end of the first week in July they began to 
fall steadily, and no further alarm was felt. 
Still, coming after the flood of last year, 
the distress is more than local resources 
can cope with. The memorialist has there- 
fore ordered the distribution of some money 


Ree ie ty neine of teat yee fund oie Household has been executed at the pro- 


are still in hand. 


There has also been distress caused by | 


inundations in the districts of Huai-ning, 
Ch‘ien-shan and T‘ai-hu which are situated 
near the Yangtze between Ganking and the 
district of Su-sung mentioned at the be- 
ginning of this memorial. In these loca- 
lities embankments were ‘broken and houses 
overwhelmed ; and it was found necessary 
to bestow charity upon the poorer of the 
sufferers. : 
GUNBOAT CARRIED OFF BY SMUGGLERS. 


The Governor at Soochow has reported 
to the Emperor that a gunboat belonging 
to the preventive service has been seized 
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and carried away by salt smugglers. The 
Taotai, Ting Chao-chi, in whose charge the 
vessel was, concealed the loss instead of 
reporting it. Afterwards, when the story 
became known, he was ordered to arrest 
the guilty parties within a certain time, 
but he did not succeed in so doing. 
The Emperor considers the Taotai’s con- 
duct to be most reprehensible and orders 
him to be cashiered immediately. The 
Magistrate of Wu-chiang, where the affair 
occurred, is held to be blameworthy in 
some degree and is therefore removed from 
his post. His Majesty also approves of a 
suggestion made by the Governor to the 
effect: that a single preventive force should 
be organised for service in Kiangsu and 
Chékiang together. He desires the memo- 
rialist to consult the Governor of Chékiang 
with reference to the appojntment of a 
commander for the force. 
16th September. 
PEKING CUSTOMHOUSE RECEIPTS. 

A report for the past year is presented 
by the Superintendents of the Peking 
Customhouse, the headquarters of which 
are situated at the Hata Mén Gate. The 
receipts for the twelve months amount onl: 
to Tls. 173,000, which is less than the fixed 
assessment by the sum of Tis. 141,009. 
This deficiency appears now-a-days to come 
to about the same amoynt every year, and 
it is ascribed by the memorialists to a 
variety of causes. The principal of these 
is the fluctuation in the exchange of copper 
and silver. Next come, the dearness of 
food and labour, which makes transport 
expensive, floods in the producing districts 
in the south, the increased use of foreign 
goods, and the badness of the roads during 
the heavy rains at the end of the aummer 
just passed. 


SILKS FOR THE PALACE FROM HONAN. 
The Governor of Honan reports that an 
order for silks sent to him from the Imperial 


vincial capital, K’ai-feng Fu. The goods 
consist of three hundred pieces of Honan 
silk, and the same number of pieces of 
damask, crape and undyed pongee, also 
three thousand pieces ‘of cotton material. 
They were all made to order on receipt of 
the demand from the Palace. 


HEIR ADOPTED FOR AN IMPERIAL PRINCESS. 


In the Gazette of the 2nd September ap- 
peared a Decree ordering that Lin-kuang be 
adopted as heir to the Jung-shou Imperial 
Princess. The memorial on which the 
Decree was founded is now published. It 
appears that Lin-kuang’s uncle was married 
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to the Princess in 1866, and died without an 
heirin 1871. By a family arrangement, in 
‘which the Princess concurred, it was reoently 
agreed that Lin-kuang should be’ adopted 
as son of his uncle. In reply a Decree was 
issued to the effect set forth above. 
17th September. 
REMITTANCES FROM CHEKIANG TO PEKING. 
According to the arrangements made by 

the Board of Revenue for this year, the 
Chékiang government was directed to 
furnish from its salt receipts Tls. 220,000 
for the Metropolitan Government and 
Tls. 50,000 for the Imperial Household. An 
instalment of Ts. 60,000 has now been sent 
from Hangchow. The silver will be shipped 
by steamer to Tientsin and forwarded thence 
by road to Peking. 

PROBATIONARY APPOINTMENT CONFIRMED. 


According to a memorial presented by 
the Military Governor of Jeho, last year an 
officer named Chang Tsou-k‘ai was appoint- 
ed Magistrate of the District of Chien- 
ch‘ang. This gentleman had risen slowly, 
partly by purchase and partly by promotion 
for good service, from the low grade of 
literary licentiate; and when he was 
nominated to his present post, the go- 
vernment determined that he should 
hold it one year on trial before his 
appointment was made permanent. The 
term of probation has now ended, and the 
capabilities of the officer have been satis- 
factorily demonstrated... It is therefore 
-requested that he may be confirmed in his 
post.—Referred to the Board of Civil Office. 

18th September. 

4 CHARITABLE INSTITUTION FOUNDED. 


According to a memorial presented by 
the Governor of Shansi, a gentleman of 
Hsiang-shan in that province, named Ou 
Ju-chang, recently founded a charity for 
the benefit of the family to which he 
belonged. The endowment of the institu- 
tion consisted of twelve hundred and 
twenty-seven acres of rice land and one 
and a half acres of other ground, worth 
altogether Ts. 34,144. The founder having 
died before he had time to complete his 
work, in obedience to his last wishes his 
son has erected buildings to the cost of 
Tis. 11,875. The total expenditure thus 
amounts to over Tis. 46,000. From the 
annual revenue of the property support 
will be afforded to all kinsmen of the 
founder who may be reduced to want 
through being childless, orphans, or 
cripp'es ; and help will be given, where 
required, towards the expenses of marriages, 
funerals, school teaching, and attending 
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examinations. Asa reward for this munifi- 
cence and as an encouragement to others, 
the memorialist suggests that the Board of 
Civil Office should take into consideration 
the erection of a. memorial to record the 
beneficence of the gentleman aud his son 
who have founded the institution.—Refer- 
red to the Board. 
19th September. 
GRANTS TO CHARITIES AT PEKING. 


The Emperor orders that two charitable 
institutions at Peking shall each receive an 
extra grant of five hundred piculs of small 
millet in addition to the three hundred 
piculs ordinarily bestowed upon them and 
that a third institution of the same cha- 
racter shall be given three hundred piculs. 
Four hundred piculs of millet are also 
allowed for the soup-kitchen at Lu-kou 
Ch‘iao, and three hundred for “the warm 
refuge ” of another society. 

REGULATIONS FOR PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS. 

The high authorities of Kiangsu report 
that, in obedience to His Majesty's com- 
mands, they have framed regulations for 
the prevention of abuses in connection with 


the public examinations held periodically . 


at the provincial capital. Rules, they re- 
mark, have always existed ; but the ex- 
aminers have come to regard them as a 
mere formality, and the students to neglect 
them entirely. The result is that a very 
unseemly state of affairs exists; which is 


' all the more discreditable, as the province 


enjoys a reputation for scholarship above 
any other part of the empire. Regula- 
tions have now been drawn up in detail 
by the Grand Treasurer, the general effect 
of which is given below for the Em- 
peror’s information. Of the different 
kinds of cheating at examinations, the most 
serious of all is the personation of candi- 
dates. To prevent this the officers of In- 
struction and their clerks must not fail to 
identify the competitors before they enter 


: the hall ; and fellow students will be allowed 


to denounce any one whom they detect 
committing this offence. There is danger 
in the crowding and disorder which occurs 
when the admission to the hall begins. On 
this account, there will be three principal 
gateways provided with barriers, and en- 
trance will be allowed to the competitors 
in detachments not exceeding certain 
numbers. Means will be taken to prevent 
all introduction. of books or of printed 
copies of old essays. INo attendants will be 
allowed to pass the gates. If gentlemen from 
personal weaknese cannot carry their own 
paraphernalia, their servants may only 
being these articles as far as the doorway, 
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where they can hand them to.the soldiers, 
a number of whom will be told off for the 
purpose of receiving them. No one who 
enters will be allowed to go out in. 
Candidates must keep the cells allotted to 
them and not change about. The papers 
will be stamped, as is done in Peking; 
and if any are given up from the wrong 
cell, they will not be submitted to the 
inspection of the examiners. There is 
another kind of abuse which demands 
special attention. Essays are sometimes 
written by friends and then surreptitious} 
conveyed to the candidates in the ha 
through the agency of the official ser- 
vants. *Also, as a part of this fraud, com- 
munication is established with persons 
outside by means of letters, which are tied 


. to stones and thrown over the walls. Acts 


such as these must .be prevented by the 
constant watchfulness of the proctors and 
other officers present. Again, a stup must 
be put tu the practice of giving fees to the 
clerks who make the cupies of the essays 
for the perusal of the examiners. For it is 
found that these clerks make beautiful 
copies for those who pay them well, and 
hasty scrawls for those who do not. A 
check at the same time must be kept on 
the copyists, in order to ensure that they do 
their work correctly. ‘This can be effected 
by comparing papers from time to time and 
inflicting sharp punishment for inaccu- 
racies. Again the officers in the halls often. 
make presents of food and such things to 
the sons of high officials ‘who happen to be 
candidates, and who are necessarily well 
known to them. Though there may be no 
corruption connected with this, still the 
ractice is improper and should be stopped. 
he rules, of which the above is a concise 
sketch, have already been printed and 
published in full; aud it is hoped that if 
they are impartially enforced by all officers - 
from the highest duwuwards, wealthy can- 
didates will not be able to take advantage 
of their riches and poor scholars will not 
be subjected to temptation.— Noted. 


20th September. 
BUBNING OF THE TEMPLE OF HEAVEN. 


An Imperial Decree notices the burning 
of 4 part of the Temple of Heaven. On the 
18th ot September a thundersturm occurred, 
in the course of which the Hall of Annuals 
Prayer was struck by lightning and gra- 
dually burnt. The flames were extinguiahed 
by the efforts of the soldiers, and other per- - 
suns. Two officers in charge, belonging to 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship, cannot 
escape the blame which falls upon them 
for their carelessness in not taking proper 
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precautions. They and the Presidents of the 
Court are therefore delivered to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty. The 
attendants at the Temple will be rigorously 
examined by the Governor of Peking, in 
order to find out if there have been any im- 
proper practices or not. The city fire- 
brigades which rendered assistance are 
formally thanked for their services. The 
event is regarded by the Emperor as a 
solemn warning, and his mind is filled with 
awe. He calls upon his officers with earn- 
estness and sincerity to aid him in the un- 
ceasing efforts which he will make, even 
more than before, to secure the go- 
vernment of the country. 


CONDITION OF YELLOW RIVER IN HONAN. 


Wu Ta-ch‘éng reports that he has suc- 
ceeded in preserving the embankments at the 
recent great breach and at other dangerous 
points along the south side of the Yellow 
River in Honan. His memorial embraces 
the period from the 15th of July to the 
7th of August. During this time the water 
rose as much as_ twenty-three-and-a-half 
feet, the cause being heavy local rains 
combined with the descent of freshets froin 
the upper purtion of the river. Special 
efforts were reqaired at many points along 
the banks, the embankments being height- 
ened or widened, or stones thrown to form 
breakwaters, as the circumstances at each 
spot demanded. 


21st September. 


DEATH OF HSiiEH FU-CH‘6éN, VICE-PRESIDENT 
OF THE CENSORATE AND BROTHER OF THE 
MINISTER TO GREAT BRITAIN. 


The acting Governor of Kiangsu an- 
nounces tlie death, on the 29th of July last, 
at his residence in the Wei-hsi district, of 
Hsiieh Fu-ch‘én, Vice-President of the 
Censorate, whose official advancement was 
due in a great measure to his skill as Court 
Physician. The deceased is the elder 
brother of Hsiieh Fu-ch‘éng, the recently 
appointed Minister to Great Britain, who 
was also on a visit to his home at the time 
of the occurrence, previous to proceeding 
to his new post. He leaves four sons, two 
of whom have, passed by adoption into 
other families. His illness, which is under- 
stood to have been paralysis, had become 
very serious before he quitted Peking, and 
terminated fatally within less than a month 
after his arrival at his native place. 


ACTING LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF KIANGSU. 


The Governor of Kiangsu reports that he 
has granted Tien Kuo-chiin, who has re- 
cently been acting as Lieutenant-Governor 
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of the province, short leave of absence be- 
fore proceeding to assume his new appoint- 
ment as Chief Judge of Kueichow, and 
recommends as his successor in the former 
post Liu Shu-t‘ang, the new Judicial Com- 
missioner of Kiangsu, of whom he speaks 
An very favourable terms. “ 


ORGANISED ATTACK UPON A LIKIN OFFICE. 

The Governor of Anhui reports the cir- 
cumstances connected with an organised 
attack made by a band of fourteen men 
upon the likin office at a place called 
Ting-fu, in the Chien-p‘ung district of the 
province. The men were nearly all dis- 
banded soldiers from other provinces who 
met together at an opium divan kept by one 
of their number, and there made their plans 
for carrying aut the robbery. They met 
with some resistance from the people in 
charge of the office, one or two of whom 
they wounded, but in the end they suc- 
ceeded in making away with $640 and a 
quantity of valuable clothing and other 
articles, a distribution of which was made 
amongst them in proportion to the share 
each had taken in the enterprise: The 
military authorities managed to capture 
two or three members of the confederate 


band, and through them discovered the. 


names and hiding place of several of the 
remainder, including the ringleader, who 
afterwards died in prision. Four of them 
were summarily tried and decapitated, and 
the rest were condemned to various degrees 
of punishment according to the part they 
had taken in the transaction. 


22nd September. 


LIKIN ON PRODUCE AT NEWCHWANG. 

Some years ago when Ch‘ung-hou was 
Governor at Moukden a likin tax of .007 
per tael was imposed upon native merchan- 
dise shippetl on the return journey to the 
south by steamers, and: foreign sailing ships 
were subjected to a similar levy of .004 per 
tael. The proceeds of the joint contribu- 
tion were to be applied towards the mainte- 
nance of a drilled force of troops and an 
annual return of the amount collected is 
furnished to the Throne. The Taotai at 
Newchwang who superintends the collec- 
tion reports that during the year ended 
the 3rd of June last a total sum of Ts. 
114,842.1.1.2. was realised from this source. 
Ten per cent. of the above sum was absorbed 
by office expenses, and of the remainder 
Tis. 10,000 were used for defraying the 
cost of the torpedo service and Tls. 4,500 
for the repair of the powder magazine. 
This left a net balance of Tls. 81,857.9, 
which was remitted in full to Moukden. 
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LIKIN ON, PRODUCE AT HSING CHING. 


Mountain produce at Hsing Ching is 
subjected to a likin tax, the collection of 
which is managed by the Intendant on the 
eastern frontier in the lower province of 
Manchuria. The proceeds of the tax are 
applied towards defraying the cost of the 
trained troops under control of the Milita- 
ry Commissioner for the three provinces of 
Manchuria. Exclusive of Tls. 10,000 which 
were appropriated for the use of the Lieute- 
nant-General at Hsing Ching, and ten per 
cent. deducted for office expenses, the to- 
tal collection under this head during the 
last financial year was Ts. 13,301.9.7.5. 


PREVENTIVE SERVICE ON THE WEI-SHAN 
LAKE. 


According to the Viceroy at Nanking the 
Wei-shan Lake has during recent years 
become the haunt of smugglers who carry 
on an illicit traffic in salt in the prefecture 
of Hsii-ch‘ou and many other districts in 
the province of Kiangsu. The evil cannot 
be adequately coped with by the land forces 
of the province, and it is proposed to 
establish a preventive service composed of 
eight armed boats to guard certain im- 
portant points on the lake bordering upon 
Shantung and Kiangsu. The working ex- 
penses of the flotilla are estimated at Tls. 
‘400 a month, and the initial cost of the 
vessels need not be very large. 


RECEIVING HULK FOR THE CHINA 
MERCHANTS COMPANY AT SHANGHAI. 


An old sailing vessel called the Ch‘en-ta 
belonging to the Shanghai Arsenal has long 
been lying in the river at Shanghai, and 
is no longer fit for service of any kind. 
The China Merchants’ Company having 
proposed to take her over and convert her 
into a receiving hulk, the Viceroy at 
Nanking reports that he has acceded to the 
request, which will rid the Arsenal of a 
useless encumbrance and save the Company 
the trouble and expense of finding a vessel 
elsewhere for the purpose. Another boat 
named the Hai-an was, he adds, made over 
to the same Company. 8ume time ago on 
precisely similar conditions. 


PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF MONEY 
LENDING OFFICES IN ANHUI. 


The Governor of Anhui, who is apparent- 
ly as impracticable as he is ‘well-meaning, 
writes a long homily on the advantages 
which he anticipates from the establish- 
ment of offices under Government super- 
vision for lending money free of interest 
to the poor, and asks that the system, which 
has been inaugurated with success in his 
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jurisdiction, should be extended under Im- 
perial instructions to the whole Empire. 
The chief duty of Government he considers 


to be the maintenance of the people, and. 
the failure of the latter to gain a livelihood, 


‘ galls at once for the practical application 
of this doctrine. The exercise of charity 
on a large scale is, however, a difficult task, 
and efforts in that direction, instead of 
benefiting the people, have too often the 
effect of merely giving an incentive to 
indolence and vagabondage. The system 
of lending money without interest contains 
all the advantages and none of the dis- 
advantages attending other charitable pro- 
jects. Small country traders have generally 


a stock worth only a few tao with | 


which they contrive to pick up a living. 
If they happen, however, to be unable 
to raise the little capital required for 
their trade, they fall into the hands of 
the usurers who bleed them unmercifully. 
What with exorbitant rates of interest 
and limited accommodation, they find very 
sxon that they have no choice but 
either to die of hunger or drift into the 
ranks of the criminal population. The 
rinciple of the money lending system is 
based upon the methods of the usurers, 
but it applies them to a very different pur- 
pose. The capital of one of the establish- 
ments referred to by the Governor is a few 
thousand tiao, which is lent out to poor 
people on their producing sureties from 
persons of respectability in the immediate 
neighbourhood. ‘The loans are repaid in 
instalments once every tive: days at the 
rate of one per cent. per day of the 
amount borrowed and no interest what- 
ever is exacted. People who have made 
punctual payment of their previous loans 
receive further accommodation on the same 
conditions, and are thus enabled to continue 
their trade unhampered by want of capital. 


The only difficulty lies in the working ex- 


penses of the establishment which are not 
like the capital, recouped by the system. 
Offices of this kind were originally estab- 
lished during Tso Tsung-t‘ang’s tenure of 
the Viceroyalty at Nanking, and are now 
in a flourishing state in twenty-seven dis- 
tricts and prefectures. The matter has 
never, however, been brought to the notice 
of the Throne, and at the risk of being 
regarded as a theorist in his views, the 
‘Governar submits this short sketch of the 
system as it exists in Anhui, in the hope 
that the Emperor may be pleased to give 
orders for its general adoption throughout 
the Empire.—For Decree disapproving of 
the proposal see Gazette of 4th September, 
1889, 
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23rd September. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES AT NEWCHWANG. 

The Viceroy Li submits a return of the 
duties received by the Foreign Customs at 
Newchwang during the quarter ending 30th 
September, 1888. The accounts have been 
audited by the Commissioner of Customs 
and a Wei-ywan acting under the direction 
of the Taotai at the port, and the total 
colleetion for the period én question is 
shown to be Tls. 110,155.2.2.9.4, of which 
a sum of Tls. 72,340.9.2.7.8.5 has been 
appropriated foy the payment of troops and: 
miscellaneous expenditure. The balance 
remaining over from the present and pre- 
vious quarters is Tls. 74,511.7.0.6.9.3.6. 

ACTING APPOINTMENT AS LIEUTENANT- 


GOVERNOR OF CHIHLI. . 
Chou Fu, the Judicial Commissioner of 


' Chihli, reports that in obedience to instruc- 


tions from the Viceroy he took over acting 
charge on the 4th of September last of the 
Lieutenant-Governorship of the province, in 
succession to Sung-ch‘un, who has been 
recently promoted to be Director-General 
of the.Grain Transport." The memorialist 
expatiates in the stereotyped manner on 
his unfitness for the duties of the office, 
and his failure to requite in the least degree 
the Imperial favours which have been 
bestowed upou him. 


REMITTANCE TO PEKING FROM THE LAND-TAX 
RECEIPTS OF HONAN, 

During the present year the Land Reve- 
nue of Honan was called upon to contri- 
bute Tls. 200,000 as its quota towards the 
Tls: 7,000,000 required for the Peking 
Subsidy. One half was to be forwarded 
during the first five months, and the re- 
mainder during the latter part of the year. 
Tls. 120,000 of the above amount were 
subsequently appropriated to defray mili- 
tary expenditure, and the Governor now 
reports the remittance to Peking of Tis. 
40,000, being the first instalment of the . 
remainder. 


ACTING GOVERNOR-GENERALSHIP OF YUNNAN 
AND KUEICHOW. 

On the 6th of June last T‘an Chiin-p‘ei, 
the Governor of Yiinnan, telegraphed to 
the Tsung-li Yamén the death of Ts‘én | 
Yii-ying, and asked that the matter should 
be reported in a memorial to the Throne. 
Three days later he received a telegraphic 
reply from the Yamén forwarding a copy 
of an Imperial Decree, in which he was 
instructed to take over charge as Acting 
Governor-General pending arrangements 
respecting the appointment of, a suc- 
cessor to the late Viceroy, In announc- 
ing his assumption of the appointment, 
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the Acting Viceroy dwells upon the very 
important duties devolving upon the 
Government of Yinnan at the present 
moment, while the frontier is still in an 
unsettled state, and trade relations with 
the neighbouring country are in process of 
being inaugurated. He reminds the Throne 
that, being a native of Kueichow, he ought 
not to be entrusted with the Government 
of that province, but having regard to the 
great importance of the administrative 
measures to be undertaken in Yiinnan, he 
does not venture to insist, on the strict 
application of this principle in the present 
instance. : 


BALANCE IN THE PROVINCIAL TREASURIES 
OF HONAN. 

‘The Provincial Governments are requir- 
ed each year after the collection of the 
Land tax to forward a balance-sheet to 
Peking giving an account of all the money 
in their possession. The Governor of 
Honan accordingly reports that the balance 
in the Treasury of the Financial Com- 
missioner, after deducting all payments 
for military and other services, is Tls. 
928,573.1.3.7, and that there is a similar 
balance of Tls. 3,867.5.5.5 in the office of 
the Judicial Commissioner, while the ac- 
counts of the Grain and Salt Intendant show 
a net surplus of Tls. 254,564.1. The Go- 
vernor has personally inspected the Trea- 
suries and found that they actually con- 
tained the above sums. 


24th September. 
RETENTION OF A GENERAL AT TIENTSIN. 


Li Hung-chang submits a request that 
General Huang Chin-chih, who.at present 
holds a command at Tientsin but was re- 
cently transferred to a similar position at 
Ta-t‘ung in Shansi, should be allowed to 
remain where he is until a suitable suc- 
cessor can be found to fill his place. Gen- 
_ eral Huang is represented to be an officer 
who has considerable knowledge of the 
latest inventions in Western artillery, to 
which he adds some experience in river 
works and great tact in the discharge of the 
various duties assigned to him. His pre- 
sence at Ta-t‘ung is no longer so necessary 
as it wag, a capable officer having been 
found to take charge of the post.—Sar- 
tioned. 

25th September. 
DISPUTE BETWEEN PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES 
AND BOARD OF PUNISHMENTS RESPECTING 
A LEGAL DECISION. 
A man named Shé Yiin-shan kept a 
. drapery establishment in the Kung-an dis- 
trict of the province of Hupeh, which was 
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entered and plundered one night in May 
last by a party of men who wounded the 
proprietor and one of his assistants. Early 
on the following morning Shé Yiin-shan 
started out in search of the robbers and | 


the missing property, and found near the 


bank of a river three pieces of cloth. which 
he at once identified as part of the stolen 
goods. A little further up stream a junk 
was lying laden with a cargo of firewood 
and with a crew of six men on board, who 
were arrested on suspicion of having been. 
connected with the affair. Indeed, Shé 
Yiin-shan went so far as to affirm that the 
articles which he recovered had been found 
on board their boat. The story of the crew, 


‘as given before the Magistrate who tried 


the case, was as follows: Two Changs, a 
father and son, who were engaged in the 
fuel trade, bought a number of trees from 
a@ man named Tuan, which they felled and 
converted into firewood. This they pro- 
posed to take away to some place where 
they would find a favourable market, and 
hired a boat belonging to a Chungking 
man named Hu for its conveyance. They 
had got so far on their journey when the 
robbery occurred. The Magistrate dis- 
believed their statement and proceeded to 
extort a confession by torture. Some of 
the crew finally admitted that they had 
been accessories to the crime but denied 
that they had taken any:part in its 
commission. The two Changs firmly re- 
fused to admit their guilt, and were both 
tortured to death by the Magistrate. When 
the case came before the Superior Court 
for hearing, the finding of the Magistrate 
was reversed and his action considered so 
unsatisfactory that he was removed from 
office. After a prolonged investigation at 
Wu-ch‘ang Fu, the boatmen were entirely 
acquitted of any part in the transaction. 


Shé Yiin-shan was sentenced to strangula- 


tion for having by his malicious charges 
been the indirect cause of the death by 
torture of two innocent men, and the 
Magistrate was condemned to banishment 
to the post-roads for his careless conduct 
of the preliminary inquiry. A report of 
the case, with copies of the evidence, 
having been submitted to the Board of 
Punishments, that Court expressed great 
doubts as to the justice of the second judg- 
ment, and called for further information 
on a number of points before. coming to a 
final conclusion. _In the first place, the 
sentence passed upon Shé Yiin-shan was 
altogether contrary to the spirit of the 
enactment on the subject of charges. The 
punishment of strangulation applied only to . 
cases where deliberate malice was proved, 


Sspr. 25—26.] 


137 





whereas in the present instance Shé Yiin- 
shan, who had a grievance in the loss of his 
property, could not have been actuated by 
any motives of the kind in preferring a 
charge against men who were previously 
strangers to him. There were also certain 
suspicious circumstances connected with the 
movements of the crew of the boat which 
required explanation. Not only the owner 
but all his men were shown to have been 
ashore the whole of the night on which 
the robbery took place, and the confes- 
sion of those who were examined before 
the Magistrate gave an identical account 
of the transaction. The proprietor of the 
‘ trees purchased by the Changs had not 
been produced at the trial, and his evid- 
ence was of importance in ‘determining the 
character of the boat. More than a year 
had elapsed since the occurren.e, no other 
arrests had been made, and after a review 
of the whole circumstances, the Buard were 
not prepared to say that the Changs were 
the innocent men the Court at Wuchang 
had held them tobe. Astothe Magistrate, 
he certainly deserved his fate if he had 
inflicted illegal torture. But was it illegal ? 
The Court was utterly inconsistent in its 
verdict on this point. It condemned the 
Magistrate for poseHing to illegal methods 
of torture, while it held the conduct of his 
subordinates to be justifiable as the punish- 
ment had been administered in a legal way 
and on the parts of the body specified in 
the statute. Until these and other points 
were cleared up, the Board must withhold 
its approval of the verdict, and a fresh 
trial was ordered to be held at Wuchang. 
In reporting the result of this last in- 
vestigation, the Viceroy and Governor re- 
turn somewhat acrimonious replies to the 
Board’s objections. The fact that the 
boat was engaged in a legitimate trade has 
now been fully established by the evidence. 
of the owner and the person from whom 
the trees were bought. If the boatmen 
had, as the Board seems to imply, been 
actually guilty of the offence with which 
they were charged, is it conceivable that 
they would have remained in the neigh- 
bourhood till the next day to give the 
authorities a better opportunity of arrest- 
ing them? This in it itself ought to be ac- 
cepted as a proof their innocence. The 
owner of the boat had gune on the night 
in question to recover payment of a 
debt, and his crew were ashore visiting some 
relations and engaging trackers. It is 
still maintained that the confession of 
some members of the crew was obtain- 
ed under severe torture administered 
by the Magistrate's orders, and had they 
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been accessories to the crime, they would 
have made their escape when the alleged 

rincipals, the two Changs, were arrested, 
instead of which they visited them in 

rison. It is true to a certain extent that 
Shé Yiin-shan had some reasonable grounds 
for suspicion, and that his conduct was not 
actuated by malice in the sense required 
by the law. Having regard to this and in 
deference to the views expressed by the 
Board, the memorialists propose that the 
sentence of strangulation passed upon Sh& 
Yun-shan should be commuted to banish- 
ment to a distance of 3,000 li and 100 blows 
of the bamboo. Whether he should get the 
benefit of the amnesty proclaimed since the 
commission of the offence, is a question which 
is left to the consideration of the Board. 
The Viceroy and the Governor still hold 
that the Magistrate acted hastily and took 
a partial view of the matter, that he un- 
doubtedly caused the death of the two men 
by torture, and that he deserved the sen- 
tence they passed upon him for his groes 
carelessness in dealing with the case. They 
are willing, however, to meet the Board’s 
wishes so far as to substitute a nominal 
sentence of 100 blows for the banishment, 
which can be remitted under the recent 
Act of Grace. A similar punishment of 90 
blows tobe inflicted upon the lictors who car- 
ried out the Magistrate's orders.— Rescript : 
Let the Board of Punishments consider the 
sgairesd and submit a memorial to Us on 

ject. 


26th September. 


PUNISHMENT OF OFFICIALS FOR FIRE AT THE 
TEMPLE OF HEAVEN. 

K‘uei-jun, Jung-hui, Tso Nien-ch‘ien, 
the latter a son of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, and a 
number of other officials who are blamed 
for not taking sufficient precautions to 
prevent the fire which occurred in the 
Temple of Heaven, are degraded two steps. 
of commutative rank, while Liu Shih-yin, 
the head of the sacrificial department, is 
similarly degraded one step and fined a 
year’s salary. | 

PUNISHMENT FOR ERROR IN INDITING A 

MEMORIAL. 

A Lieutenant-General who addressed a 
complimentary memorial to the Throne, in 
which he neglected to elevate a character 
that ought to have been placed at the head 
of a column, has been handed over to the 
Board to be dealt with in such a manner 
as the nature of the offence requires. 

DEATH OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 

IMPERIAL FACTORY. AT NANKING. 

The Viceroy at Nanking reports the 

death on the 6th September of Sung-shan, 
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the Superintendent of the Imperial Factory 
at Nanking, who had only entered upon 
the duties of his post a few months pre- 
viously. The seals of the office have been 
locked up and the keeper of the treasury is 
to discharge the routine work of the depart- 
ment until a new Superintendent can be 
appointed. 

POSTHUMOUS HONOURS FOR A GENERAL. 

‘An application from the Viceroy at Nan- 
king solicits the bestowal of posthumous 
honours upon Tung Féng-kao, Brigadier- 
General of Hsii Chou, who had a brilliant 
record of military services extending over a 
quarter of a century. The deceased was one 
of Li Hung-chang’s most trusted lieuten- 
ants during the campaigns which the latter, 
when Governor of Kiangsu, conducted 
against the Taipings, and was also a comrade 
in arms of the Viceroy’s brother, Li Ho- 
chang. His exploits against the rebels, 
among other things the burning of the steam 
vessel Po-ch‘i, and the capture alive of the 
soi-disant Prince Ch‘ao, are detailed with 
great minuteness, and the slaughter which 
he effected during his lifetime is considered 
to furnish good grounds for honouring him 
after death. The Emperor accedes to the 
application, which is to be given effect to by 
the Buard in the usual way. 


27th September. 


SUBSCRIPTION TO FAMINE RELIEF IN 
SHANTUNG. 


Chang Yao, the Governor of Shantung, 
reports that Sun Yii-wén, President of the 
Board of Punishments and a Member of 
the Tsung-li Yamén, who is a native of the 
province, forwarded a subscription of Tls. 
1,000 for the relief of the sufferers by the 
recent floods. The question as to what 
recugnition this generous act shuuld receive 
is left to the decision of the Emperor, who 
signifies his tacit approval of the proceed- 
ing by appending to the memorial the 
words :—Known to Us. 


SALT SMUGGLING IN KIANGSU AND CHEKIANG. 

The only other document of any imterest 
in.this issue of the Gazette is a joint memo- 
rial by the Governors of Chékiang and 
Kiangsu enclosing a copy of a set of regula- 
tions which they have drawn up to establish 
@ preventive service against salt smuggling. 
As may be remembered, an attack was 
made not long ago upon a "salt manufactory 
by a party of officials and others, fourteen 
of whom were burnt to death by the people. 
The incident proved the necessity of re- 
organising the preventive service, and this 
is the object of the present regulations 
which are not, however, published. — 
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28th September. 


ALTERATIONS IN THE TROOPS IN SHENG- 
CHING. 


The High Commissioner Ting-an reports 
that, in accordance with the sanction of 
the Emperor which had already been ob- 
tained, two bodies of cavalry, belonging to 
Kirin and Hei-lung chiang, but recently 
serving in Sheng-ching, have been sent 
back to their respective provinces for em- 
ployment there; also, a battalion of Mongol 
cavalry has been sent home for the pur- 
puse of being disbanded. The baggage 
waggons required for these movements 
have been supplied by the authorities of 
the districts through which the troops pas- 
sed; and these ofticials will charge the 
expenses thus incurred in their regular 
accounts. Before the troops departed, they 
all received one month’s pay from the 
Sheng-ching treasury. As previously ar- 
ranged, a battalion of cavalry has been 
raised locally in the place of those sent 
away. The men and horses have all been 
inspected and found to be healthy and 
strong. 


SHENG-OHING. PROHIBITION OF GRAIN EXPORT 
REMOVED. 

On account of the distress caused by the 
terrible floods which occurred last summer 
in the province of Sheng-ching, the export 
of certain kinds of grain was temporarily 
forbidden, it being stated at the time that 
the prohibition would be removed as soon 
as the authorities were certain that the 
next harvest would be plentiful. For a 
short time, indeed, during the spring, corn 
was allowed to be sent from the one port of 
Chin-chou Fu to Shantung and Chihli, but 
this permission was afterwards withdrawu 
again, till it could be seen what the crops 
might be like in autumn. The high authori- 
ties of the province now report that during the 
summer the weather has been most favour- 
able. Enquiries have been made in the north, 
the east, and the south;and in every district 
there is the promise of a most baunteous 
harvest of all sorts of agricultural produce, 
The price of grain is fifty per cent. less 
than what it was last year ; and this fall is 
a sure indication of coming plenty. In the 
interests therefore of the people, of com- 
merce, and of public revenue, the memori- 
alists recommend that the exportation of 
all grain be freely permitted once more. 
With regard to Chin-chou Fu, and the 
western portion of the province, the 
memorialists have still to make enquiries. 
As soon as they have done so they will 
present a report dealing with that district. 
Rescript : Noted, 
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29th September. 
YELLOW RIVER FUND IN SZECHUAN. 


The Viceroy of Szechuan reports the 
amount of the contributions for the Yellow 
River Fund which he had received during 
two months last summer from persons 
desirous of acquiring titles or offices. These 
months are the sixteenth and seventeenth 
during which the sale of offices has been 
allowed. In the firat of the two, receipts 
come to Tis. 1,208. Three contributors 
obtain a button of the lowest grade, six 
ebtain literary licentiateships, two military 
licentiateships, one a titular clerkship of 
the lowest rank in the Han-lin Yuan, one 
a licentiateship with a buttun of a higher 
rank, one is made a real instead of an hon- 
orary ofticial, and two, already official, are 
appointed to provinces. In the second 
month the contributions come to Tls. 770, 
the donors of the money being fifteen in 
number, and applying fur licentiateships or 
buttons of lowest rank. 


30th September. 


REWARDS FOR DISTRIBUTING RELIEF 
IN KIANGSU. 

At the time of the famine caused by 
drought last year in the’ Prefectures of 
Chinkiang and Ch‘ang-chou Fu, the Gov- 
ernor of Kiangsu presented a memorial 


with reference to the distribution of relief * 


to the sufferers. In that document, which 
was approved by the Emperor, he stated 
that he would wait till the famine was 
ended, and then submit to His Majesty for 
some form of reward the names of the 
officers and private gentlemen who had 
most distinguished themselves in superin- 
tending the bestowal of relief. Accordingly 
he now has the honour to present a short 
list of the names of these who exerted them- 
selves the most in the performance of this 
meriturious work; excluding thuse whose 
services were of lesser value as well as all the 
local authorities, who could only be consi- 
dered as performing part of their regular 
‘duty. The task of the distributors is 
thought by the Memorialist to have been 
an arduous one,- as the returns from the 
various districts show the number of suf- 
ferers to have exceeded six hundred and 
thirty thousand ; and they deserve credit 
for the strenuous efforts by which they 
secured that all the charity should reach 
those for whom it was destined, while they 
shrank from no hardships and paid their 
expenses from their own funds. Of those 
commended, the chief is an expectant Tao- 
tai named Chien Pao-fu, who organised the 


work at Tan-t‘u (the head quarters district 


Google 


of Chinkiang), where the distress was more 
severe than in any other locality. 


REWARDS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
KIANGSU FAMINE FUND. 


In a further memorial the same Governor 
deals with the question of rewarding those 
who contributed to the fund in aid of the 
sufferers from the famine above mentioned 
in Chinkiang and Ch‘ang-chou Fu. Alto- 
gether a very large sum was devoted to the 
relief of these unfortunate people. From the 
provincial treasury were taken Tls. 198,014, 
of which part belonged to the subsidy due to 
Kansu ; while the private donations of silver, 
dollars, cash, and corn, given in Kiangsu 
itself and other provinces, and including 
what was collected locally in the neighbour- 
hood of the famine district, came to no less 
than Tis. 360,000. This common fund was 
administered by a Board at head quarters, in- 
stalments being issued as required, and every 
penny ‘carefully accounted for. After the 
end vf the work, there remained a balance 
of Tls. 128,512 and $52,414. All this money 
is stored in the ‘provincial treasury, and, as 
has already been explained to the Emperor, 
it will not be touched for any purpvuse 
whatever except for executing river works 
of different kinds. The Viceroy at Nanking 
subscribed Tis. 1,400 to the fund, the late 
Governor and the present Governor of the 
province, each Tls. 2,000. The Governor of 
Yunnan collected Tls. 5,000. The Governor 
of Kueichow, the Superintendent of the 
Soochow Factory, the Grain Indendant, and 
the Magistrate of Ch‘ang-chou (Soochow) 
each gave Tls. 1,000. The Prefect of Sva- 
chow and another official, each Tls. 500. For 
none of these gentlemen does the memori- 
alist dare to ask any reward. But with ° 
regard to other subscribers, he sends a 
further list in continuation of the four that 
he has already presented, mentioning only 
those whose donations are sufficiently large 
to merit a reward ; while he keeps a record 
of the smaller contributions, in order that 
the accounts may be properly: balanced. 


REMITTANCES FROM FOOCHOW TO PEKING. 


The provincial government of Fukien has 
been required to furnish this year from the 
duties collected on tea, Tls. 50,000 for the 
Imperial Household, and Tls. 200,000 for 
the Board of Revenue and from the likin 
on opium, Tis. 50,000 for the Bvuard of 
Revenue Fund.. In fulfilment of these in- 
structions the Viceroy is now despatching 
a sum of Tls. 50,000. The money is tem- 
porarily advanced by local banks, who are 
remitting it to Peking by bills of exchange. 
There bills will be cashed, and the silver 
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paid over by a Foochow Wei-yuan, who 
has been already sent to Peking. As soon 
as the advice that he has received the 
money reaches Foochow, the advances 
made by the banks will be repaid to them. 
1st October. 
MURDER OF A HUSBAND. 

In the district of Fu-an in the province 
of Fukien lived a man named Lei Fa-lang. 
One day the January before last his wits 
7 out on the hillside cutting grass for 

uel. 
chanced to meet her, and then and there 
seduced her. The offence was repeated on 
several occasions afterwards, but the man 
made no presents tu the woman. In the 
following December the husband happened 
to find the cousin in his house talking and 
laughing with his wife. His suspicions 
being aroused he made her confess the 
truth, after which he frequently used to 
beat her, besides forbidding her ever to 
speak to the cousin again. Infatuated by 
her unlawful passion and rendered despe- 
rate by her husband’s tréatment of her, 
she conceived the idea of taking her 
husband’s life, and secretly made her lover 
promise to help if ever an opportunity 
offered. A month later she was again cut- 
ting grass, when the cousin came up and 
sat down to talk with her. Suddenly the 
husband uppeared and began to abuse her 
violently. Looking round and finding that 
no one was in sight, she got up, glided, 
behind her husband and grasped him round 
the waist. In his strugyles ‘o free himself 
he fell down, upon which she attacked him 
with her grass-cutter’s knife. The cousin 
then took the knife from her and cut him 
on the head, inflicting only a slight wound. 
The woman, seeing that her lover's arm 
was nerveless, got back the weapon and 
cut her husband’s throat with it, killing 
him on the spot. Just at the moment an- 
other man, a relative of the parties, came 
up, but he was too late to prevent the 
murder. The guilty couple then made off in 
different directions. They were afterwards 
arrested and convicted of the crime. The 
woman has been condemned to, death by 
slow degrees, which is the punishment 
allotted by the law to her crime. The man 
has been sentenced to be decapitated im- 
mediately, with the addition, on account 
of the victim’s being an elder relation, that 
he be branded befure death and his head 
exposed afterwards.— Referred to the Board 
of Punishments for a report without delay. 

NEW GOVERNOR AT CANTON. 

Yu Chih-k‘ai is appointed acting Governor 

of Kuangtung in the place of Chang Chih- 
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A younger cousin of her husband | 


tung, who has hitherto held this appoint- 
ment, together with the Governor-General- 
ship. 
2nd October. 
GUNS AND RIFLES FOR THE NING-HSIA 
GARRISON. 


The Commander-in-Chief of the Tartar 
Garrison at Ning-hsia in Kansu represented 
recently to the Emperor that no improved 
fire-arms had ever been issued to his troops, 
and further that there was no place within 
a resonable distance where such things could 
be procured and no money in the garrison 
Treasury wherewith to purchase them. He 
therefore suggested that the-Government . 
of Shensi and Kansu. should furnish him 
with some pieces of artillery and a thousand 
rifles with ammunition complete. ‘The pro- 
posal was approved by the Emperor, and 
instructions to comply with it were trans- 
mitted through the Grand Council to 
the Governor-General concerned. The 
latter now reports to His Majesty that 
since the termination of the war, no 
guns or small arms of new pattern have 
been purchased for the Kansu army inside 
the great wall. Such as it has were 
taken from regiments disbanded at the 
peace, and these have been repaired aud 
madetuodo duty as far as possible. When the 
present memorialist was appointed (to- 
vernor-General last spring he took into 
consideration the question of purchasing 
sume more ; but on account of the scarcity 
of funds he had not come to any definite 
conclusion. He is now most desirous 
of aiding the Tartar General in the im- 
portant matter of improving the Ning-hsia 
garrisun for the sake of strengthening the 
defence of the frontier. He will therefore 
do the best he cau, which is to send the 
General four brass muzzle-loading field 
pieces and five hundred rifles with a certain 
supply of ammunition for each kind of arm. 


3rd October. 
BURNING OF TEMPLE OF HEAVEN. 

The President of the Board of Sacrificial 
Worship and his colleagues present a memo- 
rial reporting the burning of the Temple of 
Heaven. On the 18th September, they 
were informed by the sacriticial officer that 
during a thundersturm, at about 4 p.m. 
that day, the tablet over the Hall called the 
Chii-nien Tien was struck down by & flash 
of lightning, and immediately afterwards 
flames burst from the building. The me- 
morialists immediately gave notice to the 
troops and fire brigades, and then hurried 
to the spot, where they took part in ex- 
tinguishing the conflagration. They were 
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too late to save the burning structure, but 
they rescued eight thrones and a number 
of sacrificial instruments, and by their 
strenuous efforts they prevented the flames 
from spreading to an adjacent hall, where 
there was a number of sacred tablets. 
The attendants at the temple were after- 
wards vigorously questioned, and their 
statements were found to agree with the 
story which had already been given to 
the memorialists. These men have since 
been put under the charge of the Gov- 
ernor of the City, in order that such steps 
as are necessary may be taken with regard 
to them. It is also requested by both that 
the Buard concerned may determine a 
penalty for the sacrificial officers on account 
of their failure to observe sutticient precau- 
tions, and that some notice may be taken 
of the shortcomings of the memorialists 
themselves. Lastly, attention is called to 
the good work done by the fire brigades. 
(For Decree see Gazette of 20th September. ) 


TEMPLE TO DECEASED SOLDIERS IN YUNNAN. 


The Acting Governor-General of Yiinnan 
presents a memorial on, behalf of a certain 
General Hsia of the Széchuan army. This 
officer, who is a native of Yiinnan, held the 
command of a body of troops there from 
the year 1857 onwards. He took part in 
the recapture of many towns, and three 
times he marched to the relief of the 
besieged capital. The officers and men 
who Fell while serving under him have had 
their names inscribed among those in whose 
honour a temple was erected at Yiinnan Fu. 
But in the year 1869 he was sent in com- 
mand of a force from Fu-min Hsien to attack 
the rebels in the rear and cut off their retreat. 
After many days of continuous fighting 
his troops were encamped upon the Ch‘i- 
p‘an mountain. While they were there, 
eight commanders on the opposite side, 
who had been forced against their will to 
join the rebels, came voluntarily with their 
men and surrendered themselves. Being 
convinced of their sincerity General Hsia 
accepted their services ; and the Governor- 
General, Liu Yen-chao, the Governor, 
Ts‘en Yii-ying, and the Commander- 
in-Chief, Ma Ju-lung, allowed them to 
be enrolled among the Imperial troops. 
They were then placed as the advance 
guard of the army, and encamped on the 
border of the lake oear the capital. Here 
they were attacked by the rebels, who 
knew of what they had done, and came 
against them in great force, a hundred 
thousand strong. They held out from 
before dawn till late inthe afternoon. But 
they were not accustomed to fighting on 
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the water, the reinforcement sent to them 
were too few, their powder was exhausted, 
and they were finally annihilated. Eighteen 
hundred men perished and their corpses 
were buried at the foot of a hill near the 
scene of the fight. Twenty years have 
elapsed, but the unfortunate band has not 
been forgotten by General Hsia. He was 
unable to include their names among those 
to whom a temple has already been erected, 
because their rolls were lost upon the field 
of battle. He now desires to purchase a 
piece of ground at the place where they 
fell, and build a separate temple in their 
honour, where the usual services may be 
performed.— Approved. 


MURDER CASE, ORIGINAL FINDING REVERSED. 


Some time ago the Magistrate of Ch‘ang- 
shu Hsien in Kiangsu was denounced to 
the Emperor by a member of the Censorate. 
Among the various causes for which he was 
accused was the miscarriage of justice in a 
certain murder case which was tried before 
him. According to a memorial now pre- 
sented by the Governor, there were for- 
merly two cousins living in Ch‘ang-shu, 
both of whom were workers in bamboo by 
trade. Six years ago one of the two 
cousins, who belonged to an elder genera- 
tion, died of sickness, leaving a-widow and 
children. As the sons were all young, 
the widow asked the surviving cousin to 
teach them his business. This led to 
frequent communication between. the 
two, and not long afterwards he made love 
to her and succeeded in seducing. her. 
This illicit intercourse was continued for 
some time, without being known to any 
one. The woman, who was in poor circum- 
stances, frequently borrowed money from 
the man, her debt finally amounting to 
forty and more strings of cash; but on 
account of their intimacy he never asked 
for repayment. One of her relatives after- 
wards discovered the unlawful connection, 
and told other members of the family ; but 
being afraid of the scandal they all held 
their peace about it. After two years had 
passed, the man, who was unmarried, wished. 
the widow to become his wife, and gained 
her consent to the proposal. Bring afraid 
that the friends would object, he asked the 
tipao to act as intermediary. The latter 
did so, but found the family altogether 
opposed to the marriage. They even repre- 
sented the matter so strongly to the widow 
that she recalled her promise. The cousin 
told the woman that as she had broken 
off the match, she must repay the money 
borrowed from him. A quarrel ensued, 
but the parties were separated. One day 
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soon afterwards the man, who had gone 
out on business, was returning home excited 
by some wine which he had been drinking. 
He saw the widow alone in a cotton field, 
and, putting down his basket, went up to 
her. He began by asking her to marry 
him and went on to threaten her with the 
unpaid debt. The woman lost her temper 
and tried to strike him, upon which he 
pushed her, and she fell down. She 
cursed him as she lay on the ground and 
said that she would have his life. Under 
the influence of momentary passion he took 
a knife from his basket and cut her throat 
before she could rise. He then threw away 
the knife and fled. An inquest on the body 
was held by the Magistrate. The expert 
in attendance examined the wound and 
reported that it was self-inflicted. The 
Magistrate therefore found a verdict «f 
suicide ; but the cousin was found guilty of 
having persecuted the deceased, and ac- 
cordingly was sentenced to be beaten and 
put in the cangue. But a new trial having 
been ordered to be held, the facts abvve 
narrated were proved beyond any dispute. 
The murderer is condemned to be executed 
atethe usual time. The expert is acquitted 
of corrupt conduct, but he is sentenced to 
be beaten for making an inaccurate exam- 
ination. A similar punishment is awarded 
to the tipao for acting as intermediary in 
an improper marriage. Both these latter 
can claim the benefit of the Act of Grace, 
and..so escape actual chastisement ; but 
they will be dismissed from their official 
posts. The Magistrate has already been 
cashiered and has since died. No notice 
therefore need be taken of his gross mis- 
management of the case.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments, 


5th October. 
DEATH OF H&l-CHEN. 


Decree.—Hsi-chén, the President of the 
Board of Civil Office, was a man of noble 
and upright character with extensive know- 
ledge and learning, who rose from being a 
member of the Hanlin College through the 
successive grades of the public service until 
he became President of the Board of Punish- 
ments. Thence he was transferred in the 
same capacity to the Board of Civil Office, 
with which he combined for some years past 
the duties of member of the Tsung-li Yamén. 
He was until lately in the enjoyment of 
the full strength of manhood, and We had 
hoped to have the benefit of his services for 
many years to come. The tidings of his 
death have caused Us the profoundestsorow, 
and as a mark of Our deep respect for the 
memory of a faithful servant, We command 
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that a tolo pall be bestowed upon him, that 
oblations be performed daily before his 
remains by the Duke Tsai-tsé attended by 
ten officers of the Imperial body guard, 
that a sum of Tls. 500 be paid from the 
Privy Purse as a contribution towards de- 
fraying the expenses of his funeral, and 
that all the penalties which he incurred 
during his career be remitted. Let his son 
receive an appointment as Secretary of a 
Board. 
SECRET SOCIETIES IN KIANGSI. 

The province of Kiangsi has been in a 
disturbed state for several months past, 
owing to the doings of the Ko-lao society, 
several of whose members have, the Go- 
vernor now reports, been arrested and sum- 
marily decapitated. The evidence of the 
condemued men, nearly all of whom were 
retired soldiers, shows that the movement 
is widespread and that the society is well 
organised. In the Nan-ch‘ang district, for 
instance, one of the prisoners had enlisted 
more than fifty members, all of whom 
were duly initiated in the pass-words 
and signs used by the society men. 
Another had pursued a rebellious career 
from his boyhood, having started as & 
Taiping and ended as the chief pillar of 
the present movement in Kiangsi. So 
anxious was the Governor that their punish- 
ment should follow quickly on the arrest 
that he took the unusual step of sending 
telegraphic instructions for their summary 
execution. A number of the men pleaded 
that they had been forced to join the con- 
federacy by one of the prisoners, who was 
drowned in a river while trying to make 
his escape, but it is ai be that they 
may be taking advantage of his death to 
establish their own innocence. The Prefect 
of Nan-ch‘ang, who tried all the culprits, 
is empowered to hold a further investiga- 
tion into the circumstances under which 
the remaining prisoners joined the move- 


ment, ; 
6th October. 
DISTURBANCE ON THE FRONTIER OF YUNNAN. 


The acting Governor-General of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow reports the final suppression 
of a disturbance which has been going on 
for some time past on the portion of the 
Lin-an Prefecture which adjoins Tongking. 
The district in question, which extends 
over a large area, embraces Na-lou, Tsan- 
tien and several Méngs which until recently 
were under the jurisdiction of native admi- 
nistrators. The last ruler of this class 
having died without issue, a bloody struggle 
for the succession took place among the 
members of the clan, which forced the Im- 
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perial Government to interfere, and resulted 
in the abolition of the hereditary office. 
One of the clansmen, P‘u Ying-chang, who 
had made his escape from the district and 
subsequently returned to give renewed 
trouble, was caught last year by a stra- 
tagem planned by the Prefect of Lin-an, 
and suffered the extreme penalty of the 
law. Early in the present year one of his 
old confederates in crime, named Pai-t‘ai, 
made his appearance in the locality and 
gathered a following of over 1,000 men 
with which he plundered and devastated 
the entire country in revenge for its having 
failed to come to the assistance of his com- 
rade. The Imperial troops were seat tocheck 
his excesses and encountered a stubborn 
resistance. In a bloody combat, which 
lasted from noon till long after dusk, the 
Imperial troops suffered considerable loss 
in killed and wounded, but eventually suc- 
ceeded in surrounding the rebel forces and 
capturing their leader, who was immediately 
executed. Owing to the darkness of the 
night the pursuit was discontinued, but 
next day the mountain valleys were scoured 
in every direction and the remnant of the 
rebel force completely routed. The acting 
Viceroy states that, of the many campaigns 
which have been waged against the Na-lou 
district, this is the first that has proved an 
undoubied success, and he considers the 
result very satisfactory in view of the fact 
that the country is conterminous with the 
dominions of a foreign state, and is from 
its inaccessible position the natural resort 
of brigandage. 


FLOODS IN SZECHUAN. 

The Viceroy of Szechuan forwards a num- 
ber of reports received from district officers 
announcing serious floods over a large 
area of country, with considerable loss of 
cattle and property and great destruction 
of the standing crops. Tis. 30,000 have 
been already appropriated for the relief of 
the sufferers, and other funds are being 
raised on a scale commensurate with the 
widespread proportions of the calamity. 


DISTURBANCE IN A GOVERNMENT OFFICE. 


On the 30th of September last, a man 
named Ch‘ang-t‘ai got into an altercation in 
Peking with a townsman named Pai and pro- 
ceeded to the office of the Police Magistrate 
for the western division of the city, where 
he gave himself out to be a Gioro and after 
behaving in a very unseemly and uproarious 
manner, finally upset the Magistrate’s desk 
and smashed the windows of the building. 
The incident having been brought to the 
notice of the Throne in a memorial from the 
Censor for the, district, the Emperor ex- 
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presses great indignation at such outrageous 
conduct, and orders the soi-disant member 
of the Imperial family to be handed over 
to the Buard of Punishments to be severely 
dealt with. 
MURDER OF FOUR PERSONS IN ONE FAMILY. 
The Governor of Chékiang forwards a 
long and uninteresting report of the murder 
of four persons in one household by a band 
of men who were surprised while commit- 
ting a robbery. A member of the family 
who was aroused by the movements of the 
thieves succeeded in capturing one of their 
number, with the result that he was mur- 
dered by the others who came to their 
comrade’s rescue. Finding that they had 
been identified, the robbers determined to 
make a clean sweep of the whole family. 
Only two have been arrested, one of whom 
suffered death by the slow and painful 
process, while the other, who had been an 
accomplice in the robbery but not a parti- 
cipator in the subsequent proceedings, 
escaped with a sentence of banishment to a 
distance of 4,000 li. 


7th October. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

The following appointments are gazetted 
consequent upon the death of Hsi-chén. 
Lin-shu succeeds the deceased as President 
of the Board of Civil Office, which is the 
senior post in the Boards in Peking. Sung- 
shén, son of the late Chung-shih and nephew 
of Ch‘ung-hou, becomes President of the 
Board of Punishments, and his place as 
Head of the Mongolian Superintendency is 
to be taken by Sung-sén, who vacates the 
senior post in the Censorate, which falls to 


Hsi-ching. 
8th October. 

PUNISHMENT OF OFFICIALS IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE FIRE AT THE TEMPLE OF 
HEAVEN. 

Two days after the fire which occurred 
on the 18th of September last at the Temple 
of Heaven, the Emperor issued a Decree in 
which he commanded the Board of Civil 
Office to determine the penalties which 
should be imposed upon the officials 
whose carelessness had contributed to the 
catastrophe. The Decree stated that, 
according to the accounts which had been 
received from the Sacrificial Board and 
the Gendarmerie Office, the portion of 


the building known as the Hall of 


Prayers for a Prosperous Year had been 
stuck by lightning and completely de- 
stroyed. Hsi-chén and his colleagues in the 
Board of Civil Office, after quoting the 
statutes applicable to neglect of proper 
precautions on the part of officials, state 
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that they have not been able to discover 
any clause of the law which precisely covers 
the present offence. The only case of an 
exactly similar nature was the destruction 
by lightning in July, 1883, of some store- 
rooms in the Temple of Agriculture, on 
account of which several officials were 
punished for not exercising due precaution 
beforehand. In the present instance the 
memorialists recommend that the officer in 
charge of the sscrificial rites, Liu Shih-yin, 
should be fined a year’s salary, lowered 
one step in rank and transferred to another 
post. The heads of the Sacrificial Buard, 
one of whom is the son of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, 
should, it is suggested, suffer similar depri- 
vation of rank, but be allowed to rewain 
at their posts.—Decree previously published. 


SUPPLY OF HORSES FOR THE USE OF THE 
EMPEROR, 


Sé-léng-o, the Governor of Ili, states that 
Tli has always been considered the breeding 
ground for horses used by the Emperor, 
but regrets to add that the supply of suit- 
able animals has fallen off greatly since the 
late military troubles in that region. After 
much search, he has only been able to tind 
eight geldings to forward to Peking. 


9th October. 


EMPLOYMENT OF FEMALES IN TEA FACTORIES 
IN ANHUI. 

Some one having brought to the notice 
of the Throne the numerous abuses con- 
nected with the employment of women and 
girls in tea factories all over the country, 
the Emperor issued on the 31st of August 
last a Decree ordering a strict investigation 
into the matter. The Governor of Anhui 
now submits, in obedience to these instruc- 
tions, the result of the enquiries which he 
has caused to be instituted on the subject. 
The two chief places of tea production in 
the province are T‘un-hsi and Ma-fu, 
situated respectively in the Prefecture of 
Hui-ch‘ou and the department of Liu-an. 
By a custom of long standing all the poor 
females of these districts resort to tea 

icking every year as as a means of gain- 
Ing @ livelihood. The tea factories con- 
sist of an outer and an inner establish- 
ment, in the former of which the men 
attend to the firing of the article, while 
in the latter the women pick the leaves. 
Women who live in the vicinity return to 


“-.. their homes every night, those who come 


from a distance find a home with relatives, 
and such a thing as residence in inus or 
remaining shelterless all night is unknown. 
The presence, however, of such a miscella- 
neous crowd of people, with good and bad 
characters intermized, makes it necessary 
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for the local authorities to exercise careful 


supervision over these establishments every 
Spring, and so far the intercourse between 
the people and the tea merchants has 
produced no serious result. Exclusive 
of the above, there are no tea districts 
in the province of any importance to 
attract any large gathering of people, and 
the number of female tea-pickers is so 
small as to render it comparatively easy to 
check abuses. The Governor is of opinion 
that any general prohibition which would 
prevent women and girls from engaging in 
tea-picking would from the nature of the 
case be very hard to enforce, as it would 
deprive a pour class of people of their only 
means of livelihood. He acknowledges, 
however, the necessity of guarding against 


the abuses engendered by the low state of . 


morality which prevails in this degenerate 
age, and he promises to do all he can in 
concert with the authorities of the tea 
establishments to inculcate a feeling of 
self-respect amongst the female inhabitants 
of the tea districts. 


ASSAULT BY A MILITARY OFFICER. 
The acting Governor-General of Yiinnan 


and Kueichow asks permission to degrade . 


a Captain in the army named Tai-Pi-hsien 
preparatory to placing him on his trial for 
a serious assault committed on a man 
against whom he bore a grudge. The in- 
criminated officer holds a second class title 
of honour, and performed good services 
during the Panthay rebellion, for which 
he was raised through the successive stages 
of promotion until he attained his present 
position.—Granted by Rescript. 


10th October. 


MUTINY IN A REGIMENT. 

The Governor of Formosa reports that a 
orporal and some twenty soldiers broke 
into the office of the acting Major at Lu- 
chiang on the night of the 16th July last, 
and on pretence of asking for rations, 
carried off a quantity of clothing and the 
official seal of the department. The leader 
of the movement made his escape, but six 
of the soldiers were arrested and suffered 
the extreme penalty of the law. The in- 
vestigation of the circumstances showed 
that the acting Major’s régime was unduly 
stern, and that the theft of the official seal 
was prompted by feelings of revenge on the 
part of his men. He is to be degraded, but 
left for the moment at his present pvst to 
co-operate in securing the apprehension of 
the crininals still at large. 

MURDERS IN TURKESTAN. 
The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with reports of two murder cases 
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in Chinese Turkestan, a region which seems 
to surpass most other parts of the Empire 
in ite criminal statistics. In the first of 
the present cases a soldier had been living 
with a woman who transferred her affec- 
tions to a wealthier paramour. The latter 
was a man of powerful physique and the 
soldier, being afraid to tackle him alone, 
induced a few comrades to assist him in 
committing the deed. The principal was 
beheaded and the accessories condemned to 
strangulation and miaur degrees of punish- 
ment. The second is a case in which a Mo- 
hammedan murdered his wife and his 
mother-in-law. He had married a couple 
of years ago on the express understaud- 
ing that he was to get no dowry 
with his wife, and that he was to sup- 
port her mother. The mother and he 
could not agree, and one day after a family 
broil, both she and her daughter left him 
and went to live with a relative. Arming 
himself with a big stick he went one even- 
ing shortly afterwards to bring back his 
wife, and fancied that the sight of the stick 
would intimidate the women and enable 
him to effect his purpose without having re- 
course to force. In this, however, he soon 
found that he was mistaken. Both women 
offered a determined resistance, and after 
her mother was killed, the wife closed in 
upon her husband and maintained a life 
and death struggle, to which she succumbed 
in the end. The penalty for murdering a 
mother-in-law is decapitation, while for 
killing a wife strangulation is the punish- 
ment, and on the principle that the lesser 
crime is merged in the greater, the husband 
has been condemned to be beheaded. 


11th October. 


DEGRADATION OF THE GRAIN INTENDANT OF 
HUPEH. 


The Governor of Hupeh presents a 
memorial in which he animadverts very 
severely upon the character and behaviour 
of Hsia Tsung-i, the new Grain Intendant 
of the province. On his arrival at the pro- 
vincial capital on the 21st of July,. he sub- 
mitted to the Governor the usual statement 
of his antecedents, in which he described 
himeelf as having attained official rank on ac- 
count of his father’s having sacrified his life 
for his country, and when questioned as to 
the official position then conferred upon 
him, he admitted that it merely gave him 
the privilege of becoming a student in the 
Imperial Academy. A similar statement 
which he presented after taking charge of 
his post gave a different version of the mat- 
ter and represented that the title conferred 
upon him fur his father’s services carried 
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with it the rank of Magistrate. After much 
prevarication it became evident that he did 
not attach due importance to the honour 
which he had received through the kindness 
of the Emperor. Other discrepancies were 
also detected in his report. He represented 
his mother to be eighty years of age, thuugh 
in reality she is only sixty, his object then 
being to plead her age as an excuse for not 
gving toa distant province; but on attaining 
his present rank, he represented that he 
had a younger brother in order that he might 
not be prevented from hulding office by 
the necessity of attending upon his mother. 
He is a man of poor repute, with very 
ordinary abilities, and in no sense qualified 
to hold « responsible position. The Gover- 
nor asks that he should be removed from 
his present post and given rank as sub- 
Prefect, so that he may have an opportunity 
of undergoing a complete reformation. — 
Granted by Rescript. 
12th October. 
REPAIRS TO TEMPLE OF HEAVEN. 


The President of the Court of Sacrificial 
Worship and his colleagues represent that 
they have inspected the burnt building at 
the Temple of Heaven and tind that nuthing 
remains but a great pile of ashes. The fire 
has even cracked the stones of which the 
terraces, steps, and flooring were composed. 
The memorialists suggest that the Board of 
Works should be directed to commence the 
restoration of the building as soun as 
possible. They foresee that this cannot 
be accomplished in the short space of 
time which will elapse before the Emperor 
visits the Temple for the performance of wor- 
ship next spring. It will, therefore, be 
necessary to make special arrangements for 
that occasion. They have not dared to 
formulate any proposal with regard to 
these ; but they suggest that the Board of 
Ceremonies should be instructed to join 
them in drawing up a scheme for his 
pany approval.—Decree already pub- 


KUEICHOW IRON WORKS. UNAVOIDABLE 
DELAYS. 

It was discovered some time ago by the 
Governor of Kueichow that the district of 
Ch‘ing-ch‘i, near Ssti-chou Fu in Kuei-. 
chow, was extremely rich in iron. He 
therefure submitted a report to the Em- 
peror on the subject, and obtained the 
services of an officer named P‘an Lu, 
belonging to the Nanking Arsenal, to 
undertake the erection and management 
of some iron works in the said locality. As 
was further reported to the Throne, an 
ofticer was sent abroad to purchase such 





machinery as should be necessary. Pan 
Taotai has now informed the Governor 
that he arrived in Kueichow last year 
with the first instalment of machinery. 
He found, however, that it would be a 
long time before everything was ready for 
work. Inthe first place, it was a slow and 
difficult matter to transport the machinery, 
which, because of its size, was obliged to 
be placed in large boats; while only 
small ones are suitable for the local river 
on account of its shallowness, its rocky 
bottom and swift current. Secondly, the 
construction of the buildings and the erec- 
tion of the machinery would be an arduous 
task, and consume a great deal of time. 
He, therefore, began last winter by start- 
ing a small furnace and smelting iron to 
make rods like those from abroad, so as to 
start a trade as soon as possible. In June 
this year the main buildings were com- 
menced. Machine-house, sheds, furnace, 
chimney, and tank, were all brought on as 
fast as possible, and the workmen were 
given up to the eighth mouth tu accomplish 
their work. But delays were caused, first 
by the difficulty of finding material and addi- 
tional workmen in such a poor country; and 
secondly, many of the boats with machinery 
were wrecked. Though all was finally re- 
covered and nothing lost, still the absence 
of a single part would necessarily retard 
the setting up of a whole machine. In 
spite of these hindrances it was thought that 
all would be ready within the given time. 
But in the middle of June heavy rains fell 
continuously, and nigh towards the end of 
the month the river overflowed and flooded 
the country. The wharf and railway were 
covered by the water, which even entered 
the basementof the highest part of the works. 
A quantity of materials,lime,coke,and wood, 
were lost, but the foundation of the prin- 
cipal atructures, being solidly made, suffered 
no harm at all. When the flood subsided 
pumping machinery was employed to empty 
out the accumulated water, but it will take 
some time before the underground portions, 
which are not exposed to the air, can be- 
come thoroughly dry again. To complete 
ae ger within ee poset now 

yond all hope; and it is pro to 
extend the limit for three months. —Noted. 

13th October. 
A FAMILY TRANSFERRED FROM YUNNAN TO 
HUNAN. 

Two brothers, both officers in the Civil 
Service, request that their names may be 
placed on the registers of Shan-hua Hsien 
m Hunan. As appears from their state- 
ment, their grandfather, Liu K‘un, was a 
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native of Ching-tung in Yiinnan. Having 
won a position in the Hanlin Yuan, he was 
appointed to various high posts of a literary 
character ; and finally, in the year 1867, he 
was made Governor of Hunan. In 1870 
he was recalled to Peking to wait for ano- 
ther appointment. But, as he was suffering 
from aye and infirmity, he received per- 
mission to remain in retirement till his 
health was recovered. His native home 
having been destroyed by the rebels, he 
lived on in Hunan; and he remained there 
till his death, which only occurred two 
ears ago. As he was buried in Shan-hua 

sien, and the grandsons have no home in 
Yiinnan to which they can return, they 
desire to be formally inscribed as inha- 
bitants of the above mentioned district. 
The Governor of Hunan considers their 
request to be perfectly in order; but as 
they are the descendants of a «deceased 
statesman, he feels it his duty to report 
the case to the Emperor. — Approved. 


14th October. 


STATE OF AFFAIRS AT YELLOW RIVER IN 
HONAN. 


The Director-General of the Yellow River, 
Wu Ta-ch‘éng, continues his series of 
reports concerning the state of the Yellow 
River in the Province of Honan. The 
period embraced in his present statement 
extends from the 20th of August to the 7th 
of September, There was no great rise in the 
important tributary called the Ch ‘in River ; 
because the breach which, as previously re- 
ported, had occurred in its banks allowed the 
water to spread over the country, instead 
of remaining in its proper channel. With the 
Yellow River iteelf the case was different. 
As steady rain continued to fall all over the 
surrounding country, from every quarter 
the numerous affluents poured in their 
contents to swell the torrent, and the water 
mounted higher day by day almost without 
intermission, At one spot, in the district 
of Jung-tsé, the embankments subsided ag 
fast as they were repaired. Fortunately, 
however, there were plentiful supplies at 
hand of all kinds of materials, and after a 
time the danger was successfully uvercome. 
But there was even more imminent peril in 
the neighbourhood of Chung-mou, a district 
alittle further east. Aftera rapid rise on the 
3ist of August and the 1st of September, a 
large sandbank, which formed the foreshore 
at a certain place, was suddenly carried 
away by the water ; and the whole strength 
of the stream drove against the foundations 
of the embankment. A strip of the latter, 
twelve hundred feet long by twenty or 
thirty wide, dropped down and disappeared.” 
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A large nuniber of workmen were hastily 
summoned and employed in widening the 
endangered wall. ‘Their labours were con- 
tinued by day and night ; aud no expense 
of any kind was spared. At length all ap- 
pearance of danger passed away completely. 


—WNoted.” 
15th October. 


LOAN FKOM ANHUI TO SHANTUNG FOR 
RELIEF PURPOSES. 


The Governor of Anhui recently received 
letters from Sun Yii-wen, President of the 
Board of Punishments, and Yu Po-ch‘uan, 
Superintendent of the Peking Granaries, 
asking him to lend some money from his 
provincial treasury to the government 
of Shantung, as funds are urgently need- 
ed in that province fur the relief of 
the severe distress existing there. The 
Governor, who was very anxious to accede 
tv the request, instructed the officers of his 
financial department to see what it might 
be possible to do. They have now reported 
to him that there is still unexpended in his 
treasury # portion of a loan of Tls. 150,000 
made to him by the Governor-General of 
Shensi and Kansau, at the time of the 
famine in Anhui last year. From this 
sture he has taken a sum of Tis. 80,000, 
and has sent it by steamer to the Taotai 
at Chefuo, as a convenient place from 
which to reach the suffering districts. It 
is understuod that the money now advanced 

- will be repaid by the government of Shan- 
tung to that of Wank <A penis. 

REFUGE FOR THE DESTITUTE IN ANHUI. 

The Governor of Anhui refers to the 
Emperor's Act of Grace issued in the 
spring of the present year, in which the 


local authorities throughout the empire were | 


commanded to pay special regard to the 
needs of the orphans, the poor, and the 
cripplea, who have no one tv take care of 
them, and to provide refuges for the recep- 


tion of those of them who have no homes | 


wherein to live. The memorialist is unable to 


say whether there were any such abudes for . 
the homeless in the days before the Taiping — 


rebeltion. Two years 


certain Captain Ma Yun-lung collected sub- | 


acriptions, with which he built a refuge 
consisting of thirty rooms, outside one of 
the gates of Ganking; but the money 
rais2d was not sufficient to maintain the 
establishment for any length of time. The 
memorialist finds that at the time of the 
famine last year the Governor-General of 
Szechuan sent him contributions to the 
amount of Tis, 20,000. to be divided 
among the distressed districts. Portions 
were sent to Lu-chou Fu and Feng-yang 
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Fu, where they were expended and aecount- 
ed fur by the local authorities ; but there 
were Ts. 4,000 reserved for Ganking and 
ite neighbourhood, which were never 


| empluyed, because of the early cessation 


of the distress in that region. It is now 
proposed to deliver this money to the Pre- 


fect and Magistrate of the city, who will 


put it out at interest in order that an 
annual sum may-be fuenished for the sup- 


port of the refuge.—Approved. 
16th October, 

CAMELS FOR THE GOVERNMENT AT ULIASUTAI. 

The officer administering the government 
at Uliasutai states that, when there are not 
sufficient camels in the official stables, it is 
the authorised custom to draw a certain 
number from the breeding yards belonging 
to the government. In this way seven 
hundred camel geldings were taken into 
use two years ago. There are always at 
least a thousand beasts required for the 
conveyance of provisions to be consumed 
by the troops and convicts and for other 
work of the same character. But at the 
present moment, exclusive of those annually 
allowed for service at the post-stations and 
for replacing losses, there are only eight 
hundred camels in the stables, and some of 
these are old, injured, or suffering from 
scab. The memorialist therefore requests 
permission to draft two hundred full grown 
geldings from the breeding yards.—Ap- 
proved. 

HOMICIDE BY A CONVICT IN TURKESTAN. . 


The Governor of Turkestan reports the 
trial of a convict for killing another person 
m a brawl. The prisoner, who was & 
native of Kansu, had previously been con- 
demned to strangulation for causing the 
death of a man in a fights but the death 
penalty was remitted, and he was sont to 
ae a military colony in the neighbour, 

ood of the capital of Turkestan. There 
he lived in the same house with another 
eonvict, Li Fu-pao, who had also been 
sent to Turkestan under somewhat similar 
circumstanees. The plete of ground 
allotted to the two prisoners lay close 
together, with a piece of waste land in 
the middle. This piece wae broken 
and brought into cultivation by the pri- 
soner. One day last spring he went out to 
plough his field. Just as he hap to 
be scraping his plough handle with a knife 
Li Fu-pao came up, and, claiming the 
ownership of the waste ground, forbade 
the prisoner to touch it. The latter ex- 
postulated, upon which the other man loat 
his temper and attacked him, seizing him 
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by the pigtail and trying to throw him 
down. The prisoner, who still had the 
knife in his hand, pricked his assailant in 
the leg, hoping thus to make him let go. 
It however only had the effect of making 
him hold on tighter, and the two fell 
together to the ground. In the excite- 
ment of the moment, the prisoner made a 
couple of thrusts with the knife to frighten 
away his assailant and happened to strike 
him in the flanks. Another person came 
up at the moment and separated them; 
but Li Fu-pao, who was sorely wounded, 
expired a little while afterwards. The 
memorialist finds that strangulation after 
the assizes is the legal penalty for killing 
any one in a brawl, and that no difference 
is made by the fact that the prisoner was 
under sentence of penal servitude. The 
crime was committed ten days before the 
issue of the recent Act of Grace, but the 
memorialist leaves it to the Board of 
Punishments to decide whether the prisoner 
should have the benefit of the Act or 
_ not.—Referred to the Board of Punishments. 


17th October. 


OFFICERS ON PROBATION SUBJECT TO 
SCRUTINY. 

It appears to be the rule that when Senior 
Licentiates (Pa-kung) are nominated to the 
appointment of District Magistrate, they 
must remain on probation for two years, at 
the expiry of which an examination will be 
held into their capabilities and conduct. 
An officer in Fengt’ien has just been sub- 
jected to a scrutiny under these conditions. 
He is found to be steady, intelligent, young, 
and strong ; and he is therefore considered 
worthy to be retained in the province and 
given a substantive post. 

CUSTOMS RECEIPTS AT SHAN-HAI KUAN. 


The Viceroy Li Hung-chang presents a 
return for the year ended last November, 
showing the duties collected by the Shan- 
hai Kuan Customs during that period, and 
the manner in which the money was ex- 
pended. Both the territorial and the 
maritime custom-houses are included in the 
statement. The sum which they are 
rene to produce under the original 
and the additional assessment together is 
Tis. 111,129. The memorialist is able 
to report that the full amount has been 
collected ; but the actual money taken 
is shown to have been much less. Southern 
junks bringing Government rice to Tientsin 
are allowed to carry free of all duty any 
merchandise they please to the extent of 
one-fifth of their cargo. The duties re- 
mitted on these goods and on the junks’ 
return cargoes of beans and bean-cake 
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amount to Tls. 42,000, which sum is cre- 
dited to the Custom-house, as if it had 
actually been received. The whole revenye, 
and something more, has been paid away 
for various official purposes, the principal 
of these being the pay of the troops in 


Manchuria. 
18th October. 


MEMORIAL ARCH TO A DEVOTED WIFE 
AND MOTHER. 


Two District Magistrates, natives of 
Szechuan but belonging to the government 
staff in Chihli, have made a representation 
to the Viceroy Li Hung-chang. There is 
at the present moment serving in Chihli a 
fellow provincial of the Magistrates, an 
officer of the ninth grade, named Huang 
Chen. The parents of Huang Chen were 
one Huang T‘ien-shou, and a lady whose 
maiden nane was Haii. The father, Huang 
T‘ien-shou, was formerly living at Han- 
chung Fu in Shensi, where he was em- 
paved asasecretary. Having no children 

y his original wife, Mrs. Wang, he mar- 
ried Mrs. Haii in addition. In 1857 he 
fell sick and died. As Mrs. Wang had 
long been in ill-health, and there were 
young children in the family, Mrs. Hsii 
undertook the task of bringing them up. In 
the autumn of 1863 Han-chung fell into the 
hands of the Taiping rebels. Mrs. Hii 
sent away her son, the Huang Chen above 
mentioned, under the charge of an old 
servant. After this she herself, with Mrs. 
Wang and the other female members of the 
family, committed suicide by throwing 
themselves into a well, while the rest of 
their male relatives were put to death by 
the rebels for refusing to submit to them. 
The two Magistrates, who vouch for the 
truth of the story, think that the virtue 
and heroism exhibited by Mrs. Hsii should 
not remain unrecorded. The Viceroy there- 
forehumbly addresses His Majesty and begs 
that memorial arches may be erected in 
honour of Mrs. Wang and the other ladies. 
— Approved, 

19th October. 
RETURN OF THE EMPEROR'S TUTOR. 

Wéng T‘ung-ho, the Emperor’s tutor and 
President of the Board of Revenue, has 
returned to Peking and been received in 
audience. ; 


APPOINTMENT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL OF 
KAO-CHOU. 


Chéng Shao-chung has been appointed 
Brigadier-General of Kao-chou in succes- 
sion to Huang T‘ing-pian, who has been 
superseded and is to await further employ- 
ment, 
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DISTURBANCE IN A PUBLIC OFFICE IN 
PEKING. 

On the 30th of September last a man 
named Ch‘ang-t‘ai, who gave himself out 
to be a Givro, or collateral relative of the 
Imperial family, made his appearance in 
the office uf the Pulice Magistrate for the 
West division ot the City and brought a 
charge of assault against the keeper of a 
tea-house. The Magistrate referred him 
to the Superintending Censor of the dis- 
trict, but being reminded by the complain- 
ant that his office had no raison d’étre un- 
less it assumed jurisdiction in such matters, 
he consented to hear the case. The plaintiff 
relying upon his birthright as a Gioro, 
obstinately refused to kneel, and became so 
abusive in his language that the Magistrate 
had to produce the tablet bearing the Imperial 
instructions under which he had authority 
to act. This did not, however, produce 
the desired effect, and the plaintifi’s be- 
haviour became so outrageous that he 
actually smashed the Imperial tablet and 
upset the Magisterial bench. The matter 
having been reported to the Censors’ Office, 
the latter sent a subordinate to verify the 
circumstances, which were found to corres- 
pond with the Magistrate’s statement. 
Ch‘ang-t‘ai wore neither a red girdle nor 
any of the other badges appertaining to his 
Imperial lineage, but as the Censor con- 
siders it inexpedient that he should, him- 
self, assume jurisdiction, he asks that the 
plaintiff should be handed over to the 
Board of Punishments to be dealt wlth 
as the law requires.—Decree separately 
published. : 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF CHILI COMES To 

PEKING FOR AUDIENCE. 

Yii-ch‘ang, the Civil Governor of Mouk- 
den, who was recently appointed Lieut.- 
Governor of Chihli, reports having handed 
over charge to his successor Hsing-shéng 
and intimates his intention of starting on 
the 20th September for Peking, where he 
is to have audience and receive instructions 
prior to taking up his new post. 

RECOGNITION OF SERVICES OF FAMINE 

RE IEF WORKERS IN FENG-T‘IEN. 


No such disaster as that which resulted 
from the floods of last year has, the high 
authorities at Moukden report, been known 
in Manchuria for more than a century. The 
extent and duration of the calamity, follow- 
ing, as it did, upon a succession. of bad 
seasons, placed the severest strain upon the 
resources of the country, and it was only 
by the energy and liberality of the officials 
and gentry that it was eventually coped 
with in a manner that almost fulfilled the 
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Imperial wish that not a soul should be 
left destitute. The Imperial Commissioner, 
Ting-an, and the Civil Governor, Yii- 
ch‘ang, headed the subscription list with 
Tls. 500 each, Sung-ch‘ing, the Commander- 
in-Chief of Szechuan, contributed Tls 600, 
the Taotai at Moukden Tls. 400, and 
other subscriptions ranging from Tls. 100 
to Tis. 300 poured in from every district 
vtlicer in the province. The total sum 
thus subscribed amounted to Tis. 149,200 
a large part of which was spent in the 
maintenance of soup kitchens which were 
kept open up to the 11th of August last. 
Tt is hard to say whether the officers who 
were exposed tv all sorts of risks in saving 
people from a watery grave, or those 
superintending the soup kitchens where 
sickness and misery stared one in the face, 
perfurmed the nobler service for humanity, 
and it is asked that all those who sub- 
scribed towards the relief of the distress 
may receive rewards on the same scale as 
was accorded to the contributors tuwards 
the repair of the breach in the Yellow 
River at Chéng-chou.—Rescript: Referred 
to the consideration of the Board. 


FURTHER REWARDS FOR EXERTIONS IN 
RELIEVING DISTRESS IN FENG-T‘IEN, 


The saine authorities select from among 
all those who worked in the field of famine 
relief, General Tso Pao-kuei as the person 
who deserves special mention for the 
energy and self-sacrifice with which he 
administered assistance to the starving 
people. His efforts are considered all the 
more praiseworthy as the task was not one 
which fell strictly within his province as a 
military officer. Feeling themselves unable 
single-handed to cope with the crisis, the 
civil authorities called upon him for assist- 
ance and met with a ready response. He 
not only directed night and day the steps 
that were taken for saving life at the begin- 
ning of the calamity, but he afterwards 
went in person to every village and hamlet 
to administer relief to the wretched survi- 
vors. He raised over 120,000 strings of cash 
by public subscription, opened some scores 
of soup kitchens, and was, it is calculated, 
instrumental in saving altogether some 
hundreds of thousands of lives. As he is 
an officer of high rank, the memorialists 
do not venture to suggest what form of 
reward he should receive, but leave the 
point for the gracivus decision of the 
Emperor. 

* Two other officials who made themselves 
conspicuous by their zeal on this occasion, 
are Ch‘éng-hsiin, the Tavtai at Newchwany. 
and Pi-liang, an expectant Tactui: 9 0+ 





former, it is suggested, should receive 
such reward as the Board may consider 
suitable, and the latter is recommended 
for a button of the second grade as a 
stimulus to efforts of the kind.—Decree 
previously published. 


20th October. 


MODE OE SETTLING A CASE WHERE THE 
ACCUSED REFUSES TO CONFESS HIS GUILT. 


There is no more common fallacy than to 
suppose that Chinese law invariably requires 
a confession of guilt on the part of a pri- 
soner as an indispensable condition of his 
punishment. Cases are frequently reported 
in the Gazette of obstinate refusal tu make 
a confession and of the application of a 
clause of the law under which convictions 
are obtained by the unanimous testimony 
of witnesses. The following is an example 
of the procedure in question :— 

In the year 1860 a man living in the 
T‘ung-ch‘éng district of Anhui was killed 
by the Taipings, and his body was in the 
confusion of the time buried without a 
coffin on the slope of a hill which formed 
the cemetery of another family bearing 
the surname of Yao. In 1872, when 
the country had again become quiet, the 
Yao family asked the son of the deceased, 
Wang Huai-pao, to have the body removed, 
and on meeting with a refusal, instituted 
proceedings against him in the local court. 
The history of the actions and cross-actions 
which ensued during the followingseventeen 
years between the two parties occupies a 
narrative covering many pages of the 
Gazette, and if correctly reported, furnishes 
a remarkable instance of the tenacity with 
which Chinese. suitors prosecute false 
charges. Wang Huai-pao’s refusal was at 
first based upon the reluctance he felt to 
remove the uncoffined bones of his father, 
but he subsequently denied the right of the 
Yao family to interfere in the matter, and 
did not hesitate to impute dishonest motives 
to the officials who tried the case. The suit 
was carried from court to court, the site of 
the grave was inspected and a plan pre- 
pared which showed beyond a doubt that 
it belonged to the Yao fami'y, but Wang 
Huai-pao still persisted in his refusal to 
remove his father’s corpse, and as a last 
resource the assistance of the members of 
his family clan was invoked. They admit- 
ted the facts as proved by the evidence, 
and asked the Yao family to take pity on 
Wang Huai-pao’s poverty and supply him 
with means to enable him to remove the 
body. This, however, had no effect with 
Wang, who suffered for his obstinacy by 
spending his time in gaol, and eventually 
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some friends and members of the family 
determined to end the matter by moving 
the remains themselves. The bones of the 
dead man were accordingly exhumed, wrapt 
up in straw and deposited in another 
grave provided for their reception. This 
step altered somewhat the nature of the 
proceedings, and from having been 
defendant Wang became plaintiff in the 
case, which he prosecuted with more energy 
than ever. A new complication was intro- 
duced by the death of his mother under 
circumstances which he turned toadvantage. 
The old woman went one day in the course 
of the year 1878 to the house of a man 
named Chu, who lived quite near to the 
spot to which her husband’s remains had 
been removed. Her object was to per- 
suade Chu to testify in favour of her son 
and against the persons who were respon- 
sible for the removal. Chu declined, and 
Madam Chu asked the old lady to stay over 
night. She did so, and by way of revenge 
for her host’s refusal to support her son, 
hanged herself in his house. Her son, 
Wang Huai-pao, worked up a plausible 
story abuut his mother’s death being caused 
by the treatment of his father’s remains, 
and failing to obtain a hearing in the 
provincial courts, ‘started for Peking, 
where he presented his plaint to the 
Ceusorate. That body sent him back in 
the usual way to Anhui, where a fresh 
trial, just now concluded, has been going 
on for sume years past. Every effort has 
been made to extort an admission of the 
facts from Wang Huai-pao, but his obstinacy 
has remained unconquered. His punish- 
ment for proceeding to Peking and institu- 
ing false charges implicating about a score 
of people is banishment to a distant fron- 
tier, and he has been sentenced accordingly 
under the law which provides that the un- 
animous testimony of witnesses may be 
accepted in lieu of a confession of guilt in 
cases where the punishment is not less than 
that of banishment of the first degree. The 
people who removed thé body were actuated 
merely with a desire to put an end to the 
protracted proceedings, and as the removal 
was carried out with due care, they are to 
receive the benefit cf the recent amnesty 
and to be exempted from any punishment 
they might otherwise have merited. 


21st October. 
SEVERE EARTHQUAKE IN ILI. 

The Governor of Ili reports that an 
earthquake severer than any that has been 
experienced for the last one hundred years 
occurred in Ili at four o’clock in the 
morning of the 12th of July last. The 
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sound came from the north-west and 
there were three distinct shocks lasting 
for about a quarter of an hour and so 
violent that it was almost impossible to 
keep standing with the swaying motion. 
Having regard to the duration of the 
shocks and the damage done before his 
eyes in his own office and the sur- 
rounding buildings, Sé-léng-o was ap- 
prehensive that tidings of a great calamity 
would soon be received from other parts of 
his jurisdiction. The reports which have 
now been received from the various civil 
and military authorities reveal the very 
serious nature of the catastruphe, though 
fortunately no loss of life seems to 
have been sustained. The walls of the 
towns of Sui-ting, T‘a-érh-ch‘i, Kuang-jén, 
Chan-té, and Kung-chén have been largely 
demolished and a great number of temples 
and public buildings have suffered severely. 
None of the nine cities of Ili escaped with- 
out injury, but Chan-té and Kung-chén, 
which are situated in the North-west 
corner of the valley, sustained the greatest 
damage. ‘The cost of making such tempor- 
ary repairs as are absolutely necessary is 
estimated at Tls. 23,000 and the Governor 
asks for authority to appropriate this sum 
for the purpose from the funds reserved 
for carrying on the work of reorganisation 
consequent upon the rebellion, 


REPAIR OF A PASS IN ILI. 


‘The Governor of Ili states that there is 
an important Pass kuown as Kuo-tzu-kou 
which runs westward for a distance of sixty 
li from Ching-ho and Ta-ho-chao and 
forms not only the Government post road 
but the main thoroughfare for trattic of all 
kinds. It is shut in on both sides by high 
and precipitous hills and a stream furmed 
by the melting of the snuw runs down the 
ravine and irrigates the country in the 
neighbourhood of Kuang-jén and Sui-ting. 
After the recovery of Ili, this stream was 
bridged in twenty-six different places and 
other works were undertaken from time to 
time to prevent its overflowing and damag- 
ing the Pass. Last year there was a 
very heavy fall of snow in Ili which 
lay in the pass to an average depth of over 
10 Chinese feet, and completely obstructed 
all traffic. Effurts were made to effect a 
clearance, but the hard work of several 
days was entirely néutralised by the snow 
which drifted duwn in masses from the 
high cliffs that towered up vn either side. 
In some places the snow reached a depth 
of over 100 feet and in its course down 
the mountain side carried with it trees of 
great age and size. The Government road 
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still remained visible winding its way 
like a thread througii the general mass of 
débris and would probably have remained 
fit for use had it not been fur the heavy 
rains of the present summer which, added 
to the volume of water caused by the melt- 
ing snow, so swelled the mountain torrent 
that on the 4th of June last it burst 
loose and swept away bridges, government 
road and everything else that opposed 
its course. Such a deluge was unknown in 
all the past history of the country. The | 
Pass was rendered impracticable for even 
travellers on foot and steps had to be taken 
at once to restore communication with the 
district previously reached by the Pass. 
Tt was found that there was another Pass 
known as P‘i-li-ch‘in which formed a nearer 
route to Ching-ho and only occupied three 
or four stages. This road has been re- 
paired and made temporarily available 
for the conveyance of the mails and 
Government supplies, but though it is 
shorter, it has other drawbacks and it is 
not propused to use it as a permanent 
substitute for the Kuo-tzu-kou Pass. Ar- 
rangements will be made for the repair of 
the latter as soon as the waters have suffi- 
ciently subsided, and to obviate the recur- 
rence of any such inconvenience in future, 
it has been decided to appropriate an annual 
sum of Tls. 800 for maintaining it in proper 
order. 


22nd October. 


ACTING APPOINTMENT AS GOVERNOR OF 
KUANGSI. 


Ma P‘ei-yao, who has since been appoint- 
ed Governor of Kuangsi, acknowledges the 
receipt of telegrams from the Tsung-li 
Yamén and the Viceroy at Cantun instruct- 
ing him to take provisional charge of the 
Government of the province. The new 
Governor is a native of Honan who took 
the metropolitan degree over a quarter of 
a century ago and has risen to his present 
position through the successive grades of 
the civil service. 


LI HAN-CHANG STARTS FOR CANTON. 


Li Han-chang reports having handed 
over charge on the 11th September last 
to Hsii-ta, the Taotai of Huai Yang, who 
is to act as Director General uf the Grain 
Transport until the arrival of Sung-ch‘un. 
As soon as he has cleared off the outstanding 
work, he purposes starting for Canton, 
travelling overland by way of Kiangsi. 


23rd October, 
No papers of interest. 
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24th October. 


SHEN PING-CH‘ENG ASSUMES OFFICE AS 
GOVERNOR OF ANHUI. 


Shén Ping-ch‘éng, who was transferred 
nearly a year ago from Kuangsi to Anhui, 
reports having taken over charge as Go- 
vernor of the latter province on the 30th 
of September. Ch‘éng Yi, the late Go- 
vernor, hag received leave to pass a short 
time at his home in Yangchow before 
coming to Peking to take up his post of 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture. 


CLOSURE OF A BREACH IN THE YELLOW 
RIVER EMBANKMENTS IN SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung reports the 
closure of the breach in the embankment 
of the Yellow River at Chang-ts‘uu in the 
Chii-ho district of the province. The 
opening measured from 600 to 700 Chinese 
feet and its repair entailed an expenditure 
of Tls, 30,000. Work is progressing at the 
other two breaches at Ta-chai and Hoi- 
chih-fang both of which, it is anticipated, 
will be closed at an early date. Much of 
the flooded country is dry again and will 
be in a suitable condition for the reception 
of a crop when the time for sowing arrives. 


25th October. 
No papers of importance. 


26th October. 


BURGLARY AND MURDER BY DISCHARGED 
SOLDIERS. 


Last autumn a burglary was committed 
in the house of a gentleman living at Li- 
shui Hsien south of Nanking. The robbers, 
who were six in number, effected an ex- 
trance into the buildings in the early part 
of the night by breaking down the back 
door. They shot the elder brother of the 
proprietor who was calling out fur help: 
and having ransacked the premises they 
carried their booty to a quiet place where 
they divided it in equal shares. Medical aid 
was furnished to the gentleman who had 
been shot, but he died frum the effects of 
his wound. Afterwards three of the rob- 
bers were arrested. They were all Hunan 
men, who had served as soldiers and had 
been dismissed from the service for unsa- 
tisfactory conduct. The punishment for 
burglary is decapitation ; and where fire- 
arms are carried by any of a party, the 
whole number are liable to be executed 
immediately and to be branded. Sentence 
is therefore passed upon the prisoners in 
accordance with the provisions of these 
laws. 
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GUNBOAT CARRIED OFF BY SMUGGLERS. 


Last month, at the request of the 
Governor of Kiangsu, a decree was issued 
cashiering a certain Tavtai who had allowed 
a gunboat under his charge to be carried 
off by salt smugglers, and had failed either 
to recover the boat or to arrest the robbers. 
The Governor now reports that the oflicers 
and men of the preventive service have 
captured four smugglers, of whom one isa 
man that took a leading part in the robbery 
of the gunboat, and two others are noted 
offenders, for whose arrest rewards had 
been offered. The prisuners will be sub- 
jected to a rigorous examination, and 
strenuous efforts made to discuver the other 
principal offenders. It is also stated to the 
Emperor that the cashiered Tavtai has 
given valuable assistance in the making of 
these captures, thus showing his contri- 
tion fur his previous negligence.— Noted. 


27th October. 


MISTAKE IN A LIST OF SUCCESSFUL 
CANDIDATES. 


According to a memorial presented by 
the Governor-General of Shensi and Kansu, 
that officer was present at the literary ex- 
aminations held this autumn in the provin- 
cial capital of Kansu. When the candidates 
had handed in their third and last set of 

apers, he quitted the examination hall, 
eaving the proctors and other officers to 
maintain order and watch the proceedings. 
Ten days afterwards he returned upon the 
scene in order to take part in issuing the 
list of successful names. According to the 
practice at Chinese examinations, the ex- 
aminers are never permitted to see the 
original papers of the candidates, but copies 
are made for them in red ink by a staff of 
clerks, The two sets of papers are marked 
with corresponding numbers, and the can- 
didates’ names are preserved in sealed 
covers with the original documents. On the 
present occasion the sixth place on the roll 
was awarded tothe author ofthe papers mark- 
ed number fifty-eight of the Tien series. But 
by accident the cover numbered ‘‘ Tien tifty” 
was opened instead, and the name of the 
candidate found inside, Mr. Chang Sheng, 
was entered upon the list of those selected. 
The mistake was afterwards discovered by 
the examiner, who informed the Governor- 
General of what had occurred. The last 
mentioned officer finds that in the Peking 
Examinations of 1768, and again in Kansu 
in 1846, errors of a similar character 
occurred, and were brought to light after 
the publication of the list. On each occa- 
sion the mistake was reported to the 
supreme government, by whuse orders it 
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was rectified. In accordance with the 
precedents then established the memoria- 
list has erased the name which was wrongly 
inserted, and he is sending to Peking the 
unopened cover containing the name and 
the papers of the persun unknown, who, as 
number fifty-eight of the Tien series, was 
designated for the sixth place on the list. 
At the same time for purposes of veri- 
fication he forwards the other papers, ori- 
ginals and copies, of the two candidates. 
He hopes that, after they have duly been 
inspected by the Board, His Majesty will 
allow the rightful person to receive a 
degree. He mentions that the Chief Ex- 
aminer conducted the proccedings without 
the aid of the Assistant Examiner, the 
latter officer having gone into mourning 
while on the road to Kansu. But he is 
none the less bound to request that he him- 
self, the Examiner, and the other officers 
concerned may be made to receive some 
penalty for their want of care. 

The Emperor’s decree in reply orders the 
Board of Ceremonies to examine the papers 
forwarded to Peking, and set right the 
mistake which has been made. Punish- 


ment will be awarded to all the officers | 


engaged in the proceedings for their failure 
to exercise proper carefulness in so im- 
portant a matter as the public examinations. 


DAMAGE TO CROPS IN KANSU. 


Governor-General Yang reports that in 
the province of Kansu, generally speaking, 
the weather was favourable throughout the 
summer. The rainfall was sufficient without 
being excessive, and the country has been 
blessed with a bounteous harvest. Still a 
certain number of localities, namely Kao- 
lan, Lung-hsi, An-ting, T‘ung-wei, Ta-t‘ung 
and Su Chou, have suffered from floods or 
hail-storms to an extent which renders 
necessary the distribution of relief and 
perhaps the postponement or remission of 
taxation. But far greater damage was 
done in Chieh Chou, where tremendous 
rains fell from the 14th to the 19th of 
July. Both the North: and the South 
Rivers burst their banks and inundated 
‘ the country. The city walls were washed 
away together with the residences of 
the civil and military authorities, and five 
hundred private houses. Two lives were 
lost by drowning. Charity was immediately 
distributed to the most needy of the 
sufferers ; and orders were given to ascer- 
tain exactly what houses had been destroyed 
in order that their owners might be assisted 
in rebuilding them. Estimates were also 
made with a view to the immediate repair- 
ing of the public buildings and walls which 
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had been washed down. Another calamity 
occurred in Ch‘ing-shui Hsien, where a 
landslip took place on the side of a steep 
hill.and killed twenty men who were reap- 
ing below. In this case the authorities 
were ordered to provide coffins for the dead 
bodies and deliver them to their relatives 


for burial. 
28th October. 


FAILURE OF CANDIDATES AT PALACE 
EXAMINATION, 


After the metropolitan examination for 
the highest military degree the successful 
candidates are required to undergo a fresh 
trial within the precincts of the Palace. An 
Imperial Decree states that His Majesty, 
having recently held this re-examination, 
he finds six candidates who have not been 
able to sustain their reputation in wielding 
the sword, and one who has failed similarly 
with the stone. In consequence of this, 
their degrees are suspended until the next 
Palace Examinations, when they will be 
allowed to make a fresh essay. The Board 
concerned is directed to determine a penalty 
for the Examiners who selected these 
graduates. 


CAPTURE OF A NOTED ROBBER IN 
MANCHURIA, 

The Governor of Sheng-ching states that 
no part of his province is so liable to be 
disturbed by banditti as the tract of country 
round Ch‘ang-t‘u, which adjoins Mongolia 
on the north and Kirin on the east. In 
an Imperial Rescript issued last year a 
noted robber, called Chang Hai-ling, was 
specially mentioned by name, and stringent 
instructions were issued that his capture 
must be effected without fail. In the sum- 
mer of the present year the Magistrate of 
Feng-hua learned that this man was living 
in disguise at a place in that district. At- 
tended by an assistant and a party of police- 
men, he went quietly to the spot and found 
the man of whom he was in search, dressed 
like a peasant with a hoe in hishand. The 
robber refused to be arrested, and whirling 
the hoe round his head resisted the police. 
Then drawing a pistol from his belt he 
fired and wounded one of them. Upon 
this the police were ordered to fire also. 
The robber was struck in the hip, after 
which he submitted without giving further 
trouble. He was brought to the provincial 
capital for trial, when he was found 
guilty of having committed more than 
twenty crimes, including cases of murder, 
arson, abduction, robbery with violence, 
and resistance to the imperial troops. 
In punishment for these offences, which 
amounted almost to rebellion, he was 
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executed without delay. The memorialist 
considers the punishment of this offender 
a matter of great congratulation. Though 
many robbers have been arrested of late, 
still they have generally been unimportant 
followers ; and it is only by the destruction 
of the leaders that brigandage can be put 
down and the country tranquillised. The 
Magistrate moreover deserves commenda- 
tion for the seizure of so notorious a 
criminal within half-a-year of his arrival at 
his post. He is therefare recommended 
by the memorialist for the receipt of a 
decoration. And the agsistant who attended 
him is proposed for promotion.— Referred 
to the Board of Civil Office. 

: 29th October. 

APPOINTMENTS AND RETIREMENTS. 

The Provincial Treasurer of Yiinnan, 
Tséng Chi-feng, is given permission to 
retire from the public service in order 
that he may attend upon his aged parents. 

Shih Nien-tau ig transferred to Yiinnan 
in place of Tséng Ohi-feng, and Wang Te- 
peng ts appointed Treasurer of Kueichow 
in place of Shi Nien-tsu. 


AN OFFICER SENT TO LEARN JUDICIAL WORK. 


An expectant officer in Peking, Ko Ping-i 
by name, was recently selected by the 
central government for the Magistracy of 
Oh‘i Hsien, belonging to Weihui Fa in 
northern Honan. The newly appointed 
officer has just arrived at the capital of the 
province and has presented his credentials. 
The Governor represents that Ch‘i Hsien is 
a populous and busy place with fierce and 
intractable inhabitants; while the new 
Magistrate having but newly arrived in the 
province cannot be acquainted with the 
Jocal ways and manners. It is therefore 
proposed to attach Ko Ping-i temporarily 
to the local court of justice in K‘ai-féng Fu, 
in order that he may gain experience in 
judicial work before he is sent to his post. 


—Approved. 
30th October. 
EXCULPATION OF GRAND SECRETARY CHANG 
CHIH-WAN. ‘ 


An officer named Ch‘ung-wen recently 
poet @ memorial accusing the Grand 
ecretary Chang Chih-wan of maintaining 
_ improper intimacy with provincial officials. 
The Emperor therefore directed Fu-k‘un 
and P‘an Tsu-yin to investigate the 
truth of the charge. They have now 
made their report, which is entirely in 
favour of Chang Chih-wan. If he received 
visits from provincial officials it was 
merely because he wished to ask them 
about matters of public business, or be- 
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cause they were old acquaintances. No 
unfavourable conclusions should be drawn 
from the fact that many of them took 
apartments in a temple close to his house, 
as that place has long been used as a lodging 
by such visitors. His house moreover is a 
very modest residence, and no guest room 
has been built on to it for holding secret 
conversations. Fault was found with him 
for being intimate with the priest Ching 
Chow. But the man when questioned 
declared that he and the Grand Secretary 
were merely acquaintances owing to their 
belonging to the same part of the country. 
The Imperial Decree which publishes the 
above remarks goes on to say that His 
Majesty recognises the high principles 
of the statesmen who surround him, 
and that he has long well known the 
honesty and stability of Chang Chih- 
wan ; but he ordered the inquiry to be held, 
as he considered it due to that officer to 
have an opportunity of fully disproving the 
charges brought against him. Chan Chih- 
wan must not allow himself to be de- 
terred by calumny from the careful per- 
formance of his duty, but must continue to 
exert his utmost energies on behalf of the 
State in order to repay the confidence 
placed in him. His Majesty has again 
publicly cautioned his servants against 
the evil practice of lodging accusations 
to serve their own private ends. The 
assailant of Chan Chih-wan must have 
known of this; and yet he has dared 
to slander that distinguished officer 
with baseless calumnies. Moreover he 
aggravated his misconduct by introducing 
into his memorials language about calami- 
ties and prosperity and the state of public 
affairs at the present time. As a warning 
to others it is necessary that he be punish- 
ed. The Board concerned will propose 
for him some fitting penalty. 


PERMISSION TO RIDE IN FORBIDDEN CITY. 
Three Ministers, K‘uei-jun, Hsii Yung-i, 
and Ch‘ing-an are graciously permitted to 
ride on horse-back within the precincts of - 
the Forbidden City. 


31st October. 


HONOURS TO A DECEASED GENERAL. 

In asupplementary memorial the Viceroy 
Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian describes the career of a 
late General, Chu P‘in-lung. The deceased 
was a native of Hunan, and in the year 
1852 volunteered for military service in 
that province. Four years later, on the 
formation of a regular Hunan army, he was 
traneferred to the main body by the Vice- 
roy Tséng Kuo-fan. He thus took part 
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in the capture of Hsiao-ch‘ih post sta- 
tion and the attack on Kiukiang. In 
1857 he was at the capture of Ma- 
ch‘eng and Huang-an in Hupeh. In 
1858 he was again in Kiangsi, when 
the towns of Ching-té and Fo-lang were 
taken. In 1860 he helped to reduce T'‘ai- 
hu and Su-sung near the capital of Anhui, 
. being always in the forefront of danger and 
taking part in every combat. He was after- 
wards sent to occupy Ch‘i-men in the ex- 
treme south of tbe province, where he 
made reconnaissances against Hui-chou and 
Ching-té, and seized all the important 
passes, again distinguishing himself and 
exposing himself to danger as he led on his 
men. Later, having captured Ch‘ing-yang 
to the west of the province, he was belea- 
guered there for forty days, without food 
and without any one to come to his rescue. 
Animated by him, his men held out against 
the enemy and against starvation till at 
length relief was brought. At this time the 
great rebel chief, Ku Lung-hsien, was occu- 
pying the country round T‘aip‘ing Fu. But 
18 followers were dispersed by General Chu 
P‘in-lung, who received the submissiun of 
more than a hundred thousand men, and 
restored tranquillity to the country round 
Shih-t‘ai, Ching-té, T‘ai-ping, and Kuang- 
t&8. His success also prevented the Ché- 
kiang and Kiangsi rebels from joining 
their forces and marching to the relief of 
Nanking, which was therefore brought 
into great straits. His exploits thus were 
such as to merit no ordinary praise. In 
1861 he was appointed General at Chii- 
chou Fu in Chékiang. In 1865 he returned 
to his native place, where he died 
in 1879. As he was so distinguished a 
lieutenant of the illustrious Tséng Kuo-fan, 
certain officers have petitioned that his name 
may be associated with that of his leader 
in the temples dedicated to the latter, and 
that libations may similarly be offered to 
him by the local authorities in spring and 
autumn. This request is endorsed by the 
memorialist, who states that it is quite in 
accordance with precedent.—Approved. 


1st. November. 
DEBT OWED BY A MAGISTRATE TO THE 
GoveRNMENT. 

A certain official now deceased, Chang 
Wen-tsao by name, was many years ago pro- 
moted for good conduct to an expectant 
Magistrateship in Chékiang. Before a post 
was found for him, he was, in 1868, again 
given nominal advancement, namely to the 
rank of expectant subprefect. In 1877 he 
had still apparently received no substantive 
promotion; for in that year he was 
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sent to act as Magistrate at P‘u-chiang 
Hsien. In the autumn of the following 
year he was recalled to the provincial 
capital, On his handing over his accounts 
to his successor there was wanting a 
sum of Tis. 9,541, which he had collected 
in the ordinary way as land tax. It 
appeared that he had spent this money 
in repairing his official residence and other 
public works of immediate importance, in 
surveying land, in distributing relief, and 
in supporting a body of troops, rendered 
necessary by the proximity of the turbulent 
prefectureof T‘ai-chou. Being unable either 
to make good the money, or to obtain the 
sanction of the higher authorities for the 
expenditure, he was declaredadefaulterand 
arrested. The property in his lodging was 
attached, but it was found merely to consist 
of a few old trunks of clothes and torn 
books, which were positively not worth 
valuing. -In prison se became seriously 
ill, and was let out on bail upon the peti- 
tion of a brother official. But the change 
was of no avail, and he shortly afterwards 
succumbed to his malady. Orders were 
then given to seize his property in his 
native home in Kiangsu. The officers took 
possession of his house, a building of four 
rooms in bad repair, with a little broken 
furniture. These were valued altogether 
at Tls. 42, but no purchaser could be found 
for them at the moment. The neighbours 
and the relatives of the. deceased gave 
their bond that there was no other property 
belonging to him. Search wasalso made for 
the clerk who had been in charge of his 
treasury at P‘u-chiang and for his personal 
servant. The former, however, was proved 
to be dead, and the latter had disappeared 
from view. The Governor of Chékiang is 
convinced that the missing money was 
merely appropriated without sanction for 
public objects, and that there was no em- 
bezzlement of official funds. Still where 
such misappropriation exceeds the sum of 
Tls. 5,000, the law lays down that the 
offender must be banished three thousand 
li, and receive a flogging of one hundred 
blows. He therefore sentences the de- 
ceased to these penalties, which, as he re- 
marks, cannot be carried out. Moreover, 
as the deceased has left nothing of value, 
his debt to the government will be forgiven. 
—Referred to the Board. 


DUTIES NOT COLLECTED IN KUANGSI. 


As the Province of Kuangsi has not yet 
recovered from the Taiping rebellion, the 
Custom houses of Wu-chou Fu and Hsin- 
chou Fu are in a very unprosperous condi- 
tion. Several officers have not been able 


to collect the full amount due according to 
their assessments, and have been ordered 
by the Board of Revenue to make good a 
certain portion of their deficits. Thus 
three Prefects, or acting Prefects of Wu- 
chou, owe Tis. 15,429, Tls. 4,083 and 
Tls. 13,000 respectively, and a Prefect of 
Hsin-chou owes Tls. 5,575. As none of 
them show any signs of producing the 
money, the Governor requests that they 
may be given a limit of one year, and be 
severely punished if their accounts are not 
cleared off within that time.—Approved. 


2nd November. 
REPAIRS TO A TOWN IN ILI. 


The Central Government in Peking, like 
many other Governments, lays it down as 
a fixed rule that no expenditure shall be 
incurred on public works in the provinces 
which shall not previously have received 
the sanction of the Board of Works. The 
city of Kung-ch‘én, otherwise known as 
Hua-érh-kuo-ssii, occupies a position of 
great strategic importance on the extreme 
west in Ili, and is only separated by a 
river from Russian territory. Some years 
ago, when Chin-shun was Governor of Ili, 
he included the restoration of the town 
among the works of re-organisation which 
he proposed to carry out, but he was 
obliged to leave the task unfinished owing 
to want of funds. The late Governor, 
Hsi-lun, continued the work begun by his 
predecessor, but set about it in such an 
irregular way that the Board declined to 
sanction the expenditure, and called for an 
explanation from Sé-léng-o, the present 
Governor. The latter, while admitting 
that his predecessor was at fault in not 
furnishing the Board with an estimate of 
the cost before he started operations, 


vouches for the fact that considerable re- - 


pairs were executed. The total expenditure 
was, he understands, originally estimated 
at Tls. 55,685.5.9, of which Tls. 13,000 
were spent in useful work by Hsi-lun. A 
great deal still remains to be done, and as 
Hsi-lun’s expenditure cannot be refunded 
new that he is dead, the Governor proposes 
that he himself should be allowed a further 
sum of Tls. 33,390 to enable him to com- 
plete the work and prevent a waste of the 
money already spent. Unless something is 
done at once, all the materials now stacked 
will soon deteriorate through exposure to 
the weather.—Referred to the consideration 
of the Board. 
SACRIFICES TO THE LAKE GOD OF KOKONOR. 
The Imperial Resident at Hsi-ning, who 
exercises control over five tribes of Mongols, 
is required to repair once every autumn to 
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Kokonor, where he performs certain rites 
in honour of the Spirit of the Lake, and 
holds a durbar of the Mongolian princes 
and chieftains. Sa-ling-a, the present 
Resident, reports that he started on the 
usual tour on the 1st of Octomber last, and 
going by the Tan-ka-érh pass, reached his 
destination four days later. Here he was 
met by the Mongol princes and nvbles, - 
who were seated in order of rank and enter- 
tained at a banquet, in the course of which 
he distributed amongst them presents of 
silk, penknives, tea, and other suitable 
articles. The guests were all enthusiastic 
in their protestations of loyalty, and pro- 
mised to guarantee the preservation of good 
order in their respective districts. The 
sacrificial ceremonies were performed by 
the Prefect of Hsi-ning, who accompanied 
the memurialist. 


3rd November. 


SOUP KITCHENS AND REFUGES FOR THE 
POOR OF PEKING. 


The Censor for the central division of the 
city makes an application for the usual 
winter allotment of grain for a number of 
charitable institutions within his jurisdic- 
tion. Four of these establishments, one of 
which is for the special benefit of distressed 
Mahommedans, receive each 300 piculs of 
unhusked rice from the Government, which 
is largely supplemented by subscriptions 
from the officials and gentry of the city. 
Four or five other similar institutions have 
during the past few years received grants 
of 150 piculs of grain each year, and all 
these allowances are to be continued during 
the present winter. The soup kitchens in 
the Chinese city are the recipients of much 
more liberal grants which date back to the 
year 1867, and amount, in the case of eight 
of them, to 270 piculs a month. The dis- 
tribution of the relief is controlled by the 
Censor of the district, assisted by a com- 
mittee of gentry and notables. 


MOVEMENTS OF LATE SECRETARY OF LEGATION 
IN LONDON, 


Mo Shéng-sun, who served for three 
years in London as Secretary of Legation to 
Liu Jui-fén, recently returned to Kiangsu 
as expectant Taotai on promotion from his 
previous position of Prefect. On leaving 
London he received from the Minister a 
favourable notice for the diligence and zeal 
which he displayed in the discharge of his 
diplomatic duties, and at his own request 
he is now proceeding to Peking with a 
letter of introduction to the Board of Civil 
Office from the Viceroy Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian. 
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RESUMPTION OF HIS DUTY BY THE ADMIRAL 
OF THE YANGTZE. 


Li Ch‘éng-mou, the Admiral of the Yang- 
tze, who has been on sick leave for some 
months past, reports that he has so far 
recovered his health as to be able to resume 
the duties of his office. He has under- 
taken a cruise of inspection of the fleet on 
the Upper and Lower Yangtze, and re- 
viewed the gunboats at Woosung. In all 
matters connected with the improvement 
of the navy he has had the advantage of 
the advice of P‘éng Yii-lin, as also of the 
Viceroys and Governors of the provinces 
concerned. 


4th November, 1889. 


APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY TO THE COUNCIL 
OF STATE. 

A Secretaryship in the Grand Council is 
now one of the best openings for official 
advancement amongst the lower ranks of 
the Civil Service. Altogether there are 
sixty Secretaries, most of whom do duty 
likewise in the Boards. One of them, Chu 
Wei-ch‘éng, has just been appointed Pre- 
fect at Canton, and the vacancy thus creat- 
ed has, on the recommendation of Prince 
Li and his colleagues, been bestowed upon 
Sun Ch‘ao-hua, one of the Supernumerary 
Clerks, who is also Secretary in the Board 
of Civil Office. 


OFFICERS DETACHED FOR SERVICE IN TIBET. 


Some time ago Shéng-t‘ai, the Assistant 
Resident in Tibet, asked that Liu Han-wén, 
Magistrate of the Ta-t‘iao district in Se- 
chuan, and Wang Yen-lin, a Prefect on 
probation in the same province, should be 
transferred to Tibet and their services placed 
at his disposal. The first mentiuned officer 
has since died, and the Resident now 
suggests that Shih Kuang-hsi, formerly 
acting Sub-Prefect of Ta-chien-lu, should 
be sent to Tibet in his stead. He also ap- 
plies for the services of Hsii Chin-pien, an 
officer on the Szechuan establishment who 
is a reliable man and has special know- 
ledge of Tibetan questions.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

DISASTROUS STORMS IN SHENSI. 


The Governor of Shensi reports that 
during the sixth and seventh months of 
the present year his province was visited 
by disastrous floods of hail and rain which 
caused great havoc and distress in fifteen 
districts and departments. The loss of life 
was small in proportion to the damage done 
tu the crops, though forty-nine people were 
drowned in the Han-yin district, forty in 
An-k‘ang, and small numbers perished in 
various other places. A list is furnished of 
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the quantity of ground under water in each 
district, the tutal aggregate representing 
several thousands of acres. The people, 
who are hard pressed for food, are being 
relieved in large numbers by the Govern- 
ment. 
5th November. 
HEAVY FLOODS IN CHEKIANG. 


Notice is taken in an Imperial Decree 
issued to-day of the heavy floods which 
have been reported to have occurred in the 
Prefectures of Hangchow, Chia-hsing, Hu- 
chow, and other places in the province of 
Chékiang. The Governor, Sung-chiin, has 
opened the public granaries for the relief 
of the distress, and has made arrangements 
for importing grain which is to be sold 
at low rates, and the Emperor authorises 
him to charge to the Government all 
payments made on behalf of the sufferers, 
and see that the people get the full 
benefit of the Imperial kindness. The 
broken dykes and embankments are to be 
immediately repaired, so that the cultivable 
land may be saved from further inunda- 
tions. 

ACCOUNTS AND EXPENDITURE OF IMPERIAL 
FACTORY AT HANGCHOW. 

Ying-jui, the outgoing Superintendent of 
the Jmperial Factory at Hangchow, submits 
a statement of the receipts and expenditure 
uf the establishment for the year ending in 
September, 1889. With the exception of 
an item of Tls. 3,477.3.3 for stuff used as 
‘presents to the Mungol Chiefs in the region 
of Kokonor, the whole outlay, represent- 
ing an expenditure of Tls. 161,399.49.93, 
was for materials supplied to the 
Imperial Household. This expenditure 
was covered by the following receipts: 
Tis. 91,161.5 7.1 from the land revenue of 
Chekiang, Tls. 57,345.1.9 from the proceeds 
of the likin tax in the province, together 
with 20,000 strings of cash from the same 
source, which exchanged for Tls. 12,921.6.4. 
Including a small balance which he received 
from his predecessor, the new Superinten- 
dent started with a credit balance of Tls. 
1,155.2.5. By a fixed rule of the depart- 
ment nine fén per tael of the materials is 
allowed for their conveyance tu Peking. 

REMITTANCES FROM FOOCHOW TO PEKING. 

The following are the contributions which 
the provinces of Fukien and Chékiang were 
required to make under directions of the 
Board for various purposes during the 
present year—Tls. 140,000 for frontier 
defence, Tls. 80,000 for defensive prepara- 
tions on the north-east, and Tls. 100,000 
from the Customs and lkin receipts for the 
Peking subsidy. Of the latter assessment 
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Tis. 20,000 have already been forwarded, 
and the Viceroy now reports the transmis- 
sion of further instalments as follows : 
Tis. 20,000 for general frontier - defence, 
Tls. 10,000 fur the same purpose on the 
Manchurian border, at.d Tls. 20,000 for 
the Peking subsidy, which amounts have 
all been shipped to Peking in charge of 
officers specially deputed for the purpose. 
6th November. 


DEGRADATION OF CH‘UNG-WEN. 

A Decree in this day’s Gazette orders the 
degradation of Ch‘ung-wén, the Supervisor 
of Instruction, who recently denounced the 
Grand Secretary, Chang Chih-wan. 


7th November. 


FLOODS IN CHEKIANG. 

A Decree—During the Autumn of the 
present year very heavy atid continuous 
rain fell for several weeks in Chékiang, 
causing great inundations and distress in 
the Prefectures of Hangchow, Chia-hsing, 
Hu-chou, Ningpo, Shav-hsing, T‘ai-chou, 
Chin-hua, Yeu-chou, Wénchow and other 
districts, Qn, hearing of the occurrence 
through the Governor, We issued instruc- 
tions fur the adoption of suitable measures 
of relief, and on subsequently ascertaining 
that the: distress was worst in the three 
Prefectures of Hangchow, Chia-hsing, and 
Hu-chou, We issued a second Decree 
in which Sung-chiin was authorised to 
charge to.the public account expenditure 
incurred in administering relief. Having 


regard, however, to the extent of the’ 


calamity, which affects ten prefectures and 
departments, We order that a sum of 
Tls. 50,000 be appropriated from the chest 
of the province for the alleviation of the 
misery of the people, and We have been 
honoured with the receipt of a Decree from 
the Empress Dowager in which Her Majesty 
shows her deep anxiety for the people of 
Chékiang in this unusual crisis by contribu- 
ting for their benefit a sum of Tls. 50,000 
out of her own private savings. Let the 
Governor respond to the earnest desire of 
the Court and take every precaution for 
ensuring that the bounty shall reach the 
people through the agency of honesty dis- 
tributors. The district officers are to sub- 
mit reports upon the nature of the distress 
in their respective jurisdictions, which 
shall form the basis for deciding upon 
remissions or abatements of the land-tax. 
A Censor has represented to Us that large 
supplies of grain are stored up in the Pre- 
fectures of Ningpo and Shao-hsing, and 
We hereby authorise Sung-chiin to draw 
upon the public granaries for relief pur- 
puses, both in these districts and in any 
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others where grain is found to be stored in 
sufticient quantity. 
FLOODS IN KIANGSU. 


A second Decree in the same Gazette 
alludes to the disastrous floods which have 
occurred in Soochow, Sungkiang, Ch‘ang 
Chou, Chinkiang, T‘ai-tsang and other pre- 
fectures and departments in the province 
of Kiangsu. The waters poured down from 
the western portion of Chékiang and the 
South of Anhui, the lakes and rivers 
overflowed and laid a vast extent of country 
under water, destroying the crops and 
causing a sudden rise in the price of food 
which has resulted in widespread distress. 
To meet the emergency Tis. 50,000 have 
been allotted from the Treasury of the pro- 
vince, and as in the case of Chékiang, the 
Empress has contributed Tls. 50,000 out of 
her own purse, the distribution of which is 
to be entrusted to agents selected by the 
Governor. 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE CITY OF TARBAGATAIL, 


The Lieutenant-General of Ili submits an 
estimate of the expenditure required for 
building the town of Tarbagatai, the con- 
struction of which was sanctioned by an 
Edict issued towards the end of last year. 
The new town is to be nearly two miles in 
circumference, surrounded by a wall 22 
Chinese feet high and 32 feet broad at 
the base. The cost is calculated to amount 
to Tls. 180,000. One thousand ‘‘com- 
pounds,” consisting of three chien and cost- 
ing each Tis. 106, are to be constructed as 
quarters for the Manchu garrison. This 
will entail an expenditure of Tls. 106,000, 
and there will be a further outlay of Tis. 
94,000 on public offices, temples, and 
granaries, making an aggregate of about 
Tls. 380,000. In explanation of these 
figures, which he fears may be regarded as 
excessive, the General states that all the 
workmen and materials have to be brought 
from a great distance and that arrange- 
ments have to be made at great expense to 
burn the bricks and procure the stones in 
the neighbourhood. Work was begun early 
in the present year, and an outlay of Tls. 
130,000 has already been incurred. He 
asks for a refund of this amount and re- 


‘quests to be supplied with a further sum of 


Ts. 250,000 to enable him to complete the 
undertaking before the beginning of win- 
ter.—Referred to the consideration of the 
Board. 
SUPPLY OF HORSES FROM ILI FOR THE USE 
OF THE EMPEROR. — 

By an old established custom the Milit- 
ary Governor of Ili, the Assistant Governor, 
and the Commandant of the Forces are all 
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required to send a certain number of horses 
yearly to Peking to be trained and bruken 
in by the Imperial Princes for the use of the 
Emperor. Sé-léng-o, the Governor, recently 
sent eight animals, and the Imperial Stud 
Department wrote to the other two officials 
asking to be informed why they and their 
predecessors had discontinued the custom. 
The reply which is now published assigns 
as a reason for the interruption of the 
practice the disturbed state of the country 
during the Mohammedan rebellion and the 
consequent difficulty which has since been 
experienced in procuring suitable animals. 
It is asked that the practice should not be 
revived for another two years. 
8th November, 1889. 

RETIREMENT OF THE GOVERNOR OF SHANSI. 

Wei Jung-kuang, who was recently trans- 
ferred from Chékiang to the Governorship 
of Shansi, has been permitted to retire 


from the public service on ground of ill- 
health. 


TRAM-WAY LINE RECENTLY USED AT YELLOW 
RIVER WORKS IN HONAN REMOVED TO 
SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Honan reports that, in 
accordance with a telegraphic application 
which he received from the Governor of 
Shantung, he has taken steps for sending 
to the latter province the tramway line 
which was recently used with such signal 
success for conveying the earth and materi- 
als required for the repair of the breach at 
Chéng Chou. The iron rails, waggons and 
other appliances have all been packed in 
cases and started by boat on the 25th 
September, under charge of Li Chéng-jung. 
the former acting Taotai of the K‘ai Kuei 
Circuit. : 

ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCE TO THE TROOPS 
AT PEKING. 

All the soldiers of the eight banners and 
of the ordinary army in the capital are to 
receive one-half month’s additional pay to 
help them to get through the winter: 
Gioros and other members of the Imperial 
lineage receive a similar donation of a 
month’s pay, while widows and orphans 
belonging to the latter class are to draw a 
month and a half’s extra rations to enable 
them to tide over the cold weather. 

FLOODS IN HONAN. 
Towards the end of July last some dykes 
erected by the people in the Ch‘ang-yiian 
* district of Chihli as a protection against the 
Yellow River were swept away by the con- 
tinuous rains, and the water from the 
River overflowed the adjacent parts of 
Honan, more especially the country in the 
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neighbourhood of Lao-an, twenty-six vil- 
lages, which were inundated to a depth of 
three or four feet. Fortunately, no lives 
were lost, as the people found refuge on 
the tops of the houses, but the destruction 
of the crops caused great destitution, which 
the resources at the disposal of the local 
Magistrate were inadequate to meet. The 
Governor caused a thousand taels to be 
sent from the provincial treasury for the 
relief of the distress. As the country is 
still under water, there is no prospect of 
being able to restore the embankments in 
time to allow of next year’s crops being 
sown. 
9th November. 
REGULATIONS FOR DETECTIVE POLICE. 


An Imperial Decree dwells upon a repre- 
sentation which has been made to the 
Emperor to the effect that the police fre- 
quently accept bribes from robbers instead’ 
of arresting them, and the local authorities 
avoid holding enquiries into cases of steal- 
ing which are reported to them, or else 
report robberies with violence as being 
merely ordinary thefts. Toput an end to this 
discreditable state of affairs, His Majesty: 
desires the high provincial authorities to 
draw up regulations for the guidance of the 
local officials in such matters. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Yii-shan is appointed Governor of Shansi, 
and is succeeded as Grand Treasurer in that 
province by K‘uei-shun. 


ABBREVIATIONS FORBIDDEN IN MEMORIALS, 


The Emperor refers to a Decree. issued 
two years ago, whereby officers drawing up 
memorials to the Throne were forbidden to 
abbreviate names of places by writing only 
a portion of compound words, as Tung for 
Kuangtung and Ning for Chiangning. In 
spite of his orders the habit has beer 
re-commenced. He therefore desires that 
it may be permanently discontinued. 


CHANG CHIH-TUNG BLAMED FOR NOT 
CONSULTING ADMIRALTY, 


Orders were issued some time ago to the 
effect that any provincial government con- 
templating the construction of new forts or 
the purchase of guns, must consult the 
Board of Admiralty and obtain the consent 
of that body before taking definite action. 
While calling attention to this regulation, 
an Imperial Decree notices that Chan 
Chih-tung has just reported the building 
and arming of some forts at Kiungchow 
and Pakhoi. It is true that he touched 
lightly on the matter in a memorial pre- 
sented long ago concerning his tour of 
inspection on the coast. But he has since 
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carried out his scheme at a great cost, 
without informing the Admiralty Board of 
the number of forts and guns, and without 
the permission of the Emperor being ob- 
tained. The Grand Council is therefore 
instructed to inform Chang Chih-tung that 
he is reprimanded, and the Bvard of 
Admiralty is desired to report upon his 
memorial. 
FLOODS IN HUPEH. 


An Imperial Decree notices a memorial 
from Yii-lu reporting severe floods in Hu- 
peh. . After the ordinary summer and 
autumn freshets, continuous rains in the 
months of September and October caused 
the water to rise steadily. Most of the 
low-lying lands were flooded throughout 
Wuch‘ang, Hanyang, Huangchow, An- 
lu, T‘e-an, and Chingchow, while the 
remoter prefectures of Hsiangyang, Yun- 
yang, Ichang, and Shihnan also suffered 
considerably. To alleviate the distress 
caused by the inundations the Governor- 
General is authorised to expend Ts. 
100,000 from the provincial treasury, and 
to report again if further funds are found 
to be necessary. , 

HEIGHT OF WATER IN HUNG-TS‘E LAKE. 

The heavy rains which have fallen this 
autumn in the neighbourhood of the Yang- 
tze do not appear to have reached to the 
valley of the Huai River just to the north 
of it. According to the report of the 
Director-General of the Grand Canal, be- 
fore September the height of the water 
diminished a little in the Hung-tse Lake, 
the Canal, and the adjacent rivers, and 
during the course of that month, it fell from 
three to ten feet in different localities. 


10th November. 


MARKET AND WEATHER REPORTS TO THE 
EMPEROR. 


An Imperial Decree mentions the fact 
that every Governor-General or Governor 
is required to send to the Emperor a 
monthly report concerning the state of the 
weather and the prices of grain in the pro- 
vince under his jurisdiction. His Majesty 
always studies these returns most carefully 
on account of the light which they throw 

_ upon the financial condition of the country. 
Sometimes, however, they are not de- 
spatched so soon as they ought to be. Thus 
the report from Chihli for June only arrived 
in October, at the same time as that from 
distant Turkestan ; and the one for July 
has only just been received. Again, last 
year the Governor-General of Chili furnish- 
ed one report for June and July together, 
despatching it in the month of November. 


Google 








In future each high officer must be care- 
ful to make out a return for every month 
separately, and despatch it in the early 
part of the month following. 


ROBBERY ON BOARD A BOAT. 

In the middle of the winter before last a 
boat owner at Shan Chou in Shensi con- 
tracted to convey a cargo of tobacco from 
the neighbourhood of that town to Lao-ho- 
k‘ou in Hupeh. As he found himself de- 
tained by important business, he engaged 
three men to take his buat and go instead. 
Just before they started, there arrived at 
the place a Captain Kuo Yung-ho, who was 
going home from Kansu to Hunan on sick 
leave. This gentlemen took a passage in 
the boat for himself and his baggage. The 
latter contained, besides his owu property, 
some clothing, money, and opium which 
he had been asked to carry with him for 
some friends. The boat started on its voy- 
age, and one evening soon afterwards an- 
chored at nightfall in a certain place. 
Captain Kuo Yung-ho who was ill, was 
lying down in the mid-ship cabin, while 
the three boatmen were sitting together 
talking in the forward one. After talkin; 
of their poverty, one of them propose 
that they should rob the passanger, whose 
luggage, to judge by its weight, ought to 
be valuable. All having agreed, they crept 
into the compartment at midnight, two 
carrying cords and the third a bag. By 
threatening him with death they terri- 
fied their victim into silence, bound him 
and heaped tobacco chests on him to keep 
him from moving. The robbers burst open 
his boxes and took out a quantity of silver, 
opium, and valuable clothing, all which 
they placed in the bag. They then left the 
boat and on arriving at a quiet place divided 
the booty. The silver and opium each 
amounted to about three hundred taels. 
Next morning the passenger managed to 
free himself by biting the cords which 
bound him, and going on shore he hired 
some men to take the boat back to the 
place from whence it had started. He 
immediately made a reclamation against 
the boat owner, who went off with the 
police hoping to find the men in their 
homes, two of which were in Honan and 
one in Hupeh. This attempt failed, but by. 
their effurts one of the robbers was after- 
wards discovered and arrested. Sixty taels 
of silver and two fur robes were found in 
his possession and were handed back by 
the authorities to Captain Kuo Yung-ho. 
The latter soon afterwards died of disease 
in his lodgings at Shan Chou. The pri- 
soner has been sentenced by the Governor 
to immediate decapitation. The owner of 
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the boat was proved to have been in no 
way implicated in the robbery, but still he 
was blameworthy, because he had caused 
its commission to be possible by employing 
the men to work his boat. It is proposed, 
however, to pardon him on account of the 
activity he displayed in searching after the 
men -and their plunder.—Referred to the 
Board of Pinishments for a report without 
delay. 

; 11th November. 

PECULATION IN MANCHURIA. 


There being cause for dissatisfaction with 
regard: to the military settlements and 
_ Customs stations in Kirin, the Emperor 
ordered Ch‘ang-shuu: to hold an enquiry 
concerning the alleged wrong-doings. In 
consequence of the report since made hy 
that officer, His Majesty orders a Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel to be degraded two steps and 
certain other officials to be cashiered en- 
tirely. 

T‘UNG-CHUW SOUP KITCHENS. 
His Majesty grants eight hundred piculs 


of small millet to the soup kitchens at | 


T‘ung-chow, fur the sustenance of the local 
poor and the persons who flock there from 
other places during the winter. 

SILKS FOR EMPEROR'S WEDDING. | 


The Superintendeut of the Imperial 
Factory at Suochuw sends in a statement 
of the cost incurred in executing an order 
for the marriage of the Emperor. Hang- 
ings and ornaments for the state chair of 
the Enipress and those of two attendant 
ladies .of the fourth rank came tc Tls. 3,289 ; 
*11,300 pieces of flowered silk, Tls. 47,495 ; 
1,326 pieces of satin and other kinds of silk 
materials, Tls 22,255. Court uniforms for 
officials and perfurmers belonging to the 
Board of Music, Tls. 7,317. The above 
sums include labour and materials together, 
and with a small additional expenditure 
for labour, come to Tis. 80,472 which is 
Tis. 442 below:the vriginal estimate 


12th November. 


MEMORIALS FROM PROVINCIAL TREASURERS 
AND CHIEF JUSTICES. 

The Emperor calls attention to certain 
Decrees issued during the last century at 
various periods in the reign of the Emperor 
Chien Lung, enforcing upon the Provincial 
Treasurers and Chief Justices the necessity 
of presenting memorials under particular 
circumstances. Those officérs were de- 
scribed as the coadjutors of the Governor- 
Generals and Governors, and if any matter 
of administration appeared to them un- 
satisfactory, it was their duty in the first 
instance to bring it to the notice of the 
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latter. In the case of serious misconduct 
on the part of their chiefs, they were 
bound to make a direct representation 
to the Throne. Nevertheless, says His 
Majesty, for many years past the Trea- 
surers and Justices have quite given up the 
practice of sending in memorials. With the 
exception of their formal reports returning 
thanks for appointments or announcing 
their taking over or giving up. charge, 
they never address the Throne at all. His 
Majesty, however, looks to them for 
intelligence to aid him in the multitudinous 
duties of ruling the empire. They must 
not fail to give him information by means 
of private memorials, if they see their chiefs 
displaying faults of character or temper to 
the detriment of the good government of 
the country, or again if they find them 
either refusing to carry out necessary mea- 
sures, or insisting against remonstrance in 
But at the 
same time they are warned against making 
these instructions an excuse for harassing 
their superiors by vexatious accusations 
from underhand motives. 


REPAIRS TO MANCHURIAN TOMBS. 


A report is sent in to the Emperor giving 
an account of the expenditure of Tls. 8,900 
for certain repairs at the Imperial Tombs 
in Manchuria, which are known by the 
name of the Yung Ling. 


FAILURE TO REPORT RETURN TO PEKING. 
The officer who has recently performed 


the duties of Grand Examiner in Shantung 


is declared by an Imperial Decree to have 
come back to Peking later than he should 
have done after the conclusion of his task, 
and to have. committed a further offence 
by not presenting himself at the palace on 
the day of his arrival to report his return. 
The Board concerned is instructed to de- 
termine what is the proper penalty to 
be inflicted upon him. ‘ 


18th November. 

ADDITION TO.FOOCHOW EXAMINATION HALL. 

The Governor-General at Foochow re- 
ports that the Examination Hall in that 
city contained formerly nine thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-one cells, of which 
about four hundred were required for the 
use of the soldiers and official attendants, 
Of late years literature has flourished, and 
the number of candidates has iticreased. 
At last year’s examination, indeed, it 
was found necessary to make temporary 
wooden structures to the extent of over 
a thousand cells. When the special exami- 
nation was announced for this year with 
an extra number of degrees to be granted, 
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. the. memorialist foresaw that the candi- 
dates would be more numerous than ever. 
While the matter was under his con- 
sideration, a representation was addressed 
to him by several gentlemen living in 
the city. A consultation took place, and 
in pursuance of the arrangements then 
made, some adjoining ground was purchased 
and added to the existing enclusure. This 
allowed eleven hundred more cells to be 
built. The work was completed before the 
month of August, the total expenditure, 
the cost of the ground included, amounting 
to Tls. 30,800. This sum has been tem- 
porarily advanced from certain charitable 
funds and the capital of the literary college. 
But the gentry will be urged to raise the 
money by subscriptions, so that the amount 
borrowed may be replaced without any call 
being made on the public treasury. 


14th November. 
RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN CHEKIANG. 


An Imperial Decree was pubtished last 
week concerning the distress caused by 
floods in Chékiang. In this day’s Gazette 
there is a further Decree on the same 
subject, issued in reply to a memorial from 
the Governor. That officer inentions the 
distress existing among the people of Hang- 
chow, Chia-hsing, and Hu-chow, who are 
in actual want of food because their crops 
have been drowned by the inundations. 
He asks that he may be allowed to take 
‘Tis. 120,000 from the General Treasury 
and Tls. 30,000 from the salt excise, all 
which he will expend in charity during the 
winter and spring. The Emperor grants 
his request and gives instructions as to the 
way in which the work must be carried 
out. Care must be taken to find out those 
who are really destitute, relief works must 
be inaugurated, and there must be no 
waste or squandering. 


DETAILS OF MILITARY EXPENDITURE 
WANTED FROM CANTON. 

The Governor-General Chang Chih-tung 
at Canton has presented a memorial with 
reference to the sums expended by him for 
military purposes, during and since the 
war, frum the year 1883 onwards. He 
begs that he may be allowed to present 
merely a general abstract of this expendi- 
ture instead of giving complete details. 
Thc Emperor, in a long decree, says that 
he has referred the memorial to the Board 
of Revenue, aud the Board represents that 
unless the items be furnished to it, it can- 
not possibly audit the accounts properly. 
The Board some time ago addressed the 
Emperor on this very point, and every 
other province concerned has sent in com- 
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plete accounts of its recent war expendi- 
ture. Apart from the fact that the point 
has already been determined and every 
other province has complied with the 
instructions, the Emperor dues not see 
what difficulty can exist with regard to 
making out the accounts for a single 
province for such a small number of 
years. The national expenditure is a mat- 
ter of the utmost importance, and His 
Majesty is astonished that the Governor- 
General wishes tu deal with it in sucha 
rough and ready manner and with such 
disregard for established rule. But it is 
even worse when that officer says thut 
there are such mountains of papers and 
vouchers that the Presidents and Secre- 
taries of the Board cannot examine them 
themselves, but must leave them to the 
clerks, who will make them means for 
committing extortion. If anything of the 
kind really occurs, Chang Chih-tung should 
point the man out for punishment, and it 
is very wrong of him to make the quantity 
of the papers an excuse for nut presenting 
accounts. He will lose no time in furnish- 
ing the Board with clear and detailed state- 
ments of all the above-mentioned expendi- 
ture, 

PRISONERS EXECUTED FOR ATTEMPTING TO 

ESCAPE. 

The Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
states that there were nine men guilty of 
committing rubbery with violence recently 
contined in the provincial gaol at Paoting 
Fu. On the first of last month they agreed 
to attempt to escape that night; but were 
overheard by three other prisoners, who 
gave private information tu the warders. 
The latter reported the intelligence to the 
authorities, a detachment of troups were 
brought up to keep guard, and a party of 
police entered the prison. There they 
fuund the nine men, their fetters broken 
off and the.wooden bars of their cells cut 
through. When brought before the court 
and interrogated, they acknowledged that 
it was their intention to kill the warders 
and make their escape, and that they had 
only been prevented by their scheme being 
discovered. In the case of prisoners guilty 
of a crime punishable by decapitation, it is 
the law that if they break out of prison 
they shall be beheaded immediately. These 
men, though they had not left the prison, 
had gone so far as to break off their 


.fetters and cut through the bars of their 


cells, and moreover, as they freely acknow- 
ledged, had formed the intention of killing 
their warders. The Viceroy has therefore 
put the law in force and has caused them 
all to be promptly beheaded. The service 


—. 
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rendered by the three other prisoners who 
gave the infurmation will be taken into 
consideration with a view to reducing the 
sentences passed upon them.— Approved. 


15th November. 


TRAMWAY FOR THE YELLOW RIVER IN 
SHANTUNG. 


A report was recently published from. 


the Governor of Honan stating that he was 
sending to Shantung the tramway which 
had been used last year in connection with 
the repairs of the Yellow River embank- 
ment at Chéng Chou. The Governor of 
Shantung now explains that he wanted the 
railway for rebuilding the embankment at 
Chang-ch‘iu, where there was great diffi- 
culty in procuring earth because the 
ground all round was covered with water. 
The railway has arrived and the line has 
been laid. The Governor expresses him- 

‘ self as much pleased with it, and considers 
it tu be twenty times as useful as ordinary 
wheelbarrows. 


16th November. 


RECLAMATION OF ALLUVIAL LAND IN THE 
PROVINCE OF KUANGTUNG. 


One of the great administrative problems 
to which Chang Chih-tung has devoted his 
attention during his term of office.at Can- 
ton has been the registration and assess- 
ment for purpuses of revenue of foreshore 
land in the province of Kuangtung. This 
land was furmerly divided into two classes, 
reclaimed and unreclaimed, the former of 
which paid taxes in rice and money on 
the same scale as superior land in the 
P‘an-yii district, while the latter being 
poor soil impregnated with a deposit of 
salt was subject to only a payment of our 
cash or su per mow. Buth kinds of ground 
were held under documents issued as proof 
of ownership either by the Financial Com- 
missioner of the province or the magistrate 
of the district. Two or three years ago 
the Viceroy proposed that these instruments 
should all be recalled, that the unrecluimed 
land should be measured and assessed 
according to quality, and that titles of 
ownership should be issued by the Board of 
Revenue to replace the uld documents. For 
pene of assessment the land was to 

divided iuto three clusses—superier, 
medium, and inferior soil. The Board 
acceded to the proposal and forwarded 
10,000 title deeds tv Canton to facilitate its 
being carried into effect. On their arrival, 
however, it was found that they had been 
made out only fur the two first kinds of 
svil and were not applicable to the case of 
inferior ground. This the Viceroy con- 
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siders to have been a grave mistake, as it is 
with regard to the ownership of the poorer 
class of beach land that disputes are most 
likely to arise. Besides, great pains have 
been taken to ascertain the measurement 
and the names of the holders of this 
class of property, all of which will be so . 
much labour wasted if it is not now placed 
under a secure form oftenure. To remedy 
the mistake the Viceroy has taken the 
responsibility af altering a portion of the 
documents in such a way as to make them 
applicable to the lower class of soil which, 
if it has been reclaimed, is to be made 
liable to the payment of land tax aftera 
limit of five years. The alluvial flats in 
the Hsin-an district are soaked with brack- 
ish water and are very inferior in quality 
to the corresponding class of svil in 
Hsiang-shan, Tung-wan and other districts. 


. That, however, no exception may be 


made, they will be included in the present 
scheme for the issue of Government title- 
deeds but under more liberal terms than 


.have been granted elsewhere. 


17th November. 
GRAIN RIOTS IN FUKIEN. 


According to the Viceroy at Foochow, 
the Prefecture of Chien-ning in the pro- 
vince of Fukien enjoys an unenviable no- 
toriety for the turbulent and unruly cha- 
racter of its inhabitants. Anything is suffi- 
cient excuse for a pupular outbreak, and 
when a rise takes place in the price of grain, 
either from lack of rain or other causes, 
the worst classes in the community organise 
riots, plunder the wealthier households 
and extend their depredations even to the 
Government offices. In June last there 
was a long spell of dry weather throughout 
the prefecture, which raised the price of 


-grain from two to three taels per picul. 


The authorities were taking, steps for 
facilitating the introduction of grain from 
other parts when suddenly a disturbance 
occurred on the 3rd of July. A crowd of 
ruffians assembled to the beating of gongs 
and drums, compelled the shops to close, 
and then made their way into the Prefect’s 
office where they behaved in a most outra- 
geous manner. The Prefect suspended a 
tablet containing a proclamation announ- 
cing a reduction in the price of grain, but the 
tablet was smashed to pieces by the mob, and 
the Prefect himself who went out to reason 
with them was very roughly handled, re- 
ceiving amongst other injuries a blow from 
a stone on the eyelid from which blood 
flowed copiously. The riot was only finally 
quelled by calling out all the available 
troops. A somewhat similar disturbance 
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followed a day or two later in the P‘u- 
ch‘éng district. Several hundred of armed 
men, making the high price of grain 
the pretext for their conduct, started by 
plundering the’ shops and destroying the 
rice mills in the country and then came 
in a body into the town, where they made 
their way into the Magistrate’s oftices 
and destroyed nearly everything it con- 
tained. The Magistrate himself they drag- 
ged out by the queue and were proceed- 
ing to violence when his servants came 
to the rescue and succeeded in effecting his 
removal. The inner apartments and library 
were theninvaded by the mob, who smashed 
and destroyed everything they could lay 
hands upon. General Wang, who had just 
completed the suppression of the riot caused 
by the Kiangsi boatmen in Shun-ch‘ang, 
was ordered to proceed ‘with all haste to 
the assistance of the authorities in Chien- 
ning, while a detachment of soldiers was 
sent for a similar purpose to the P‘u- 
ch‘éng district. Eight of the rioters in 
the latter place were arrested and three 


of them who admitted that they had taken’ 


a leading part in the movement were de- 
capitated immediately after sentence had 
been passed upon them. The other five 
asserted that they had been forced to join 
the mob against their will; and a further 
investigation is to be held to verify the 
correctness of this statement. In submit- 
ting his report on the subject the Viceroy 
animadverts severely upon the dilatoriness 
shown by the military authorities in coming 
to the aid of the Prefect of Chien-ning 
Fu, and enumerates a list of officers whom 
he considers deserving of punishment for 
having by their remissness allowed an 
official of such high standing to be exposed 


to the attack of an infuriated mob of his 


own people. 
: 18th November. 
FLOODS IN CHEKIANG. 

The heavy rains which inundated towards 
the end of August a portion of the province 
of Chékiang formed the subject of a recent 
report. from the. (fovernor, who now 
announces that the deluge continued almost 
without interruption through the month of 
September and even far into October. 
Sometimes it was a mere drizzle, sometimes 
a regular duwnpour, but for more than a 
month there was not adryday. Thethree 
Prefectures of Hangchow, Chia-hsing and 
Hu-chou have suffered inmost severely. 
The cotton and other crops are all 
under water and completely spoiled, 
while the dykes and embankments have 
been swept away by the floods. The 
people, deprived of all pruspect of a har- 
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vest, are reduced to a perfectly helpless 
condition. They have come in hundreds 
and thousands tu the provincial capital to 
implore assistance and have been advised 
to return quietly to their homes aud there 
await the adoption of measures for their 
relief, 
afflicted districts is rice, there is very little 
prospect of being able to forward the grain 
tribute in full this year and it is still im- 
pussible to say what proportion of it is 
likely to be collected. All agree in saying 
that no such calamity has befallen the 
province during the last thirty years, 
For several years past the crops have 
been of barely an average quality, and 
although the silk production was good 
this year, still the people are not in a 
position to face the entire loss of the 
autumn harvest. The Governor considers 
his inability to provide fur the revenues of 
the State on the one hand and cunsult the 
well-being of the people on the other, to 
be evidence of inefficient administration 
the thought of which causes him the deep- 
est anxiety. Adequate measures are being 
taken for affording relief to the sufferers 
and it is asked that sanction may be given 
for charging the expenditure incurred. to 
the public d4ccount. 
19th November. 


REPAIR OF THE BREACH IN THE YELLOW 
RIVER AT CHANG CH ‘IU. 


The Emperor acknowledges the receipt 
of a memorial from the Governor of Shan- 
tung announcing the closure on the 8th 
November of the breach which occurred in 
the bank of the Yellow River at Chang- 
ch‘iu in July of this year, and confers, or 
promises to confer, rewards upon a number 
of officers who rendered effective services 
on the occasion. Li Shih-chieh is re-instated 
in his former rank as Taotai, and is to 
receive back the four steps of commutative 
rank of which he was deprived. Chang Yao 
suggested that Li Chéng-jung, a nephew of 
the Vicervy Li Hung-chang, should also be 
restored to his former position of Taotai, 
but the Emperor, having regard to the 
grave delinquency of which Li was guilty 
in connection’ with the breach at Chéng 
Chou, refuses to entertain the application 
until the breach at Hsi Chih-fang shall have 
been closed, when it will be taken into 
consideration along with that of several 
other officers who have been striving to 
redeem their past reputation. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Ching Shan, who recently retired from 

the public service, has re-entered it as 


Vice-President of the Board of Ceremonies. _ 


As the chief production of the ° 


i a Spi 


\ 


_ duct uf the Grand Secretary. 
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PUNISHMENT OF CH'UNG-WEN, THE SUPER- 
VISUR OF INSTRUCTION, WHO RECENTLY 
DENOUNCED THE GRAND SECRETARY, 
CHANG CHIH-WAN. 


The Grand Secretary, Chang Chih-wan, 
was recently made the subject of a violent 
attack by his fellow provincial, Ch‘ung- 
wén, the Supervisor of Instruction, whose 
memorial elicited an Imperial Decree 
strongly upholding the integrity and con- 
The Assist- 
ant Grand Secretary, Fu-k‘un, and P*‘an 
Tsu-yin, the President of the Board of 
Works, held an euquiry into the charges 
brought forward by Ch‘ung-wén and found 
them to be wholly without foundation. 
Chang Chih-wan did not seek to further 
his private ends by maintaining close in- 
timacy with, and showing undue attention 
to, provincial otticers visiting the metro- 
polis. True, a good number of the latter 
found quarters in a temple adjacent to 
the Grand Secretary’s residence, but this 
scarcely furnished sufficient grounds for 
charges of intimacy and intrigue. The 
Grand Secretary lives in a very humble 
abode, and had no secret guest chamber in 
his house. Any acquaintance he had with 
the priest Ching Chou was due to the fact 
that they both came from the same part of 
the country. The Court exercised the 
utmost impartiality in the selection and 
treatment of its agents, and had long had 
evidence of the Grand Secretary’s honest 
and stesdy conduct in the discharge of his 
public duties. The Board was therefore 
directed to consider what penalty should 
be imposed upon Ch‘ung-wén for what was 
considered an outrageous attack upon an 
official of such high standing. The Pre- 
sident, Lin-shu, and his colleagues, have 
now decided upon a form of pnnishment 
which seems to be out of all proportion to 
the offence committed. One statute pre- 
scribes that Censors and others who prefer 
charges, which investigation proves to be 
entirely without foundation, shall be punish- 
ed by removal to another post and depri- 
vation of one step of rank, while there is 
another provision of the law which allows 
of the dismissal of officers whe have become 
lost to all sense of duty. It is under the 
latter statute that Ch‘ung-wén has been 
cashieréd in accordance with the suggestion 
of the Board. 


20th November. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Ting T‘i-ch‘ang, son of the late Viceroy 
Ting Pao-chén, is gazetted Intendant of 
the Kung Ch‘in Chieh Circuit in Kansu. 
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THE EMPEROR ON THE CONDITION OF 
THE ARMY. 

A Decree.—Ever since the Empire was 
reduced to a state of tranquillity, there has 
been an immense expenditure incurred 
yearly in establishing armies fur defensive 
purposes in the various provinces ; and to 
create a feeling of proper spirit and enthu- 
siasi in the army, it is essential that every 
detail connected with the pay and numbers 
of the troops should be carefully checked. 
Of late, however, it has come to our know- 
ledge that abuses are of frequent occur- 
rence, that false. returns are made of the 
number and payment of the soldiers, that 
the Generals in command lead a life of 
dignified ease and comfort, that reviews 
are held very irregularly, and that, in 
fact, the whole military organisation has 
fallen into a state of disorder and 
effeteness very little short of what 
formerly prevailed in the Army of the 
Green Standard. Being deeping pained by 
this state of things, We hereby command 
sthe Manchu Geuerals-in-chief, the Vicervys 
and Governors in the several provinces to 
exercise a constant and strict surveillance 
over the troops in their respective jurisdic- 
tions, and to denounce in the strongest 
terms any abuses that they may discover. 
The Board of Wr has with Our authority 
time after time called for returns of the 
various military stations, of the names and 
ranks of the commanders and of the number 
of the troops, regular and irregular, but 
these orders have hitherto been entirely 
disregarded by the authorities to whom they 
were addressed and nota report of the kind 
has been received. We command that with- 
in two months from the date of the receipt 
of this Decree, full lists of the above parti- 
culars he forwarded to Us, and We 
further order that all changes—in the 
personnel of the commanding officers, or in 
the places at which the truops are stationed, 
—be reported from time to time for the in- 
formation of the Throne. Let this Decree 
be widely promulgated. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES AT CHAO-CH‘ING IN SHAN- 
TUNG. . 

Until about three years ago the Customs 
duties collected at the Huang-chiang station 
in the prefecture of Chao-ch‘ing amounted 
to an annual sum of Tis. 59,130. The 
Viceroy conceived the idea of re-constitut- 
ing the office on a new system and raising 
a largely increased revenue, a portion of 
which was to be specially applied towards 


. the purchase of foreign armainents. During 


the first year in which the new rules were 
in force, the receipts rose to Tls. 110,324, 
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leaving a margin of over Tis. 50,000 for 
the object which the Viceroy had in view. 
This result was not, however, considered 
completely aatisfactory, and lest the officer 
in charge should slacken in his efforts he 
was reminded that a better account was 
expected in the following year. The 
Viceroy now reports that his auticipations 
of the revenue which the statiun was 
capable of yielding have been fully realised 
by last year’s returns, which leave him a 
surplus of over .Tls. 62,000, and he sug- 
yests that the expectant Taotai in charge 
of the office should be given brevet rank 
of the second grade as a reward for his 
past activity and as a stimulus to future 
exertion 
21st November. 


OPERATIONS AGAINST BRIGANDS IN 
HEI-LUNG-CHANG. 


The Military Governor of Hei-lung-chiang 
reports that during the last three years no 
less than three hundred and fifty brigands 
were captured and beheaded in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hulan. Five hundred and 
forty banners, guns, and other articles, and 
120 horses and mules, all the property of 
the robbers, fell during the same period 
into the hands of the Imperial troops. The 
casualties among the latter numbered four- 
teen, including two or three officers of 
distinction. 


PACIFICATION OF HAINAN. 


In continuation of former reports the 
Viceroy at Canton gives an account of the 
progress which has been made within the 
last three years in effecting the subjugation 
of the Li tribes in Hainan and the measures 
he hes taken to develup the resvurces of 
the island. The Lis, he represents, have 
at last been reduced to a state of quiet, and 
to ensure their remaining under proper 
control, eight stations have been established 
in different parts of their coantry, with 
garrisons of @ score to a hundred soldiers 
each. At various points on the border- 
lund between the Chinese and savage terri- 
tory market places have been opened and 

a gradually increasing exchange of com- 
imiedities is taking place. Considerable 
advance has been made in tree felling, 
mining enterprise, and land reclamation. 
In Ling-shui, Wan Chou, and Ai Chou 
over 100,000 trees have already been felled, 
and merchants with capital are taking up 
the business with great activity. The 
amount of land reclaimed in the Ch‘ang- 
hua, Lin Kao and other districts represents 
several thousands of mow, while the rich 
copper mines of Ta-Yen Shan have been 
gpened at great expense by a merchant 
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named Chang T‘ing-chiin. Just as this 
pioneer was on the point of reaping the 
reward of his labours and within sight of a 
rich vein of mineral, the sides :f the mine 
caved in and entirely cl. sed up the open- 
ing. Nothing daunted by his failure, Chang 
is meditating the sinking of new shafts else- 
where. Prospecting has disclosed the pre- 
sence of lead in great abundance at a place 
called Shuang-t‘an on the confines of the 
Lé-hui and Hui-t‘ung districts, and mining 
operations have been started there. 


23rd-and 24th November. 


PROPOSED TERMINATION OF A CASE WHICH 
HAS LASTED TWENTY YEARS. 

A memorial from the Governor of Shensi 
deals with a curious criminal case which 
has engaged the attention of the officials in 
that province fora very great number of 
years. 


Acccrding to a memorandum by the local. 


Chief Justice, which is embodied in the 
Governor’s memorial, in the spring of 1877 
the Chief of Police at Peking forwarded to 
the then Governor of Shensi a copy of a 
petition which had been addressed to the 
Emperor. As is the oustom in such cases, 
the Governor and Chief Justice were di- 
rected by His Majesty to give their per- 
sonal attention to the matter and report for 
his. approval the decision at which they 
arrived. The petitioner was a native of 
Han-yin, forty-two years of age. He was 
already in confinement in Shensi, and there- 
fore had sent a relative to carry his appeal 
for him to the metropolis. 

The appellant stated in his petition that 
a certain uncle of his had formerly a 
daughter of marriageable age, but not be- 
truthed to any one. His uncle’s brother- 
in-law, one Liu, often proposed to marry 
the girl to a man named Feng, son to the 
owner of the farm held by Liu; but the 
girl’s father refused his consent. In the 
summer of 1861, the girl went to stay in 
Liu’s house to help in doing some fine 
needle work ; and, while she was there, 
Liu took her and married her to the young 
man by force. The appellant’s ancle, who 
was angry at, this, went to the houses of 
Feng and Liu to remonstrate. After a 
time, as he did not come back, one of his 
sons went to look for him, ‘The people in 
each house told the enquirer that his father 
was at the other one. Time went on, 
search was made everywhere, but the 
missing man was never seen again. A 
complaint was lodged with the Magis- 
trate, but he dismissed it and beat the un- 
fortunate son who brought it. Next spring, 
a number of workmen employed by Feng 
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were cutting brushwood on a hill near his 
house, when one of them came upon a 
skeleton and some clothes in a hole under 
a rock. The appellant weut with others 
tu look at them, and immediately recognised 
the dress of the missing man, Taking with 
him the workman who had found them, he 
went immediately to the Magistrate. That 
officer’s legal clerk was a relative of Liu, 
aud in consequence of the bribes which 
passed, the subsequent proceedings were 
not property conducted. The inquest was 
put off till a dar , drizzling day. The 
Magistrate stayed in a shed and let the 
clerk manage everything. The wounds on 
the skull were not seen or not reported. 
Finally the blood test, namely, whether a 
drop of blood frum the missing man’s 
grandson wouldsoak intuthe bones, was suoc- 
cessfully tried and completely ignored. As 
the relatives would nut receive the remains, 
the Magistrate carried them to the town 
and threw them away. The workman was 
cast into prison and cruelly tortured till he 
falsely declared that he had been paid by 
the appellant to put the bones where they 
were found ; and as scon as he made this 
statement he was given money to take him- 
self off. The appellant aud various mem- 
bers of the family carried the case into all 
the higher courts of the province ; but each 
complainant in turn was sent back to the 
local Magistrate, who was ordered to re- 
investigate their charges. In his hands 
they suffered the most cruel treatment. 
They were never examined without the use 
of torture, and all sorts of illegal punish- 
ments were inflicted upon them. The ap- 
pellant’s father died of his sufferings, two 
others were half crippled fur life, and the 
appellant himself had his bones dislocated. 
Confessions were extracted from them to 
the effect that’'the missing man had gone 
away, or again that he had died at home 
and been buried; and the declarations 
which they were required to make were 
given to them ready drawn up so that they 
might learn thei by heart. Weeping they 
yielded, as they felt that such was their 
only chanee of ubtaining a hearing else- 
where. Two members of the family were 
despatched to Peking with petitions, but 
one was.never heard of again, and the 
other died on the road. In conclusion, the 
appellant asked, was it likely that a number 
of educated men, the members of a guod 
‘old family, would for a fraudulent purpose 
pass off 9 pile of old bones as the remains 
of an aged and revered relative, or would 
they have hidden such a man away, so as 
to cause many of them to lose their lives 
and the family property to be eaten up in 


Google 


167 


law expenses? And the lust man himself, 
well-to-do, and surrounded by sous and 
grandsons, would he, at his great age, have 
been willing to abscond and hide himself a 
thousand li away ? 

On receipt of the Emperor’s instructions, 
the then Chief Justice imuediately gave 
his attention to the case, All the ducu- 
nents were laid before him ; and the persons 
concerned were assembled together, except 
two who had already died. It appeared 
from the report of the Magistrate of Han- 
yin that complaints were made to him wuch 
as stated in the petition of appeal. The first 
plaint as to the disappearance of the missing 
man was dismissed because of the entire ab- 
sence of proof againstany one. In the second 
case, when the tinding of the skeleton was 
reported, an inquest was held in due course. 
The day was clear, and all formalities were 
properly obsetved. The rock at whose foot 
the bones lay was two li distant from Feng’s 
house and one li from Liu’s, and with no 
dwellings near. The bones, seventy-five in 
bumber, were too much decayed for any 
one to tell to what parts they bolonged. 
All the flesh and hair had disappeared, 
which, as they were lying in a cool, shady 
place, would have been impossible, if they 
had belonged to a man who had been miss- 
ing so short a time. Moreover, asa public 
read ran close by, a decaying bedy could 
hardly have failed to be discovered by its 
odour. Again, the bones were lying on 
fallen leaves which had not yet rotted, and 
the clothes with them were not mouldy or 
discoloured. The blood test was tried for 
an hour and failed utterly. “Altogether 
it was unquestionable that a fraud had 
been committed. The Magistrate there- 
fore ordered the. workman and the appellant 
to be taken into the town; but the latter 
stopped by the way for a natural purpose 
aud su slipped off. The appellant, who 
commenced proceedings in a higher court, 
was afterwards sent to the Magistrate. 
When examined he confessed that he had 
induced the workman to place the bones 
where they were found, and the missing 
man had really gone off, at the instigation 
of another relative, to the ancient huime of 
the family in Hunan. As the Magistrate 
could not find this relative, nor could he 
discover the missing man, for whom he 
had sent a messenger to Hunan, he pro- 
posed to close the case by sentencing the 
appellant to transportation for bringing 
a false charge, and to punish the workman 
more lightly as an accessory. But aa 
further appeared from the records, the 
higher authorities considered that there 
could be no satisfactory termination till the 
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missing man was found. They therefore 
remitted the case to the Magistrate again, 
and wrote to the Hunan Government to 
make enquiries there. 

The Chief Justice then proceeded to 
exaniine the witnesses. 
brother-in-law, Liu, deposed that the girl 
was betrothed to Feng’s son as long ago as 
1848. After her mother, deponent’s sister, 
died, her father wished to break off the 
match because the young man was poor and 
unsteady, but deponent and a brother of 
the father considered that such an act was 
unbecoming to a family of scholars and 
gentlemen, and therefore refused tv consent 
toit. At length, in 1869, when the girl was 
thirty-six years old, the marriage took place 
without any pressure on deponent’s part. 
The girl’s father had not come next day to 

- his house; and, finally, deponent was not 
related, as alleged, to the Mayistrate’s clerk. 
The Chief Justice thereupon questioned the 
daughter herself, her husband, and the 
latter’s father, all of whom corroborated 
these statements. The legal clerk, who 
had also acted as expert at the inquest, was 
examined as to what took place there. His 
account of the proceedings completely 
tallied with the Magistrate’s report given 
above. He denied also that illegal punish- 
ments had been used. This seemed to be 
correct; for all the persons alleged to have 
been killed or crippled were either proved 
to have died at home of disease or were 
subjected to personal inspection and showed 
no marks of any such treatment. The 
next witness questiuned was the workman. 
He acknowledged that one day when 
ploughing the ground he turned up a num- 
ber of old bones; and the appellant per- 
suaded him to put them where they were 
afterwards found. He carried them there 
the same night, and the clothes were 
brought and placed with them by the ap- 
pellant. For his services he was promised 
twelve strings of cash and a sack of rice, 
but he never was paid. He denied that he 
was unlawfully punished or that his con- 
fession had been prompted by the Maygis- 
trate. The appellant was confronted with 
this witness, and boldly denied the truth 
of the man’s deposition. He acknowledged 
to having made some false statemen's, but 
persisted that the missing man had been 
put to death as alleged. 

After this the woman, her husband, and 
the legal clerk were released and allowed 
to return home. In 1878, Feng and Liu, 
the two men originally accused, both died 
of disease in the lodgings where they were 
living on bail. The case still continued to 
occupy the attention of the successive 
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Chief Justices of the province. On three 
separate occasions the appellant stated 
that the missing man had died at home, 
and had been buried by the appellant and 
a certain other relative. Every time, how- 
ever, he described the grave as being in a 
different spot. Once it was in a grave be- 
hind his house, once in the house itself, 
once in a place five liaway. After each 
statement a search was made in the spot 
indicated, but it always failed to discover 
anything. Moreover the said relative was 
produced, and being interrogated denied 
all knowledge of anything of the kind. 

In 1886 the workman died, and an inquest 
was held on him. Soon after this a new 
Chief Justice was appointed. This officer 
was determined to find out what had be- 
come of the missing man, as therein lay 
the key to the whole difficulty. He could 
not understand that a man in a géod posi- 
tion should disappear without any of his 
neighbours or of his numerous relatives 
knowing something of the matter. By his 
orders the present Magistrate went to the 
place secretly, in plain clothes, and made 
private enquiries. But even this measure 
failed to discover any clue. The relatives 
pleaded that they had not kept up a very 
close intimacy with the missing man’s im- 
mediate family; and the people of the 
place declared that after so many years 
they really could not say whether the man 
was alive or dead. ; © 

‘Thus, nothing had been cleared up when 
the present Chief Justice succeeded ‘to 
the post. He tov endeavoured to unravel 
the mystery. An officer whom he sent 
several times to make enquiries locally, 
came back fivally satistied that the missing 
man had not been killed under the circum- 
stances alleged ; still, however, there was 
no explanation of his disappearance. The 
appellant was again exaniined and cross- 
examined ; but he shifted his statements 
continually. -He was asked why he had 
once acknowledged having made a false 
charge and then retracted his statement. 
To this question he would give no answer. 
He shut his eyes and closed Ris mouth, 
and the threat of punishment could extract 
nothing. 

In conclusion, the Chief Justices ums up 
to the effect that though the missing man 
cannot be found, still the appellant may be 
convicted of having laid a false accusation. 
As the Chief Justice shows at some length, 
many of the appellant’s statements are dis- 
proved by. other evidence, and there are 
many patent discrepancies in them as well. 
Besides, it is not reasonable to suppose that 
the missing man would have been allowed 
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by his family to go out alone for sucha 
purpose as was allowed, even if he had him- 
' self wished to do so. The most probable con- 
clusion is that he eitherdied at home, or else 
he went to some other place where he has 
passed away of oldage. Every year makes 
the production of evidence more difficult, 
and if it be necessary to wait for proof of the 
fate of the missing man, there is no hope 
that the case can ever be closed. Even if 
the man were proved to be murdered, the 
persons accused are already dead and can- 
not be punished. If the appellant be found 
guilty of false accusation, his offence is one 
that comes under the recent act of grace, 
and he can have the benefit of it and be 
discharged. If, on the other hand, the 
case be not closed, he will get no advantage 
from His Majesty’s gracious act. It is 
therefore humbly recommended that the 
case be terminated and the appellan® par- 
doned and discharged.—Referied to the 
Board of Punishments. 
25th November. 
FLOODS AND POTATO DISEASE IN SHENSI. 


A memorial from Shensi states that 
damage was caused by heavy storms last 
July and August in the Prefectures and 
Sub-prefectures of Hsian, Tenghsiang, 
Hanchung, Hsingan, Shangchou, Pinchou, 
and Fuchou. After this rain fell contin- 
ously in the month of September, and the 
fields of corn were flooded in a number 
of places. In the hilly districts of the 
Nanshan, or Southern Range, the farmers 
depend chiefly on their crops of maize and 
foreign potatoes fur subsistence. 
the continued wet the potatues have rotted 
in the ground, and the quantity harvested 
is very small. The people consequently 
are reduced to great want. Remission of 
taxation will be necessary to some extent, 
and in a smaller degree the distribution of 
relief. 

OPERATIONS AGAINST THE YAO ABORIGINES. 


The Viceroy at Canton reports that he is 
moving troops to the country of the Yao 
aborigines on the borders of Kuangtung, 
Kuangsi; “and Hunan, where there has 
been a good deal of trouble of late. ‘These 
aborigines, says the memorialist, were 
reduced to order in the year 1832; but 
during the last twenty years or so the 
more unruly among them have frequently 
broken out, fighting with each other or with 
the Chinese, and plundering their inoffen- 
sive neighbours in the surrounding country. 
The authorities of the adjacent districts have 
been afraid, and have failed tu exercise 
any authority: over them. The provincial 
government has not been informed of what 
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was going on and so has been unable to 
take the necessary measures for restoring 
order. Last spring the Lienchou authorities 
applied to the Viceroy for the aid of a milit- 
ary force. There had been a quarrel between 
certain of the Yao tribes and the Chinese 
in a frontier village. The said tribes had 
cunsequently begun to commit excesses in 
the surrounding country, and the authorities 
were unable to restrain them. The Viceroy, . 
therefore, directed the Shao Chou Taotai 
to proceed tu Lienchou with three hundred 
soldiers and settle all the outstanding 
disputes between the Yaos and the Chinese. 
The Taotai was further ordered to protect 
the innocent and punish the law-breakers of 
either party. Later the Taotai reported that 
in the records for the past fifteen years he 
found sixty-seven suits between the Yaos 
and the Chinese. In all but two of these the 
latter were the complainants. The aburi- 
gines, when offended, were in the habit of 
taking the law into their own hands and 
revenging themselves by indiscriminate 
violence. The Taotai had now summoned 
the worst of the Tao tribes to deliver up 
their principal offenders. In consequence 
of their refusal to do sv, one or two of 
their villages had been burnt and a few 
criminals killed. But the most nvutorious 
law-breakers had’ escaped, and the most 
important tribes were holding out against 
the government. The Viceroy saw the 
necessity of putting an end to these feuds 
between the Chinese and the aborigines, 
which if unchecked might be spread, and 
cause very serious trouble in the future. 
It would not dy merely to punish the 
Chinese and let the ochers escape because of 
their inaccessibility ; for the former would 
not submit tamely to such unequal treat- 
ment. It would therefore be necessary to 
reach the aborigines by the employment of 
an adequate military force. He therefore 
directed the Sub-prefect at Lienshan Tting 
to raise a force of tive hundred men locally, 
and to save time he telegraphed these in- 
structions to Yingté, the place on the line 
nearest to the Lienchou country, At the 
same Lime, as the Shao Chou Taotai had been 
compelled to go into mourning, he sent for 
an officer who had dealt very successfully 
with the aborigines in Kuangsi, and told hima 
to bring a body of a hundred soldiers with 
him. He further desired the nearest .mili- 
tary officer in Kuangsi to take upa position 
of observation upon the Yao frontier on 
that side. Thetroops will occupy certain 
strong points in the midst of the contuma- 
cious villages, and will put a stop to the 
barter which they carry on in salt, cloth, 
and timber. The Yavs will thus in a short 


time be reduced to submission and com- 
elled to surrender their criminals to 
justice. —Noted. 
26th November. 
BEWARDS FOR SERVICE AGAINST PIRATES AT 
CANTON. 

The Viceroy at Canton requests that a 
rule may be established permitting excep- 
ional, and not merely ordinary rewards, 
to be conferred on ofticers who distinguish 
themselves by capturing or killing robbers 
and pirates in the Canton province. It is 
claimed by the Board of War that this 
favour ought only to be granted for services 
rendered in military campaigns ; but any 
such limitation, so far as the Canton pro- 
vince is concerned, is considered by the 
Viceroy exceedingly detrimental to the 
public interest. ‘the memorialist asserts 
that hisgreatdifficulty indealing with pirates 
arises from their establishing themselves in 
Hongkong and Macao, where they are 
formed intoaasociations under regularchiefs. 
They collect blackmail in all unprotected 
places along the coast, and at times carry 
off wealthy persons, from whom they ex- 
tract immense sums as ransoms. Thus 
they have funds, with which they bribe 
the police, provide themselves with arma, 
and even pay compensation to the families 
of such of their crews as are killed. They 
are able to maintain a permanent organi- 
sation, and they cannot be prevented from 
obtaining arms, vessels, and supplies. The 
numerous creeks and indentations of the 
coast are the constant scene of their 
dreaded barbarity. Sailing in fleets of 
well-armed jnnks, and themselves carrying 
repeating rifles they are not afraid to 
engage in action with the Imperial forces. 
Even when the latter are victorious, many 
otticers and men are sure to be killed or 
wounded, By constant employment of the 
troops and the unsparing use of rewards 
the memorialist has put down brigandage 
and rubbery in inland districts to such a 
degree that only two or three cases are 
heard of now, where a hundred would be 
formerly. But round Canton and on the 
coast the old insecurity still prevails. The 
province had always an unfortunate reputa- 
tion with regard to piracy. Some seventy 
years ago sixteen hundred robbers or pirates 
were put to death in twelve months by the 
then. Governor-General. The regulations 
framed at that time show a state of affairs 
which would have seemed horrible in any 
other province ; but now, indeed, things 
are even yet worse. 
pirates fought with those whom they plun- 
dered, now they of en kill or inflict losses 
upon the officers and men sent against them. 
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Then they resisted the police and rescued 
their fellows ; now when robbers are cap- 
tured, their rendition is officially demanded 
by the Hongkong government.. Then it was 
considered a grave matter that an offender 
should commit these acts of piracy or be at 
large for two or three years ; now there are 
men whw have escaped justice for ten years 
and have been guilty of a hundred crimes 
or more. ‘Then indeed they did unite in 
sworn bands, but now almost all the pirates 
in Hongkong and Macao are members of 
the Triad Society, and are formed into com- 
panies, the names of several of which, toge- 
ther with their leaders, are here mentioned 
by the memorialist. Tweuty-five years 
ago the Canton Government obtained the 
Emperor’s sanction for exceptional mea- 
sures ; but the state of things is very much 
more serivus now, on account of the im- 
punity which criminals secure at Hongkong 
and Macao by bribing the police and by 
obtaining the services of lawyers, to whom 
they pay heavy fees. Returning to the 
subject of the officers employed against 
these pirates, the memorialist asserts that, 
as every one in the world knows, the fights 
which take plaee are nothing less than 
regular battles. Unless they be out-num- 
bered, the pirates fight with desperate 
courage, and there isa storm of bullets and 
cannon balls flying about. On this account 
and for various other reasons which he 
details at length, the Viceroy hopes that 
the Emperor will grant his request.— 
Referied to the Bourd. 
27th November. 
OFFICERS VONNIVING AT DIGGING FOR GOLD. 
The General at ‘Sanhsing in Kirin 
has reported to the provincial govern- 
ment that a man was recently arrested 
for unlawfully digging fur gold. On 
examination he stated that in the 
summer of last year he and four others 
went to work at the gold diggings in the 
Eastern Hills, While they were there a 
patrol came to the place, and the officer in 
command of it promised not to interfere 
with the miners if they would pay him eight 
ounces of gold dust. This amount they 
duly handed to one of the soldiers. The 
ofticer, his lieutenant, and the men impli- 
cated strenuously deny this statement ; but 
the memorialists, who appear to believe in 
the truth of it, request that they may be 
regularly placed on their trial. 
28th November. 
BODY GUARD OF YUNNAN VICEROY SENT BACK 
TO HUNAN. 
The new Viceroy proceeding to Yiinnan 
reports that he is taking with him a body- 
guard of two hundred men. As the 
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province is tranquil and the army at its full 
strength, the Emperor cannut see any need 
fur this additional force. Indeed the Yiin- 
nan authorities have just obtained per- 
mission tu reduce the strength of the army 
there by weeding out the less efficient men. 
Any accession to its numbers is therefore 
particularly unseasonable just now. The 
Viceroy is desired tv send back the said 
body-guard to Huuan without loss of time. 
29th November. 

* THE EXCESSIVE RAINS IN KIANGSU. 

The Governor of Kiangsu remarks that 
the lowness of the land in Kiaugsu renders 
it very liable to injury from an excessive 
rainfall. Things were already lo king 
serious at the end of last summer, on 
account of the amount of water coming 


‘down from Chékiang,. where vielent rain 


storms had occurred. The creeks had not 
been cleared out of late years and could 
not carry their contents to the sea with 
sufficient rapidity. From the middle of 
September onwards heavy rain fell almost 
without ceasing day and night for a whole 
month. The creeks, the’ rivers, the lakes 
were filled to overflowing with the local 
water, and the streams still kept pouring 
into them from the up-couutry districts, 
First the lower land was completely 
drowned, and then the higher ground was 
covered with water, just as the early rice 
was being cut and the later was turning 
yellow. The corn grew mouldy and sprout- 
ed; the cotton bolls rotted and fell off. 
From seven districts reports have been re- 
ceived all much tu the sani effect as what 
has been stated above. ‘The memorialist 
and his staff have humbly offered prayers 


for fine weather, and he has directed the 


people everywhere to pay attention to their 
ditches and embankments. But the water 
still comes faster than it can be carried off. 
If the wet weather continues, the danger 
will be greater than human efforts can cope 


_ with, As the memorialist writes there are 


signs of the rain’s. clearing away ; but the 
outlook is still uncertain.— Decree issued 
separutely. 

COTTON CLOTH FROM KIANGSU FOR PEKING. 


The Governor of Kiangsu has been directed 
by the Board of Revenue at Peking to 
furnish it with a large supply of cotton 
cloth. The indent consists, firstly, of 
80,000 pieces of what is called ‘‘ three 
thread” cloth and 30,000 pieces of ‘* yu- 
tun” cloth. Secondiy, every year the 
Kiangsu Government is required to supply 
5,000 pieces of ‘‘san-so” (three ehuttle) 
cloth. None of this has been sent for 
twelve years,so that 60,000 pieces are due. 
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As a first instalment 20,000 pieces of it now 
are demanded. The indent is ordered to 
to be completed this year. None of these 
cottons, says the memorialist, can be pro- 
cured anywhere one likes at any given mo- 
ment. Hach must be ordered in the district 
where it is made, and the workmen be got 
together to make it. To produce such a 
large quantity in so short a time: will not 
only be difficult but will cuuse much addi- 
tional expense. The memorialist there- 
fore begs leive to send half the amount of 
each kind this year, and the remaining half 
next year.— Appi oved. 


APPEAL TO PEKING BY AN ESCAPED PRISONER. 


An appeal case of a somewhat unusnal 
character is recorded in this day’s Gazette. 
The appellant was a native of a district 
near T‘aichoufu in Chékiang. He had laid 
a complaint against a clerk in the local 
Magistrate’s land office for unlawfully 
imprisoning and beating himself and other 
mewbers of his family. The alleged 
reason for this ill-treatment was that he 
had declined to pay certain illegal fees for 
the transfer of some land. Being dissatis- 
fied with the decisions vf the provincial 
courts, he either went, or sent a represent- 
ative to Peking and presented a petition 
to the supreme government. His petition, 
was as usual, remitted to the government 
of the province from whence he came. * 
The case was re-heard by the Governor, 
and the appellant was convicted of bringing 
a false charge. For this offence ‘he was 
provisionally sentenced to penal servitude. 
A report on the case was sent to Peking for 
the Emperor’s approval ; and in the mean- 
time, till His Majesty’s pleasure could be 
made known, the prisoner was sent back 
to his own district. He was carried thither 
in a wovden cage; but one -night, when 
the tired guards were all asleep, he broke 
out of it and escaped. Eluding pursuit, he 
made his way once more to Peking and was 
arrested there for attempting to present a 
petition to the Emperor in person. He 
was of course at once sent back to Chékiang. 
The Governor, in reporting on the case, 
quotes a law to the effect that, when an 
appeal to Peking has once been investi- 
gated, if a second appeal be presented, the 
contents of which are practically the same 
as those of the first, it sha!l be summarily 
dismissed without any further hearing. It 
remains therefore merely to deal with the 
further offence committed by the prisoner 
in escaping. For this, his original place of 
penal servitude is change tu Turkestan, 
where he will be put to hard labour, and 
for the first two years he will be chained 
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to a stone. taser ed to the Board of Pun- 


ishment. 
30th November. 


THE RELATIONS BETWEEN HIGH CIVIL 
AND MILITARY OFFICIALS. 


In.a Decree published to-day the Empe- 
ror dwells at some length upon the import- 
ance of intercourse between high civil and 
military officials being conducted upon a 
basis of proper ceremony and mutual re- 
spect. During the period of civil war which 
formerly prevailed, many common soldiers 
received high brevet rank for services in 
the field, but.as they still remained in the 
rank and file of the army they were gene- 
rally regarded as underlings by the civil 
authorities. Now that the Empire has 
been reduced tv a state of tranquillity, the 
Sovereign considers it a fitting opportunity 
for introducing proper discipline into the 
army, and removing the practices of pay- 
ing court to superiors which still exist. 
In 1726 a Decree was issued by which 
arrogance or obsequiousness in the inter- 
course between civil and military officials 
was made a punishable offence, and in 
1794 K‘ien Lung published a general 
‘order by which Viceroys and Governors 
were required to treat Generals with 
scrupulous respect, and Generals in their 
intercourse with civil officials of their 
own standing were to consider’ what 
was due to their position and avoid all 
appearance of agrovelling attitude. These 
instructions are still to form a model for 
the observance of both parties. All inter- 
course and official communications between 
military officers holding substantive ap- 
pointments and high civil functionaries are 
to conform strictly to the rules prescribed 
in the Imperial Institutes, and not the 
slightest insolence on the one side or obse- 
quiousness on the other should ever be per- 
mitted. In the case of officers holding high 
brevet rank but only minor appointments, 
the grade of the rank should be considered 
in acting upon these orders. 


SOUP KITCHENS AT TUNGCHOW.. 


The Prefect of Tungchow having reported 
to his superiors that there is likely to be 
the usual amount of distress in the town 
this winter, the latter ask that 800 piculs 
of rice should, as in former years, be 
allotted to the Prefect for distribution 
amongst the various soup kitchens in the 
neighbourhood. The fuel, wages and 
general working expenses of these establish- 
ments are defrayed by a Committee of 
gentlemen who are charged with their 
superintendence. 
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ILLNESS OF A MONGO IAN PRINCE. 


The Governor of Uliasutai andjthe Warden 
of the Marches state that they have 
received a report from Prince T‘é-ku- 
ssti-wa-ch‘i-érh, Captain General of the 
Sain-noin tribe of Mongolians, to the 
effect that Prince Ch‘é-lin-to-érh-ch ‘i, 
who has heen recently raised to the 
rank of a Ho-pei Prince, is too ill to under- 
take the duties of his new post. They 
suggest that the Prince should be granted 
two months’ leave of absence to enable 
him to recruit his health and that arrange- 
ments should be made for the temporary 
performarce of the duties of his office. 


1st December. 
FLOODS AND STORMS IN SHANSI. 

The Governor of Shansi reports that the 
province has during the present summer’ 
been visited with disastrous storms of hail 
and rain which have caused widespread 
damage and distress in twenty-one districts 
and departments. There has been little 
loss of life, but the autumn crops have 
been so completely spoiled in most parts 
as to preclude all hope of a harvest. Grain 
is being distributed to the sufferers from 
the local granaries, and other measures 
have been taken of an alleviating nature. 


FLOODS IN CHEKIANG. 

In continuation of former reports on the 
heavy floods in Chékiang, the Governor 
states that petitions for relief are pouring 
in from all the districts in the three Pre- 
fectures of Hangchow, Chiahsing and Hu- 
chow. The wording of these documents 
and the number of people who make per- 
sonal application for assistance show the 
intense degree of suffering that prevails, 
and the memorialist himself has been deep- 
ly affected by what has come under his 
own eyes. Seven years ago, when a some- 
what similar calamity befell the province, 
the then Governor, Liu Ping-chang, dis- 
tributed forty-seven thousand piculs of . 
government rice amongst the sufferers and 
obtained permission to spend Tis. 100,000 
in replacing it in the public granaries. 
Only a portion of this sum was actually 
employed in the purchase of rice, and it 
is now requested that the balance should 
be spent in procuring food stuffs from the 
adjoining provinces. This will be barely 
sufficient to tide over the crisis for the 
moment, and there remains the long period 
of distress which will intervene before next 
year’s harvest. A strong committee com- 
posed of gentry and prominent officials has 
been formed to consider the best way of 
affording assistance, whether by distribution 
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of money or by relief works, and to deal 
with the whole question in a suitable and 
exhaustive manner. A grant of Tis. 120,000 
from the miscellaneous receipts of the pro- 
vincial treasury and a further sum of Ts. 
30,000 from the Salt Commissioner’s Oftice 
have been made to certain charitable insti- 
tutions in Hangchow to be applied to relief 
purposes next Spring, and should the above 
prove insutticient, supplementary allow- 
auces will be made. 


2nd December. 


TONNAGE DUES ON NATIVE BOATS AT 
WUCH ‘ANG FU. 

The Customs station at Wuch ‘ang for the 
levy of tonnage dues on junks was originally 
assessed to yield an annual revenue of 
Tls. 33,000, to which was subsequently 
added a supplementary estimate of Tls. 
12,000,. making a total of Tis. 45,000. The 
station was clused during the rebellion, and 
on its being re-opened in 1865, permissiun 
was granted to the authorities to disregard 
the old assessment and simply make a 
return of whatever duties they received. 
As recently as 1884 the annual revenue 
amounted to only Tis. 18,000. In 1886 
the Board made inquiries respecting the 
want of elasticity in the receipts, and 
a new Prefect named Li Yu-fén was 
installed at Wuch‘ang, who has succeeded 
in raising a much larger revenue than any of 
his predecessors, as will be seen from the 
following figures. In 1885 the receipts 
amounted to Tls. 30,298, in 1886 they 
rose to Ts. 40,909, in 1887 they were Ts. 
41,490 and last year they again rose to Tls. 
45,728, which shows a considerable margin 


“over and above the original assessment. 


The Prefect is considered to be deserving 
of great praise for his success in resuscitat- 
ing the revenue, especially when it is re- 
membered that steamers and Ningpo lor- 
chas are daily monopolising a greater share 
of the traffic on the Yangtze. Whether, 
having regard to this fact, it will be possi- 
ble to maintain the present high standard, 
it is impossible to forecast, but it is asked 
that the Prefect’s services so far should be 
recognised by the bestowal of some fitting 
reward.—Granted and referred to the Board. 


HONOUR TO THE CHINESE CONSUL-GENERAL 
AT SINGAPORE FOR DONATION TOWARDS 
RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN HONAN. 

In a postscript memorial the Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang states that Ch‘én Chin-chung, 
an expectant Taotai and a native of the 
Hai-ch‘éng district in Fukien, who is at 
present Consul-General for China in Singa- 
pore and Siam, forwarded him some time 
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ago a subscription of Tis. 1,000 for the 
relief of the distress caused by the 
breach in the Yellow River at Chéngehou. 
The Viceroy handed over the money to Ho 
Wei-k‘ai, an expectant l'aotai charged with 
the transmission of funds to Honan, who 
forwarded it to its destination. That 
Ch‘én Chin-chung, though living abread, 
should still show his affection for his native 
land by making such a liberal dunation is, 
the Viceroy considers, pruof of loyalty and 
generosity which deserves suitable recogni- 
tion. He therefore requests that the Em- 
peror may be pleased by Imperial Decree 
to grant the donor permission.to build him- 
self an honorary: portal bearing the inscrip- 
tion, ‘* He delighted in charity and loved 
to do good.” —Rescript: Let it be as requested. 
Board of Ceremonies will take note. ° 
RECOMMENDATION FOR POST OF TAOTAI. 


Enliang, the Intendant of the Yen Chien 
Shao Circuit in Fukien, having died at 
Foochow last summer, the Vicervy recom- 
mends that the appointment should be con- 
ferred upon Hsii Chén-yo, a Prefect now 
serving in Fukien. This officer who is a 
native of Peking and the son of a former 
Governor of Chékiang, has had an official. 
career of over a quarter of a century in 
Fukien, where he has served as Prefect 
since the year 1864. 


3rd December. 
APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO ERECT 


MEMORIAL TEMPLES TO FU-HSING, FOR- 
MERLY TAKTAK GENERAL AT SUIYUAN. 


Fu-hsing, Tartar General at Suiyiian, died 
at his residence in Peking some two years 
ago, and his death elicited an Imperial De- 
cree in which his military services were fa- 
vourably reviewed and posthumous honours 
accorded to his memory. The deceased had 
served with great distinction throughout 
the early period of the Taiping rebellion, 
aud his old companion in arms, Féng Tzi- 
ts‘ai, now forwards through the Viceroy 
at Canton an application for permission to 
erect memorial temples to him in the cities 
of Kaochou and Loting, which were the 
scenes of his most glorious exploits. Féng 
Tzi-ts‘ai, who has himself now attained 
the rank of Commander-in-chief, recalls 
with great enthusiasm the coolness and 
bravery of his old chief, with whom he 
fought in a hundred battles. Starting his - 
career in 1835, the deceased served for 
several years in Chihli under the then 
Viceroy, Na-érh, and was promoted to the 
post of Brigadier General at Kaochou in 
1851. He was holding this office when the 
first symptoms of the Taiping rebellion began 
to make themselves felt under the influence 
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of Hung Hsiu-ch‘iian and Sing Shih-pa, 
who two years before had entered into a 
sworn league at Chint‘ien in Kuanysi. 
The rebels had taken up a strong position 
at Lochinghsii in the Losing department, 
froin which the Viceroy, Hsii Kuang-p‘u, 
had utterly failed to dislodge them. Fu- 
hsing was sent to try his fortune against 
them, and on his arrival immediately set 
about making his plans for effecting his 
purpose. After destroying a dozen or 
more of the enemy’s forts, he made a 
desperate charge at the head of his men, 
and though struck senseless to the ground 
by a stune, remouuted his horse and com- 
pletely routed the rebel forces. For this 
exploit he received the Baturu distinction, 
and very shortly afterwards he was raised to 
the post of Commander-in-Chief in Kuang- 
si. He subsequently took part with Tséng 
Kuo-fan in the campaign in Kiangsi, raised 
the siege of Chinkiang in 1856, and after 
being severely wounded, was summoned 
for duty to Peking where in 1862 he was 
placed in command of the Peking Field 
Force, then just organised. Some years 
later he and the Graiid Secretary, Wén- 
hsiang, took two thousand picked men of 
this force to Manchuria and conducted a 
series of completely successful operations 
against the mounted brigands. Fu-hsing 
was left some time longer at Moukden 
as Tartar General to complete the 
repression of brigandage. The last few 
years of his life were spent in bad 
health at Peking, where he died a com- 
Poe poor man. 
uangtung have been long anxious to re- 
cord their gratitude for his services during 
the rebellion in some enduring form, and 
the most fitting way of giving effect to 
their wishes is to allow them to 
memorial temples in the cities which were 
saved by his efforts from the fury of the 
rebels.—Granted by Resc: ipt. 


4th and 5th December. 
No papers of interest. 


6th December. 


RECRUITING TROOPS FOR GARRISON DUTY 
IN TIBET. 


The troops doing garrison duty at the 
various stations in Tibet, the Resident 
Shéng-t‘ai states, were in former times 
recruited for the most part in the country 
itself. In 1875, however, the then Assistant 
Resident Hsi-k‘ai reported that the num- 
ber of troops recently enlisted was far too 
large and received permission to discon- 
tinue recruiting in Tibet and to draw 
his supply of men exclusively from China, 
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in order to put a stop to the practice of 
disclosing othcial secrets to which the 
native troops were addicted. Interpreters 
and translators were the only class that 
was to continue to be procured in Tibet. 
The resident finds that the troops drafted 
in recent years from China for service in 
Tibet, although containing a certain pro- 
portion of strong and serviceable men, have 
not unfrequently been largely composed of 
soldiers who have either committed some 
offence or have earned the contempt of 
their commanding ofticers by their reckless 
disregard of regimental duty. Fiequenutly 
they spend mouths and even years on the 
journey, and when they do arrive, they 
often turn out to be men who have returned 
under assumed names after having been 
previously sent back to China. As a rule, 
they are a depraved, enfeebled and un- 
scrupulous body of soldiers, with but a very 
small admixture of honest or relisble men 
amongst them. On his arrival last year 
in Tibet the memorialist noticed that in 
Tibet itself as well as at the various stations 
en route from Szechuan there was a popu- 
lation of sturdy and -intelligent Chinese 
who were versed in the language, and who, 
having been born in the country, were 
well qualitied to stand the trials and pri- 
vations of a military career. It occurred to 
him that if proper use could be made of 
these men, they would be far more service- 
able than the soldiers introduced from 
China. Owing to the very pressing require- 
ments in connection with frontier questions 
during last autumn and the present spring, 
which rendered it imperative that the full 
complement of soldiers should be enlisted, 


the memorialist decided to engage the‘ 


services of several tens of these men, all 
of whom showed great courage and energy 
in the discharge of their duties. This step 
involved a slight departure from the esta- 
blished practice, but having regard to the 
present necessity for men consequent upon 
frontier matters, it is necessary to adopt 
some modification of the existing system, 
and it is therefore proposed that in future 
the Commissaries at the various stations 
should be empowered to select reliable 
and steady men from the Chinese popula- 
tion in their respective districts whose 
ndémes should be forwarded to the military 
authorities, to furm a supernumerary force 
from which vacancies in the garrisons 
in Tibet should be filled up from time 
to time to the extent of 30 per cent. of the 
total strength of the army in the country. 
As regards the remaining 70 per cent. 
they will be drawn, as hitherto, from the 
regiments in China, whose commanders will 
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be held responsible for sending well- 
conducted and able-bodied men fit for 
inspection and review, instead of the dis- 
abled stop-gaps hitherto received. This 
scheme, while placing a restriction upon 
the employment of Chinese in Tibet and 
maintaining the balance of Chinese in- 
fluence in the country, will prevent the 
armny from falling below the fixed numerical 
standard and so obviate any miscarriage of 
frontier questions. The views which the 
memorialist now reverently submits to the 
Imperial glance are based upon what he 
considers after an investigation of the cir- 
cumstances to be required by the exigencies 
of the case. escript—Let the Buard of 
War take note. 

RECOMMENDATIONS IN FAVOUR OF A NUMBER 
OF OFFICERS BY WANG WEN-SHAO, 
GOVERNOR OF HUNAN. 

In a manifesto recently issued by the 
Emperor, authority was given to Viceroys 
and Governors to submit recommendations 
fur the re-employment of officers whom they 
consider to have been unfairly degraded, 
those who had been removed from the 
service fur incompetency or malversation 
alone excepted. Taking advantage of this 
permission, Wang Wén-shao, before start- 
ing for his new post as Viceroy in Yiinnan, 
forwards a strony recommendation in favour 
of four otticers who served under him in 
Hunan. The first, Yau Chin-yiian, was 
formerly Lieutenant Governor at Canton, 
where he was degraded int 1883 at the 
instance of Yen Ching-ming for some 
offence which he was supposed to have 
committed years before when a Secretary 
in the Board of Revenue. Speaking from 
his own experience as a secretary iu the 
same Board where he served with Yao 
Chin-yiian, the memorialist does not he- 
sitate to assert that the faults alleged 
against the latter arose from mere jea- 
lousy on the part of his colleagues, and 
that even Yen Ching-ming himself, if he 
were questioned on the subject,-could give 
no sutticient reason for his action. The 
second ofticer to whose services and 
character the governor bears favourable 
testimony is Ch‘én Pao-chén, formerly 
Chief Justice of Chékiang, who was de- 
graded for his conduct of a case which 
cecurred when he was Intendant of the 
Hopei Circuit in Honan. Since then he 
has‘ been employed on special duty by 
a number of Vicervys all of whom have 
testified to his merits, and two years ago 
he was appointed Director of the Yellow 
River works at Chéngchou. 

Another officer whose case deserves re- 
consideration is Ch‘én-shih, formerly Chief 
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Justice of Shansi. He was degraded for 
some offence in connection with coast de- 
fence in Kiangnan, and the memorialist does 
not venture to assert that he suffered any 
wrong. His general character and his ser- 
vices throughout the Taiping rebellion are, 
however, ample proof of his courage and 
capacity, in which respect he has few equals. 

Hsii-kan, the last officer mentioned in 
the Governor’s memorial, has had an ex- 
tended career in Hunan, where he was 
formly au expectant Prefect. During the 
Governor's previous tenure of office in the 
province he had occasion to avail himself 
of Haii-kan’s services on several important 
missions and always found him possessed 
of greater tact and ability than most officers 
of his standing in the service. 


Rescript.—Let the four officers mentioned 
be presented at Court by the Board of Civil 
Office. : 
7th December. 
ABOLITION OF UNNECESSARY BOARDS. 


A Decree of the Emperor desires the 
abolition. of as many as possible of the 
Official Boards which exist under the pro- 
vincial governments throughout the Empire. 
At the time when a state of war prevailed 
in the country a number of Boards or oftices 
were formed, some for supplying funds, 
others for purchasing munitions, others for 
transport purposes and so on. They were 
only instituted as a temporary measure and 
were not intended to be permanent. When 
peace was restored, re-organisation affurded 
an excuse fur many more such establish- 
ments. There were salt offices opened of 
various kinds, and likin offices without limit. 
Their principal object seemed to be the 
furnishing of pusts for a vast crowd of ex- 
pectant taotais and other officials; while 
the Provincial Treasurers and salt commis- 
sioners whose natural duty it was to look 
after such affairs came. to have little to do 
except sign their names as a matter of 
routine. Similarly, another set of Boards 
under the charge of deputies tock in hand , 
matters of law and police, which were the 
proper business of the chief justices. The 
result of these practices was an excessive 
waste of money combined with a frequent 
avoidance of responsibility. Again, the 
establishment of naval and military factories 
was a measure which the circumstances 
of the times rendered indispensable. But 
the immense expenditure which they 
have entailed has been accompanied by 
constant peculation and waste. Unless 
a proper control of it be established, 
the drain upon the treasury cannot be 
checked. Just four years ago Her Majesty 


the Empress issued a stringent decree deal- 
ing with the above-mentioned faults of 
administration ; but little was really done 
in consequence by the provincial authori- 
ties, and extravagance has again gone on 
increasing. The provincial governments 
are now ordered to do all in their power in 
the way of abolishing offices or combining 
them together, and in the case of those 
which must be retained, to fix a sum for 
their monthly expenditure, which sum shall 
shall not be increased without special sanc- 
tion. Further, within three months from 
the date of their receipt of this decree, 
they must report to the Throne what Boards 
they consider should be retained, and must 
send to the Board uf Revenue a statement 
of the monthly expenditure of each. On 
their part the Revenue officials in auditing 
the yearly accounts of each province, will 
see that the sums given in the statements 
are in no way whatever exceeded. 


INSPECTION OF HUNTING GROUND. 


The Lientenant General at Jeho reports 
that the proper official has inspected the 
Wei-chang or Imperial Hunting Park near 
that city, and has found that no encroach- 
ments have been made upon its land. 

8th December. 
_RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN ANHUI. ‘ 

Acccerding to an Imperial Decree, deficient 
harvests caused by floods are reported as 
having occurred through a very large por- 
tion of the Province of Anhui. On the 
banks of the Yangtze, An-ch‘ing, T‘ai-p‘ing 
and Ch‘ih-chow have suffered. In the 
valley of the Huai, Ssu Chow, Feng-yang 
and Ying-chow, and in the extreme south 
Ning-kuo and Kuang-té. The Emperor 
has already desired the Governor to ascer- 
tain in what districts taxation must be 
postponed or remitted, and he now further 
authorises that officer to spend a sum of 
Tls. 30,000 for purposes of relief. 


FLOODS IN HUNAN. 


_ Hunan must now be added to the list of 
provinces in which damage by floods has 
been reported this year. ‘I'he two districts 
which are mentioned as having suffered are 
Wu-ling and Lung-yang, both in the Pre- 
fecture of Ch‘ang-té. In the first named 
district thirty persons are reported to have 
been drowned, and in the other many lives 
were lost. The Governor has appropriated 
for relief purposes 26,000 strings of cash 
from the receipts of the Ch‘ang-té Likin 
Office. 
PRISON-BREAKING IN YUNNAN. 


The gaol at Chienshuihsien in southern 
Yiinnan has been broken into during the 
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night by a gang of armed men, who 
killed one warder, wounded another, 
and carried off with them two of the pri- 
soners confined there. The attacking party 
climbed over the wall on a dark and storiny 
night, when the officials were all asleep. 
The steps usual in such cases have been 
taken by the authorities, but there is as 
yet no trace of the escaped prisoners or of 
the persons who came to their assistance. 


9th December. 
RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN CHEKIANG. 

The Emperor publishes a further Decree 
with reference to the distress caused in 
Chékiang by floods extending through 
nearly the whole province. ‘I'he Emperor 
had already devoted a large sum of money 


. to relief purposes there, when the Governor 


asked for permission totake Tls. 150,000 from 
the Provincial Treasury and apply them to 
the same object.. His Majesty granted the 
request, and at the same time desired the 
Memorialist to report with all possible speed 
what were the exact steps which he intend- 
ed to take. Up to the present however 
no such report has been received. His 
Majesty, who cannot forget his anxiety for 
the unfortunate sufferers, desires that he 
may be immediately informed what is being 
dune to alleviate the prevailing distress. 


RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN KIANGSU. 

The Emperor also issues a Decree with 
regard to the relief of distress in Kiangsu. 
His Majesty some time since ordered the 
appropriation of a large sum of money for 
this purpose; and he wasafterwardsinformed 
that the circumstances of each district were 
being investigated locally with the view 
either to issue rice from the public 
granaries or to distribute sums of money 
as might seem best in the particular 
case. His Majesty feels profound grief at 
the sufferings which the poor must ex- 
perience now that winter has commenced. 
As the Governor-General; Tseng Kuo- 
ch‘iian greatly distinguished himself by the 
way in which he dealt with the Shansi 
famine in by-gone years, it is ordered that 
he shall assuciate himself with the Governor 
in inaugurating and superintending the 
measures of relief which may be considered 
necessary in the present instance. His 
Majesty further desires to be informed at 
once of what is being done. 

HEIGHT OF WATER IN HUNGTSE LAKE AND 
GRAND CANAL. 

The Director-General of the Grain 
Transport presents his report on the state 
of the Grand Canal and adjacent waters. 
The paper is of interest as showing that the 
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heavy rains, from which the country round 
Shanghai suffered so severely, have not 
seriously affected the region immediately 
to the north, on the other side of the 
Yangtze. The report for the preceding 
month testified thatthe waters were then 
falling. During the period now dealt 
with, namely from the 25th of September 
to the 23rd of October, the Hung-tse Lake 
decreased one inch, the portion of the 
Grand Canal near the Yangtze four inches, 
and the section of it to the north of the old 
bed of the Yellow River from one to two 
feet and more in different parts. Only in 
the neighbourhood of Ch‘eng-chiang-pu 
‘was there any rise, and that but for a few 
inches. That the water has not run 
off to a greater extent is attributed to the 
heavy rain-fall which has occurred. 

REWARDS TO MASTERS AT CANTON FOREIGN 

SCHOOL. 

The Canton authorities represent that 
the scholars of the Canton foreign school 
have been examined at the end of their 
three years’ term and have been found to 
have made satisfactory progress; it is 
therefore requested that according to pre- 
cedent rewards may be bestowed upon the 
instructors and the officials in charge of the 
discipline of the school.—Grunted. 


PROMOTION FOR SCHOLARS FROM CANTON 
FOREIGN SCHOOL, 


Certain scholars; who passed satisfactorily 
out of the Canton foreign school three years 
ago, have since then been employed by the 
authorities as oral interpreters or as trane- 
lators of written documents, whenever 
opportunities have arisen for utilising their 
services in these respects. On such occa- 
sions they have perfectly demonstrated their 
capabilities, and moreover their conduct 
and demeanour have been satisfactory. It 
is therefore requested by the Government 
at Canton that these gentlemen may receive 
certain promotion to which they are enti- 
tled by the regulations in force.— Approved. 

10th December. 
TEMPLE TO OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS IN 
HAINAN. : 

For more than thirty years, says the 
Governor General Chang Chih-tung, the 
island of Hainan suffered grievously at the 
hands of the Hakka and native banditti, 
who sallying forth from their fastnesses 
plundered the country far and wide. In the 
autumn of 1886 the memorialist obtained 
His Majesty’s permission to undertake 
the necessary measures for the thorough 
restoration of order. Since then, the task 
entrusted to him has been completely 
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accomplished, and the Ohinese and the 
aborigines are living in peace and 
happiness intheir homes. But the officers, 
both civil and military, employed in the 
work, have endured every kind of suffering: 
The deaths among them, as already reported’ 
to the throne, amount to three hundred and 
sixty-two; and between one and two 
thousand soldiers have lost their lives at 
the same time. There was not only the 
danger of actual fighting in the recesses of 
the mountains, but the malaria claimed 
its victims, not only from those taking part 
in the campaigns, but also from those 
engaged in opening up the country, in 
making roads, laying telegraph lines, and 
superintending the construction of schools 
or the working of mines. So deadly was 
the pestilence that of ten attacked nine 
would die; in the morming a man 
would be seized, by night he woyld 
be acorpse. Still there was no faltering 
or shrinking ; when those in front died, 
others would push on to take their places. 
The memorialist is now informed that 
the people of the island wish to show 
their gratitude by erecting a temple to the 
memory of the officers, civil and military, 
and of the soldiers, regulars and irregulars, 
who perished under the above mentioned 
circumstances. Land will be bought, and 
the building will be set up in the capital 
of the island, Kiungchowfu. It is humbly 
requested that this temple may be re- 
cognised by the Imperial Government, and 
the local authorities be ordered to offer 
libations there year by year iu spring and 
autumn. —Grauted. 


11th December. 


LITIGATION AMONGST THE CHAHAR HERDS- © 
MEN. OFFICIALS PUNISHED. 

The Gazcttes of this year have already 
mentioned certain legal proceedings taken 
against local officials by the Chahar herdge 
men, who live in the part of Mongolie 
immediately adjacent to Kalgan. It apr 
pears from a Decree in this day’s Gazette 
that, in consequence of a representation 
made by a Censor, the Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang was ordered again to hold an in+ 
quiry into the conduct of the Chahar 
military governor, in whose court the 
said proceedings were taken. The Viceroy 
acquits the Governor of the serious charges 
brought against him. But in the Emperor’s 
opinion the facts elicited show that he 
favoured and screened certain subordinates, 
and that through his want of thorough 
acquaintance with the written Manchu, 
Mongol and Chinese languages, he al- 
lowed himself to be fuvled by those 
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under his orders. As he has thus proved 
himself not up to the duties of his post, he 
is recalled to Peking for service there. 
Certain of the officers of his staff are order- 
ed to be cashiered or punished in various 
‘ways. There were fifty-six persons, officials 
and others, declared by the Governor to 
have been guilty of bringing false charges. 
But, as the Emperor considers that their 
conduct was excusable under the circum- 
stances which occurred, no proceedings 
will be taken against them. 


12th December. 
MILITARY APPOINTMENTS. 

Cheng Shao-chung is appointed Com- 
mander-in-chief for the Province of Hunan 
in place of Feng Nan-pin, who is transferred 
to the same post in Chékiang. 


13th December. 
PRESIDENTS OF BOARDS MUST ATTEND TO 
THEIR DUTIES. 

The Emperor has heard that, while many 
of the Presidents and the Vice-President 
of the Government Departments at Peking 
are most diligent and conscientious in the 
performance of their duties, others of them 
are 80 negligent as only to appear at their 
offices once in several months. His Majesty 
desires that in future they will attend re- 

larly, so as to supervise the conduct of 

usiness by the heads of the sub-depart- 
ments. 
PARRICIDE IN MANCHUBIA. 

A prisoner from Ichou was recently 
brought before the provincial authorities at 
Moukden. He had already been tried by 
the local magistrate, and had been found 
. guilty of killing his father, wife, and child 
while under the influence of a fit of madness. 
But when the customary re-examination 
took place at Moukden, the case was found 
to bear a very different aspect. It appears 
that in 1877 the prisoner, who was then 
fifteen years of age, was married to a girl 
named Wang. One day next year, when 
the prisoner was away at work, his wife 
was caught by some men committing 
adultery with a neighbour in his garden. 
They seized the couple and threatened to 
deliver them up to the authorities for 
punishment. A peace-maker, however, 
came forward, by whose offices the affair 
was hushed up, the prisoner’s father 
giving the accusers two hundred and fifty 
strings of cash. This money he obtained 
from the peacemaker, to whomhe mortgaged 
half an acre of ground. He further made 
the woman’s father give a written underta- 
king that if anything of the sort should 
happen again, the woman might be beaten 
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to death and no complaint should be made. 
As the prisoner’s mother was dead, and 
there was no other woman in the house, 
he was afraid that his wife might again 
misconduct herself, and he therefore kept 
aclose watch upon her. One night two 
years afterwards, coming home late, he 
surprised his father creeping away without 
any clothes on. Angry as he was he did 
not dare to say anything. He afterwards 
discovered that the intercourse was going 
on constantly. On one uccasion he put 
horse’s fuod into his father’s plate at table, 
to show that he considered his father a 
brute. This act, together with remarks 
which he made, led to constant wrangling 
between them. The father told their 
relations that the prisoner had gone mad, 
and time after time tied him up and beat 
him till he begged for mercy. Indeed, 
both father and wife looked upon him as 
in their way, and in consequence insisted 
upon quarrelling with him. One night 
last summer, coming home in the dark he 
found his father creeping away in the same 
state as on the first occasion. He pretended 
not to see anything; but still he was 
afraid that, knowing they were detected, 
they might do him mischief in the night. 
He therefore went to lie down in the 
courtyard, fastening the door outside with 
a stone to protect himself from attack. 
There he made up his mind.to kill his wife 
and run away. He felt that he was under 
no moral obligation to remain at home 
in order to support such a father, and he 
thought that, if he were taken, his life would 
not be forfeited under the circumstances. 
Next morning he stabbed his wife with a 
spear as she was running away from him, 
and with the same thrust accidentally killed 
a child which she was carrying in her arms. 
His father, hearing the woman cry, also 
picked up a spear, ran out, and attacked 
him. The son tried to defend himself; but 
he was pressed so hard that he was forced 
to use his weapon, and in the excitement 
of the moment first wounded his father 
and then killed him. The murderer tried to 
escape but was shortly afterwards arrested. 
The case was reported by one of his uncles, 
who for shame’s sake endeavoured to con- 
ceal the disgraceful origin of the affair, and 
declared that the prisoner had acted under 
the impulse of a: fit of madness. This 
story was supported by a neighbour and 
the tipao, and the local magistrate con- 
sequently believed it. Upon re-examina- 
tion, however, the real truth was elicited. 
In accordance with the law, the prisoner 
was condemned to be.cut to pieces in 
punishment for the crime of parricide 
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which he had committed ; and on account of 
the heinousness of his offence the sentence 
was carried out without waiting for its 
confirmation by the Emperor. The persons 
who made false depositions are sentenced 
to receive eighty blows of the whip, and it 
is requested that the magistrate may receive 
some penalty on account of the incorrectness 
of his finding.—Referred to the Board of 
Punishments. 
TEMPLE IN KUEICHOW TO TSEN YU-YING. 


The Governor of Kueichow presents a 
tition on behalf of a number of officials, 
beazing that a temple may be erected in 
that province to the memory of the late 
Governor-General Ts‘en Yii-ying. This 
favour has already been accorded to the 
Province of Yunnan, and the people of 
Kueichow hope that the same may be 
nted to them on account of the manifold 
ebt of gratitude which they owe to the 
deceased. In the first place, in the early 
part of the reign of T‘ung Chih, a Miaotzu 
chieftain in the mountains of Pichieh hsien 
rebelled and held out against the united 
troops of Kueichow, Honan and Szechuan. 
Ts‘en Yii-ying, then Grand Treasurer of 
Yunnan, brought up a force, and after a 
campaign of five months destroyed the rebel 
and restored peace. Later the passes of 
Ts‘angerh were held by the Mahomedans, 
who made incursions into the prefecture of 
. Heaingi. From this trouble he freed the 
province by his conquest of Tuwen hsien in 
1872. Afterwards as Governor of Kuei- 
chow he perfected the army, and was thus 
able easily to put down several insurrec- 
tions and outbreaks. Later, in time of 
peace, he bridged the Wu River, founded 
schools, endowed colleges, and instituted a 
variety of good works, on account of which 
his memory is held dear by all classes of 
people alike.— Approved. 


14th December. 
DEATH OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF CHIHLI. 


In a Decree issued to-day the Emperor 
passes a high eulogium upon Li Ch‘ang-lo, 
Commander-in-chief of Chihli, whose death 
has just been reported by the Viceroy Li. 
The deceased officer, who fought with 

¢ success throughout the Taiping, re- 
ellion in nearly all the central provinces, 
was promoted for his distinguished services 
to the post of Commander-in-chief, in 
which capacity he served successively in 
Hupeh, Hunan and Chihli. In the attention 
which he paid to coast defence prepara- 
tions, to the drilling of his troops, and 
to the general improvement of the army, 
he showed himeelf to be fully qualified for 
his high position, and the news of his death 
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has caused much sorrow at Court. The 
Emperor orders that all the honours due toa 
Commander-in-chief who dies in the service 
of his country should be accorded to his 
memory, that he should receive an honorific 
appellation and have his biography written 
by the Court Historian, and that temples 
should be erected to him at his native p 
and in all the provinces in which he served. 
His grandsvn is to be introduced at Court 
as soon as he comes of age. 
APPLICATION TO ERECT A TEMPLE TO THE 
‘MEMORY OF A DECKASED VICEROY. 


The Governor of Hunan forwards an 
application which he has received from 
Kuo Sung-tao, formerly Minister in Eng- 
land, Ch‘én Shih-chieh, late Governor of 
Shantung, and a large number of other 
retired officials and influential gentry, in 
which they request permission to erect a 


- temple at his native place to Liu Ch‘ang-yu, 


formerly viceroy of Yiinnan and Kueichow. 
The deceased, who was a native of Hsin- 
ning in Hunan, raised a body of troops in, 
the early years of the Taiping rebellion. and 
fought during the remainder of the war 
with conspicuous success under Chiang 
Chung-yiian, the late Governor of Anhui. 
Hunan is specially indebted to him for his 
services in the engagement at the Soyi ferry. 
The vessels of the rebels were sonumerous as 
to render the waters of the Yangtze invisi- 
ble for miles, and but for the defeat which 
they sustained through the strategy of Liu 
Ch‘ang-yu, the provincial capital muat 
inevitably have fallen into their hands. 
When his chief, Chiang Chung-yiian, fell 
in the action at Lu Chou, the deceased 
saved his family at the imminent risk of 
his own life and bruught them safely to 
their home. After detailing at great length 
his exploits against the rebels in Kiangsi, 
Kuangsi, and other provinces; the appli- 
cants add that their present request is 
specially based upon the fact that his 
native town of Hsinning, where the me- 
morial isto be placed, was twice saved 
from destruction by his personal exertions 
during the rebellion.—Granted by rescript. 


16th December. 
A WARNING TO THE POLICE AUTHORITIES AT 
PEKING. 

A Decree. The original object of the 
establishment of a police force in the capital 
was to keep a watch over, and effect the ar- 
rest of bad characters, and if the Gendarme- 
rie Office had properly performed its duties, 
all trace of crime would long ago have disap- 

eared. Recently, however, cases of rob- 
ry haveoccurred with increasing frequency 
and the cause is to be attributed to the 
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inefficiency of the police surveillance. The 
paling aad opium dens of the metropolis 
rm the chief resort of this class of scoun- 
drels, who are largely recruited from tramps 
eoming from adistance. They are generally 
in league with the police and soldiers, whose 
support renders them perfectly reckless in 
their disregard of the law. When a ease is 
reported, the authorities consider that they 
have done enough if they make a few per- 
functory inquiries, and it is very rare that. 
either the criminals or the plunder are 
discovered, It may well be asked what 
duties the Gendarmerie Office considers 
itself charged with when police measures 
have fallen into such a state of utter 
neglect under the very shadow of the 
Court itself! Some time ago we issued 
instructions under which the whole system 
was to be re-organised on a basis of rewards 
and penalties, but the rules which were 
then drawn up, though very explicit and 
designed to be perfectly satisfactory, require 
to be faithfully executed. We therefore 
command the Commissioner of the metro- 
politan police to strictly enjoin upon his 
officers and men the necessity of keeping the 
’ closest watch upon gambling establishments 
and opium dens with a view to the re- 
pression of crime. Let him take action 
with the Governor of the metropolis and 
the Censurs of the five divisions of 
the city for the careful enforcement of 
the tithing system, and not merely consider 
the distribution and affixing of tithing 
tickets as all that he is expected to perform 
im this respect. Should there be any recur- 
rence, after this warning, of the lax habits 
of duty and connivance with crime hitherto 
practised by the police, we shall certainly 
unish without mercy both the command- 
ng officers and their subordinates. They 
will not be able to say that they were not 
duly warned in time. (Note. The opium 
divans and gambling shops in Peking were 
all closed the day after this Decree ap- 
peared). 


REJECTION OF PROPOSAL MADE BY CHANG 
CHIH-‘TUNG FOR ADDING To THE 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT AT CH‘AOCHOU FU. 


. A Decree. We referred to the consi- 
deration of the Board a memorial which we 
received some time ago from Chang Chih- 
tung advocating the enlistment of three 
battalions of troops for service under the 
Prefect of Ch‘aochou fu, and we are now in 
receipt of the Board’s reply, from which it 
appears that the troops under the General 
at Ch‘aochou, together with those doin 

garrison duty in the town, number 1,900 
regulars and 1,500 braves—a force which 
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plundores for reporting the outrage. 
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is by no means inconsideruble, and should, 
if properly trained, be sufficient for the 
duties it is required to perform. Instruce- 
tions’ have frequently .been issued for 
making reductions and economies in the 
provincial armies, and Chang Chih-tung’s 
thoughtless proposal for raising additional 
troops at Ch‘aochou is quite untenable and 
we decline to sanction it. His statement, 
however, regarding the inveterate abuses 
that prevail both among the regular and 
irregular troops deserves attention, and 
we command Li Hung-chang to investigate 
the matter and use every effort to purify 
the army and render it an efficient instru- 
ment for the repression of disturbance. 


CRIME AND BRIGANDAGE IN THE PROVINCES. 


In a third Decree issued to-day the 
Emperor notices the frequency with which 
robberies and crimes of violence are re- 
ported from the provinces, and finds aw 
explanation of this in the fact that the 
eriminal ranks are largely recruited from 
discharged soldiers who are generally 
in league with yamén runners and other 
official underlings. The local authori- 
ties nearly always represent cases of brig- 
andage as mere larcenies and not infre- 
quently punish the person who has tot 

e 

iceroys and Governors of the various 
provinces are warned that they are expect- 
ed to denounce all district officers who 
show any laxity of duty in the detection of 
erime, and they are required to take drastic 
ication of an evil 
which, if allowed to go uncheeked, cannot 
fail to entail disastrous consequences, 
Military commanders are to see that the 
soldiers whom they discharge are sent safely 
back to their homes and not allowed to 
drift into the ranks of the criminal classes. 


16th December. 


GOVERNOR OF HUNAN ASKS PERMISSION TO 
TAKE A PORTION OF HIS BODY-@UARD 
WITH HIM TO YUNNAN. 


Wang Wén-shao, the new Viceroy of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow, applies for permisr 
sion to take with him to Yiinnan a body of 
200 soldiers which fotmed a portion of his 
bodyguard as Governor of Hunan. He 
quotes as a precedent in support of his 
request the case of Pien Pao-ti, who took a 
hundred soldiers from Hunan to Foochow. 
Yiinnan has only recently been reduced to 
a state of tranquillity ; the journey there is 
long and difficult and the Viceroy thinks 
that the presence of his troops will materi- 
ally strengthen. his position. The cost of 
their maintenance en route is to be a charge 
upon the Hunan exchequer. 
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Decree disallowiny this proposal already ¥ 


published. 


DISTRESS CAUSED BY FLOODS IN KIANGSU. 


The Viceroy of Nanking and the Gover- 
nor of Kiangsu forward a report upon the 
disastrous floods which have recently oc- 
curred in the province and request permis- 
sion to send agents to purchase grain in 
other provinces and import it into Kiangsu 
free of all duty and likin en route. The 
heavy rains which fell incessantly for over 
forty days converted the Prefectures 
of Soochow and Sungchiang into one 
large lake of water and have utterly 
ruined the autumn crops. Nosuch calamity 
has visited the province since the year 1849, 
when a somewhat similar, disaster occurred. 
In that year, however, the excessive 
rainfall took place before the crops were 
ripe, and a spell of good weather followed 
which enabled a late crop to be planted. 
This year, on the other hand, the harvest 
was destroyed just as it was ready to be 
reaped, and the continuous rains which 
have since fallen preclude all possibility of 
replacing it by a later crop. The people 
who are still suffering from the havoc 
wrought by the rebellion either gaze upon 
their fields with their eyes full of tears or 
make their plans for removing else- 
where. Arrangements have been made 
for distributing yrain by way of relief 
and selling it at a low price in the 
hope of mitigating the severity of the 
crisis, but unfortunately there is only 
a very limited supply of grain to be had. 
Urhsi, which is the clief depét in the 
province, has already parted with the bulk 
of its stock to Chékiang and Hupeh. The 
result is that grain has risen in price to 
considerably over 4,000 ‘cash a picul, and 
is scarcely procurable atall. The weaving 
industry is no longer known in the province, 
and the people have accumulated no 
reserves tu enable them to tide over the 
crisis. The memorialists propose to make 
use of a surplus remaining over from the 
famine relief fund of last year and send 
agents to Anhui, Hunan and the districts 
north of the Yangtze to procure supplies 
of grain which they are to be allowed to 
convey to Kiangsu free of all duty. 


17th December, 1889. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Yeh Chih-ch‘ao is gazetted Commander- 
in-Chief of Chihli, and K‘uei-pin, the 
Governor of Hupeh, is appointed Lieu- 
tenant General at Ch‘ahar in the place of 
T‘o-lun-pu, who was recently recalled to 
Peking. 
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POSTAL REFORMS IN FORMOSA. 


‘\ In a postscript to a memorial the 
Governor of Formosa adverts briefly to 
certain postal reforms which he has intro- 
duced in the Island. The old postal 
stations, about fifty in number, had fallen 
into such a state of utter disorganisa- 
tion that there was frequent delay or mis- 
carriage in the transmission of official 
communications. The whole system has 
been abolished and a new one instituted 
under which a redistribution of stations 
has been made and the soldiers have been 
called upon to act as couriers and granted 
special allowances fur doing the work. The 
stations have been placed in charge of qua- 
lified postal clerks and in accordance with 
the plan adopted in foreign postal systems 
the control of the whole service has been 
vested in an officer holding the rank of 
Taotai. The new arrangement has now 
been in force for a year and has worked 
without the slightest hitch. Its annual 
cost is only about Tls. 10,000, which shows 
a saving of oearly Tis. 6,900 upon the 
expenditure entailed by the former system. 
—Rescript : Noted. , 


18th December, 1889. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Haii Pang-tao is gazetted Brigadier-Gen- 
eral of Yung-ting in Chihli as successor 
to Yeh Chih-ch‘ao, whe has been promoted 
to be Commander-in-Chief of the province. 


REMITTANCE FROM CANTON. 


The annual subsidy fornished to Peking 
by the provinces is Tls. 7,000,000, of which 
the salt revenne of Kuangtung was this’ 
year required to contribute Tls. 200,000. 
The Viceroy now reports the transmission 
of Tls. 50,000, being the fourth and final 
instalment of this amount, together with 
Tls. 10,000 being a pertion of an annual 
remittance of T's. 50,000 which the salt 
department at Canton is obliged to forward 
to the Imperial Househuld. 


19th December, 1889. 
‘DENUNCIATION BY CHANG CHIH-TUNG OF A 
NUMBER OF CANTON GENTRY FOR THE 
‘APPROPRIATION OF PUBLIC LAND. 


The appropriation of the foreshore land 
along the coast of Kuangtung has, the 
Viceroy says, always been a fruitful source 
of profit to the dishonest gentry of the 
province, and his own tenure of office has 
been a prolonged struggle against the con- 
tinuance of the practice. The great bulk 
of the alluvial land of this kind is situated 
in the three districts of Hsiangshan, Tung- 
kuan and Shun-té. Shortly after he entered 
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upon the duties of his office, he had to deal 
with a notorious case of land-grabbing in 
the Shun-té district, and he was pleased to 
learn that his action on that occasion 
received the approval of the Throne. 
other instance of the kind has recently 
occurred in the Tungkuan district, where 
there has long been a determined resistance 
to the payment of rent. There is a tract 
of country measuring about 5,000 English 
acres, which a society of gentry appro- 
priated many years ago, and continue to 
hold under the designation of a corpora- 
tion. Part of this land is ground reclaimed 
by the government and leased to the gentry 
in question, some of it was purchased 
by them either from: the government 
or private owners, while the remainder 
belongs to people who allowed it to be 
registered in the name of the corporation 
so as to be able to bring greater pressure to 
bear upon their tenants in the event of 
their resisting the payment of rent. Two 
or three of the very worst specimens of the 
gentry are always elected to manage the 
property and under the pretence of holding 
it for the benefit of the educational esta- 


blishments in the district, they act with | 


absolute disregard of the local authorities 
. and with no end in view but the mainten- 
ance of their own private interests. This 
state of things is perfectly well-known 
to people at Canton and indeed came 
to the knowledge of the Viceroy very 
shortly after he arrived in the province, 
but as no specific eomplaint was brought 
before him, he did not consider it expedient 
to resort to extreme measures at once. 
Last summer, however, his intervention 
was demanded by the Board charged with 
the supervision of beach lands, which 
brought to his knowledge the fact that 
over 2,000 of the 5,000 acres held by the 
gentry in Tungkuan consisted of ground 
which they had originally acquired from 
the Government and the price of which 
had never been paid. The price of the 
land and its usufruct during the thirty 
years they had held it were estimated at 
Tls. 200,000 of which only Tls. 30,000 had 
been received. In addition to this, there 
were large arrears due upon the portion of 
their estate which they had rented from the 
Government. There was likewise a sum of 
Tls. 80,000 which had been lent to them 
on interest by a College and an item of 
Tls. 19,000 representing arrears of rent 
owing to the Grain Intendant’s department. 
Altogether their indebtedness amounted to 
about Tls. 260,000, and as repayment 
seemed impossible, the Viceroy, rather 
than re-enter upon possession of the land 
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under circumstances which would have 
made it difticult to re-let it, hit upon the 
following plan for settling the question. 
A College recently established by public 
subscription under the Viceroy’s patron- 
age had a surplus fund of Tls. 100,000 
and this sum the Viceroy proposed should 
be paid to the credit of the government 
and constitute repayment on behalf of the 
gentry of the purchase price of the 2,000 
acres, which should henceforth become the 
property of the college. Having regard to 
the fact that the land was originally public 
property, that the present holders had 
enjoyed the use of it for more than thirty 


_ years and had never even paid the pur- 


chase price, the Viceroy cousidered the 
above offer an extremely reasonable one. 
Even had it been a mercantile transaction 
in land between private individuals, the 
owner of the property would have had the 
right of re-entry in case of failure to 
pay the price on the part of the purchaser. 
The gentry, however, were not at first 
disposed to accept the Viceroy’s views of 
the case and showed disregard for his 
authority until they began to realise that 
he was determined to carry his point. Then 
they entered into negotiations with one of 
his agents and offered to pay a sum of Ts, 
40,000 on condition, that their receipts were 
to be dated back some years. Not a word 
was said about the balance of the purchase 
money or the arrears of rent. The next 
step taken by the Viceroy was to appoint a 
commission composed of a number of 
officials and the magistrate of the district 
to reason with the gentry. The latter, 
however, treated the official. deputation 
with contempt and even refused to meet 
them. The leases held by the cultivators 
of the land were ‘then called in but the 
occupants, intimidated by the gentry, 
all ran away or remained in hiding. 
Placards were posted all over the country 
stating tha% the land was held for the bene- 
fit of the charitable institutions in the dis- 
trict, and that the question was one in 
which the ofticials could not be permitted 
to interfere. The Viceroy retorted by in- 
structing the magistrate to report the gen- 
try by name to him that he might denounce 
them to the Throne. This had the effect 
of making them come in person to Canton 
where negotiations werere-opened, the Nam- 
hoi and Tungkuan magistrates acting as the 
Vieervy’s representatives on this occasion. 
Again they refused to come into direct 
relations with the officials and when order- 
ed to make over the 2,000 acres of land to 
the Government, they preferred a claim 
for dyking expenses amounting to several 
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tens of thousands of tacls. Under the 
standing regulations affecting beach land 
in the province, the occupier is allowed 
the use of the ground free of rent for a pe- 
riod of from tive to ten years, and any very 
large outlay incurred in dyking it is subse- 
quently deducted from the annual rent 
paid by the tenant. The owner is not liable 
for expenditure of this kind. In the pre- 
sent instance the gentry had been in 
possession of the land for over thirty years 
and it was the merest pretext to allege that 
they had been put to expense in making 
dykes or that the ‘‘ barren period ” had not 
yet expired. ; 

The Viceroy, wishing to deal liberally with 
them, offered to accept the Tls. 40,000 they 
had previously promised, grant them a 
compassionate allowance of Tls. 40,000 for 
labour expended, and only require the 
restitution of about 1,200 acres of the land. 
No change of tenancy was to take place in 
the remainder and the gentry as direct 
holders could make whatever profit they 
wished by sub-letting it. This offer they 
at first declined, but later on they signified 
that they were prepared to accept it if the 
sum granted for expenditure on improve- 
ments was.increased and if their arrears of 
rent were wiped out. These conditions 
the Viceroy considered so utterly prepos- 
terous that he refused to continue further 
negotiations and withdrew his agents 
from the discussion. One novel incident in 
the proceedings requires to be mentioned. 
In selecting the Namhoi magistrate as’ his 
agent in the matter, the Viceroy Was in- 
fluenced by the consideration that being 
the head of the oftice charged with the care 
of beach land and at the same time the 
Director of the College which was to 
advance the funds, he was peculiarly fitted 
for conducting the negotiations.. The 
question in fact fell strictly within his 
province and he dealt with it in a fair and 
equitable spirit. The gentry, however, 
raises a stormy opposition and had even 
the hardihood to announce in the most 
public manner that if they were de- 
nounced by the Viceroy they would, 
as soon as he was transferred to Han- 
kow, proceed to Peking and have their 
revenge upon the magistrate by getting 
him denounced and degraded. They also 
found means of conveying an intimation to 
the same effect to the Chief Justice, and 
showed plainly enough that they meant to 
make use of the Censors to enable them to 
exercise an arbitrary control of questions of 
local administration and set at nought the 
laws of the country. The Viceroy has ac- 
cordingly called for a list of their names 
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and titles which he submits, with the re- 
quest that they may be degraded and never 
again be permitted to enter the ranks of 
the civil service. The Tungkuan magis- 
trate has been ordered to cunfiscate and 
consign to the Kuang-ya College 1,200 
acres of the ground. A gentleman who 
was formerly Secretary in a Board in Peking 
having come forward and intimated his 
readiness to lease it at a yearly rental of 
half a Tael per mow, he has been accepted 
as a tenant and will pay rent direct to the 
magistrate fur transmission to the College 
authorities who will be made responsible 
for the payment of the purchase price. 
Steps will be taken to recover from the 
gentry the Tls. 19,000 due on account of 
rent. The Viceroy is conscivus of having 
been extremely lenient in his treatment of 
the case and although his term of office at 
Canton is fast drawing to its close, nothing 
will deter him from carrying out to the 
last what he conceives to be the duty 1m- 
posed upon him by the State. 

Rescript approving of the Viceroy’s action 
in the matter previously published. 


20th December. 


CHANG CHIH-TUNG PROPOSES To TAKE 200 
DRILLED TROOPS FROM CANTON TO 
A WUCH ‘ANG. 

The Viceroy at Canton states that he has 
a body of 200 troops specially drilled in the 
use of foreign field guns which he proposes 
to take with him to his new post to form 
the nucleus of a force designed to improve 
the military condition of the two Hu pro- 
vinces. He is taking at the same time a 
thousand guns and a million of bullets for 
distribution amongst the soldiers in Hupeh. 

Decree disapproving of this proposal al- 
ready published. 


21st December. 


MILITARY FUNDS FOR KANSU. 


During the year 1888 various provinces 
were required to furnish the Governor- 
General in Kansu with subsidies amount- 
ing altogether to Tls. 4,800,000, in order 
to support the army maintained in Kansu 
and Turkestan for the defence of the north- 
western frontier. The Governor-General 
has since reported that the whole of this 
money has reached him in good time ; and 
he has therefore requested that the pro- 
vincial treasurers or other heads of revenue 
departments concerned should receive some 
reward for the diligence which they have 
shown in raising and forwarding their 
quotas of the subveution. Ina memorial 
now published the Bvoard of Revenue 
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endorses the Governor-General’s, applica- 
tion, which it declares to be in accordance 
with precedent.—Decree already published. 
22nd December. 
NEW GOVERNOR FOR HUPEH. 


T‘an Chi-hsiin (formerly Grand Treasurer 
of Kansu) is appointed Governor of the 
Province of Hupeh. 


REMISSION OF TAXATION IN CHEKIANG. 

On account of the destruction of the har- 
vest by excessive floods in many parts of 
Chékiang, the Governor of the province 
was instructed by the Emperor to furnish 
a report with regard to the remission of 
taxation which might be necessary. The 
Governor’s memorial on the subject having 
reached the Throne, the Emperor publishes 
a decree announciug the measure of relief 
which he is pleased to grant. In the three 
prefectures of Hangchow, Ohiahsing, and 
Huchow, where the damage done is greater 
than elsewhere, the grain tribute for the 
present season is altogether remitted. Inu 
eastern Chékiang, where the distress is 
lighter, the Governor will ascertain which 
localities have been able to reap their 
harvest, and will collect the land tax in 
these, while he will not levy in other 
places. In the parts of Hangchow, Chia- 
hsing, aud Huchow which have suffered 
most severely no land-tax will be collected; 
but in the other parts of these three pre- 
fectures it will be charged or remitted 
according as to whether the crops have 
been gathered or not. 


_ 23rd December. 
ABOLITION OF IRREGULAR PAYMENTS AMONG 
CANTON OFFICIALS. 

‘The Governor-General at Canton, Chang 
Chih-tung, reports that he has taken mea- 
sures to abolish for the future throughout 
the Canton province all the irregular pay- 
ments which district magistrates are com- 
pelled to make to their superior officers. 
He holds it as an axiom that good govern- 
ment consists in treating the people with 
consideration, aud this the local authorities 
cannot possibly do, unless they be them- 
selves treated similarly by their superiors. 
In 1867 the magistrates of districts in the 
Canton province were deprived of emolu- 
ments arising from surplus taxation to ‘the 
amount of three hundred thousand taels a 
year. None the less, however, were they 
subject to the same expenses as before. 
These consisted chiefly of pecuniary offer- 
ings to the Taotais and Prefects who were 
their immediate superiors, and gifts to 
the higher authorities of contributions of 
money for ofticial purposes according to a 
regular assessment, and of the performance 
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of various services on behalf of the govern- 
ment. The result was that, generally 
speaking, the magistrates, according: to 
their individual characters, either took 
to extorting money from the people, or 
they expended the funds of the State and 
fell ltopelessly into the debt of the govern- 
ment. When the memorialist was formerly 
Governor of Shansi he put an end to ail 
irregular payments in that province; and 
on his arrival at Canton five years ago he 
immediately made a beginning in the same 
direction ; though on account of the magni- 
tude of the task all he could do at the 
moment was to stup all presents in the two 
offices directly under his charge. His 
example was followed by the high officials 
in the provincial capital and a purer air 
began to prevail generally throughout the 
province. In 1887 he was able to abolish 
official presents in the island of Hainan ; 
and last year, when he was again holding 
the post of Governor as well as that of Go- 
vernor-General, an exhaustive inquiry was 
made by the Grand Treasurer concerning all 
the sources of income and causes of expen- 
diture of the various local authorities. The 
menorialist was then able to deal. with the 
subject as a whole. He found that at the 
same time as the obnoxious payments were 
done away with, it would be necessary to 
reduce as far as possible the number of 
extraordinary services to be performed by 
the authorities, and in some cases to provide 
for che cost uf those which must be retained. 
It miust nut be supposed that the Taotais and 
Prefecfs were desirous to receive irregular 
presents from their subordinates, but mere- 
ly that they accepted the system as being 
in force and as the only way in which they 
received the funds necessary for their use. 
Not only would the magistrates be liberated 
from the need of making these payments, 
but they would no longer be required to 
pay their apportioned assessments for 
official objects to the Grand Treasurer and 
Chief Justice, which vary from Tls. 2,000 
to Tis. 200, according as their posts are rich 
or poor, As regards compensation to the 
Toatais and Prefects, the memorialist finds 
that in sume cases they have funds already 
set apart for the performance of public 
duties, and in others the surplus funds 
from local custom houses will suffice for 
their wants, but for the rest allowances 
must be made to them from a new source. 
Altogether it will be necessary to provide 
annually as much as Tls. 97,000 to supply 
the place of funds now withdrawn. This 
amount of money can be appropriated from 
annual contributions made by certain mer- 
cantile firms, and so will cause no extra 


eo rar ee a) a ee SY 


Dro. 23—25.] _ 185 


charge on the regular provincial revenue. 
This system having been put in force, the 
higher authorities will be required to see 
that the old abuses are no longer allowed 
to exist among their subordirrates.— Noted. 


24th December. 
THE EMPEROR VISITS HIS MOTHER. 


To-morrow in the afternoon the Emperor 
will proceed tothe residence of the Em- 
press Dowager at the Nan-hai, in order to 
pay his respects to Her Majesty. He will 
afterwards return direct to the palace. 


CHIN RIVER BREACH CLOSED. 


The affluent of the Yellow River in 
northern Honan known by the name of 
the Ch‘in River is a frequent cause of 
serious inundations. Last summer it burst 
its banks and flooded a large tract. It is 
now reported that the breach was closed 
at the end of November. The Emperor 
therefore issues a decree to the effect that 
a few of the officers concerned in the work 
may be recommended for the receipt of 
rewards. 


TRIBUTE RICE RETAINED IN SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung has requested 
to be allowed to retain and distribute as 
charity forty thousand piculs of tribute 
rice, which should according to law. be sent 
to Peking for the use of the Imperial Go- 
vernment. As the Buard of Revenue 
reports with reference to ¢his application 
that there is a sutticient stock of grain in 
the metropolitan granaries, His Majesty 
desires the Governor to keep the said rice 
in Shantung and issue ‘it to those in the 
distressed districts who are in want of relief. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN 
KIANGSU. 

The Viceroy at Nanking proposes to 
invite charitable contributions for the relief 
of the exceedingly great distress prevailing 
in Kiangsu and Chékiang. Though a period 
of fine weather has now succeeded to the 
terrible rains of the autumn, still the waters 
do not retire ; and the poor people have 
not only lost their autumn harvest but 
also cannot sow one for the coming spring. 


. There is general alarm and even danger 


of trouble throughout the districts which 
have been most severely visited. A great 
deal of :money has been privately collected, 
and the Provincial Government has appro- 
riated Tls. 30,000 for relief purpozes. 
ut the memorialist does not know how 
far this will enable the people to tide over 
the winter and continue to subsist till 
next year’s harvest; especially as there 
are many other parts of Kiangsu and 
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Anhui which, though less distressed, 
will still be wanting some measure of 
relief. So many appeals have of late years 
been made to the charitable that the 
memorialist thinks it will be necessary to 
stimulate them by the offer of some reward 
from His Majesty. He therefore proposes 
that the scale on which honeurs are given 
should be reduced by one-half for a term 
of six months, and that officers of the third 
grade and upwards should be granted a 
peacock’s feather decoration fcr a subscrip- 
tion of Tls. 2,000, while the same favour 
is accorded to those of lower rank who 
subscribe Tls. 1,000, and a plain feather to 
donors of Tis. 500. He thinks that this 
Measure would prove very beneficial, and 
proposes to request the Governors of the - 
neighbouring provinces that they should 
invite contributions on those terms.—Re- 
ferred to the Board of Revenue. ‘ 


25th December. 
ABDUCTION IN TURKESTAN, 


The Governor of Chinese Turkestan re- 
ports the trial of a man for forcing his way 
into a house and carrying off a girl with the 
intention of marrying her. The prisoner, 
a native of Shensi, was formerly employed 
as an assistant in a coal depdt at Tihua, 
kept by one Ch‘en Wang-fa, but was dis- _ 
missed on account of the violence of his 
temper. The proprietor had an adopted 
daughter fourteen years old; and the 
prisoner, partly out of revenge and partly 
because he had taken a fancy to the girl, 
determined to carry her off by force and 
marry her. Aa he could not accomplish 
his plan without assistance, he induced 
a number of men to join him by telling 
them false stories. In the first place 
he pretended to arrange a marriage be- 
tween the girl and the son of an acquain- 
tance, and when the time for the fictitious 
wedding came, he told the young man’s 
friends that the girl’s father wished them 
to carry her off as her mother insisted on 
marrying her toa relation of her own. They 
were at first afraid to have anything to do 
with such a proceeding ; but finally, as he 
volunteered to take all the responsibility 
upon himself, they aided him in effect- 
ing an entrance into the house. The 
girl was brought out, gagged, and tied 
on toa horse. behind her abductor. The 
party set off together, but by the way the 
prisoner contrived to give his companions 
the slip. He then turned his horse’s head 
towards the house of a friend where he 
intended to pass the night and consum- 
mate the marriage. However, he lost his 
way and was obliged to ask for a lodging 
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at the house of another man. When untied | distressed localities, and in addition to ad- 


from the horse the girl, who was half 
frozen, fell senseless to the ground, The 
prisoner told his host that he had bought 
her, that this was the wedding day, 
and that on the morrow he intended to 
continue his journey to Guchen. But his 
unwilling companion contrived to let the 
mistress of the house know the truth. The 
householder thereupon took charge of her 
and refused to allow the prisoner to have 
anything more to do with her. Thi pri- 
soner was soon afterwards arrested, and at 
his trial the above facts were proved. It 
is laid down in the law that when a man 
forces his way into the house of one who 
is no relation to him and carries off a 
female member of the family, and the 
abduction is actually accomplished, the 
offender shall be punished by immediate 
decapitation. In the present instance the 
abduction was really effected, though by a 
happy chance the girl was preserved from 
actual harm. The prisoner has therefore 
been sentenced to death in accordance with 
the above provisions, Those who aided 
and abetted him were shown to have done 
80 under a misapprehension, being deceived 


by the falsehoods which he told them. ° 


Their sentence therefore is comparatively 
light, and, unlike his, it may be remitted 
under His Majesty’s recent Act of Grace. 
The man who saved the girl has been given 
a pecuniary reward by the local authority. 
—leferred to the Board for a report without 
delay. 
26th December. 


RAIN AND FLOODS IN SHENSI. 


The Governor of Shensi furnishes a de- 
tailed account of the damage done by hail, 
rain, and floods in certain districts of that 
province this year. In Suitechou a hail 
storm occurred on the 13th September, by 
which the crops were ruined over an area 
of more than 170,000 mow. All kinds of 
grain were utterly destroyed, except the 
kao-liang and millet, of which from one- 
fifth to one-tenth escaped in some places. 
In another Iccality in the same district so 
great damage was done to 328,000 mow that 
no harvest could be gathered at all. In 
Kaolinghsien 610 mow were swamped by 
the bursting of the river banks. In Hsien- 
ning 257 mow, andin Huhsien 1,600 mow 
met with a similar fate. In tne Hsingan 
and Hanchyng Prefectures, as has already 
been recorded, the people are suffering 
greatly from the failure of their potato 
and maize crops caused by the long con- 
tinued wet. It will be necessary to furego 


the collection of laid tax throughout the: 
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muluister relief to the poorer of the farmers. 
27th December. 

RETURNS REQUIRED OF MILITARY FORCES. 

According to an old rule still in force, 
every provincial government is required to 
send to the Emperor once a year a return 
showing the number of svuldiers and the 
number of horses employed for military 
purposes in the province. Eight years ago 
there was a special decree issued desiring 
that the rule be strictly obeyed. Still the 
returns have been received regularly from 
only four provinces. The others have all 
been irregular in various degrees, the worst 
being Chihli, whence no report has come 
since 1856. The Emperor expresses his 
strong disapproval of this laxity, and orders 
that every province shall obey in future 
without exception. 


PUNISHMENT FOR MURDER OF AN UNCLE. 


The Governor of Kiangsu reports that a 
man has been found guilty of murdering 
his uncle. The murderer, who was an 
orphan and lived with his uncle and aunt, 
had been subjected to much ill-treatment 
by his aunt, and at her instigation by his 
uncle also. Exasperated by her unkind- 
ness he determined to revenge himself by 
shooting her; but in endeavouring to do 
so he accidentally killed Lis uncle instead. 
The memorialist cannot tind in any law 
book an account of the way to deal with a 
case of murdering one such elder relative 
in mistake for another. But as the de- 
liberate murder of either an uncle or an 
uncle’s wife is punishable with death by 
sluw degrees, the memorialist think that 
he has done right in sentencing the pri- 
soner to suffer that penalty.—heferred to 
the Board of Punishments. 


28th December. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS FOR A BRIGADIER- 
GENERAL ON THE YUNNAN ESTABLISHMENT. 


The Acting Governor-General of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow submits a memorial in 
which he requests that posthumous honours 
may be accorded to Brigadier General Ma- 
ch‘ung in order that the merits of a loyal 
otiicer may be rescued from oblivion 
and his soul rest in peace. The deceased, 
who was a native of Yiinnan, held 
the rank: of Commander-in-Chief and 
had been Brigadier-General at Ho-li in 
that province for some time. He was 
Ts‘én Yii-ying’s right hand man and had 
specially distinguished himself in repelling 
the onslaught made on the provincial 
capital by the formidable force under 
the rebel Chief, Lu, He was always in the 
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front in every battle, and his whole body 
was covered with wounds received in many 
a bloody conflict. During the last. three 
years he had been busily engaged in 
organising defensive measures on the 
Western side of the province, and while 
so employed, had contracted malarial fever, 
which, added to other ailments arising 
from his wounds, eventually terminated 
his life. It it suggested that both in the 
provincial capital and at his native place 
worship should be paid to him in temples 
which have been erected to perpetuate the 
memory of illustrious servants of the state. 
—Granted by Rescript. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Téng Hua-hsi, the Chief Justice of Yiin- 
nan, who was recently promoted to be 
Lieutenant-Governor of Hupeh, has started 
fur his new post, but as his successor, Ts’én 
Yii-pao, the brother of the late Viceroy, is 
not likely to reach Yiinnan for some time, 
the Salt Intendant, T‘ang P‘ing-chen, who 
is said to combine the swaviter in modo with 
the fortiter in re, is to carry on the duties 
of the vacant post. Am expectant Taotai 
name Kuei-lin is to assume temporary 
charge of the Salt Intendant’s department. 


RETIREMENT OF THE DEPUTY LIEUTENANT- 
GENERAL OF SAN-HSING. 

The Military Governor of Kirin submits 
an application on behalf of .Wen-ko, the 
Deputy Lieutenant-General of San-hsing 
for permission to retire from the public 
service on the ground of ill-health. The 
Doctors tell ‘him that the General’s 
constitution is so undermined with 
fever that nothing but complete rest can 
be expected to effect a recovery.— Decree 
separately published. 

29th December. 


COREAN ‘VESSEL IN DISTRESS OFF SHANTUNG 
PROMONTORY. 

The Governor of Shantung writes a 
memorial based upon a report from Shéng 
Hsiian-huai, the Taotai at Chefoo, respect- 
ing the treatment accorded to the crew of a 
Cvrean vessel which was found: in distress on 


the coast of Shantung on the 29th of August. 


last. The vessel, which was a very small 
craft, had drifted in a helpless condition 
into the port of Shihtao in the Jungch‘éng 
district. The crew numbered seven men, 
none of whom could speak Chinese, and 
only one was acquainted with the written 
character. -This man, being furnished with 
a pen, wrote down an account of his own 
and his companions’ experiences. They 
had started from Chemulpo with a mis- 
cellaneous cargo of foreign goods bound 
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for P‘ing-yang, of which place they were 
natives. Before they got far on their 
voyage they encountered a terrific gale 
which dismasted their boat and left it at 
the mercy of the wind and waves. After 
having jettisoned about half of their 


-cargo, they managed to steady their little 


craft and finally succeeded in: reaching 
the Shantung coast. The cargo, which ° 
was greatly damaged, included 26 slabs 
of old iron, 250 packages of matches, 3 
bales of foreign cloth, 31 pieces of tin, 
two cases of fvoreiyn colouring material, 
11 reams of paper, and sundry other 
articles. The boat was too small and frail 
to undertake the return journey, and both 
it and the cargo were, by the desire of the 
master and crew svuld for Tls. 183.5 which 
was divided amongst them. The men were 
brought to Chefoo where the Tactai found 
an opportunity of sending them on to 
Corea by the China Merchants’ steamer 
Fuyew. He gave them an oficial letter 
to Yiian Shih-k‘ai, Director-General of 
Trade and International Relations in Corea, 
requesting him to send them to their homes 
in such a way as .he deemed most conve- 
nient. It seems that the established rule 
in such cases is that distressed. Coreans 
should be forwarded to Peking for convey-, 
auce to their own country overland, but 
having regard to the fact that China has 
now an official agent in Corea and that the 
passage by steamer from Chefoo only oc- 
cupiesa day and a night, the procedure 
adopted in the present instance saved con- 
siderable delay and has been approved by 
the Throne. 


REMITTANCES TO PEKING, 


The provincial revenue at Foochow was 
during the present year assessed in the 
following contributions for the Peking ex- 
chequer. Tis. 50,000 from the duties upon 
tea for the Peking subsidy, Tls. 200,000 
from the same source for the Board of Re- 
venue, Tls. 50,000 from the likin receipts 
on foreign opium, Tls. 80,000 for defence 
purposes on the North Kast frontier, and 
T'ls. 5,000 a month to form a reserve fund 
in the Board. Ts. 30,000 of the first, Ts, 
90,000 of thesecond, T]s. 10,000 of the third, 
and Tis. 20,000 of the fourth of the above 
sums have already been remitted to Peking 
and a total contribution of Tis. 40,000 has 
been made towards the maintenance of the 
Board’s reserve fund. Further remittances 
are now being made by means of drafts 
payable in Peking, the cashing of which 
is to form the duty cf several otlicial agents, 
who are to travel all the way from Foo- 
chow for the purpose. ~ 





DISTURBANCE BY KIANGSI BOATMEN 
IN FUKIEN. 

The Viceroy at Fouchow reports the 
arrest and punishment of some more of 
the Kiangsi boatmen who took part in the 
riot which’ occurred last summer in the 
Shunch‘ang district. One of the ring- 
leaders in the movement, who was a 
native of the Ptinghsiang district in 
Kiangsi, gave evidence which showed 
that the organisation partook of a treason- 
able nature. They had consecrated flags 
inscribed with high-sounding mottoes and 
made concerted arrangements for de- 
stroying life. and property. Over 250 
houses in the district had been burnt down 
by them, twenty others had been partially 
demolished, and 48 persons had lost their 
lives at their hands. It is noticeable that, 
although the criminals were nearly all 
arrested in Kiangsi, their trial took place 
in Fukien, the province in which the 
offence was committed. Nearly a dozen 
of them suffered summary decapitation, 
while a number of others who had been 
forced to join the movement against 
their will received merely nominal pinish- 
ment and were placed under police sur- 
veillance. The Viceroy himself had re- 
cently occasion to visit the district that 
was the scene of the riot, and found that 
it had resumed its normal state of peace. 
As the end of every tea season leaves a 
number of stragglers who readily become 
robbers, instructions have been issued for 
the stringent enforcement of the tithing 
system and the weeding out of the bad 
element in the population. 


30th December. 


OFFICERS RETAINED FOR TORPEDO SERVICE 
AT PORT ARTHUR, 


The Viceroy Li requests permission to 
retain the services of two officers named Li 
Chin-hsien and Li Hsing-kuang, the former 
of whom is in charge of the torpedo shed at 
Port Arthur, while the latterischief engineer 
of the stearh dredger at work in the harbour. 
Both of them were formerly students in the 
Fvoochow Arsenal and went to Europe in 
1882, where they acquired an intimate 
knowledge of the working of torpedo 
machinery. For the last five yeara they 
have been employed in the Chihli establish- 
ment, where their skill in fitting and laying 
down torpedoes and the firm grasp they 
have of the various branches of mathematics 
places them in the list of specialists whose 
services it is very difficult to procure. The 
request for their retention in Chihli, which 
was preferred.in the first instance by Liu 
Han-fén, the Superintendent of the Torpedo 
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establishment, is warmly supported by the 
Viceroy and has received the approval of 
the Emperor. 


31st Decemher. 
RAID UPON A MAGISTRATE’S YAMEN. 

The Viceroy Li reports the trial and 
punishment of two members of a confede- 
rated band of robbers who.made an armed 
attack one night about a year ago upon the 
Yamén of the Magistrate of the Tung- 
kuang district. The men, most of whom 
were natives of Ts‘ang Chow, met together 
on the second day of the New Year and 
spent a whole night in arranging their 
plans. They took separate roads and 
journeyed the next day in the guise of 
merchants towards the place which had 
been fixed upon for the rendezvous at 
Tungkuang. Arrived there, one of their 
number cut down a young tree, out of 
which he made a ladder to scale the 
walls of the town. Having succeeded by 
this means in effecting an entrance through 
a broken down part of the wall they went 
straight to the Magistracy, where they 
again made use of the ladder for getting 
into the premises.. Two of their number 
remained on the roof of the buildings ad- 
joining the wall to receive the plunder and 

eep watch, while the remainder proceeded 
to rob the establishment. Their first care 
was to seize the watchman and warn him 
not to give the alarm, on pain of losing his 
own life. When they got into the inner 
rooms their movements awoke the Magis- 
trate, who called to his assistance the staff 
of trained athletes which, as is the custom 
in Chinese households, he retained for the 
protection of his establishment. They 
succeeded in arresting-one of the robbers, 
but the remainder, by making free use of 
their firearms, made their escape with all 
the plunder. Some time later another 
member of the band, who was known by 
the sobriquet of Wang ‘‘the simpleton,” 
fell into the hands of the authorities, but 
he has since died in confinement. The 
other prisoner, who went under the name 
of ‘* the pock-marked Chang,” was sum- 
marily decapitated, and his head exposed 
on a pole. The Magistrate has already 
been denounced and removed from office 
for the laxity of his police measures, and 
steps will be taken to secure the arrest 
of the criminals who are still at large. 


RE-HEARING OF AN APPEAL CASE FROM 
CHIBLI. 
Some months ago a native of Chihli, 
named Chang Heiin-nan, lodged a com- 
plaint at the Censorate in Peking in which 
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he stated that his brother Chang Chén- 
nan had been made away with by a number 
of his neighbours because he refused to 
become a convert to » false religion which 
they were propagating in the village. Li 
Hung-chang was furnished with a copy of 
the complainant’s petition, and was ordered 
to have the matter thoroughly investigated. 
From inquiries which he caused to be in- 
stituted it appears that Chang Haiin-nan 
and his brother lived in a village in the 
Ningching district. and were on friendly 
terms with all their neighbours until a 
year or so ago, when 4 a society was organ- 
ised for the protection at night of the green 
crops belonging to the villagers. These 
societies, which are common in Chihli, are 
maintained by contributions from the 
farmers, and the funds are administered 
by one of their number who is elected for 
the purpose. On the present occasion a 
document, in which all the members re- 
gistered a vow to allow no abuses in con- 
nection with the society, was signed and 
deposited in the village temple. Chang 
Chén-nan, who was one of the largest 
holders in the district, refused to join the 
society, and a coolness sprung up in conse- 
quence between him and hisfellow-villagers. 
It so happened that several sheaves of grain 
were one day stolen from a field belonging 
to the Treasurer of the society, and his 
servant who was sent to try and find them 
charged Chang Chén-nan with being the 
culprit. Chang resented this so strongly 
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that he tied the man up and gave him a 
beating. His master brought an action 
against Chang, but the case was dismissed 
for want of evidence, though Chang was 
required to tender an apology for his 
treatment of the man. Some days later, 
when strolling round the village temple, 
Chang’s eye fell upon the paper containing 
the sworn declaration of the members of 
the Society, and taking it to be a docu- 
ment emanating from a heterodox sect, 
he brought a charge against the Treasurer, 
with the object of having his revenge for the 
humiliation he had previously suffered at 
his hands. The case was still in a prelimi- 
nary stage, when seeing the groundless 
nature of his suspicions, he decamped and 
disappeared without leaving any trace of 
his movements. His brother, thinking 
from his mysterious disappearance that he 
had been foully made away with by the 
members of the Society, revived the pro- 
ceedings against them for the profession of 
a false creed, and failing to obtain a favou- 
rable hearing for his suit in the local courts 
proceded to Peking, where he presented a 
highly-coloured statement to the Censorate. 
The case was sent back for re-hearing to 
Chihli, and at the final trial the lost bro- 
ther made his appearance and confirmed 
the version of the matter as given above. 
Both brothers are to receive 80 blows of 
the bamboo, and the contumacy of the one 
who went to Peking is to be further pun- 
ished by a month’s wearing of the cangue. 
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FROM THE PREFACE 


I »rinc from the East what is practically an 
unknown religion. The Sikhs are distinguished 
throughout the world as a great military people, but 
there is little known even to professional scholars 
regarding their religion. I have often been asked by 
educated persons in countries which I have visited, 
and even in India itself, what the Sikh religion was, 
and whether the Sikhs were Hindus, idolaters or 
Muhammadans. This ignorance is the result of the 
difficulty of the Indian dialects in which their sacred 
writings are contained. ... 

There were no dictionaries of the Granth Sahib, or 
sacred book of the Sikhs, when the author commenced 
his labours. ... For these reasons it is necessary for 
the translator of the Sikh sacred writings to reside 
for long years in India, and work with the assistance 
of the few gyanis, or professional interpreters of the 
Sikh canonical writings, who now survive. It would 
probably be an exaggeration to say that there are 
ten such men in the world. Of these few or none 
is capable of giving an English interpretation. They 
generally construe in tedious paraphrases in their own 
local dialects. But more than this, there is hardly 
any one Sikh who is capable of making a correct 
translation of his sacred writings. 

Until the year 1893 I was engaged in judicial duties 
in India. In that year representative Sikh societies, 
knowing that I appreciated their literature, requested 
me to resign my appointment and undertake a transla- 
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tion of their sacred works. I acceded to their requests. 

My first intention was to make only a translation. 

This occupied my time for several: years. It was 

prepared on what, I believe, is entirely a novel plan. 

Most translators, when they have completed their 

renderings, proceed to publish without subjecting 

their work to native criticism. On this account there 

are few, if any, translations of Oriental works made 

in Europe, even by the most eminent scholars, which 

are accepted by the learned natives of the East. 

I resolved that mine should be an exception, and 

accordingly submitted every line of my work to the 
most searching critieism of learned Sikhs. This was 

done either by rough printed proofs or typed copies. 

I also published invitations in Sikh newspapers to all 

whom it might concern to visit me, inspect, and if 
necessary correct my translation. 
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Guru Nanak, as we shall see, gave expansion to this 
conception of the one God :— 

In the beginning there was indescribable darkness ; 

Then was not earth or heaven, naught but God’s unequalled 
order. 

Then was not day, or night, or moon, or sun; God was 
meditating on the void. 

Then were not continents, or hells, or seven seas, or rivers, 
or flowing streams. 

Nor was there paradise, or a tortoise, or nether regions ; 

Or the hell or heaven of the Muhammadans, or the Destroyer 
Death ; 

Or the hell or heaven of the Hindus, or birth or death ; nor 
did any one come or go. 

Then was not Brahma, Vishnu, or Shiv; 

No one existed but the One God. 

Then was not female, or male, or caste, or birth; nor did 
any one feel pain or pleasure. 

There was no caste or religious garb, no Brahman or 
Khatri. : 

No hom, no sacred feasts, no places of pilgrimage to bathe 
in, nor did any one perform worship. 

There was no love, no service, no Shiv, or Energy of 
his ; 

Then were not Veds or Muhammadan books, no Simritis, 
no Shastars ; 

The Imperceptible God was Himself the speaker and 
preacher ; Himself unseen He was everything. 

When He pleased He created the world ; 

Without supports He sustained the sky. 

He created Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiv, and extended the 
love of Mammon. 

He issued His order and watched over all.? 


For many centuries thinking men in India have rejected 
gods and goddesses, and made no secret of their faith in the 
sole primal Creator, by whatsoever name called. 

An important question arose how the Supreme Being 
should be represented. He could not be seen, but He was 
believed to exist. The highest conception that primitive 
man could form of Him was that He was in man’s own 
image, subject to the human passions of wrath, jealousy, 


1 The Indian words in this hymn will subsequently be explained. 
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They who are imbued with the love of God and a longing 
to behold Him are also true. 

They who forget God’s name are a burden to the earth. 

God hath attached to His skirt those who were darweshes 
at His gate. 

Blest the mothers who bore them ; profitable was their 
advent into the world. 

O Cherisher, Thou art illimitable, unapproachable, and 
endless. 

I kiss the feet of those who recognize the True One. 

I seek Thy shelter, O God ; it is Thou who pardonest. 

Grant Thy worship as charity to Shaikh Farid 


On this the Guru uttered the hymn called Suchajji, 
the fortunate, in the Suhi measure :— 





When I have Thee I have everything ; Thou, O Lord, 
art my treasure. 

In Thee I dwell in peace, in Thee ¢o dwell is my pride ; 

If it please Thee, Thou bestowest a throne and greatness ; 


if it please Thee, Thou makest man a forlorn mendicant ; . ; 
If it please Thee, rivers flow over dry land, and the lotus ce, 

bloometh in the heavens ; re 
If it please Thee, man crosseth the terrible ocean; if it 





please Thee, he is drowned therein ; 

If it please Thee, Thou art my merry Spouse—I am 
absorbed in Thy praises, O Lord ? of excellences. 

If it please Thee, O Lord, Thou terrifiest me, and then 
I am undone with transmigration. 

O Lord, Thou art inaccessible and unequalled; I am 
exhausted uttering Thy praises. 

What can I ask of Thee? What can I say to Thee? 
I hunger and thirst for a sight of Thee. 

Under the instruction of the Guru I have obtained the 
Lord ; Nanak’s prayer hath been granted. 


1 Asa. 
2 Tash is a Persian word meaning Lord. The gyanis translate it 
vessel, 
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